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MATSAPHA—The United States’
continues to lead the world and show
its commitment in the fight.against HIV/
AIDS as portrayed by -the visiting
‘American, Ambassador Randall Tobias,
who led by example and took a public
test yesterday at PSI Swaziland vcr
in Matsapha. .

His spirit to lead by example also
inspired the Ministry of Health and
Social Welfare Principal Secretary, Dr.

~ =+ John Kunene tofollow suit.
| The Times. SUNDAY was informed

.. that Tobias usually tikes these tests
- wherever he visits to prove to the pablic
2 that how easy itis.to do it and most
- importantly"its essentiality to a
- person’sh ab _r..i i e f :
7 *Therd is absolatcly no substitute
aire seeing right here—our willirigness to
be tested publicly is our way of wying
to educate people in the country about *
the importance of counselling and testing.
This is but oneexample of extraordinary
leadership o national platform,” said
the ambassador at a press briefing held
immediarely after his public test..

Dr Kunene echoed the ambassador’s
sentiment, *“We encourage all and sundry
to follow suit to detstmine whether one
isinfected or notand stort living positive
* thus maximizing your lifespan,” he said.
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1 LOVE THIS: US Ambassador Randall Tobias reacts after being.

. pmen_ted wlth a Swazl lthiya at Gigl's kitchen.
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rate of HIV/AIDS prevalence
throughout the world thus making it the
prime ‘Sub Saharan country we.are :
Focused on to pffer our assistance in )
tex:?s- of combating the sconsge,” he |
said. - v - :
Swaziland is dmong the 123 countries |
around the world currently benefiting °
from Bush's Emergency Plan.. He |
encouraged thoge in key- positions to ¥
be seen playing the part in the fight - ‘
against the scourge and appealed for
collaborative :éfforts from the state.
. leadegs. govbrnmaht;'chur’ch and

...as visiting
‘Ambassador
Tobias takes
public HIV tes

: Tobias is the United States Global
AIDS Coordinator and he is Oh 8 TWO-  work together in order $o bting & -
day tour of the éduntry to advancé the  galution to the problem destroying te., '
HIV/AIDS prevention, caré 2nd iny nation. AR Y S
treatment goalé‘_laigisout by Pmiggnt" : Slrohg. i
o ALds R,?;?'&‘QRFAR); BORCY M v ere are absolutely no substitutes |
“Leading - : .. * for strong. nationaliJeadesship. 17

R ey .’ < .. doesn't matter that your couptry is

He arcived in thé country on Friday i bty infected but good résulis canbe:
leading a dele ation from the US mﬁmdifyoucanworktogsﬂttl\\r‘em. '

SAID-So part of the global commusity trying

. .

overnment and USA _uth_Africa. 'a.ﬂ

aﬁ:ix";gggﬁ;; afgpgf:igl;f:; to work together to eradicate the

mes under PERFAR, which is scourge—and we, the US Government,

the US President’s “vast and ambitous 2F° anxious to help the people of

forcomba:ingl—t[\’/AIDS Swazihmmatlsw!xxwemhﬁe," he

on a global scalé, inder which the US “p 1 A o
goyernment has coramitted USS1S.. Do taking the Pugyh&;;gg;
bilﬁoti(EWSOObﬂlion)mmmtheﬁql_e visited sev 8oco ,USWO y fandad:
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At prosent Swaziland has the &t Fkin Memorial (RFM) Hospital '
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use of ART,
. Piscussions..
- He also vikited a Nei Care *
Point—The Children’s Cup at Gigi's '
Place,whicheamsforEOorpbmedmd :
vulunablechﬂqu(OVCs).Themﬁnt :
be held discussions with several church
leaders to ascartain ways in which the
oongregaﬁonmbeengagedinarderm
enhance the national HIV/AIDS :
Meanwhile, statistics indicate that '
42.6% of the couniry’s population is
infected with the virus. An estimated
200,000 are believed to be positive out
of a population of only one million and
the death twoll from AIDS now reaches :
20,000 annvally, - - ;
- The country alteady has the statistics
070 000 AIDS orphans and projections
reveal that the number.will reach 120 000

by 2010.°

Despite the grim reality, Ambassador
Tobias assured the Swazi Nation that
“My reason for coming is to better
understand the issues that the Minisiry
of Health and the government of
Swaziland are facing and the ways in
which the US government can help :
address those issues™. -
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