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39 or younger 11.9 10.4 2.7 7.3
40 to 49 9.1 10.2 3.6 6.6
50 to 59 10.8 7.1 3.4 6.8
60 to 64 5.0 3.1 2.1 3.4
65 to 69 17.2 19.5 20.5 19.0
70 to 79 29.4 29.4 42.3 35.6
80 or older 16.6 20.4 25.3 21.2

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Sex
Female 63.5 62.3 65.4 64.3
Male 36.5 37.7 34.6 35.7

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Race and ethnicity

White  55.3 62.8 60.9 58.8
Black  27.0 27.6 18.4 22.9
Asian or other 3.7 2.7 8.6 6.0

Hispanic 14.0 6.9 12.0 12.3
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Marital status

16.8 18.4 20.7 18.8
6.3 6.9 8.0 7.2

Divorced 18.0 14.1 12.1 14.8
Widowed 35.5 40.0 45.5 40.8
Never married 23.5 20.6 13.7 18.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Living arrangement
Alone 43.0 44.4 43.3 43.2
With others 57.0 55.6 56.7 56.8

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Education
High school graduate 34.1 35.2 39.9 37.0
Less than high school 65.9 64.8 60.1 63.0

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Health status
Excellent 2.8 3.0 5.8 4.2
Very good 6.8 6.4 11.4 9.0
Good 19.2 23.8 30.3 25.0
Fair 39.1 41.2 30.5 35.2
Poor 32.1 25.6 22.1 26.6

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Continued

Non-Hispanic

Married 
Spouse present
Separated or spouse absent

Table 1.
Characteristics of persons eligible for Medicare savings programs, by 
enrollment status, 1996-1997

Characteristic

Age

Enrolled at 
interview

Enrolled 
later

Percentage distribution

Never 
enrolled All eligibles
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Doctor visits in past year
None 9.4      16.9    14.4     12.6
One 6.7      11.6    7.5       7.6
Two to four 26.8    27.5    32.1     29.4
Five or more 57.1    44.0    46.0     50.4

Total 100.0  100.0  100.0   100.0

Hospitalized in past 12 months
Yes 29.5    22.4    20.6     24.5
No 70.5    77.6    79.4     75.5

Total 100.0  100.0  100.0   100.0

 
Has difficulty— 

Seeing 22.7    25.6    17.8     20.6    
Hearing 16.4    14.5    16.3     16.2    
Lifting 10 pounds 45.0    44.0    36.5     40.8    
Climbing stairs 57.0    54.0    43.8     50.4    
Walking quarter mile 52.4    51.3    44.1     48.3    
Using phone 11.3    13.0    8.2       10.0    
Getting around home 16.3    14.8    12.6     14.4    
Getting around outside 36.1    32.9    27.9     31.9    
With chair or bed 19.9    20.0    14.5     17.3    
Bathing 19.1    20.9    14.4     17.0    
Dressing 12.9    12.9    10.0     11.5    
Eating 6.4      6.7      4.2       5.4      
Using toilet 10.1    11.6    6.1       8.3      
Preparing meals 21.1    20.0    14.4     17.8    
Doing light housework 26.2    24.2    17.7     22.0    

Lifting 10 pounds 17.2    19.7    14.2     16.0    
Climbing stairs 28.9    29.1    25.7     27.4    
Walking quarter mile 18.9    15.6    15.6     17.0    
Using phone 5.9      7.7      4.5       5.4      
Getting around home 8.6      7.1      6.3       7.4      
Getting around outside 31.0    30.0    23.0     27.1    
With chair or bed 9.2      8.1      6.2       7.6      
Bathing 13.3    12.6    9.8       11.6    
Dressing 8.8      8.1      6.6       7.7      
Using toilet 7.0      7.3      4.4       5.8      
Preparing meals 17.9    16.5    12.0     15.0    
Doing light housework 21.1    18.5    12.7     16.9

64.3    16.1    20.1     38.3

NOTE:  Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding.

SOURCE:  Estimates are based on weighted data from the 1996 panel of the Survey 
of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) file matched to SSA administrative 
records.  The SIPP data were gathered between December 1996 and November 
1997.    

Enrolled at 
interview

Enrolled 
later

Never 
enrolled

Receiving SSI

Unable or requires help— 

 Percentage reporting 
physical limitations 

Characteristic

Table 1.
Continued

All eligibles
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Characteristic
Standard 

error
Odds 
ratio

Intercept 1.62 0.24

Younger than age 64 -1.35 0.15 0.26
Aged 80 or older 0.24 0.14 1.27
Black, non-Hispanic -0.45 0.12 0.64
Married with spouse present 0.12 0.16 1.12
Widowed -0.17 0.13 0.85
Living alone -0.36 0.12 0.70
High school graduate -0.20 0.12 0.82
Health good or better 0.66 0.11 1.93
Hospitalized in past 12 months -0.32 0.12 0.73
Receiving SSI -1.95 0.11 0.14

Table 2.
Probability that persons eligible for Medicare 
savings programs will never enroll

SOURCE:  Estimates are based on weighted data from the 
1996 panel of the Survey of Income and Program Participation 
(SIPP) file matched to SSA administrative records.  The SIPP 
data were gathered between December 1996 and March 1997. 

NOTE:   Derived using an unweighted logistic regression.

Estimate


