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As the Nation’s principal 
conservation agency, the Department 
of the Interior has responsibility for 
most of our nationally owned public 

lands and natural resources. This 
includes fostering the wisest use 
of our land and water resources, 
protecting our fish and wildlife, 

preserving the environmental and 
cultural values of our national 

parks and historical places, and 
providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The 
Department assesses our energy 

and mineral resources and works to 
assure that their development is in 
the best interest of all our people. 
The Department also has a major 
responsibility for American Indian 
reservation communities and for 

people who live in Island Territories 
under U.S. administration. 
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Appendix N
Areas of Critical 
Environmental 
Concern

This appendix provides detailed information about Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.  

In this appendix:

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 484
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Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
This section contains detailed information about Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). Two 
tables are included. Table N-1, which shows Areas of Critical Environmental Concern by alternative, 
includes information about the categories of Relevant and Important Values and any management direction 
that applies to the area. Table N-2 contains more specific information about the Relevant and Important 
Values for each ACEC.

The ACECs denoted by the darker gray shading are those that were not further analyzed for designation 
under the action alternatives because they did not meet relevance and importance criteria and/or do not 
need special management attention. Management direction for these areas is the management direction 
in the current plans, and would only be applied under the No Action Alternative. Four of these areas have 
other special designations that make ACEC designation unnecessary:

North Umpqua River is a Wild and Scenic River.•	
Sterling Mine Ditch is eligible for listing under the National Historic Preservation Act.•	
Jenny Creek and Pilot Rock are within the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument.•	

The ACECs denoted by the lighter gray shading are those that meet all of the criteria for designation, but 
would not be designated under one or more action alternatives, because the relevant and important values 
cannot be managed without including the O&C harvest land base.
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