PRESS RELEASE

Olffice of the United States Attorney
Middle District of Florida

PAUL I. PEREZ
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

400 North Tampa Street 300 North Hogan Street 80 North Hughey Avenue, 2110 First Street,
Suite 3200 Suite 700 Room 201 Suite 3-137
Tampa, Florida 33602 Jacksonville, Florida 32201 Orlando, Florida 32801 Fort Myers, Florida 33901
813/274-6000 904/301-6300 407/648-7500 239/461-2200
813/274-6300 (Fax) 904/301-6310 (Fax) 407/648-7643 (Fax) 239/461-2219 (fax)

Contact: Steve Cole ¢ Public Affairs Specialist ¢ 813/274-6352

For Immediate Release

October 7, 2005

CONVICTED FELON FOUND GUILTY ON FIREARMS CHARGE

Jacksonville, Florida - A federal jury found Eric Carpenter, age 52, a convicted
felon, guilty of possessing ammunition and a firearm. Carpenter faces up to 10 years in
federal prison. He is scheduled to be sentenced before United States District Judge Henry
Lee Adams, Jr., on January 12, 2006.

The case was investigated by the Jacksonville Sheriff's Office and the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. The case was prosecuted by Assistant United
States Attorney Frank Talbot.

The case represents the culmination of a cooperative effort between the United
States Attorney’s Office, Jacksonville Sheriff's Office, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives and the State Attorney's Office for the Fourth Judicial Circuit.
This is another case prosecuted as a part the Department of Justice program “Project Safe
Neighborhoods” - a nationwide gun violence reduction initiative with strong support from

the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives. United States Attorney Paul
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|. Perez is coordinating the cooperative effort here in the Middle District of Florida with
federal, state and local law enforcement officials. The objective is to reduce violent crime
by locating and seizing unlawfully possessed guns and then swiftly prosecuting the

offenders using both federal and state gun laws.
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