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JUSTICE THOMAS, concurring.
The Bossier Parish School Board first sought preclear-

ance of the redistricting plan at issue in this case almost
seven years ago.  The Justice Department and private
appellants opposed that effort, arguing throughout this
litigation that a “safe” majority-minority district is neces-
sary to ensure the election of a black school board mem-
ber.  Ironically, while this litigation was pending, three
blacks were elected from majority-white districts to serve
on the Bossier Parish School Board.  Although these elec-
tion results are not part of the record, they vividly illus-
trate the fact that the federal intervention that spawned
this litigation was unnecessary.


