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Chart 1.
SSI recipients aged 70 or older as a proportion of all elderly SSI 
recipients, by sex, 1993–1999 

SOURCE:  Author's calculations from the Annual Statistical Supplement to the 
Social Security Bulletin, Table 7.E3, various issues.

Year

Men 70 or older

All 70 or older
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Chart 2.
Social Security area population aged 65 to 69 and 70 or older, 1995–2080 

SOURCE:  Social Security Administration (1997a, Table 21, historical data and intermediate cost alternative).

Year

Aged 65–69

Aged 70 or older



����������	
����
	������������������������������������ ��

�����
�	

��
��	�����	�

�������
�����&�������

�'������(�
��	���&��
�����
)�
����	����
��	�
������������
���	���
��������#�	��
�������������������=���

�'	���
	��$����������	
��

���	��
�
��������	���	
����������������	�������������
���������

�
	���	�	���	
������	�
�����!�11%�	

	�	
�����	

2��+1���������
�����
����	�������������	���������������
&'6&(���������������

����
�	
�������  %��

������
�  "���&���������
�����A���	�	�
�������	
���
�
�	
����
�������	������������
����������������
�	
�� 1%���
����������
����������
���������������
��	
������  %
&'6&(���
��	
�
�����������
������������
���������
���
���
���

��������#�  �$�����	
���
������	���������
&'6&(����
��

����&'6&(�	����
����������	����������	���	
�����
��	�	�	�	�����������	������������������������������	��������
�
��������*��	�	���������������	�
�������������	
	
�����

	��	����	���	
����
��	
����	���	
������
	���	�	����������
,��������������
�����������������	
�������������	���
������������������������*�������
������������������������
���������������	
���
�
���������������

�
��

����&'6&(�	
����	�����=��A����	�
��������	
����
����	��
�	
�������	�����
���������������

�
���

����
�������#	�����������

�
��	������	�
$����������	���	�	�����
	
�����
������������
���	��	������
���	��
�������
����

�������������������	�	�	�	���
�����	
��	�
���������������
���	
�����������������

�
���

��	����������������	
����
&'6&(������������������������	���	
��������	�	�	�	������
���	��������	�����
��	�������	��
��������
���������
���
	
����������
������������������	
�����#����������
�������

	�	�
����������$���

���	��������
�����	
����
����	��
���������������	�������������&���	
�����������
��������*�������
�������������

�
��

0	��	
�������������������
����������

�
��
����
��
=
�������	
���������
�������������	�����������������
���������������	
�����������
�����
���������	�*�������
����	�
��������
����#������������	�*������������	�
�1��$
���
��������	��	
�����������������
�	�����
���������
���	��������'����������
���������	������	�
��������
��������������
����������������	�	�	�	����

�����	�	���	�
�
&����������
��A����	�
����=������

�
����������������
����
�����	
���������	��
���������	��
��������	
����
����	������
��������	������	�
������
������	
����
����
�������

������������������
�	
������=	
���	���
���
��������
������	���	��
����������������	���	
�����
��	�	�	�	�����	��	
����������������	��������	���	
���������
	
������������	
��������������������
����
�#�

�������$
�������������������������	
�
�	�	�
�������������

�
����


	
������
��	
���������	�����
���	
���������*
��=�����	
�
	
�����������	�
�2���#�����-�����   �$���0��	�����������
���������������

��
�	

	�������������������������	��?�

�
����	
�����������������������������������������
	�

�������
���������	��	
�����	����������
�
���������

����	
����	�����=��
��������A����	�
�����������
������������������
�
�������������

�
���

�����������
#	�������
�$���;��������������	
�
���������������	
�C�����:
�����������������:����
�������	�
�#������������������
����=��������������$:��
�����	
������
�
��������������
����	�����������������

�
���������������:�	

	�	
���
���	����
�������
������E����������
��:�����=�����������
��

�:�����=	
������	
���������
������=�����

�:�����	�	*
���������
����	��������
��
�����	
�����

��������������
�	���:��������������
	�	����������������
��
����������	�

��

�:���������

�:��

��
�����������������������@������
�

��������	�
�����
������������	�����������

�
��
����
��
=
��������������������������������������������������
������������	������������*�������=���A����	�
������������
�������	
�����������
����
���������������?�������������
����	�*��������	�
��������&'6&(�	
���
������*
��=�

	�����
���������������������������������

����������
�������

��	���#�  �$�����������������������������=��	
��A���*
�	�
��	
�����&'6&(���
�����	����
�
�����
������
�
��������
���������������
�!�������
���
�����������,��
���������%1������
�������������
����
��
�������������
������������	������=	
��������	
��������
����1�������
�

��
��������������������������	���������

��+������
��
�

��������������������������	�����	�����������������*��
����=���A����	�
����
���������������
����������������
��
1������
����

�1������
����������	�����#��	����  ��������
1$���)
������
�	���
������=��������������*�������=��	
�
A����	�
������������	�����������
	���	���	�
��������=���

�����
��������
	��������������
	���	���	�
�������	

�����
������7�	
�����	
�����������

������������������=�
���������������	���#�  ���������%$�����������������
���������������=���
������

�
���������	����
������

�����������

��������
	���	���	�
�����������������	������

�������
��	����������������������	
������
������<��

���	���	
��������	�	�	�	������	����	���	
�����������
	

	�	
�����������	
�
�	�	�
����	
��	�	�������
������������
����	
�����������	�	����

�
�������	
������
��������������	�	�	�	����	�����	�
��


��������	��	�����
����	����
�������������������������
�	�

��	�
���
�����������
����������������
�#���������
�������
�����������B���
B$���0�
������	�	�	�	����������	�*
�������,��������������������������

�
������
����
��	�*

���
��������
����=	
����B���
	�	�
��B��	��������������

������������&����
��	������������
���������������������*
�����
����	
�������	
����������A����	�
�������
���

��	�
���
�����������
����=	
���������B��
��	�
��B��	���
����&'6&(�	
�
�	�	�����B�	
�
�	��������

�
�B��

��
B
�
�	
�
�	��������

�
��B�������	
�
�	��������

�
��	�
���������
���
�	
���
������������=
����
������������
������������
?���	
�
�	����	����	�
��

����������������

�
���A����	�
����������������
��������?�	
������������
�

����������&����������	
����B�������B��	����

���
	
�����
�
����	�����	�������������	���������	
������	�
�����	
�
���



����������	
����
	��������������������������������������

�����	
�
�	��������

�
����������������	������������

���������������	��������������
�
��

�������
��
�������	��
��	�
���
����������������
����
�����	�

��	�
��	�
�	����	���	���������
��
	�
��������������
��������
����
�	�����*��	�	��������������
��	���#�����	��
���
�2+������
��$�	
�������������8����������������������

�����A�	��
������������
����
�	
�� 1%��������	��������
	
���
�
�	
�����&'6&(���������
�����������������
������������������
���������*��	�	��������������
*
��	������������������
����������������
�����������	


�����	
	
��������	�	�	�	�������	��
����	��
�	
����
������	
������	�
�

������
�
�
�
	����
	��
�
������
�
�
�
	���
����	

�

������
���������������	���	�����	�
�	������������������
��	�	�	�	�����	���	�����������	
�������

�����������������
&'6&(���������
�����	
�
�	��������
	�������������
��������	�	��������������
��	������
���	�����
�����������
B�����
	��B�����������������������
����
��

��������#	�
�����
�$����������������	�	�	�	����

�����	�	���	�
�	�
��	
������	
�
���������������
�����	
���
���������
���������
��������
��

�����������	
����
����	���	�

����	
����	�
�	
�����&'6&(��������	�����������������
�
��������
�������������������
���������
���������
�	��������������������������������
�	
�����
������
*
��	
������������
�������������	�����*��	�	����#��
�������	��������	�	���$�����������
��	������������������	�
����	�
�
����	�����
���������	�	�	�	�����	���	������	
����
�

��������������������������
��������������
���	����*
�	�
���&

	�	�
���
���	����
�������	�	�	�	�����
�������


	
����	��������	���&
�	
	�����	�
�#�  ��$��

�7���
'��������8������
���	����#�  %$�

&����
�	�
�
������������&'6&(�����������
��

����
�	
�������  %��

��������  "���F����	�
�
�����
	
��	
���������������
�������������	
����
����	��
�	
���������	������
���������������������
A����	�
���������
���������=���������
�������
��������
'�
���������  %�������
�������
��	���������

����*
�����������������������
����
�����	
���	
�
�	��
��	�	�	�	������������

�
���	
����	���
�������
�)���*
�����  %��

�G�
������  "��������	
�
�	�����	�	�	�	������
������	
����	���
�������G�
������  "�	��
�����	
�

��	
�������  "���
�������
��	���������

��������
�����������

������������������

�����
	������
�������
���
�

�

����
�
�	
���������������	�	�	�	���������
���
��

������  %�����  "�#�����������$����

	�	
���������
�����
����������
�/1�����	
����
������������������
��	�	�������������������
���������������������������	�
/%��������
���
���������������
�����=���������������
�	���������

������������������	

	�	
���?�����������?�
��������������
�
���������
��������������

�
������	�
��������
�	
�����&'6&(��������
���
����������������	����������������	�	�	�	����	�����	�
C�����
�*
������
���
�
�	
���������
���������
�
�	
�������


���
����������������������
���
�
�	
�����	������������
���	��������	���	
�����	
���������	������
���������
�
���
�
�	
�����	
���������	������
���#����������������
�����������������������
�������������

�
�$���

��������
��
�������������	���
�������	��
���������������	��
�������������������
���
�
�	
�����	����
���
����/1����
���	���������
�������
���
�
�	
�������6��
�
�	
�����	�
�	�������������
��������
	
�����������=��������
�����
�������
�	
�����&'6&(��������	����/2+�������
�
�	
�����
������
�*�����������
�
�	
���������

�/2+��	��
	���*
���
�
���������������������������
���������
�
�	
�����
&
���
���
�����	�
���������
���
�
�	
�����
	������

�����	������	�
����	
������
�
�	
��������	
�������&'6&(
������������
�
��

��
���
�
�	
�����	
������	�
�����*
������������������
��

������������
���������
�
��


�
���
�
�	
������������������
��	��
����������	

	*
�	
�����

����������
	���������������&��
����	��
��������	�
	��	������
������������������������������������
	

	�	
���?�����
�
��

��
���
�
�	
��������������	

�����	
��	����	�
�������	
���������
�	
��	�	�����������	�

����
�������������������������������	������������
��	�	����	

	�	
����

&����	������������
�������������	��
�������
���������
	�
�������
�����	
�������&'6&(�
����
����������������
	
������	�
�����������������������
��

����������������	�
���������	����������������������C���
�	=�������	����	�
����
���
�
��

��
���
�
�	
���������������������
���	�	���
	

	�	
�����

��
�	
��	�	�������������������������
��

���������	
�
�����	
	
��������	�	�	�	�������������������
�
�����

������������������	

	�	
���?�����������?����������
���������
�����������������������������������	������	

����&'6&(�������	���������
�������������

1993 1994

Individual 434 446
Couple 652 669
Unearned income
  disregard 20 20
Earned income
  disregard

$65 plus 1/2 of 
earned income 

beyond $65

$65 plus 1/2 of 
earned income 

beyond $65

Individual 2,000 2,000
Couple 3,000 3,000

SOURCE:  U.S. House of Representatives (1993).

Table 1.  
General program parameters for determining SSI 
financial eligibility, 1993 and 1994 (in dollars)

Federal benefit rate

Asset cutoff
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196.51 156.05 . . . . . . 
79.17 6.61 77.73 5.92
75.45 43.07 54.60 49.79
22.84 42.01 9.61 29.47

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later (percent) a 6.01 23.79 0.34 5.82
Entered U.S. before 1980 (percent) a 16.42 37.08 9.25 28.98

23.43 42.39 3.65 18.74
26.30 44.06 6.15 24.02
16.08 36.77 40.08 49.01
19.02 39.28 40.57 49.11

4.39 20.51 48.57 49.98
38.86 48.78 74.05 43.84
71.41 45.22 97.50 15.61
68.94 46.31 73.34 44.22

3.48 18.34 2.99 17.04
27.96 44.92 11.26 31.61
15.08 35.81 6.83 25.23

0.51 1.19 0.46 0.99
6.41 7.15 6.58 7.20

insurance (dollars) a 558.84 2,644.32 989.64 2,826.15
22.05 41.49 83.06 37.52
31.44 46.47 75.88 42.78
23.92 42.69 17.27 37.80
90.58 29.23 97.69 15.04
56.81 49.58 6.10 23.93

a.
b.

Sample means for eligible and ineligible units are statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.
Sample means for eligible and ineligible units are statistically different at the 5 percent level of significance.

597 5,400

. . . = not applicable; MSA = metropolitan statistical area.

Table 2.
Characteristics of SSI-eligible units and units not eligible for SSI

Variable Mean

Eligible 

Standard 
deviation

Not eligible

Mean
Standard 
deviation

Medicaid (percent) a

Number of observations

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

NOTES:  Sample means and standard deviations are calculated using household weights.

Private health insurance (percent) a

Car ownership (percent) a

Living with others (percent) a

Medicare (percent) a

Receipt of time transfers (percent) a

Severe disability, head or spouse (percent) a

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 12 months
Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months

Foreign-born, head or spouse (percent) a
Female-headed unit (percent) a
Age of unit head (years) a
Calculated benefit (dollars) a

Hispanic, head or spouse (percent) a

Spouse (percent) a

Medical expenses in previous 12 months not covered by  

Black, head or spouse (percent) a

Completed high school, head or spouse (percent) a

Pension, head or spouse (percent) a

Home ownership (percent) a

Social Security, head or spouse (percent) a

Residence in MSA (percent) b

Receipt of private money transfers (percent) 
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236.95 1,794.61
178.97 2,210.52

1st 0 769
2nd (median) 265 1,274
3rd 380 2,101

224.22 110,605.20
490.72 326,053.60

1st 0 2,000
2nd (median) 0 22,000
3rd 157 101,000

398.69 1,934.11
339.46 2,886.84

1st 297 806
2nd (median) 434 1,325
3rd 454 2,200

280.37 1,929.99
357.97 2,888.42

1st 0 801
2nd (median) 290 1,323
3rd 400 2,200

21,336.41 196,902.70
41,785.77 412,716.70

1st 0 36,000
2nd (median) 850 100,000
3rd 30,000 216,000

19,971.48 192,558.00
41,045.09 409,788.70

1st 0 33,000
2nd (median) 600 96,000
3rd 29,500 212,000

597 5,400

a. Sample means for eligible and ineligible units are statistically 
different at the 1 percent level of significance.

Table 3.
Income and assets of SSI-eligible units and units not 
eligible for SSI (in dollars)

Variable Eligible Not eligible 

SSI countable income
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

SSI countable assets
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income including SSI 
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income excluding SSI 
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total assets
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Net worth

NOTES:  Sample means, standard deviations, and quartiles are 
calculated using household weights.  
Income is the amount reported for the previous month.

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets 
and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Number of observations
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Mean Mean

219.73 152.99 169.43 155.49
79.15 6.56 79.20 6.68
75.14 43.28 75.81 42.91
27.48 44.71 17.42 38.01

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later (percent) 6.19 24.14 5.80 23.43
Entered U.S. before 1980 (percent) a 20.94 40.75 11.15 31.54

32.86 47.04 12.42 33.05
31.80 46.64 19.88 39.99
15.32 36.07 16.97 37.61

8.95 28.59 30.77 46.24
1.68 12.87 7.56 26.49

30.10 45.94 49.09 50.09
68.04 46.70 75.33 43.19
66.88 47.13 71.35 45.30

1.37 11.66 5.93 23.67
32.44 46.88 22.73 41.99
18.70 39.05 10.85 31.16

0.62 1.40 0.38 0.87
7.82 7.87 4.77 5.81

193.31 464.30 985.34 3,820.36
6.30 24.34 40.41 49.17

23.20 42.27 41.06 49.29
27.98 44.96 19.17 39.44
92.86 25.78 87.92 32.66
86.95 33.74 21.65 41.27

a.
b.
c.
d. The unweighted SSI participation rate is included for completeness; however, it should not be used for population estimates 

because of the oversampling of blacks and Hispanics in the AHEAD.

Sample means for participants and nonparticipants are statistically different at the 10 percent level of significance.

Participants Eligible nonparticipants

Standard 
deviation

Standard 
deviation

MSA = metropolitan statistical area.

Sample means for participants and nonparticipants are statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.
Sample means for participants and nonparticipants are statistically different at the 5 percent level of significance.

Hispanic, head or spouse (percent) a

NOTE:  Sample means and standard deviations are calculated using household weights.

57.79
53.85

Black, head or spouse (percent) a

Spouse (percent)

345 252

Car ownership (percent) a

Living with others b

Medicare (percent) b

Female-headed unit (percent)
Foreign-born, head or spouse (percent) a

insurance (dollars) a

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

Medicaid (percent) a

Number of observations 

Private health insurance (percent) a

Weighted
Unweighted d

Table 4.
Characteristics of SSI participants and eligible nonparticipants

Variable

Calculated benefit (dollars) a

Age of unit head (years)

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 12 months b

SSI participation rate (percent)

Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months a

Completed high school, head or spouse (percent) a

Medical expenses in previous 12 months not covered by

Pension, head or spouse (percent) a

Home ownership (percent) a

Social Security, head or spouse (percent) c

Residence in MSA (percent)
Receipt of private money transfers (percent) a

Receipt of time transfers (percent) a

Severe disability, head or spouse (percent) a
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206.77 272.15
170.28 182.71

1st 0 106
2nd (median) 234 307
3rd 330 405

144.90 316.78
381.19 580.76

1st 0 0
2nd (median) 0 0
3rd 15 350

442.37 347.72
Standard deviation 107.05 481.70

434 190
454 345
466 434

222.64 347.72
179.91 481.70

1st 0 190
2nd (median) 255 345
3rd 350 434

10,517.22 33,960.29
23,654.84 53,304.32

1st 0 5
2nd (median) 200 5,000
3rd 10,500 55,000

9,671.77 31,989.22
25,003.14 51,568.65

1st 0 0
2nd (median) 100 4,600
3rd 9,793 50,000

345 252

a. Sample means for participants and nonparticipants are statistically 
different at the 1 percent level of significance.

Table 5.
Income and assets of SSI participants and SSI-eligible 
nonparticipants (in dollars)

Variable Participants
Eligible non-
participants

Number of observations

SSI countable income
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

SSI countable assets
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income including SSI 

Quartile
1st
2nd (median)
3rd

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income excluding SSI
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

NOTES:  Sample means, standard deviations, and quartiles are 
calculated using household weights.
Income is the amount reported for the previous month.

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets 
and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

Mean a

Net worth
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total assets
Mean a

* *
0 1 2( , , )i i i i i if Benefit Cost Benefit Costγ γ γ β′= + + +X X

*
0 1 2 1( )i i i i i iP Benefit Costγ γ γ β ε γ ψ′= + + + + −X

*
i i iBenefit α ν′= +Z

( )i i i iBenefit α ν ψ′= + +Z
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1.48 1.49 -0.70
0.20 *** . . . . . .

. . . 0.16 * 0.43 ***
-0.02 -0.01 0.00
0.15 0.13 0.28 *

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later -0.40 -0.53 -0.68 **
Entered U.S. before 1980 -0.17 -0.24 -0.09

0.80 *** 0.82 *** 0.69 ***
0.40 ** 0.40 *** 0.39 ***
0.08 0.03 -0.15

-0.52 ** -0.50 ** -0.35 **
-0.15 -0.28 -0.57 **
-0.56 *** -0.55 *** -0.45 ***
0.38 0.24 0.66 ***

-0.61 *** -0.63 *** -0.42 ***
-0.98 ** -0.96 ** -0.83 ***
0.09 -0.02 -0.02
0.32 0.34 0.06
0.03 ** 0.03 * 0.02 *
0.08 0.09 0.09 **
0.04 *** 0.04 *** 0.03 ***

-0.06 *** -0.06 *** -0.02 *
-1.09 *** -1.12 *** -1.12 ***
0.03 0.02 -0.08

a. Measured in hundreds of dollars for probit estimation.

NOTES:  Probits are estimated using household weights.

*** Significant at the 1 percent level.
** Significant at the 5 percent level.
* Significant at the 10 percent level.

. . . = not applicable; MSA = metropolitan statistical area.

Log likelihood
Pseudo R2

Number of observations

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

0.34

597

-275.08
0.33

Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months
Medical expenses in previous 12 months not covered 

Private health insurance
Car ownership

by insurance a

Receipt of time transfers
Severe disability, head or spouse
Proxy for income variance a

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 12 months

Home ownership 
Social Security, head or spouse
Residence in MSA
Receipt of private money transfers

Black, head or spouse
Spouse 
Completed high school, head or spouse
Pension, head or spouse

Age of unit head
Female-headed unit
Foreign born, head or spouse

Hispanic, head or spouse

Parameter

Intercept
Calculated benefit a

Predicted benefit a
0.08

∂P/∂X

Table 6.
Parameter estimates and marginal effects for SSI participation probits 

Simple probit
Probit corrected for 
measurement error

Probit corrected for 
measurement error

and misclassification
of eligibility

Variable Parameter Parameter

-0.01
0.06

-0.15
-0.07
0.30
0.16
0.03

-0.34
0.04
0.13

-0.20
-0.06
-0.22
0.15

-0.39
0.01

-272.05

. . .

0.01
0.03
0.01

-0.02

-0.24

0.01
-0.40
-0.02

0.02
0.04
0.01
0.14

-0.01
-0.33
-0.24
0.09

-0.22
-0.11
-0.19
0.01
0.16
0.31

-0.09
-0.20

0.05
-0.01
0.06

. . .

∂P/∂X

597

∂P/∂X

. . .
0.15
0.00
0.09

-0.19
-0.03
0.26
0.14

-0.05
-0.11
-0.17
-0.15
0.20

-0.15
-0.22
-0.01
0.02
0.01
0.03
0.01

-0.01

2,292

-0.34
-0.03

-981.61
0.36
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Mean
Standard
 deviation Mean

Standard
 deviation Mean

Standard
 deviation

271.49 122.21 50.89 28.20 201.78 144.89
79.17 6.61 79.28 6.91 79.20 6.70
75.45 43.07 77.85 41.60 76.21 42.60
22.84 42.01 14.51 35.29 20.21 40.18

6.01 23.79 0.96 9.77 4.42 20.56
16.42 37.08 13.55 34.30 15.52 36.23
23.43 42.39 12.32 32.93 19.92 39.96
26.30 44.06 17.03 37.66 23.37 42.34
16.08 36.77 14.80 35.58 15.68 36.38
19.02 39.28 24.18 42.90 20.65 40.50

4.39 20.51 5.80 23.42 4.84 21.47
38.86 48.78 42.15 49.48 39.90 49.00
71.41 45.22 99.34 8.10 80.23 39.85
68.94 46.31 69.34 46.20 69.07 46.25

3.48 18.34 2.59 15.93 3.20 17.61
27.96 44.92 24.57 43.13 26.89 44.36
15.08 35.81 14.27 35.05 14.83 35.56

0.51 1.19 0.47 0.85 0.50 1.09
6.41 7.15 6.46 8.21 6.43 7.50

558.84 2,644.32 893.11 3,018.22 664.46 2,770.44
22.05 41.49 36.26 48.17 26.54 44.18
31.44 46.47 41.91 49.44 34.75 47.64
23.92 42.69 24.98 43.37 24.25 42.89
90.58 29.23 98.39 12.62 93.05 25.45
56.81 49.58 42.07 49.46 52.15 49.98

a.

b.

c.

d.

256 853

NOTES:  Sample means and standard deviations are calculated using household weights.

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old. 

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 12 months

Residence in MSA (percent)
Receipt of private money transfers (percent)
Receipt of time transfers (percent)
Severe disability, head or spouse (percent)

Calculated benefit (dollars) a

Age of unit head (years)
Female-headed unit (percent)

Social Security, head or spouse (percent) a,c

Foreign-born, head or spouse (percent) a

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later (percent) a

Entered U.S. before 1980 (percent)
Hispanic, head or spouse (percent) a

Black, head or spouse (percent) a

Spouse (percent)
Completed high school, head or spouse (percent) b

Pension, head or spouse (percent)
Home ownership (percent)

Variable

Table 7.
Characteristics of SSI eligibles under original program rules, those made eligible for SSI as a result of the 
simulated rule change, and all SSI eligibles under the simulated program rules

SSI eligibles under 
original program 

rules

Those made eligible 
for SSI as a result
of the simulated

rule change

All SSI eligibles
under the simulated

program rules

Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months
Medical expenses in previous 12 months not covered

Private health insurance (percent) a,d

Number of observations

by insurance (dollars)

Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for all SSI eligibles under the simulated program rules are 
statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.
Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for all SSI eligibles under the simulated program rules are 
statistically different at the 10 percent level of significance.

Car ownership (percent) a

Living with others
Medicare (percent) a,d

Medicaid (percent) a,d

Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for those made eligible for SSI as a result of the simulated 
rule change are statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.
Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for those made eligible for SSI as a result of the simulated 
rule change are statistically different at the 10 percent level of significance.

MSA = metropolitan statistical area.
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161.10 378.17 229.69
143.09 103.19 165.98

0 335 89
156 375 245
275 403 359

224.22 361.74 267.68
490.72 626.75 540.84

0 0 0
0 0 0

157 500 240

438.44 537.60 469.77
329.45 131.55 285.98

338 473 381
431 526 473
507 549 532

280.37 518.88 355.73
357.97 134.01 324.93

0 463 225
290 500 378
400 533 495

21,336.41 23,453.61 22,005.43
41,785.77 39,031.79 40,923.98

0 50 0
850 1,600 1,100

30,000 37,000 34,000

19,971.48 20,584.85 20,165.30
41,045.09 40,621.74 40,888.25

0 0 0
600 1,120 1,000

29,500 35,125 31,000
597 256 853

a.

b.

c.

Income is the amount reported for the previous month.

Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for those made eligible for SSI as a result of the simulated 
rule change are statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.

Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for all SSI eligibles under the simulated rules are 
statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.
Sample means for SSI eligibles under the original program rules and for all SSI eligibles under the simulated rules are 
statistically different at the 10 percent level of significance.

3rd
Number of observations

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old. 

NOTES:  Sample means, standard deviations, and quartiles are calculated using household weights.

Standard deviation
Quartile

1st
2nd (median)

2nd (median)
3rd

Net worth
Mean

Standard deviation
Quartile

1st

3rd
Total assets

Mean

Standard deviation
Quartile

1st
2nd (median)

2nd (median)
3rd

Total unit income excluding SSI 
Mean a,b

Mean a,c

Standard deviation
Quartile

1st

1st
2nd (median)
3rd

Total unit income including SSI 

Mean a,b

Standard deviation
Quartile

1st
2nd (median)
3rd

SSI countable assets

SSI countable income 
Mean a,b

Standard deviation
Quartile

Table 8.
Income and assets of SSI eligibles under original program rules, those made eligible for SSI as a result of the 
simulated rule change, and all SSI eligibles under the simulated program rules (in dollars)

SSI eligibles
under the original

program rules

Those made eligible for 
SSI as a result of the 
simulated rule change

All SSI eligibles
under the simulated 

program rulesVariable



����������	
����
	������������������������������������ ,-

��	���	���	�	�������������������
��

���������	�	
������*
��������������������
	��	
�����	
���
	
�����
	���
����
��
��	���	���	������������
	���
�����	�	��
������
����
���
	���
���	�	����
�
����	�	��
������
���
��������������
	�
	
����������
	
��������
��	���	���	�
	�	��
�������������
���
	���
�����	�	��
������
��������
	���
���	�	����
�
���*
�	�	��
�������	���������	����
�	���
���	����������������

��
������	�	
������������������

���������������������
��	��
������
�	������
�������	
�������	
���������

��
�����	�	
�
������
���������	�	��
���

�
������	
��������	��
����
������
��������
����
����	�	��
����

���������	�	
�����������������#�������"

�

�+$��

����
	���
���������	�	��
����

��������	������

��������������#������� ��

���$���4��������������
����������������������
��	�����	>�
���������
	���

����	�	��
�������������������	
�
�	��������
�������������	�	*
��
����

���������	�	
�����������,�������������+��������
�
������
	���
�����	�	��
����

��������	������
��������
����������	������	��������	���	
�������������
��	���2!
�����
���������	�	��
����

���������	�	
�����������������
�������
	��	
�����#	
���
	
���

������
	
�����
	���
����
��
��	������
��$�����������������

�
�����������������
�	������������
	���
�����	�	��
����

��������	������

����������������������	���������
������	
�����	�������

Mean Mean

233.47 147.87 171.53 135.22
79.21 6.74 79.20 6.67
77.10 42.05 75.36 43.12
25.56 43.65 15.09 35.82

5.05 21.92 3.81 19.15
20.22 40.18 11.03 31.34
29.55 45.65 10.72 30.95
28.53 45.18 18.44 38.80
15.51 36.22 15.83 36.52
11.94 32.44 28.97 45.39

2.09 14.31 7.46 26.29
30.16 45.92 49.21 50.02
75.07 43.29 85.17 35.56
68.46 46.49 69.65 46.00

1.40 11.74 4.92 21.64
31.93 46.65 22.07 41.50
18.07 38.50 11.73 32.20

0.61 1.31 0.39 0.82
7.59 8.15 5.32 6.63

297.15 690.05 1015.19 3781.18
7.46 26.29 44.75 49.75

25.05 43.35 44.01 49.67
29.72 45.73 19.03 39.28
92.21 26.82 93.85 24.04
68.39 46.52 36.65 48.21

a.

Private health insurance (percent) a

Receipt of private money transfers (percent) a

Receipt of time transfers (percent) a

Severe disability, head or spouse (percent) a

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 12 months a

Predicted eligible 
nonparticipants

Standard
deviation

Predicted SSI participation rate (percent)

Number of observations

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old. 

Sample means for predicted participants and predicted eligible nonparticipants are statistically different at the 1 percent level of 
significance.

Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months a

Medical expenses in previous 12 months not covered 
by insurance (dollars) a

48.8

853

NOTES:  Sample means and standard deviations are calculated using household weights.
MSA = metropolitan statistical area.

Car ownership (percent) a

Living with others (percent) a

Medicare (percent)
Medicaid (percent) a

Pension, head or spouse (percent) a

Home ownership (percent) a

Social Security, head or spouse (percent) a

Residence in MSA (percent)

Hispanic, head or spouse (percent) a

Black, head or spouse (percent) a

Spouse (percent)
Completed high school, head or spouse (percent) a

Female-headed unit (percent)
Foreign-born, head or spouse (percent) a

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later (percent)
Entered U.S. before 1980 (percent) a

Table 9.
Characteristics of predicted SSI participants and predicted SSI-eligible nonparticipants under simulated 
program rules

Variable

Calculated benefit (dollars) a

Age of unit head (years)

Predicted participants

Standard
deviation
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Variable

187.87 269.62
160.80 160.93

1st 0 170
2nd (median) 177 284
3rd 301 375

185.97 345.69
440.76 611.42

1st 0 0
2nd (Median) 0 0
3rd 100 450

523.07 418.87
154.72 388.26

1st 422.34 300
2nd (median) 559 418
3rd 571 506

289.61 418.87
222.97 388.26

1st 76 300
2nd (median) 306 418
3rd 430 506

13,949.75 29,697.36
33,483.57 45,630.33

1st 0 100
2nd (median) 300 4,400
3rd 12,000 45,000

12,731.08 27,263.84
32,941.69 46,138.61

1st 0 0
2nd (median) 200 3,000
3rd 10,500 43,000

a.

Standard deviation

Table 10.
Income and assets of predicted SSI participants and predicted SSI-
eligible nonparticipants under simulated program rules (in dollars)

Predicted eligible
nonparticipants

Mean a

Predicted participants

SSI countable income 

Quartile

SSI countable assets
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income including SSI 
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total unit income excluding SSI 
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Total household assets
Mean a

Standard deviation
Quartile

Net worth
Mean a

Standard deviation

NOTES: Sample means, standard deviations, and quartiles are calculated using 
household weights.

Sample means for predicted participants and predicted eligible nonparticipants are 
statistically different at the 1 percent level of significance.

Income is the amount reported for the previous month.

Quartile

Number of observations 853

SOURCE: Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health 
Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.
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Mean
Standard
deviation Mean

Standard
deviation Mean

Standard
deviation Mean

Standard
deviation

-192.70 279.79 -149.27 141.36 147.40 96.11 -610.86 514.41

178.02 187.64 152.32 163.43 163.52 95.98 351.25 265.19

597.69 318.04 553.76 213.74 240.70 127.82 1,025.75 512.03

8,141.28 30,908.94 317.39 563.00 22,175.05 25,905.77 53,551.73 70,735.99

801.98 415.92 731.19 319.87 430.06 95.50 1,411.02 500.88

623.96 324.77 578.86 219.98 266.55 139.58 1,059.78 520.12

31,201.98 65,737.04 14,687.05 28,542.85 40,816.18 39,067.94 135,003.50 128,385.50

29,541.95 63,924.30 13,492.68 26,617.01 39,709.11 39,094.10 130,089.30 126,713.50

370.73 370.12 301.59 249.85 16.11 71.53 962.11 505.08

210.68 274.83 149.27 141.36 . . . . . . 610.86 514.41

5,937.69 30,938.60 . . . . . . 20,175.05 25,905.77 51,286.79 70,859.64

79.03 6.32 78.70 6.23 81.26 4.42 80.30 7.38

79.41 40.56 80.81 39.53 72.35 46.55 73.07 45.64

17.96 38.50 19.19 39.53 16.55 38.68 10.46 31.49

Entered U.S. in 1980 or later 0.88 9.39 1.07 10.35 . . . . . . . . . . . .

Entered U.S. before 1980 17.07 37.74 18.12 38.67 16.55 38.68 10.46 31.49

16.23 36.99 19.71 39.94 . . . . . . . . . . . .

18.27 38.76 16.91 37.63 59.38 51.12 10.78 31.92
21.34 41.10 21.84 41.48 . . . . . . 26.49 45.41

(percent) 23.42 42.48 21.97 41.57 15.91 38.07 35.78 49.33

8.46 27.92 7.05 25.70 . . . . . . 21.01 41.92

37.13 48.47 30.71 46.31 41.24 51.24 77.32 43.09

98.54 12.04 99.23 8.75 83.45 38.68 100.00 0.00

76.73 42.39 76.02 42.86 59.59 51.07 88.13 33.29

1.50 12.20 1.38 11.70 7.32 27.11 . . . . . . 

32.48 46.98 29.51 45.79 49.07 52.03 45.28 51.22

13.57 34.36 11.21 31.67 19.09 40.91 26.81 45.58

0.60 1.03 0.59 1.07 0.28 0.47 0.83 0.90

7.77 7.97 7.64 7.27 4.79 3.38 9.81 12.41

509.13 2,494.54 437.03 2,697.40 591.93 967.05 946.11 1,182.79

18.52 38.97 14.81 35.66 9.42 30.40 46.32 51.31

39.81 49.10 38.21 48.78 8.59 29.16 62.61 49.79

50.55 50.15 51.84 50.16 33.73 49.21 48.85 51.44

95.50 20.80 94.98 21.91 92.63 27.20 100.00 0.00

77.31 42.02 85.12 35.72 77.90 43.19 26.13 45.21

Participants ineligible due to—

All ineligible participants

Table A-1.
Characteristics of ineligible participants by reason for ineligibility

Variable

Calculated benefit (dollars)

Self-reported benefit (dollars)

Income only Resources only Income and resources

Hispanic, head or spouse (percent)

Black, head or spouse (percent)

SSI countable income (dollars)

SSI countable assets (dollars)

Total unit income including SSI

Total unit income excluding SSI 

(dollars)

Spouse (percent)

Completed high school, head or spouse 

Pension, head or spouse (percent)

Home ownership (percent)

Medical expenses in previous 12 months not 

covered by insurance (dollars)

12 months

Social Security, head or spouse (percent)

Residence in MSA (percent)

Receipt of private money transfers (percent)

Receipt of time transfers (percent)

Severe disability, head or spouse (percent)

Number of overnight hospital stays in previous 

Number of doctor visits in previous 12 months

159 128 13 18

Medicaid (percent)

Number of observations

Private health insurance (percent)

Car ownership (percent)

Living with others (percent)

Medicare (percent)

(dollars)

and income cutoff (dollars)

Difference between countable resources 

Total assets (dollars)

Net worth (dollars)

Difference between calculated benefit and 

Difference between countable income  

self-reported benefit (dollars)

Age of unit head (years)

Female-headed unit (percent)

Foreign-born, head or spouse (percent)

and resource cutoff (dollars)

. . . = not applicable; MSA = metropolitan statistical area.

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

NOTES:  Sample means and standard deviations are calculated using household weights.

Income is the amount reported for the previous month.
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597 13.5 28.2
Participant 345 2.7 20.6
Nonparticipant 252 26.1 37.2

5,400 34.4 45.1
Participant 159 9.2 19.0
Nonparticipant 5,241 35.1 45.8

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of 
Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

NOTE:  Frequencies are calculated using household weights.

Table A-2.  
Imputation of AHEAD income and assets, by SSI 
eligibility and participation status

Not eligible

Number of 
observations

Percentage 
with at least 
one imputed 
income item

Percentage 
with at least 
one imputed 
asset item

Eligible

Variable

Census division weighted-
average maximum SSI benefit 0.6402 *** 0.0113

Head and spouse combined 
Social Security income -0.5979 *** 0.0197

Adjusted R2

Number of observations 597

*** Significant at the 1 percent level.

Table A-3.
Ordinary least squares instrumental variables results 
for predicted SSI benefit amount

SOURCE:  Author’s calculations using data from the Study of 
Assets and Health Dynamics Among the Oldest Old.

NOTES:  Ordinary least squares estimates are calculated using 
household weights.

Coefficient
Standard 

error

0.8590
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