
Solar Lights and Clean Water for  
East African Villages  

 
The solar electrification of the Kakuuto Hospital, Uganda 

Recognizing the important work that Solar Light for 
Africa (SLA) is doing in East Africa, USAID awarded, 
in 2004, a $300,000 grant to the Leesburg, Virginia-
based nonprofit organization. SLA collaborates  
with American and African church leadership, 
nongovernmental organizations, and governments  
to provide power and light to public facilities—health 
clinics, hospitals, schools, orphanages, churches, 
and community centers in rural regions of Africa. 

In all its work, SLA focuses on high-impact, 
community-based projects that will have long-term 
benefits for the local people. The leadership of 
various faith-based groups in each country selects 
the recipient facilities based on the greatest need. 
SLA also partners with an entrepreneurial business, 
Solar Energy Uganda (SEU), which installs the solar 
systems year-round, thereby providing employment 
to the local population. SEU monitors and maintains 
all systems to ensure their sustainability. 

The grant to SLA, provided by USAID’s Office of 
Infrastructure & Engineering, was specifically for: 

• The solar electrification of the Kakuuto Hospital 
located in the Rakai District of Uganda where the 
AIDS epidemic was first identified. This installation 
enabled the medical staff to preserve vaccines  
and other medicines, as well as operate small 
medical equipment. 

• The construction of a solar powered pumping 
system with two large storage tanks and 3.2 
kilometers of piping supplies the hospital with  
pure water. 

• The launching of a program in Tanzania  
with the initial installation of 100 solar electric 
systems in rural health clinics, schools, and  
other public facilities. 

A formal commissioning ceremony was held at  
the Kakuuto Hospital in July 2005. United States 
Ambassador Jimmy Kolker, spoke and stated that 
the U.S. Government, through the USAID, was 
pleased to be able to provide support for Solar Light 
for Africa as it seeks to bring solar electricity and 
pure water to rural hospitals, health clinics, schools 
and orphanages in rural Uganda. Ambassador 
Kolker quoted from a study documenting the fact that 
the most effective technical intervention in providing 
measurable improvement in quality of life for rural 
people is the provision of electric power. Also 
present at the ceremony was Ugandan First Lady 
Janet Museveni, a patron of Solar Light for Africa. 
She and President Yoweri Museveni have long been 
enthusiastic friends of the work of SLA in Uganda. 
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SLA’s founder, Bishop Alden Hathaway, stressed 
that solar electrification in health clinics and hospitals 
has a key role to play in combating diseases, 
including HIV/AIDS. The ability to preserve vaccines 
and other medicines in refrigerators, as well as to 
operate medical equipment powered by solar, is of 
great benefit. The provision of good lighting at night 
enables the medical staff to better treat patients. 

Another patron of SLA is First Lady Anna Mkapa  
of Tanzania who was present at the formal launch 
ceremony in the Bukoba District of Tanzania on 
August 1st. SLA plans to expand their work in 
Tanzania over the next several years as it has  
done in Uganda and other East African countries. 

Juan Belt, Director of USAID’s Office of 
Infrastructure & Engineering stated, “Access to 
clean, reliable and affordable energy is an essential 
component to social and economic development.  
In the health sector, electricity is essential for lighting 
hospital operating rooms, refrigerating vaccines, and 
running diagnostic equipment. In the education sector, 
electrification can extend the hours of study that 
students can devote to studying as well as the hours 
that a school can stay open. We are very pleased to 
have been able to support Solar Light for Africa as  
it provides clean electricity and water for hospitals, 

schools, clinics and orphanages in Africa, while 
building capacity in Africa and affording American 
young people the opportunity for service overseas.” 

USAID’s funding is being channeled through the 
Global Environment and Technology Foundation 
(GETF), a partner organization of SLA’s located  
in Alexandria, Virginia. GETF is a not-for-profit 
organization with a mission to help build the 
infrastructure for sustainable development.  
Hank Habicht, CEO of GETF, expressed his 
pleasure at partnering with SLA, stating 
“development of the economies of East Africa  
will not happen without access to clean energy  
and water resources. SLA’s projects are important 
models of institutional cooperation to deliver these 
critical services to Africa’s most needy communities.” 

After completing the Kakuuto hospital project in 
Uganda, SLA made provisions for an American 
medical team to instruct the local doctors and nurses 
on how to operate the new medical equipment 
powered by solar. They also worked with local staff 
in the treatment of patients admitted in the hospital. 
In Uganda, there has been a 100% increase in patients 
visiting the Kakuuto hospital as a direct result of the 
improved medical services that are being provided 
because of electrification of that facility.

 

USAID Contact: 
Jeff Haeni 
Office of Infrastructure & Engineering 
+1 202 712 0546 
jhaeni@usaid.gov 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2 


	Solar Lights and Clean Water for �East African Villages


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


