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Organization of U.S. Education:

State Role III - Other Educational Services 

States oversee a variety of educational services in addition to the regular school system, career education, and higher education.  These include special education services for persons with disabilities that affect learning, services for homeless and migrant families, adult education services, and educationally related services such as libraries.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Special education is closely regulated in the United States and state programs are significantly supported by federal funds, as is research in special education.  Students are mainstreamed, or placed in regular schools and classrooms, to the extent possible and all persons with diagnosed disabilities have a right to special education services under federal law.

ED Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS) is the federal program agency responsible for assisting state agencies and providing support for national research and development in the areas of special education and rehabilitation.

EROD Directory of State Special Education Offices provides links and contact information for state agencies that oversee special education services.

EROD Directory of State Health Offices for Children with Special Needs provides links and contact information for state agencies that provide services to children diagnosed with disabilities that affect learning.

EROD Directory of State Assistance Offices for Parents of Special Needs Children provides links and contact information for state-supported organizations helping parents care for children living with disabilities.

EROD Directory of State Vocational Rehabilitative Services provides links and contact information for state agencies that oversee services to children and adults needing educational, physical and occupational rehabilitation assistance.

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES FOR THE HOMELESS

Educational services for the homeless and migrant workers are also significantly supported by federal funding.  

EROD Directory of State Agencies Serving Homeless Children and Youth provides links and contact information for state agencies that oversee services to homeless children and youth and their families.

National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE) is a federally funded (U.S. Department of Education) research and information center providing resources for professionals and others involved in planning and delivering educational services to homeless persons of all ages.

MIGRANT EDUCATION SERVICES

Migrants are defined in the United States as seasonal workers who travel back and forth across the U.S. border on a temporary basis to pursue employment, usually in the agricultural or services industries.  Migrant workers are often accompanied by their families and thus require social, educational, and health services.  The federal government and the states cooperate in the provision of migrant education services, as do the neighboring countries of Canada and Mexico.

Migrant Education Resource Center (MERC) is a federally funded information center that provides resources for educators and administrators of migrant education.

MERC State Resources Map is an interactive map of links to state migrant education offices, programs and other resources including health services.

ADULT EDUCATION SERVICES

Adult education as defined here means basic literacy and educational services for persons who did not complete their educations when of school age.  Special services of this type are also available in prisons and known as correctional education.  

Adult continuing education, which is considered part of postsecondary and higher education, and continuing education in the professions are dealt with under the topic Structure of U.S. Education.  

OVAE Adult Education and Literacy Resources Page is a link to the Office of Vocational and Adult Education’s Adult Education Homepage, which provides information and resources covering a wide variety of adult education topics.

EROD Directory of State Adult Education Agencies provides links and contact information for the state agencies responsible for overseeing adult education services, especially adult basic education.

EROD Directory of State Correctional Education Agencies provides links and contact information for state agencies that provide educational services to incarcerated youth and adults.

EROD Directory of State Literacy Resource Centers provides links and contact information for state centers that assist adult educators with resources and materials to support basic literacy programs.

STATE LIBRARY AND CULTURAL SERVICES

A variety of state agencies and organizations provide cultural and information services to their residents which supplement regular educational programs.

Cultural Services

EROD Directory of State Councils of the Arts provides links and contact information for state councils that support the visual and performing arts.

EROD Directory of State Coordinators of National History Day provides links and contact information for state history studies programs.

EROD Directory of State Councils for the Humanities provides links and contact information for state councils that support education, research and other programs in the humanities.

Libraries

EROD Directory of State Library Agencies provides links and contact information for state agencies that coordinate state libraries and support local public libraries.

Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) is the national association of directors of state and territorial library systems.

Public Libraries Association (PLA) is the national association of librarians who manage and work in state and local public libraries.

Natural Sciences and Mathematics

NAAS Directory of State Academies of Science, sponsored by the National Association of Academies of Science (NAAS), provides links and contact information for state councils and other bodies concerned with promoting science and mathematics.
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