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ARSONIST SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON FOR
THROWING MOLOTOV COCKTAIL

Baltimore, Maryland - U.S. District Judge Richard D. Bennett today sentenced Rodney
Keene, age 26, of Owings Mills, Maryland to 10 years in prison, followed by three years of
supervised release for using fire and an explosive to commit arson, announced United States
Attorney for the District of Maryland Rod J. Rosenstein.

According to the statement of facts provided to the court on December 20, 2006 as part of
the plea agreement, on August 19, 2006, Keene and the owner of the J&H discount Liquor Store
at 2104 Frederick Avenue in Baltimore argued about Keene’s identification. Keene banged on
the store plexiglass separating Keene from the store owner, cursed and spit at the store owner,
then left the store. A few minutes later, Keene returned to the store with a beer bottle filled with
gasoline and a cloth wick, known as a flaming molotov cocktail. Keene threw the flaming
cocktail into the store, which started a fire. The incident was captured on the store’s video
surveillance.

United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein praised the investigative work performed by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and Baltimore City Police Department
- Arson Unit. Mr. Rosenstein also thanked Assistant U.S. Attorney Kwame J. Manley, who is
prosecuting the case.



