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In the fashion of David Letterman and his top 10 lists, I have come up with the Tire Retread Information Bureau’s (TRIB) Top 10 Reasons Government Fleets Don’t Buy Retreaded Tires:

10. The trucking and busing industries in North America may have purchased more retreads than new replacement tires last year, but why should I have to play follow-the-leader just to be a cost-effective government fleet operation?      

 

9. Sure I know the really successful fleets with good tire programs run as many as two and three retreads for every new tire, but I’m just a public sector fleet I don’t need to save as much money as they do. 

8. When I buy a really good apple, I throw it away after only enjoying about one-third of it. Why shouldn’t I be satisfied getting only a one-third return on my tire investment? 

 

7. The new tire manufacturing companies need money more than taxpayers.
 

6. My telephone psychic says I should only buy new tires. 

 

5. Don’t confuse me with the facts. 

 

4. My brother-in-law told me about his bad experiences with “recaps” back in 1956. 

3. Not all citizens want to see their tax dollars spent as efficiently as possible or have government fleets be more environmentally responsible.

 

2. I like spending more money than my fleet needs to for tires. 

 

1. And the number one reason why government fleets don’t buy retreaded tires: I operate vehicles for a hobby. Saving taxpayer dollars means nothing to me.

Sound ridiculous? It is! There is simply no good reason not to use retreaded tires. Thousands of transportation fleets already know this and they are reaping the benefits that come from using retreads.

The fact is the General Services Administration, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the White House (through Executive Order 13149) all strongly endorse retreads as the tire of choice for government vehicles.

Retreaded tires are performing flawlessly all over the world in all types of weather and on all kinds of terrain for all types of vehicles - from school and municipal buses to emergency vehicles to trucks to commercial and military aircraft. 

Retreaded tires provide the same safety, reliability, performance and handling as tires that have never been retreaded, and they do it at a tremendous savings over the high cost of new tires - up to 50% less. Retreads deliver the best possible return on tire investments.

Quality retreaders are producing a final product that can often provide more miles than the original new tire, with an adjustment rate as low or even lower than comparable new tires. And retreaded tires keep getting better and better with continuous improvements in quality, durability and reliability.

Every major quality commercial truck and bus and OTR tire manufacturer designs and engineers its tires with robust casings for several retreading lives. So to discard a worn tire without retreading is to lose much of the tire’s value. It’s basically throwing money away.

Retreading not only is an economic positive, it is environmentally responsible. For every retread produced, one less new tire needs to be manufactured.

Since the manufacture of new tires consumes large amounts of energy and materials that impact the environment, retreading helps conserve valuable finite natural resources.

In addition, with retreading, tires stay on the road longer so fewer worn tires need to be discarded instead of many, and this helps reduce scrap tire disposal problems.

Tire Retread Information Bureau is a non-profit, member-supported industry association dedicated to the recycling of tires through retreading and repairing, and to promoting proper tire maintenance for all tires.

For additional information, contact the Tire Retread Information Bureau (TRIB) toll free from anywhere in North America at (888) 473-8732 or by e-mail at info@retread.org. TRIB’s web site - www.retread.org - contains a huge amount of valuable information and resources about retreading, as well as on tire maintenance and tire repairing.

