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“When it comes to
the education of our
children . . . failure is
not an option.”

PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH
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topics include teacher quality; creating safer schools; choice and supplemental education services; and charter schools.
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Paige Joins White House Conference for Grassroots Groups

S, . o
U y jﬁzzzt;r}é (())i .Egiiagfxliid I\’;l}%e joined ge%p mat'ke a difference in people’s lives,” Secretary
of Faith-Based and Commun'y’ I 'IFC 'House' Ol e i
o P Bused and Comumun i{ty nlft?t.lves Director ‘ The Minneapolis event was the seventh in a series of
community organizations 01; July 29 ?;S I\(;[inig;}-)l:jisf dand i'cicgileogi t?gnference's ﬁpo?sored onshout federl g -
communic orginiza . ,. ipants with information about federal -
Minn, a2 Whi aboiisfhzoggeéfﬁceralme d at educating grams, the grant writing process and the legal rquur?r:fni;ots
to strengthen the services the offergt anltls " conon a'nd y Y o vl progams, i
disadvantaged in thei); comnfufliteieiconomlcauy SThrlO e Edaron Seiec, S
« . . ’ . | |
playi;hgeﬁes;d:ﬁ;ls (:(c:?mitteld to leveling the S Iii;;re;tagjgglcsaﬁ;tssrrivri;e;’rf:ﬁ;nd
playing fcd good people who used to gt R and 21st Century Community L Srmin,
process can now act on convictions to Centers, the No Child Left 1;?;] i;zl .
offers faith-based and communil?y or;ni—
zations grant opportunities to provide
services and activities that are not inherent-
' ly reh'gious. The Department of Education
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the country. The next White House
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A Review of ED’s Initiatives
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Education (ED) continued running full l or more lnforma.tion,
time in preparation for the new school year. REOAY - please visit www.fbci.gov.
a sampling of the summer’s developments: b
o The National Assessment of Educational In reading, Hispanic fourth-
Progress———also called The Nation’s Report gr GCL?FS narrowed the
Card—reported promising results on the 2002 GCZ (;‘B"O‘"gsft gap from
. .. i ween their
reading and writing exams for more than white counterparts
270,000 students in grades 4, 8 and 12 1 while black fourtf/'/.
throughout the country: In reading, black graders narrowed
the achievement the gap from 1994
between their white
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Nicole Ashby, Editor, U.S. Department of Education,
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Washington, DC 20202, 202-205-0676 (fax),
NoChildLeftBehind@ed.gov.
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20794, 1-877-4ED-PUBS (1-877-433-7827),
edpubs@inet.ed.gov.

For information on ED programs, resources
and events, contact: Information Resource Center,
U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20202,
1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327),
usa_learn@ed.gov.

Disclaimer: The Achiever contains news and
information about public and private organizations
for the reader’s information. Inclusion does not
constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department
of Education of any products or services offered or
views expressed.

dents still perform
below the proficient level, the latest
scores revealed students are perform-
ing better than they did four years
ago. For more information, visit
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard.

* “Choice is essential for authentic
school reform,” said Secretary Paige
in celebration of the House
Government Reform Committee’s
passage on July 10 of the D.C.
Parental Choice Incentive Act of
2003. President Bush is requesting
$75 million for a choice incentive
fund in fiscal year 2004, including
funding for a school choice initiative
in the District of Columbia to pro-
vide scholarships of up to $7,500
for eligible students.

* The White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for
Hispanic Americans and some of
the nation’s leading Hispanic organi-
zations, corporate leaders, and
national and private entities—includ-
ing Girl Scouts of the USA, the
League of United Latin American
Citizens, and the United States
Army—formed a partnership in July
to help improve education for
Hispanic Americans. To accomplish
this goal, partners will host programs
that include town hall meetings,

workshops and a seminar on student
financial aid and scholarships. The
first event is scheduled for Oct. 18 in
San Diego, Calif. More information
is available at www.yesican.gov.

On July 8, Secretary Paige gave
Congress an 18-month update on
the implementation of No Child
Left Behind that also included topics
the Department will focus on going
forward. In the memo, Secretary
Paige announced that the accounta-
bility plans of every state as well as
Puerto Rico and the District of
Columbia had been approved, a
major milestone achieved in record
time since only 11 states were in
compliance with the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1994
when President Bush took office.
Among the issues the agency will
direct its attention to over the next
few months are increasing the pool
of highly qualified teachers and
expanding tutoring and other supple-
mental services.

The Education Department’s Office
of Vocational and Adult Education
and the League for Innovation in the
Community College announced in
June the first 15 partnerships for the
College and Career Transitions
Initiative, a program designed to
ease student transition between high
school and postsecondary education
and to improve academic perform-
ance at both levels. Each partnership
comprises a community college, high
school and two employers. For a list
of the partnerships, organized by
occupational area, visit

www.ed.gov/ PressReleases/
062003/06132003.html.

The Education Department also
announced in June the appointment
of a steering committee to assist the
National Institute on Disability
and Rehabilitation Research—a
component of the Department’s
Office of Special Education and
Rehabilitative Services—in devel-
oping a plan for disability and
rehabilitation research over the
next five years. The plan will
emphasize disability demograph-
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ics research, technology for access
and function, employment and
health, and basic functioning to help
people with disabilities live the inde-
pendent, productive lives they desire.
The public is invited to submit rec-
ommendations about the plan to

nidrr.plan@ed.gov.

* On June 6, Inner-City Games

Chairman Arnold Schwarzenegger
and Secretary Paige concluded the
After-School Summit, marking the
first time in the history of the
Education Department that an
assembly of after-school providers,
law enforcement officials, and com-
munity and education leaders gath-
ered to discuss how after-school pro-
grams can better serve millions of
young people whose parents are at
work or unable to provide support
after the school day ends. The
Education Department will continue
to work with the Charles Stewart
Mott Foundation, which sponsored
the event, and Schwarzenegger to
help state and local education agen-
cies link children to after-school
programs when the school day
ends.

10 learn about other initiatives

under way, visit www.ed.gov and select

“News.”

On June 6, Inner-City Games Chairman Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Secretary Paige concluded
the After-School Summit, marking an historic
event at the Education Department. This summer
introduced another major milestone: all state
accountability plans have been submitted and
approved.
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No Child
Left Behind

Teacher Quality

This summer, Secretary Paige introduced the

Teacher Assistance Corps as the centerpiece of
a series of initiatives to assist states and educa-
tors in meeting the highly-qualified-teacher requirements of
the No Child Left Behind Act. The law requires every classroom to
« have a highly qualified teacher by the end of the 2005-06
school year.
Under its provisions, highly qualified teachers must hold at least a
bachelor’s degree, have full state certification or licensure, and have demonstrated
competence in their subject areas. However, states also have the flexibility to devel-
op alternative routes to certification as well as methods to enable veteran teachers
to prove they have the content knowledge to be successful in the classroom. At the
local level, Title I schools must notify parents if their child has been assigned to a
teacher who is not highly qualified or if their child has been taught for four or
more consecutive weeks by such a teacher.

The Teacher Assistance Corps, an assembly of education experts, researchers
and practitioners, will perform onsite reviews tailored to the explicit needs and
concerns of state officials. The teams will offer guidance and feedback on state
efforts, address specific state challenges, and provide useful information from other
states about promising practices in the field. State participation is voluntary.

The announcement of the Corps came as the secretary released his second
annual report on teacher quality, which is available online at www.title2.org.

resources, and secretary’s speeches.
At the touch of your fingertips is

another online medium, which pro-

vides a daily focus on how communi-
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nterested in reports about No Child
Left Behind and other Department

September 16

8:00-9:00 p.m. E.T.

Education News Parents Can Use
monthly broadcast will focus on the
parent-specific provisions of No Child
Left Behind, including parent options,
supplemental services and reading
instruction. Visit www.ed.gov/offices/
OlIA/television/schedule.html for a
listing of topics for the 2003—04 season.

October 29

Memphis, Tenn.

White House Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives Conference.
Registration deadline is Oct. 17. Visit
www.fbci.gov or call 202-456-6718.

of Education efforts for improving
education, but do not have time to
track the news? Then sign up for
“E-Press Release Digest” at www.
ed.gov/PressReleases/email.html
to receive a weekly compilation of
news releases summarizing the most
recent ED initiatives, funding and

ties across the country are implement-
ing No Child Left Behind.
“Extra Credits” covers every topic of
the law from teacher quality to
state accountability. To register, send
a request to NoChildLeftBehind
Update@ed.gov.

And to receive the electronic copy

eid >
ou
Know?

The rate of teachers lacking full cer-
tification remained unchanged over
the past two years at 6 percent.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Meeting the Highly
Qualified Teachers Challenge: The Secretary’s Second Annual
Report on Teacher Quality, 2003.
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