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This application was generated using the PDF functionality. The PDF functionality automatically numbers the pages in this application.
Some pages/sections of this application may contain 2 sets of page numbers, one set created by the applicant and the other set created by
e-Application’s PDF functionality. Page numbers created by the e-Application PDF functionality will be preceded by the letter e (for
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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2008

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

" 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application: ™ If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

® Neu ————

O Continuation ' " Other (Specify)
O Revision I

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant dentifier:

L — S

Sa. Federal Entity Identifier: * &b. Federal Award Identifier:

|

State Use Only: |

. Date Received by Stae: | 7-Sate Applcaton enter. |——————————————————————

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

* a. Legal Name: [Addison Central School Distict — _— — - "

* b. Employer/Taxpayer identification Number (EIN/TIN): * ¢. Organizational DUNS:

66001452 073671646

O Preapplication

® Application
O Changed/Corrected Application

Street2:
* City:

County:
* State:

Province:

" Country: USA: UNITED STATES

*Zip / Postal Code:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Prefix: @: ' I * First Name: —!_ |
e e —————
Last Name

Suffix;

| Organizational Affiliation:
“Telephons Number: BOT-7353870_————————]Fax Number: 077353579 __
*Email: [barber@gstboces.org ' — | ' . ' '

Tracking Number: GRANT00473354 Funding Opportunity Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Received Data: 2008-06-10 12:05:02.000-04:00 Time 2one: GMT.5
PR/Award # S359B080045 éﬁ? I



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2008

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

> iIndependent School District
Type of Applicant 2: Sele¢t Applicant Type:

- O QOO

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

-

* 10. Name of Federal Agency:

.S, Department of Education

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

] a

CFDA Title:

arly Reading First

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

ED~-CRA 050708-002

* Title:

Farly Reading First 84.359A and B: Full Application

13. Competition identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project {Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

own of Addison, Steuben County, NY

* 135. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Bulld Literacy Awareness, Skills, and Training (BLAST Off)

Aftach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Tracking Number: GRANTO0473354 Funding Opportung Number: ED-GRANTS-0507908~002 Received Date: 2008-06-10 12:05:02.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # 53598080045 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/2009

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

16. Congressional Districts Of:

. Appcan b ProgramProjectgy ]

Aftach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

- ™™

17. Proposed Project:
* a. Start Date: [09/01/2008 *h. End Date: 108/31/2011

* a. Federal
* b. Applicant
* ¢. State

* d. Local

* e. Other

* f. Program Income

*g. TOTAL Q44 115,00

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?
O a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on :I .
@ b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

O ¢ Program is not covered by E.O. 12372

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt? (if "Yes", provide explanation.)
O Yes ® No

21. "By signing this application, | certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications™ and (2) that the statements
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | also provide the required assurances* and agree to com-
ply with any resulting terms if [ accept an award. | am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties, (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001}

Y =1 AGREE

™ The list of certifications and assurances, or an intemet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Prefix: I * First Name: [Bets

D e ——

Last e
I —

" Title:

" Telephone Number. B07-359-2244 ) Fax Number Bo7-3592246 |

e G org _ A—m———— - — — — — —— - — . — —
* Signature of Authorized Representative: * Date Signed:
Authorized for Local Reproduction Standard Form 424 (Revised 10/2005)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102
Tracking Number: GRANTO0473254 Funding Opportunag Number: ED-GRANTS-050708-002 Received Date: 2008-06-10 12:05:02.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # S3598080045 e



OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 01/31/200¢

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424 Version 02

* Applicant Federal Debt Delinquency Explanation

The following field should contain an explanation if the Applicant organization is delinquent on any Federal Debt. Maximum number of
characters that can be entered is 4,000. Try and avoid extra spaces and camage returns to maximize the availability of space.

Tracking Number: GRANTO0473354 Funding ﬂpm;'z' Number: ED-GRANTS-D56708-002 Received Bate: 2003-06-10 32:05:02.000-04:00 Time Zone: GMT-5
PR/Award # 5359B080045



Attachments

AdditionalCongressionalDistricts

File Name Mime Type
AdditionalProjectTitle
File Name _ Mime Type

Tracking Number: GRANTO00L7T3354 Funding memlg Numbar: ED.GRANTS-D50708-002 Received Date: 2005-06-10 12:05:02.000-04:00 Tima Zone: GMT.5
PR/Award # S359B080045 e



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS | Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

A e P i —

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the
Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
Addison Central School District year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read al

mstructions before completing form. :

SECTION A - BUDGET SUMMARY
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FUNDS

(b) (c (d) ()

1. Personnel ____|$ 473.645 |3 492,338 |3 515254 1s o Is o s 1481237
2 FringeBenefits |8 205859 |s 209359 |s — 2136475 o0 s o0 s 628865
3. Travel  Js 2125003 222105 22100s 0 s 0 s 65670
4 Equipment _ fs 160008 o s o [s o s o [s 16000
5 Supplies s j0s5u34|s 64062 s s0062fs o0 s o0 |s 21928
$ 99,200 |$ 99,200 |3 99200 s o s o s 297600
7. Constuction |8 o s o s o [s o s o s o _
8Oher  ds o s o s o Is o Is o s o
{lines 1-8)

10. Indirect Costs* | $ 23027 I 22179 s 2509 ds o s o s 67715
1]. TrainingStipends _ |$ 0 s o s o s o Js o s o |
11).

*Indirect Cost Information (To Be Completed by Your Business Office):

If you are requesting reimbursement for indirect costs on line 10, please answer the following questions:

(1) Do you have an Indirect Cost Rate Agreement approved by the Federal sovernment? X1 yes 1] No
(2) If yes, please provide the following information:
Period Covered by the Indirect Cost Rate Agreement: From: 7/1/2008 To: 6/30/2009 (mm/dd/yyyy)

Approving Federal agency: IXl ED [1 Other (please specify):
(3) For Restricted Rate Programs (check one) -- Are you using a restricted indirect cost rate that:

[] 15 included in your approved Indirect Cost Rate Agreement? or, X1 Complies with 34 CFR 76.564(c)(2)?

ED Form No. 524

PR/Award # S359B080045 eb



U.S. DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION t OMB Control Number: 1890-0004

BUDGET INFORMATION

Expiration Date: 06/30/2005

NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS l

Applicants requesting funding for only one year should complete the
Name of Institution/Organization: column under "Project Year 1." Applicants requesting funding for multi-
Addison Central Schoo!l District year grants should complete all applicable columns. Please read all
instructions before completing form.

SECTION B - BUDGET SUMMARY
NON-FEDERAL FUNDS

(b) (c) (d) (e
D.Personnel s o Js- o s o fs o s o s o
2.FringeBenefis  Is o fs o [s o fs o s o Js o
3. Trvel s o s o s o s o s o fs o
. Equipment s o s o Is o s o s o |
s o fs o s o Is- o

. Supplies

. Construction

oo |- o fun [
ol (o} [
g §

=5

0. Total Direct Costs
(lines 1-8)

10. Indirect Costs
11. Training Stpends

12. Total Costs (lines 9-
11)

&n

o
£
o

PR/Award # S358B080045 e7



ASSURANCES - NON-CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMS

OMB Approval No. 4040-0007
Expiration Date 04/30/2008

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 15 minutes per response, including time for reviewing
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the coliection of
information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for
reducing this burden, to the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0040), Washington, DC 20503.

PLEASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR COMPLETED FORM TO THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. SEND
IT TO THE ADDRESS PROVIDED BY THE SPONSORING AGENCY.

NOTE: Cer

ain of these assurances may not be applicabie to your project or program. If you have questions, please

contact the awarding agency. Further, certain Federal awarding agencies may require applicants to certify to
additional assurances. If such is the case, you will be notified.

As the duly authorized representative of the applicant, | certify that the applicant;

1.

Previous Edition Usable

Has the legal authority to apply for Federal assistance
and the institutional, managerial and financial capability
(including funds sufficient to pay the non-Federal share
of project cost) to ensure proper planning,

management and completion of the project described
in this application.

. Will give the awarding agency, the Comptrolier General

of the United States and, if approprtiate, the State,
through any authorized representative, access to and
the right to examine all records, books, papers, or
documents related to the award; and will establish a
proper accounting system in accordance with generally
accepted accounting standards or agency directives.

Will establish safeguards to prohibit employees from
using their positions for a purpose that constitutes or
presents the appearance of personal or organizational
conflict of interest, or personal gain.

Will initiate and compiete the work within the applicable
time frame after receipt of approval of the awarding

agency.

Wiil comply with the Intergovernmental Personnel Act
of 1970 (42 U.S.C. §84728-4763) relating to prescribed
standards for merit systems for programs funded under
one of the 19 statutes or reguiations specified in
Appendix A of OPM's Standards for a Merit System of
Personnel Administration (5 C.F.R. 900, Subpart F).

Wili comply with ali Federal statutes relating to
nondiscrimination. These include but are not limited to:
(a) Titie VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-352)
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin; (b) Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, as amended (20 U.S.C. §§1681-
1683, and 1685-1686), which prohibits discrimination
on the basis of sex; (¢) Section 504 of the

Rehabilitation

Tracking Number: GRANT004T3354

PR/Award # S359B8080045 ed

Authorized for Local Reporoduction

Act of 1973, as amended (28 U.S.C. §794), which
prohibits discrimination on the basis of handicaps; (d)
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended (42
U.S.C. §§6101-6107), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of age; (e) the Drug Abuse Office and
Treatment Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-255), as amended,
relating to nondiscrimination on the basis of drug
abuse; (f) the Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and
Aicoholism Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation
Act of 1270 (P.L. 91-6186), as amended, relating to
nondiscrimination on the basis of alcohol abuse or
alcoholism; (g) §8523 and 527 of the Public Health
Service Act of 1912 (42 U.5.C. §8290 dd-3 and 290
ee- 3), as amended, relating to confidentiality of alcohol
and drug abuse patient records; (h) Title Vill of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. §§3601 et seq.), as
amended, relating to nondiscrimination in the sale,
rental or financing of housing; (i) any other
nondiscrimination provisions in the specific statute(s)
under which application for Federal assistance is being
made; and, (j) the requirements of any other
nondiscrimination statute(s) which may apply to the
application.

. Wilt comply, or has aiready complied, with the

requiremnents of Titles Il and 1} of the Uniform
Reilocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition
Policies Act of 1970 (P.L. 91-646) which provide for fair
and equitable treatment of persons displaced or whose
property is acquired as a result of Federal or
federaliy-assisted programs. These requirements apply
to all interests in real property acqguired for project
purposes regardless of Federal participation in
purchases, :

. Wil comply, as applicable, with provisions of the Hatch

Act (5 U.5.C. §§1501-1508 and 7324-7328) which limit
the political activities of employees whose principal
empioyment activities are funded in whole or in part
with Federal funds.

Standard Form 424B {Rev. 7-97)
Prescribed by OMB Circular A-102



9. Will compily, as applicable, with the provisions of the 12. Wil comply with the Wiid and Scenic Rivers Act of

Davis- Bacon Act (40 U.5.C. §§276a to 276a-7), the 1968 (16 U.S.C. §§1271 et seq.) related to protecting
Copeland Act (40 U.S.C. §276c and 18 U.S.C. §874), components or potential components of the national
and the Contract Work Hours and Safety Standards wild and scenic rivers system.

Act (40 U.S.C. §§327- 333), regarding labor standards

for federally-assisted construction subagreements. 13. Will assist the awarding agency in assuring compliance

with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation

16. Will comply, if applicable, with flood insurance Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. §470), EO 11583
purchase requirements of Section 102(a) of the Flood (identification and protection of historic properties), and
Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-234) which the Archaeoclogical and Historic Preservation Act of
requires recipients in a special flood hazard area to 1874 (16 U.S.C. §8§4692a-1 et seq.).

participate in the program and to purchase flood
insurance if the total cost of insurable construction and
acquisition is $10,000 or more.

14. Wil comply with P.L. 83-348 regarding the protection of
human subjects involved in research, development,
and reiated activities supported by this award of

11. Will comply with environmental standards which may assistance.

be prescribed pursuant to the following: (a) institution . :
of environmental quality control measures under t 15. Wil comply with the Laboratory Animal Welfare Act of
quaity uncer the 1966 (P.L. 89-544, as amended, 7 U.S.C. §§2131 et

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. .y :
91-190) and Executive Order (EQ) 11514: (b) seq.) pertaining to the care, handling, and treatment of

notification of violating facilittes pursuant to EO 11738; warm blooded animais held for research, teaching, or
(c) protection of wetlands pursuant fo EO 11990; (d) other activities supported by this award of assistance.
evaluation of flood hazards in floodplains in 16. Wilt comply with the Lead-Based Paint Poisonin
accordance with EO 11935; (e) assurance of project Prevention Act (42 U.S.C. §84801 et seq.) which
consistency with the approved State management prohibits the use of lead-based paint in construction or
program developed under the Coastal Zone rehabilitation of residence structures.

Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. §§1451 et seq.);

(f) conformity of Federal actions to State (Clean Air) 17. Will cause to be performed the required financial and
implementation Plans under Section 176(c¢) of the compliance audits in accordance with the Single Audit
Clean Air Act of 1955, as amended (42 U.5.C. §8§7401 Act Amendments of 1986 and OMB Circular No. A-133,
et seq.); (g) protection of underground sources of "Audits of States, Local Governments, and Non-Profit
drinking water under the Safe Drinking Water Act of Organizations.”

1974, as amended (P.L. 83-523); and, (h) protection of
endangered species under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (P.L. 93- 205).

18. Will comply with all applicable requirements of all other
Federal laws, executive orders, regulations, and
policies governing this program.

* SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED CERTIFYING OFFICIAL *TITLE
Diane Habeck Superintendent of Schools

* APPLICANT ORGANIZATION * DATE SUBMITTED
Addison Central School District 06-10-2008

Standard Form 424B (Rev. 7-87) Back

Tracking Number: GRANT00473354

PR/Award # S359B080045 el



m
DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352 Approved by OMB
(See reverse for public burden disclosure.)

0348-0046
1. * Type of Federaj Action: 2. ™ Status of Federal Action: 3. * Report Type:
—4a. contract & a. bid/offer/appiication &2, initial filing
&b grant =D. initial award —b. material change
—C. COOpéerative agreement -.C. post-award For Material Change Only:
_d. loan year quarter
—e. loan guarantee date of last report

_f. loan insurance

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity: 5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and

Address of Prime:

S Prime _SubAwardee Tier if known:

* Name: Addison Central School District

* Address:
1 Colwell St

Addison
NY: New York

14801

Congressional District, if known:
29

6. " Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description: Early Reading First

Dept of Education, Elementary and Sacond CFDA Number, if applicable: 84.359

8. Federal Action Number, if known: 9. Award Amount, if known:

ED-GRANTS-050708-002

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant (if individual, complete name): | b. Individual FPerforming Services {including address if different

from No. 10a);

* Name:

N/A * Name:

N/A N/A
N/A

* Address:

11. information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.8.C. sec-
tion 1352. This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of
fact upon which reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was
made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352.
This information will be reported to the Congress semi-annually and will be
available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclos-
ure shall be subject to 2 civil penalty of not less than $10,000 and not more
than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Signature: Diane Habeck

* Name:
Betsy

Stiker

Title: Superintendent of Schoois
Telepheone No.: 607-359-2244

PRIAWZIE W S939BUMIDFRANTI0473354 el
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Public Burden Disclosure Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act, as amended, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid
OMB Control Number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is OMB Ne. 0348-0046. Public reporting burden for this
collection of information is estimated to average 10 minutes per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data
sources, gathenng and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of inforrmation. Send comments regarding the

burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for redtcing this burden, to the Office of Management
and Budget, Paperwork Reduction Project (0348-0046), Washington, DC 20503,

PR/AWZNDIISBISI0SRANT00473354 e11



OME Control No. 1890-0007 (Exp. 09/30/2004)

NOTICE TO ALL APPLICANTS

The purpose of this enclosure is to inform you about a new provision in
the Department of Education's General Education Provisions Act
(GEPA) that applies to applicants for new grant awérds under
Department programs. This provision is Section 427 of GEPA, enacted
as part of the Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public Law
(P.L.) 103-382).

To Whom Does This Provision Apply?

Section 427 of GEPA affects applicants for new grant awards under
this program. ALL APPLICANTS FOR NEW AWARDS MUST
INCLUDE INFORMATION IN THEIR APPLICATIONS TO ADDRESS
THIS NEW PROVISION IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FUNDING UNDER
THIS PROGRAM.

(If this program is a State-formula grant program, a State needs o
provide this description only for projects or activities that it camries out
with funds reserved for State-level uses. In addition, local school
districts or other eligible applicants that apply to the State for funding
need to provide this description in their applications to the State for
funding. The State would be responsible for ensusing that the school
district or other local entity has submitted a sufficient section 427
staternent as described below.)

What Does This Provision Require

Section 427 requires each applicant for funds (other than an individual
“.person} to include in its application a description of the steps the
applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to, and
participation in, its Federally-assisted program for students, teachers,
and cther program beneficiaries with special needs. This provision
aliows applicants discretion in developing the required description. The
statute highlights six types of barriers that can impede equitable access
or participation: gender, race, national origin, coior, disabiiity, ar age.
Based on local circumstances, you should determine whether these or
other bamers may prevent your students, teachers, etc. from such
access or participation in, the Federally-funded project or activity. The
description in your application of steps to be taken to overcome these
barmers heed not be lengthy; you may provide a clear and sucginct

descnption of how you plan io address those bamiers that are
applicable 1o your circumstances. in addition, the information may be
provided in a single narrative, or, if appropriate, may be discussed in
connection with related topics in the application.

Section 427 is not intended to duplicate the requirements of civil rights
statutes, but rather to ensure that, in designing their projects,
applicants for Federal funds address equity concemns that may affect
the abilty of certain potential beneficiaries to fully participate in the
project and to achieve to high standards. Consistent with program
requirements and its approved application, an applicant may use the
Federal funds awarded to it to eliminate barriers it identifies.

What are Examples of How an Applicant Might Satisfy the
Requirement of This Provision?

The following examples may help illustrate how an applicant may
comply with Section 427.

(1) An applicant that proposes to carmy out an adult literacy project
serving, among others, adults with limited English proficiency, might
describe in its application how it intends to distribute a brochure about
the proposed project to such potential participants in their native
fanguage.

(2) An applicant that proposes to develop instructional materials for
classroom use might describe how it will make the materials available
on audic tape or in braille for students who are blind.

(3) An applicant that proposes to cary out a model science program for
secondary students and is concemed that girls may be less likely than
boys to enroll in the course, might indicate how it intends to conduct
"outreach” efforts to girls, to encourage their enrollment.

We recognize that many applicants mﬁy already be implementing
efiective steps to ensure equity of access and pasticipation in their
grant programs, and we appreciate your cooperation in responding to
the requirements of this provision. '

Estimated Burden Statement for GEPA Requirements

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coliection of information unless such collection displays a
valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1890-0007. The time required to complete this information
collection is estimated to average 1.5 hours per response, including the time to review instructions, search existing data resources, gather the data
needed, and complete and review the information collection. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate(s) or
suggestions for improving this form, please write to: Direntbr. Grants Policy and Oversight Staff, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW (Room 3652, GSA Regional Office Building No. 3), Washington, DC 20202-4248.

Tracking Number: GRANTI473354

PR/Award # $3598080045 el2



Attachment Information

File Name Mime Type
6693-AddisonGEPAstatement.doc application/msword

Tracking Number: GRANTO0473354
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Addison Central School! District BLAST Off
Early Reading First 2008

General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) Section 427 — Section 427 requires each
applicant for funds (other than an individual person) to include in its application a
description of the steps the applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access to,
and participation in, its federally-assisted program for students, teachers, and other
program beneficiaries with special needs.

The Board of Education of the Addison Central School District fully endorses and
implements all laws and regulations of the United States and the State of New York that
guarantee equitable access, or participation in any federally-assisted program for
students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries with special needs. These efforts
include district policies and practices to remove and prohibit barriers including
discrimination based on race, color, creed, national origin, political affiliation, gender,
age, marital status, sexual orientation, veteran status or disability.

More specifically, regarding students with special needs, the Addison Central
School District will continue to require that all district employees serving children, either
through direct instruction or support services, are committed to ensuring every child has
the opportunity to receive any and all services available which will enable each child to
grow and learn in the least restrictive environment. The Early Reading First program will
incorporate an open enroliment policy which will ensure that services are accessible by
all children. Adaptive materials and equipment will be available to all students with
special needs and instructional practices will be identified for students based on their
individual needs. Students with special needs will be inclucied in the regular classroom
setting. Integrated, inclusive settings for both educational and extra-curricular activities

in the Addison Central School District will continue to be encouraged, leading to a more

accepting and supportive learming environment for all.

PR/Award # S350B080045 el



CERTIFICATION REGARDING LOBBYING

Certification for Contracts, Grants, Loans, and Cooperative Agreements
The undersigned certifies, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

p ) No Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or on behalf of the undersigned, to any person
or lnﬂuencm%or aitempting to influence an officer or employee of an agency, 2 Member of Congress, an officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract, the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into of any cooperative
agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any Federal contract, grant,
loan, or cooperative agreement.

(2t2 It any funds other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or
aitempting to inifluence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or employee of
Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this Federal contract, c?rant,, loan, or
cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying
Activities,” in accordance with its instructions.

(3) The undersigned shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for all
subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants, loans, and cooperative
agreements) and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose accordingly. This certification is a material
representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of
this certification is a Rrere.qu:sﬂe for making or entering into this transaction imposed by section 1352, title 31, U.S.
Code. Any person who fails 1o file the required certification shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $10,000
and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

Statement for Loan Guarantees and Loan Insurance

Tne undersigned states, to the best of his or her knowledge and belief, that:

if any funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an officer or

- employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or emplqgree of Congress, or an employee of a Member
of Congress in connection with this commitment providing for the United States to insure or guarantee a loan, the
undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure of Lobbying Activities,” in accordance with
its instructions. Submission of this statement is a prerequisite for making or entenng into this transaction imposed by
section 1352, title 31, U.S. Code. Any person who fails to file the required statement shall be subject to a civil penaity
of not iess than $10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.
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Addisor Central School District BLAST Off Program
Early Reading Firs: 2008

Early Reading First — Project Abstract
Addison, NY Central School District

The BLLAST Off Program will ﬁartner the Addison Central School District with
ProAction Head Start to deliver a high-quality, research-based Early Reading First program
designed to accelerate language and literacy development for three- and four-year old, at-risk,
children living in a rural, geographically isolated, economically-depressed community. 20% of
district families have incomes below the federal poverty guidelines; 62% of students qualify for a
free/reduced price lunch (National School Lunch Guidelines). 33% percent of parents have less
than a high school education or GED and 20% are illiterate/marginally literate. 39% of entering
kindergarten students scored below benchmark for Letter Naming Fluency, and 90% of students
with no preschool experience score below benchmark. Additionally, rural isolation delays the
development of social skills needed for success in school. In order to address the impact of
poverty and social isolation on early literacy development, the program partmers will create two
Early Reading First Centers; one at Tuscarora Elementary School and one at Valley Elementary
School. The proposed program will provide structured, systematic, explicit instruction in the
four key literacy areas using the Open Court Reading Pre-K literacy curriculum, extend existing
half-day programs to full-day, increase the number of children served from 87 to 120, add an
additional four-year old class and three-year old class, extend the program year to 46 weeks, and
implement a tiered system of intervention using the Response to Intervention Model. Teachers
will participate 1n intensive, sustained classroom-focus professional development including
coaching and mentoring provided by two Literacy Coaches. As a result of program participation,
students will increase their alphabet knowledge, phonological awareness, print awareness, and
oral language skills; families will increase their skills for supporting early literacy skills; and

teachers will increase their capacity to effectively integrate SBRR into classroom instruction.
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Addison Central School District
One Colwell Street, Addison, New York 14801

Build Literacy Awareness, Skills, and Training
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1. QUALITY OF PROJECT DESIGN
Selection Criteria 1, Factor 1 — Research-Based Design of the Proposed Project

The Addison Central School District will partner with ProAction Head Start to deliver the

Build Literacy Awareness, Skills, and Training (BLAST Off) Early Reading First Program

designed to accelerate school readiness development for three- and four-year old, at-risk children
living in a rural, geographically isolated, economically depressed, community located in the
Appalachian foothills in the southern tier of New York State.

Research demonstrates that students who grow up in economically disadvantaged
circumstances often do not receive the language-related eme_'iences that they need to develop
linguistically, such as book-sharing interactions. In contrast, students from upper and middle
class families are read to more regularly by adults, and tend to develop more sophisticated
vocabularies, concepts, and print knowledge." The resulting learning deficiencies lead to a
lifetime of underachievement. A 2602 study found that children who begin school with limited
oral language skills are Iﬁore at risk for long-term reading problems than are ChildI&I; with more
extensive experiences.” Addison student performance reports reflect the reality of this research.
39% of entering kindergarten students score below benchmark for Letter Naming Fluency, and

- 31% score below benchmark for Initial Sound Fluency. Children often require 2-4 years to
perform at acceptable 1st grade standards. In 2006-2007, 51% of 3™ grade students and 49% of
4™ grade students failed to meet the New York State English Language Arts learning standards.

The BLAST Off Program will provide a high-quality, research-based, early literacy program
of sufficient duration and intensity to maximize language and early literacy development for all
pre-school children. Currently, the program partners provide pre-school programming for 87

children in 2 half-day and 4 full-day programs. In order to intensify instruction and accelerate

PR/Award # S3598080045 el



Addison Central School Districr BLAST Off Program g
Early Reading First 2008

learning for all pre-school children, including children with special needs, the BLAST Off
Program will expand existing half-day. pre-school programs to full day programs, add a new
three-year old classroom, extend existing programs to 46 weeks, and provide consistent,
effective delivery of Open Court Reading Pre-K as a common, research-based curriculum across
all pre-school programs. The BLAST Off program will create two Early Reading First Centers
of excellence; one at Tuscarora Elementary School and one at Valley Elementary School, serving
120 three- and four-year old children. An overview of the current and proposed programs,
including the demographic breakdown of students, is outlined in Appendix A.

In 2003, the Addison Central School District established an Early Reading Research and
Advisory Committee, comprised of parents, teachers, reading specialists, special education
instructors, administrators, faculty from Alfred University’s Early Childhood Education
Department, and ProAction of Steuben and Yates, Inc. staff. After a comprehensive review of
five high-quality reading curriculums which had been determined to be scientifically research-
based, Addison selected and implemented Open Court, published by SRA/McGraw-Hill, in
grades K-6. Generated by the need for an increased focus on oral language, phonological
awareness, print awareness, and alphabet knowledge at the pre-kindergarten level to address
school readiness deficiency stemming from disadvantaged backgrounds, the advisory committee
selected the Open Court Reading Pre-K program as its central early reading curriculum. This
strategy established a reading continuum from pre-school through 6™ grade.

The OCR Pre-K curriculum builds on the National Research Council’s report and meets
all the criteria essential for developing early literacy skills in pre-school children’ as outlined in
Preventing Reading Difficulties in Young Children. The OCR Pre-K reading curriculum

mncorporates over 40 years of experience that its publisher, SRA/McGraw Hill, has gained with
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its Open Court Reading series. Informed by comprehensive scientific research as to what
constitutes effective instructional content and strategies, OCR Pre-K has been proven to be an
effective tool in the delivery of early literacy instruction. One study (conducted in 2004) at
Lakeside Elementary School in Worley, Idaho showed that 72% of kindergarten students who
received OCR Pre-K instruction scored at or above grade level on the Idaho Reading Indicator
(IRI) test while only 18.5% of kindergarten students who did not have OCR Pre-K instruction
scored at or above grade level.* A review by the Florida Center for Reading Research stated that
instructional procedures and activities used by OCR Pre-K are aligned with current reading
research.” A 2005 study focused on public school improvement reported a direct link berween
the OCR Pre-K — 6 curriculum and achievement in high poverty schools. In a review of
California schools, student achievement as measured by the Academic Performance Index (API)
was higher for schools using OCR than with any other curriculum used in the state.®

Selection Criterion 1, Factor 2, Pug:_mse 1. The program partners have a strong capacity to
implement a high-quality Early Reading First program as evidenced by screening results for
students transitioning into kindergarten. 75% of students entering kindergarten from the
preschool program met the benchmark for Letter Naming Fluency and 72% met the benchmark
for Initial Sound Fluency. In contrast, only 10% of students with no pre-kindergarten experience
made benchmark for Letter Naming Fluency, and only 20% made benchmark for Initial Sound
Fluency. The Addison CSD ﬁre-school program meets all the guidelines, regulations, and
learming standards established by the New York State Education Department’s Universal Pre-
Kindergarten Program; ProAction delivers a fully accredited New York State Head Start
Program. Programs are consolidated at two district sites, and located in fully equipped

classrooms designed to support foundational language, cognitive, and early reading skills.
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Classrooms include learning centers designed to engage and excite children in the leaming
process. (See Selection Criteria 1, Factor 2, Purpose 3) Teachers of all Pre-K programs are
NYS certified with MA/MS degrees and 6 or more years Pre-K teaching experience. Exclusive
of retirement, teacher turnover rates at the Valley and Tuscarora schools are 1%, and student and
teacher attendance rates exceed 95% and 97%, respectively. Addison CSD speech therapists,
special education instructors, family literacy specialists, physical education teachers, art/music
instructors and child psychologists respond to the social, emotional, and physical needs of pre-
school students. Pre-kindergarten teachers visit each child’s home during the first two weeks of

school to conduct a pre-assessment and begin establishing a partnership with families. The

Jennie Mose Family Resource Center, located in the Tuscarora Elementary School provides a
welcoming environment for parent/child interactive activities, parenting classes, and adult
education classes. In addition, the existing centers are well poised to implerﬁent an added early
Iiteracy component. The district has a fully iﬁplemented and institutionalized Reading First
Program at Tuscarora and Valley Elementary School that uses Open Court as the core
curriculum. Pre-kindergarten teachers regularly participate in SBRR professional development.

Selection Criteria 1, Factor 2, Purpose 2: The BLAST Off Program will increase the age-

appropnate development of alphabet knoﬁrled ge, phonological awareness, print awareness, and
oral language skills for preschool children from disadvantaged families as measured by the
Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT-IV), the PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy
Screening) Pre-K, cwriculum-embedded assessments, and observational checklists. 80% of
participating children will achieve age appropriate benchmarks as established by the PALS Pre-

K Tasks and score above the 40" percentile on the PPVT-IV. Central to the proposed project is
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the consistent, effective delivery of Open Court Pre-K, through structured, systematic, explicit
mnstruction in the four key literacy areas.

Oral Language Development: Effective oral language development occurs when children hear
words and phrases repeatedly and are encouraged to listen and speak during a variety of
activities.”® The OCR Pre-K curriculum supports the development of listening comprehension,
speech production and discrimination, vocabulary building, and verbal expression skills. Daily
exercises mclude rhyming, finger plays, word play, environmental sound recognition and
languﬁge games that allow children to build their knowledge of sounds, letters, and langunage.
The OCR Pre-K literacy curriculum supports research studies that show “active engagement is
an important mechglﬂsm for explaining children’s accelerated gains in language and literacy
skills that occur in interactive reading con{pared to more passive experiences (e.g., Senechal et
al., 1995; Wasik & Bond, 2001; Whitehurst et.al., 1988).” ° Teachers will engage students in
strategic and intentional shared storybook reading on a daily basis. Teachers read and re-read
texts aloud so that students retain key words and phrases. Children are encouraged to chime in
on repetitive text, identify rhyming wording, and find high-frequency words they have already
learned. As children listen to and respond to stories, they are encouraged to ask questions and
make predictions, express themselves in phrases/complete sentences, and use new vocabulary
words. Throughout the day, teachers use rich words and varied vocabulary to engage children in
extended discussions. Research has shown that spontaneous discussion and conversation during
book reading contributes to growth in children’s vocabulary. "’

Phonological Awareness: To be effective, phonological and phonemic awareness instruction for
pre-K children should be short and playful as well as explicit and systematic."' Open Court

provides a basic introduction to the relationship of spoken sounds to written letters; the oral
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blending of sounds into spoken words; and the segmenting of spoken words into sounds. Daily
lessons follow an appropriate developmental hierarchy. Initial lessons call for the identification
of environmental sounds, isolation of words in a spoken sentence and the recall of words missing
from a sentence. Subsequent activities will progress to include: oral blending and segmenting
words involving two-syllable compound words; deleting parts of a word (e.g. “starfish” without
“star”); onset; and rimes. Phonological awareness is further promoted through the interactive
reading of stories with repeated verses, thyming inhrases, alliterative patterns, and word play.
Print Awart;,ness: Students who lack print awareness are unlikely to read proficiently later in
school.'>!* Teachers will use Open Court curriculum materials to help children understand the
conventions of print, such as title, author, print directionality, and word boundaries. As teachers
read a selection, they will point to and name book parts and demonstrate directionally by
pointing to each word in the text. “Explicit focus on print in reading interactions with children
can significantly accelerate their print knowledge, and adults can readily do so using two
approaches (Justice & Ezell, 2002): selecting print-salient books for interactions, and
incorporating print references into reading interactions.”'* Pocket Chart Word Cards, Rebus
Picture Cards, and Pocket Chart Picture Cards will be used to help children see words as units
and to apply their knowledge of print concepts to build phrases and sentences. As students begin
to understand the connection between writing and words in books, they will use inventive
spelling to become active creators of print (i.e., creating cards, writing dictated words and
sentences). Such opportunities are important lessons that encourage students to write as a means
of enhancing literacy development.” .

Alphabet Knowledge: The lack of awareness of the alphabetic principle has been directly

correlated with reading failure.'® The Open Courz curriculum will help children recognize that

]
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spoken sounds are represented by letters/combinations of letters. The goal is not to master the
sound/letter principles, but to introduce children to alphabetic principles. Children begin by
learning that their names are made up of letters. Open Court uses Alphabet Sound Cards to
introduce children to the alphabet letter-by-letter and to help students relate specific sounds to
particular letters. As children are exposed to letter names and shapes, they begin to learn that
letters are used to write words. Songs, games, the Big Book A to Z, and Alphabet Sound Cards
activities related to the unit theme, help children learn and remember the name and shape of each
letter. Such activities enable children to understand that there are predictable and systematic
relationships between written letters and spoken sounds.

The curriculum is structured in sequential, thematic units (i.e., I Am Special, Families
Everywhere, Helping Hands, At the Farm) supported by quality literature organized around big
1deas to promote understanding and discussion. The Open Court Teacher Editions clearly define
the language and literacy objectives of each lesson and provide guidance on the conduct of each
activity. Each OCR Pre-K lesson details: the materials and the appropriate settings (i.e. large
group, small group, individual) necessary for a specific activity as well as explicit information on

- the manner in which lessons should open and close; recommended duration of particular units;
strategies for extending or modifying units; and methods for linking activities to key literacy
concepts and to the NYS core curriculum.

Instruction in new knowledge will be provided through direct teacher instruction in an
explicit and intentional manner that gradually buiids skills and 1s reinforced through daily
readings. The teacher will clearly state what is being taught, draw attention to important
features, and demonstrate the new skill. Students will be given opportunities to use the new skill

In an appropriate task. As students are able to understand and apply the new skill, responsibility
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will gradually be transferred to the student. “Interactive storybook reading can serve as an ideal
context for scaffolding children’s emerging literacy and language skills (e.g., van Kleeck, 2006).
Teachers can utilize their book-related discussions to gauge where children are in their
understanding of a particular concept, such as the role of print in telling a story, then extend that
understanding through explicit discussions.”!”

Daily instruction is a mixture of whole group, small group, and independent practice.
Each Open Court lesson consists of 65 'minutesfday divided into three parts: 1)“Sounds and

Letters” features a 5-minute oral language warm-up exercise and 15 minutes of phonological and

alphabetic awareness activities in a large group setting; 2) “Reading and Responding,” develops

oral language and print awareness with 15 minutes of read aloud and scaffolded discussions; 3)

“Integrating the Curriculum” consists of 15 minutes of emergent writing, oral language
development and print awareness exercises, followed by 15 minutes of small group work that
allows students to explore other content areas (i.e. math, social studies) through early reading
skills. Throughout the dﬁy, children will engage in independent and learning center .activities
designed to reinforce literacy concepts (dramatic play, word games, drawings, independent use
of classroom reading materials, puzzles) for a total of at least 3 hours/day.

Student progress will be regularly monitored and instruction will be modified based on
assessment results. Students who are progressing at a developmentally appropriate rate will
receive daily, direct instruction in the Open Court literacy curriculum as outlined above.
Students whose progress is slower than their peers will be given additional time on task in a
small group setting where they are able to receive immediate feedback and work with a variety
of supplemental materials such as rhyming books, picture books, and alphabet manipulatives.

Students who continue to struggle will receive individual instruction with more intensive
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mnstruction in oral language and phonological awareness. Students with special education

classifications will participate in the same curriculum and will be fully included in program

activities. Instruction will be adapted to meet their individual needs. Two additional Teaching

Assistants will support more intensive adult/child interaction across all seven classrooms. As a

component of the professional development plan, teachers and teaching assistants will receive

training for embedding intervention strategies based on the following models: Adult

Responsiveness to Critical Intervention Mechanism for Emergent Literacy; Phonological

Awareness Instruction in Early Childhood Settings; Using Emergent Writing to Develop Phonic

Awareness; Integrating Phonological Sensitivity and Oral Language Instruction into Enhanced

Dialogic Reading; Supporting Storybook Reading Participation; Recruiting Children’s Attention

to Print during Shared Reading; Integrating Word Study into Interventions.

Time | Subject Language/Cognition/Early Literacy Development
8:25-9:00 Arrival Breakfast
9:00-9:20 Circle Time: Sounds | Oral Janguage warm-up exercises; phonological and
(20 minutes) | and Letters alphabetic awareness activities
9:20-9:35 Circle Time: Reading | Interactive read alouds/think alouds using Open Court

| (15 minutes) | and Responding Reading Pre-K Big Books
9:35-9:40 Transition Clapping and chanting games o
0:40-9:55 Workshops Small group reinforcement and scaffolding of skilis;
(15 minutes) emergent writing, oral language development, and print
_ awareness activities (i.e. finding all the letter Ts)
8:55-10:10 Integrating the Extending thematic concepts into math, science, social
(15 minutes) | Curriculum studies curriculum
10:10-10:25 | Snack Time Sound huats, letter hunts
10:25-11:00 | Learning Centers Language/literacy activities will be integrated into
learning centers to provide opportunities for students to
practice skills, build vocabulary, and extend background
) _ knowledge.
11:00-11:45 | Gross Motor Time Games and engaging activities, such as jumping to
| syllables in words
11:45-12:30 | Lunch/Rest Time
12:30-1:45 Book Time Students explore books independently or with a friend
1:45-2:30 Art, Music, Library Activities will extend the curriculum unit theme
2:30-3:00 Read Alouds and Parents and grandparents will be invited to visit the
dismissal _| classroom and read to children
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Selection Criterion 1. Factor 2, Purpose 3: The BLAST Off Program will increase pre-school

children’s exposure to high-quality language and literature-rich environments and increase

parents’ knowledge and skills for supporting children’s literacy leaming and emergent reading
skills in the home. By the conclusion of year-three of the BLAST Off Program, 100% of
classrooms will reflect the availability, content, and diversity of reading, writing, and listening
materials as measured by the ELL.CO Literacy Environment Checklist. The BLAST Off
Program will immerse children in the functions and uses of letters and words for reading,
wrting, and authentic everyday purposes. The proposed program will create learning centers
containing age-appropriate materials and equipment in each classroom. The centers will be
readily accessible and arranged to facilitate a variety of small group and/or individual activities |
and will include: creative and performing arts (i.e, drawing materials, paints, crayons, puppets,
story telling props); blocks and construction; library centers (i.e., collections of quality children’s
Iiterature); math centers (i.e., manipulatives, sorting shapes and colors); science and nature (i.c.,
sand and water tables); writing centers (i.e., alphabet manipulatives, paper, writing tools); and
thematic play (i.e., post office, grocery store, play kitchen), and access to technology (i.e.,
computers, printers, multi-sensory technology). Books will be displayed on open-faced
bookshelves so children will be attracted by the covers of the books. Classroom items that
children commonly use will be labeled in large, easy-to-read print, so students learn to associate
text with real-world objects. Classroom walls will display visually prominent “functional” print
(calendars, alphabet charts, pictures showing colors, labels with students’ names on desks and
cubbres) that will further help students associate print with basic concepts and daily activities
while concurrently linking home and classroom routines. Daily schedules will include

adult/child interactive reading activities using theme-based Big Books, predictable, repetitive
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books that teach patterned language, and books of thymes that support phonological awareness.
Children will have access to a wide range of expository, narrative, pattern, and rhyming books in
a variety of sizes that are developmentally engaging, build vocabulary, and extend background

knowledge.

In addition, the BLAST Off Program will actively foster the development of early
literacy and emergent reading skills in the home. Over the course of the year, every child will
receive take home books and read with their families. By the end of the year, each child will
have their own library of 36 books. Each week, children will visit the Valley or Tuscarora
Library and borrow a book to be read at home with their parents. Once a month, each class will
visit the Jenny Mose Family Resource Center for a fun, engaging literacy activity, such as a visit
from Mrs. McPuppet (puppet show with literacy theme). Parents and grandparents will be
invited to join their children. Literacy Coaches and the Jennie Mose Family Resource Center

Director will facilitate a variety of workshops for families as outlined below:

Content Timeline
Ready, Set, Read | Parents will learn about the language of literacy, how On-site two-day
Family Literacy | children learn to read, how words impact children’s training provided

Training

Training learning process, and how to engage children in by EPIC trainers
learning on a daily basis _ Fall

Peaceful Parents- | Parenting education based on the principals of Dr. 4 week program

Peaceful William Glasser’s Choice Theory. Topics include Fall and Spring

Children understanding behavior, communication skills,

_ } discipline strategies, and family literacy activities. N

Parent with Topics include helping your child succeed in school, 10 week program

Heart communication, addiction, step-parenting, discipline, Fall and Spring

_ sibling rivalry, child safety, and reading as a family.
Instructions not | Parenting skills for new parents with children birth to 4 week program

Included, age five, including supporting early language and Fall and Spring
Parenting 025 | literacy development. B o

Selection Criterion 1, Factor 2, Purpose 4: Preschool instructional staff will increase their

capacity to implement scientifically based language and literacy instruction grounded in reading
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research and to effectively link progress monitoring, curricnlum and instruction to increase
students’ early literacy skills; as measured by achievement of individual professional
development plan objectives, Literacy Coach mentoring logs, teacher self-reflect, and the Early
Language and Literacy Classroom Observations Pre-K (ELLCO Pre-K) measure of five key
literacy elements (classroom structure, curriculum, language environment, books and reading
opportunities, and print and early writing support). By the end of year-one, 100% of teachers
will demonstrate improvement in the effectiveness of their classroom environment as measured
by pre and post ELLCO assessments results. Activities will be planned and coordinated by the
Project Coordinator in collaboration with the Elemen;:a:y School Principal and the Literacy
Coaches (one per program site). High-quality, intensive, sustained professional development

will be classroom focused and delivered through a partnership among expert consultants and

program Literacy Coaches. Leading EDGEucation Consultants, Kristi Pierce will come on site
twice a month for training and coachi;:lg in evidence-based best practices. Each topic will begin
with one full-day, formal training in theory, research, and a sequence of instruction followed by
two subsequent informal trainings in the classroom focused on the transfer of knowledge and
skills to classroom application. Informal trainings will take place in parmership with the
Literacy Coaches, and include follow-up dialogue and reflection conversations. Year-one topics
will include BAM! Kicking Phonological Awareness up a Notch, Enhancing Oral Language
through Dramatic Play, and Bringing Thinking to Light through Literature. Year-two and year-
three topics will address six instructional approaches that create learning contexts in which
children can explore, learn, and use language in ways that advance their talking, reading, and
wrting to include: storytelling, shared reading, shared writing, singing and rhyming, show and

tell, guided play. Lynn O’Connell, Psy.D. Assistant Professor at Alfred University’s School of
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Psychology & Counseling will provide training in the Response to Intervention Model. Topics
will include understanding language and reading development, administering assessment,
interrupting assessment results, making instructional decisions based on data, and grouping
students effectively. As part of the training, Dr. O’Connell will instruct teachers in using the
Response to Intervention three-tiered model to assess student progress along a developmental
continuum and providing appropriate intervention as indicated. Two Literacy Coaches, who will
be certified in administering the ELI.CO, will provide intensive coaching and mentoring in the
classroom. ‘Activities will include meeting individually with teachers to assist in the
development of lesson plans that align with a continuum of development, assisting in the
identification of weekly goals for children based on progress monitoring tools, suggesting ideas
and activities for differentiating instruction to meet the needs of both individual students and
small groups of children, and ensuring fidelity to the Open Court Reading Pre-K literacy
curriculum. Additionally, Literacy Coaches will model best practices in the classroom, observe
teachers as they implement new practices and conduct feedback conferences. Each teacher will
create an Individual Professional Development Plan which will serve as the framework for
targeting coaching and professional development support, focusing classroom observations,
structuring feedback discussions, and assessing progress toward identified goals. Two additional
Teaching Assistants will be hired to assist with students needing additional support, and to cover
for individual teachers, allowing the Literacy Coach and teacher to conference outside the

classroom. Additionally, teachers will participate in the Thoughtful Classroom Model which has

been adopted as a district-wide initiative. Teachers will meet twice 2 month in Leaming Clubs to
discuss the use and refinement of best practices and to conduct iesson studies and practice in

their classrooms.
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Selection Criterion 1. Factor 2, Purpose 5: The Addison Central School District will
Incorporate timely, purposeful, and developmentally appropriate assessment tools to accurately
gauge students’ attainment of the skills critical to reading readiness. Addison’s Early Reading
First program will institute both formal and informal assessment practices as follows:
Screening and Outcome Assessment: The formal assessment tools used in the program will be
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-IV, Receptive (PPVT-IV) to assess students’ oral language
ability and the PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening) Pre-K to assess name
writing, alphabet knowledge, beginning sound awareness, print and word awareness, thyme
awareness, and nursery rhyme awareness. The PALS Pre-K and PPVT-1V will be administered
in September to establish baseline data and will be repeated in June to measure outcomes. Pre-K
teachers, with oversight by a literacy coach, will be responsible for administering the
assessments. Results will be shared with the Project Director and the outside evaluator. The
results of the initial PPVT-IV and PALS assessments will be used for early identification of
student needs and will inft;)nn instructional practices to address those needs. Teachers: will work
with the literacy coaches to plan instruction which will best meet the student needs identified
through the formal assessment process.

Progress Monitoring: While the BLAST Off Program recognizes the importance of formal
assessment protocol, the emphasis of its assessment practices will be on less formal progress
monitoring through curriculum-embedded and teacher-developed assessment tools. Prior tlo the
beginning of each OCR Pre-K instructional unit, the classroom teachers and teaching assistants
will administer the OCR Pre-K unit assessment to all students individually. This tool will
measure the students’ beginning skill level in each of the following areas: phonological and

phonemic awareness, print and book concepts, alphabetic knowledge, comprehension, and
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vocabulary. The teacher will complete an individual assessment record for each student which
will indicate the student’s proficiency. in the four key literacy areas. (The assessment record
consists of a list of indicators of each literacy skill and students are scored simply as Never,
Sometimes, or Always demonstrating ability in each area.) Teachers will use the assessment
results to identify individual instructional objectives and strategies that best meet each child’s
mstructional needs. The curriculum-based assessment will be administered again at the middle
and end of each instructional unit to monitor students’ progress. The teachers will work with the
literacy coaches to identify strengths and weaknesses of the students. This information will be

used to help teachers develop instructional plans and identify strategies to address student needs.

Teachers will also administer the PALS Pre-K assessment at mid-year for students who are
struggling in order to provide teachers with additional insight into individual student challenges.
At the end of the instructional unit, the individual records will be compiled into a class
assessment record which will gauge the impact of each instructional unit in OCR. Teachers will
use the class assessment record to determine which instructional practices have been most
effective, and will use the results to guide the instruction of the next unit.

Informal assessment of student progress will also occur within the routine classroom
mstruction. Teachers will use observation checklists which will quickly chart classroom and
individual progress for particular OCR lessons. The OCR informal assessment tools are designed
to be used in the natural classroom environment while children are relaxed and not feeling
pressured as they might be by more formal assessment procedures. For example, as part of the
instructional unit called I Am Special, students will be asked to identify body parts. Teachers will
informally assess the students’ vocabulary by noting on observational checklists if they are able

to properly name body parts. This type of informal assessment will occur throughout the
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instructional unit depending upon the individual needs of students. Students who are struggling
will receive more intensive one-on-one instruction from the teacher or teaching assistant. On a
random basis, the Project Coordinator will observe classroom instruction and testing to ensure

that OCR-Pre-K protocols are being followed and that screenings/progress assessments are

administered correctly. Testing results will be regularly reported to the independent evaluator.

PR/Award # S358B080045

Screemng and Outcome Assessment
Peabody Picture Beginning and | Oral Language measures verbal ability —
Vocabulary Test-IV end of year establishes baseline data L
PALS Pre-K (All Tasks) | Beginning and | Alphabet knowledge, print and word awareness,
end of year beginning sound awareness, name writing,
L . rhyme awareness, and nursery rhyme awareness
_____Progress Monitoring - _
Open Court Pre-K Unit At beginning, Phonological and phonemic awareness, print
Assessments middle, and end | and book concepts, alphabetic knowledge,
- of each unit vocabulary, comprehension
PALS Pre-K (All Tasks) | Middle of year | Alphabet knowledge, print and word awareness, |
beginning sound awareness, name writing,
_ _{ thyme awareness, and nursery thyme awareness |
Open Court Pre-K Continuous Phonological awareness, book and print
Observation Checklists _ awareness, learning sounds and letters
Teacher-developed Atend of each | Phonological and phonemic awareness, print
observational checklists marking period, | and book concepts, alphabetic knowledge,
more ofien as vocabulary, comprehension, social skills,
needed for at- cognitive skills, motor skills
L _ 1isk students |
__Reliability/V ahdn_.z Data |
Peabody Picture Vocahulary Test — IV — Reliability — Split-half: median: .94; Alternate form:
median .89; Test-retest: median: .93. Validity — The PPVT-IV scale with the CASL (Ages 3 —
5). Basic Concepts: r =.50; Antonyms: r =.41; Sentence Completion: r =.54. The Technical
References supplement compares PPVT-IV scores of nine special populations with
demographically matched control groups.
PALS Pre-K Upper Case Alphabet Recognition — Reliability - inter-relater reliability .99.
Validity — The correlation between the spring PALS Pre-K summed scores and subsequent fall
PALS Pre-K summed scores was high and significant. (r=.91, p<.01)

The Addison Early Reading First assessment system will be strengthened by its established

partnership with Alfred University’s Lea R. Powell Institute for Children and Families. The
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Addison Central School District is one of five high-need, rural school districts partnered with
Alfred University (AU) in a U.S. Department of Education grant to develop Response to
Intervention systems in grades K-6. The Response to Intervention model calls for the
implementation of high-quality, research-based instruction in the general education classroom:
universal screening of students both academically and behaviorally to identify those students

needing intervention; and using multiple scientific, research-based interventions to address

student needs. AU’s Dr. Lynn O’Connell will work with BLAST Off program staff to establish
multiple tiers of scientific, research-based, developmentally-appropriate intervention strategies.
Teachers will be trained in the proper administration, accurate evaluation, and effective use of
assessment tools. The Response to Intervention model will be used by the Addison Early
Reading First program.

In addition to the student assessments, the district will use the Early Langﬁage and Literacy
Classroom Observation (ELLCO) to assess th;e quality of the classroom environment. The
ELLCO will measure five key elements that support early literacy development: classroom
structure, cwriculum, language environment, availability of books and book reading_
opportunities, and evidence of print and early writing supports in the classroom. The ELLCO
Pre-K is specifically designed to measure pre-literacy environments. Literacy coaches will be
trained in the proper administration of the ELLCO and will be responsible for evaluating each
Pre-K classroom. Teachers will use the assessment results to improve their classrooms and
provide the optimum learming environment for their students.

Selection Criterion 1, Factor 3: The proposed BLAST Off program will be coordinated with
existing Universal Pre-K, Head Start, and Reading First programs; providing Addison CSD

students with six years (Pre-X to 3™ grade) of high-quality, intensive, scientifically research-
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based literacy skills development and instruction that will support their future academic success.
A central component of the project will be the consistent, effective delivery of a common core
reading program, Open Court Reading, across the grade levels, pre-school through third grade.
In addition, all curnicula are aligned with the New York State Leaming Standards. Pre-K
teachers will participate in joint staff development activities with kindergarten through grade
three teachers to further support the seamless transition from the Pre-K program to the Reading
First program. Twice yearly meetings between Pre-K and kindergarten teachers will establish a
communication stream to share information about student needs and instructional practices. The
proposed project will build on the success of the existing collaboration between the Addison
CSD’s Universal lPre-K program and ProAction’s Head Start program to bring quality early
education to all students and prepare them: for a successful transition into kindergarten.

2. QUALITY OF PROJECT PERSONNEL

Selection Criferion 2, Factor 1: Deborah Finamore-Flint, Principal of both Tuscarora and

Valley Elementary Schools, will serve as the Project Director/Principal Investigator. Ms. Flint
has a Masters Degree in Education, a Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational
Administration, and permanent certification as an elementary teacher (N-6) and as a Reading
Specialist. In addition to her five years experience as the Elementary Principal, she has three
years experience as the District Wide Assistant Principal for Curriculum and Special Projects.
As a member of the Addison Central School District’s Early Reading Research and Advisory
Committee, Ms. Flint participated in the comprehensive review of reading curriculums leading to
the selection of both Open Court (K-6) and Open Court Reading Pre-K. She served on the
Planning Team for development of 2 Reading First Program and subsequently oversaw building

implementation of Reading First Programs at both Tuscarora and Valley Elementary Schools.
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As the pnincipal of two Reading First schools, Ms. Flint completed the New York State Reading
Academy 60-hour training in the essential elements of reading, and attended the annual New
York State Principals” Academy and the National Reading First Conferences. Ms. Flint provided
critical leadership to fully institutionalize Reading First in kindergarten through third grade after
New York State funding ended. She has served as the Preschool Director for eight years. Ms.
Flint has nurtured strong collaborative relationships with Steuben County ProAction Head Start
and with Steuben County agencies providing early intervention services for special needs
children. Ms Flint has worked collaboratively with the Alfred University Lea R. Powell
Institute for Children and Families and Division of School Psychology to Integrate the Response
to Intervention model into instruction in the elementary schools. She is a member of the Steuben
County Family Enrichment Advisory Collaboration, a network of Family Resource Centers that
includes the Jennie Mose Family Resource Center, located in Tuscarora Elementary School.
Selection Criterion 2, Factor 2: Upon the awarding of grant funds, the Addison CSD will
recruit and hire a Project Coordinator and two Literacy Coaches based on the following
qualifications:

Project Director: The successful candidate will be required to have a masters degree and New
York State certification in leadership and administration, demonstrated leadership ability,
demonstrated mastery of pedagogical and subject matter skills including current scientifically-
based reading research and best practices, superior teaching abilities, strong communication
skills, and strong interpersonal relationship skills.

Literacy Coaches: Successful applications will be required to have permanent certification in
early childhood education, demonstrated mastery of pedagogical and subject matter skills

including current scientifically-based reading research and best practices, superior teaching
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abilities, strong communication and interpersonal relationship skills and a commitment to
professional growth and continued learning.

Other key personnel will include:
Karen Sweeney, Director of the Jennie Mose Familv Resource Center will provide family
literacy activities and training in parent education. She is credentialed in Family Development

through Cornell University and certified in Reality Therapy, Lead Management and Choice

Theory through the William Glasser Institute. Ms. Sweeney is also trained in the Effective
Parenting Information for Children (EPIC), Systematic Training for Effective Parenting (STEP),
and Training for Excellence in Parenting Education (TEPE).

Marsha Patrick, ProAction Head Start Director will provide administrative oversight of the |
Head Start Program and serve as the liaison for the BLAST Off Program partnership. Ms.
Patrick has a Bachelor’s Degree in Management and ten years experience as a Head Start/Early
Head Start/Universal Pre-Kindergarten Director. Additionally, Ms. Patrick has 10 years
experience working collaboratively with school districts to implement a New York State
Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program.

Jean Derick, Head Start Education Manager will provide curriculum support for
implementing all components of the BLAST Off Program in three Head Start classrooms
located in the Valley Elementary School. Ms. Derick has a Masters in Early Childhood and
seven years expernience as a Head Start/Universal Pre-Kindergarten Education Manager. This
has included providing oversight of the Head Start Literacy Curriculum and the integration of the
Addison CSD Open Court Reading Pre-K Curriculum into the Head Start Program. In addition,
Ms. Derick has 19 years experience as an adjunct professor at Corning Community College

teaching Infant/Toddler education. She is a certified STEP Literacy Trainer, and she has been
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asked to serve as a critical review worker for the New York State Department of Education Pre-
K Learning Standards Review Team. -
Classroom Teachers: The current teachers are all New York State certified in Early Education
with Masters Degrees and 6 or more years of experience. Newly hired teachers will be
permanently certified in Early Education.
Teaching Assistants: All Teaching Assistants will have a minimum of Associates Degree and
hold a New York State Teaching Assistant Certificate.
Selection Criterion 2, Factor 3: In order to ensure that newly hired instructional staff are
highly-qualified to support the development of young children’s oral language, cognitive, and
early reading skills, Early Reading First funds will be used to hire only individuals who meet the
highly qualified standards established by tl"xe federal No Child Left Behind Act and the New
York State Education Department. This includes: 1) having a bachelor’s or higher degree; 2)
meeting New York State certification standards for their teaching assignment; 3) demonstrating
subject knowledge and téaching skills by passing New York State Teacher Certification
Examinations. Additionally, program staff must be willing to work toward professional growth
through professional development workshops, trainings, and professional literature; have

- excellent written and oral communication skills; and be committed to involving families in the
program and in the classroom. The program will be open to all qualified applicants, and will not
discriminate based on gender, race, national origin, color, disability, or age.
Selection Criterion 2, Factor 3:
Leading EDGEucation Consult, Kristi Pierce will provide formal and informal professional
development 1n evidence-based best practices related to early literacy instruction. Ms. Pierce has

a Bachelor of Science in Elementary and Special Education, a Master of Education in Special
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Education, and a Supervisory I Certificate. She has extensive experience as a school district
administrator, spear-heading both the implementation of a Reading for Results and Reading First
Program. She led the establishment of a core reading program in pre-k to grade 9 and oversaw a
pre-kindergarten program that served over 200 students in eight elementary schools. Ms. Pierce
1s trained in the New York State Reading Academy esgenﬁal elements of reading. She has over
30 years of experience developing and presenting professional development programs at the
local, state, and national levels.

Lynn O’Connelil, Psyv.D, Assistant Professor at Alfred University’s School of Psychology &
Counseling has a Bachelors Degree in Elementary Education (Pre-K-6), a Masters Degree and
Certificate of Advanced Study in School Psychology, and a Doctoral Degree in Psychology. She
currently teaches Foundations of Assessment II: Norm Tests, Exceptionality in Learning and
Behavior; Foundations of Assessment III: Social-Emotional Assessments; and Intervention ITI:
Counsultation and Prevention, Child Interventions at Alfred University. Dr. O’Connell has a six-
year history of working with the Addison CSD as a consuitant and trainer. She worked closely
with the district to implement the Response to Intervention Model in kindergarten through third

grade as a component of the Reading for Results and Reading First programs. As part of the

BLAST Off Program, Dr. O’Connell will provide training and support for implementing the
Response to Intervention Model at the pre-school level.

Apter and O’Connor Associates will serve as the program independent evaluators. Diane
Apter has a Bachelors Degree m Elementary Education and a Masters Degree in Marriage and

Family Counseling. She is a published author. Her work includes Paving the Way to

Kindergarten: Timelines and Guidelines for Preschool Staff Working with Young Children with

Special Needs and Their Families and Moving On From Preschool to Kindersarten. Cynthia
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O’Connor has a Bachelor of Science in biology and a Master of Public Administration. She has
20 years of public health and human service administration including four years as the Director
of Special Children’s Services Bureau for Onondaga County. As part of that role, she
implemented and administered New York State’s Early Intervention and Preschool Special
Education Programs. Apter & O’Connor have extensive experience conducting evaluations
using rigorous qualitative and quantitative methodologies. They have served as external
evaluators for the Syracuse City School District Early Reading First Cycle 1(featured on the
federal Early Childhood What Works Clearinghouse) and Cycle 2, as well as the Malone Central
School District Early Reading First Program. In addition to Early Reading First, past and current
evaluation work mncludes: Even Start Family Literacy, a technology infusion project for middle
schools, a mental health system improvement grant, a community initiative to increase academic
perfortnance in a targeted area of Syracuse, NY and Comprehensive School Reform and
Statewide School Improvement grants. Apter and O’Connor’s vitae are included in appendix.
ADEQUACY OF RESOURCES: Selection Criterion 3. Factor 1:

The BLAST Off Program will be supported by an established collaboration of dedicated
stakeholders committed to the goal of creating early literacy centers of excellence in the Addison
Central School District. At the onset of the planning process for the Early Reading First grant
application, a planning team was formed consisting of district and Head Start Pre-K Teachers, a
Special Education Teacher, the district Reading Coach, the ProAction Head Start Director, the
Elementary Principal, the Assistant Supernintendent for Curriculum and Instruction, the Director
of the Jennie Mose Family Resource Center (Title I Parent Advocate), and a parent
representative from each of the existing pre-K classrooms. The planning team discussed the

Early Reading First program requirements and agreed to implement the following in all Pre-K
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classrooms: 1) deliver the Open Court Pre-K as the core reading curriculum; 2) extend all Pre-K
classes to full day; 3) extend school year to 46 weeks; and 4) attend joint staff development
activities. District administrators and the Head Start Director agree to provide all teachers with
one day of release time per month for staff development and joint planning activites. All Pre-K
teachers will commut to attending all professional development opportunities, including joint
planning and reflection activities, to ensure consistent instructional practice in all Early Reading
First classrooms. Letters of support are included in the Appendices.

Selection Criterion 3. Factor 2:

The BLAST Off Program will directly serve 120 three- and four-year old children and their
families annually. Proposed expenditures will allow for: the hiring of additional staff resulting in
a lower staff to student ratio and expansion of instructional time; the purchase of scientifically
research-based mstructional and assessment materials; the delivery of hi ghl);r effective
professional development; and rigorous evalﬁation of program goals and objectives. Seventy-
two percent of the proposed Year 1 budget will support the hiring and training of early literacy
professional staff, 11% of the budget supports the purchase of scientifically research-based
supplies and materials, 10.5% of the proposed budget supports contractual costs for outside
professional development experts and program evaluation, 2% represents the purchase of
equipment for the integration of technology, 2.5% of the proposed budget is allocated for indirect
costs, and 2% supports the travel expenses for staff to attend required conferences. The district
will continue to support the Pre-K program using Universal Pre-XK funding ($269,266), Title 1,
and district general funds. ProAction will continue to support the program using Head Start

funding ($259,493) from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

PR/Award £ S3598080045 e25



Addison Central School District BLAST Off Program 26
Early Reading First 2008

The exising Pre-K programs do not provide consistent early literacy instruction and teachers
are aware of disparities in early literacy skills for children entering the district kindergarten
programs. The current Head Start classrooms offer 34-week programs and current district
classrooms offer 40 week programs. Two of the current district classrooms offer only a half-day
program. Early Reading First grant funds will allow for all Pre-K classrooms to expand to full-
day mstruction and run for 46 weeks per year. This will allow teachers to implement a consistent
curriculum across all classrooms and children will receive equal instruction time. This will
support the overall goal of providing high-quality early literacy instruction to all children and
mmproving their ability to succeed academically in thé future.

While the existi_ng Pre-K instructional staff i1s highly qualified, professional development
activities are currently limited due to budgetary constraints. The proposed budget will provide
for highly-effective staff development activities which will enable teachers to: understand and
effectively deliver the scientifically researgh—based Open Court Pre-K curriculum; identify and
implement differentiated instructional practices in their classrooms; administer, collect, and
interpret assessments effectively; and create classroom environments which support the
development of early literacy skills.

As a result of the proposed activities, three- and four- year old children will gain the
foundational skills which will support their future academic achievement. Currently, teachers
observe that students now entering kindergarten require two to four years of instruction to
perform at proficient first grade standards. By preparing students to enter kindergarten ready to
learn to read, the Addison Central School District anticipates a reduction in costs for remedial

reading mstruction in the higher grades.

QUALITY OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN - Selection Criterion, 4. Factor 1
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Selection Criteria 4, Factor 2: The Addison Early Reading First BLAST Off Program will
implement a continuum of purposeful and developmentally appropriate assessment tools which
will be used to gather progress data (see Criterion I, Factor 2, Purpose 5) for evaluation
purposes. The programs will use valid and reliable assessments to measure student progress as
well as changes 1n instructional practices and classroom environments. The BLAST Off Program
will establish feedback loops between program stakeholders to ensure that progress data is
shared and used appropriately to assess the effectiveness of program activities and measure
achievement of program goals. Pre- and post- screening and outcome assessment results will be
compiled and reviewed by the Project Coordinator. Results will be forwarded to the Project
Director and the External Evaluator. The Project Director will share this information with the
BLAST Off Advisory Committee. The committee will an;zilyze the data to gauge program
effectiveness and may suggest revisions, if needed, to strengthen the program and support the
achievement of program goals. The External Evaluator will use the data to determine the extent
to which the program has achieved its stated goals and objectives and will provide interim and
year-end reports to the Project Director and the Advisory Committee (see Selection Criterion 5,
Factor 1).

Progress momtoring data will be collected by instructional staff and will be used by
teachers and Literacy Coaches to inform instructional practice. Progress monitoring data will be
examined by the External evaluator for evidence of alignment between student/classroom
instructional need and instructional practices. This analysis will ensure that teachers are
differentiating instruction to support students in making adequate progress in developing early

literacy skills.
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Selection Criterion 4. Factor 3: Project Director, Deborah Finamore-Flint will devote 10% of
her time to serving as the Project Director/Principal Investigator. This will include providing
administrative oversight to the program, hiring new staff, direct supervision for all district
program staff, formal staff evaluations, oversight of the project budget, and approving all project
purchases. In addition, Ms. Flint will serve as the liaison with the Department of Education’s

Early Reading First Office, including ensuring all required reports are submitted in a timely

manner. Ms. Flint will meet weekly with the Project Director, a representative from Head Start,
and the District Director of Curriculum to review the progress of the program. Additionally, Ms.
Flint will participate on BLAST Off Advisory Comumittee.

The Project Coordinator will dedicate 100% of his/her time to overseeing the
implementation of the BLAST Off Program activities. This will include: meeting weekly with
the Project Director, a Head Start representative, and the District Director of Curriculum to
report progress and receive direction; scheduling and facilitating quarterly BLAST Off Advisory
Committee meetings; training and supervising the Literacy Coaches; collaboratively
coordinating professional development activities with outside consultants and the Literacy
Coaches; collaboratively coordinating family literacy activities with the Director of the Jennie
Mose Center and the Literacy Coaches; coordinating the administration, compiling, and analysis
of assessment data, including ensuring that assessments are administered correctly; identifying
resources and recommending them to the Literacy Coaches and teachers; assessing classroom
and teacher needs, and making appropriate recommendations, and coordinating the purchasing
of materials; working closely with the Independent Evaluator to conduct a rigorous evaluation of

the program’s progress toward meeting the established goals.
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3. QUALITY OF THE PROJECT EVALUATION
Selection Criterion S, Factor 1
Apter and O’Connor Associates will serve as the external evaluators for Addison Early

Reading First Program. They will design and conduct a thorough, empirically sound and

rigorous evaluation that is responsive to the structure and requirements of the Addison district

and will assess the impact on participants (students and teaching staff). The evaluation activities
will serve to:

» Determine the extent to which the application’s stated goals and objectives delineated in the
Management Plan (see Selection Criterion 4, Factor 1, page 27) are achieved and stated
benchmarks are accomplished;

« Provide ongoing technical assistance to Management Team and project staff regarding the
use of data and collection instruments;

= Provide a synthesis and analysis of qualitative and quantitative data to assess the fidelity to
implementation activities (including barriers to implementation);

» Provide synthesis and analysis of quantitative data including disaggregated data by
subgroups (special needs, free lunch, site etc.) to evaluate student and teacher outcomes;

» Provide coherent description of program operation, so that successes and lessons learned can
be shared within the region, state and county.

» Facilitate program improvement dialogue based on available data and evaluative feedback,
including interim and final reports and meeting with all stakeholders

The Project application has described valid and reliable measures that will be used to
systematically measure children’s outcomes and progress 1n language and literacy development

as well as change 1n teaching practices and environment (See Selection Criterion 1, Factor 2,
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Purpose 5, page 17). Both qualitative and quantitative evaluative methodologies will work in
tandem to shed light on the successes and challenges of individual children and facilitate
programmatic changes and appropnate staff development.

All analysis required by the Department under GPRA (i.e. percentage showing gain and

age appropriate oral language on PPVT-IV Receptive and number of upper case letters identified
on PALS, percentage of classrooms/teachers demonstrating improvements on the ELLCO) will
be completed as well as a thorough analysis of student progress monitoring data described in this
proposal and useful to Addison personnel. Children’s scores on the required pre-post PPVT and
PALS Pre-K Upper Case Alphabet Knowledge will be submitted to Apter and O’Connor for
statistical analysis. On-going assessments to target instructional needs and to assist with
progress monitoring were also specifically chosen to relate to these annual outcome measures
(vocabulary development, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge, pfint awareness, and
oral language). The remaining components rof the PALS Pre-K will assess: Name Wnting, Letter
Sounds, Lower Case Alphabet Recognition, Beginning Sound Awareness, Print and Word
Awareness, Rhyme Awareness and Nursery Rhyme Awareness. It will be administered by
classroom teachers and recorded fall-spring with mid year assessments of children demonstrating
nisk factors for learning to read (see Selection Criterion 1, Factor 2, Purpose 2, page 8). Coaches
and evaluators will make use of the PALS Pre-K web based reporting system as appropriate and
to allow for synthesis and analysis of this information. The Open Court Pre K Annual Screening,
Observation Checklists and Unit Assessments will also be consistently collected by ERF
teaching staff for progress monitoring. These results will be examined by Apter and O’Connor

for a match between student/classroom instructional need and instructional practices. This

review as well as systematic content analysis of coaches’ progress notes, classroom observations
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and teacher imterviews will be used to ensure that teachers are differentiating instruction to assist
students to making adequate progress on critical measures of early reading throughout the year.
A user-fniendly excel data collection system, developed for ERF by Apter & O’Connor will be
used by coaching and clerical staff to enter test scores and submit them for statistical analysis to
the evaluators.

Change in the quality of teacher instructional practices and classroom environments will
be captured through several sources of data. The ELLCO will provide data for statistical
analysis of pre-post classroom environment change. The evaluation of professional growth will
include systematic content analysis of coaches’ progress notes. Data will be supplemented by
classroom observations and interviews with teachers to discover their perceptions of their own
growth, changes in instructional practices -and impact on their students. The framework of the
relationship of professional development/coaching to actual teacher need and demonstrated
change 1n practice and environment will drive the analysis. Finally, to discover impact that ERF
has on parents’ awareness of pre-literacy components and the importance of home carry over,
Apter and O’Connor will develop a survey that staff will administered to parents of ERF students
(post test only) and analyzed for impact of the program from the parent’s perspective.

All surveys, additional progress monitor and data collection methods will be reviewed
with ERF stakeholders to assure that the investigation is culturally competent and that it will
produce strategies for program improvement without placing undue burden on the day-to-day
operations of the program.

Selection Criteria S, Factor 2
Qualitative measures will include: 1) participant observation during component

activities for descriptive and implementation information; 2) focused interviews with staff and
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key stakeholders for perceptions of implementation; meeting program goals and impact on
students; 3} systematic review of lesson plans, coaches notes and other documentation for
evidence of implementing SBRR; 4) content analysis of program generated documents (e.g.
progress notes, meeting minutes, workshop evaluations, etc) for evidence of a match between
professional development needs, ERF activities and teacher change; 5) surveys with participant
parents to illuminate level of awareness and practice of pre-literacy skill development activities,
awareness of their connection to school success and their level of engagement with schooling.
Quﬁnﬁtaﬁve measures will use standard statistical methods to test for significant growth
1n students and 1n classroom environments on the assessments described in the proposal.
Specifically, Analysis of Variance (ANOV A) for repeated measures will be used to evaluate -
whether or not: 1) there is significant growth between pre and post classroom environmental
assessments; 2) there are significant improvements in assessment scores between the Fall and
Spring for all students, regardless of demographic risk factors (special ﬁeeds._. free/reduced lunch
status, etc.); 3) there is significant growth in mean assessment scores dunng the course of the
school year. Restriction of analysis to students who are assessed in both Fall and Spring (1.¢., the
repeated measures design) allows each student to serve as his/her own control with respect to

time and curriculum effects, which in turn increases the power of the assessments to detect

differences when they truly exist and also increases the precision of the estimated mean
assessment SCores.

The chart below offers preliminary evaluation questions and methodology.
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Project Goals/Objectives and Purposes

Evaluation Questions and Methodology

Professional development for staff that is
based on SBRR knowledge of language,
cognitive and early reading development that
will assist in developing each preschooler’s
oral language (expressive and receptive
language including vocabulary development),
phonological awareness (rhyming, blending,
segmenting), print awareness and alphabet
knowledge (letter recognition).

Provide preschool children with cognitive
learning opportunities in high quality
language and literature rich environments
s0 that children can attain the fundamental
knowledge and skills necessary for optimal
reading development in K and beyond.

Were the components implemented as designed? How fully?

Challenges? Modifications? Did the quality of classroom
environments improve? How has PD impacted teacher

instructional practices?
v"  Structured interviews with pre-school staff/site and project
administrators/Coaches/consultants
v Document review
= Reports, attendance tallies, workshop evaluations,
Individualized Professional Development Plans, Coaches
progress notes documenting PD
v" Teacher survey 10 ascertain increase in knowledge of SBRR
components
v"  Participant observation at project team and advisory board
meetings
v Classroom ﬂbservaunns

High quality oral language and print rich
environments in order 1o acquire oral
language skills, phonological awareness,
print awareness and alphabet knowledge
including students with disabilities.

Demonstrated activities and instructional
materials based on SBRR to support the age
appropriate development of language,
cognitive and early reading skills. Integrate
instructional materials and programs based
on SBRR 1nto existing preschool prograrms.

Language and literacy competence in pre-
school children & continued school
literacy success
Identify preschool children who are at risk
for reading failure and adyust instruction and
program accordingly {assessment driven)
Demonstrated age appropriate development
of: - Letter recognition

- Knowledge of letter sounds, blends

- Undersianding of phonemes and letters

- Vocabulary and oral comprehension)
the use of complex vocabuiary

- Knowledge of the purpose and
| convention of print

Were the cumcula mstmcnnnai and assessment activities
impiemented as designed? Challenges? Modifications?
Differences between sites?

v
v

v
v

Structured interviews with pre-school stafff administrators
Statistical analysis of classroom environment improvement
(pre-post ELLCO scores )

Classroom observation

Qualitative analysis of ERF team progress notes (coaching
activities, assessment driven instruction, implementation)

Do the students in ERF demonstrate significant growth in
language and literacy competence? Do the students in ERF
demonstrate sustained success in school as compared to non-ERF.

v

v

v

Statistical analysis of assessments noted in project:, PPVT/,
PALS (ail components)

--Pre-Post (Fall — Spring); By classroom ;By demographic
risk factors (i.e. Special Needs)

Comparison of children’s scores to age appropriate
benchmarks on screening/monitoring tools (Open
Court/PALS-PreK) and/or benchmarks set by funders
Systematic review of progress assessments for match to
mstruction

Longer term follow up of ERF/non-ERF to Grade 1 for
sustained effects using PPVT, Dibbles, (in Years 2 and 3)

[ Increased parent knowledge and
resources to support children’s pre-
literacy learning and school success

PR/Award # S3598080045

TWere ¢ components mplemented as designed? Challenges?
Modifications? Did parents demonstrate increased knowledge and
involvement in child’s learning?

v

v
v

Structured interviews with staff/project administrators;
consultants

Parent survey(post)

Review of documents (i.e. attendance, EPIC evaluations)
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APPENDIX A

Addison Early Reading First Program

The New York State Education Department has classified Addison as a “high-need district™.
Twenty percent of district families are living in poverty (below national poverty rate); 59% of
Tuscarora Elementary School students and 78% of Valley Elementary School students qualify
for free/reduced lunch (National School Lunch Guidelines). Five percent of district students
meet the McKinney-Vento definition of homeless. 33% of parents have less than a high school
education or a GED. Only 13% of district parents have a BA/BS degree compared to a State
average of 27.4%; 20% are illiterate/marginally literate; 9% receive some form of public
assistance; 6% are unemployed; and 9% have a severe mental/physical health problem. Addison
families struggle with limited opportunities for advancement, escalating unemployment, the out-
migration of large/small businesses, a declining tax base, geography that effectively isolates the
Addison community, and the absence of public transportation. There are no YMCAs/YWCAs,
Boys and Girls Clubs, malls, museums, coffee houses, performance or other cultural venues in
the area.

The Addison Central School District, in partnership with ProAction Head Start, currently
provides pre-school programming for 87 children in 2 half-day and 4 full-day programs. 62% of
children qualify for free/reduced lunch; 26% of children are from single-parent families; 21% of
children have language/speech disabilities; 2% are visually or hearing impaired; 3% have other
health-related issues; and 2% have behavioral plans. Less than 1% of students are minorities,
and all students are English language proficient. The population density of the area served by
the school district is twelve students per square mile. Until children enter school, many are

effectively 1solated from frequent social contact and are unaccustomed to being away from
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home. This isolation causes delays in the development of social skills needed for success in
school and creates an additional barrier to learning. As a result, many district children need two
years of preschool experience to be able to enter kindergarten ready to learn to read.

The current configuration of classes includes three district 4 year-old classrooms (one
full-day and two half-day); two Head Start full-day classrooms (one 4 year-old and one 3 year
old); and one self-contained special education classroom. The special education classroom,
located at Tuscarora Elementary School, is separated from one of the district full-day 4 year-old
classrooms by a folding wall. This wall is opened daily for the morming activities to provide full-
inclusion of students with special needs into all program activities. Additionally, the Jennie Mose
Family Resource Center, a drop in center supporting family literacy and parent/child interaction
activities, is located in Tuscorara Elementary School, which provides teachers, students, and
- families easy access to high-quality family literacy and parent/child interaction activities. An

overview of the current pre-school programs is below.

Current Pre-School Programs
Program Site Program Half- | Full- | 3 Year- 4 Year
_ Day Day Olds | Olds
Valley Elementary Addison Universal Pre-K 1 18
| School _ o _ |
Tuscarora Elementary | Addison Universal Pre-K 2 31
School | (regular education) _
Addison Special Education | 4 | 4
| ProAction Head Start o 2 | 16 14
TOTALS _ 2 4 20 67

Detailed overviews of the two existing partnering programs (Addison Central School

District and Head Start) are outlined on the following two pages.
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Addison Central School District

Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program

| Program Location

» Tuscarora Elementary School
» Valley Elementary School

Current Enrollment

» 49 regular education four—year old children

» 8 special education three and four-year-old children

| Free/Reduced Lunch %

» Tuscarora: 58%
» Valley:  78%

Children from Si-ﬂgl?c
Parent Families

» 13%

Minority Population

| = There are no students who are English Language Learners

e L ess than 1%

Children with Special
Needs

= 2 children with visual or hearing impairment

» 8 children with language/speech disabilities

= 2 children with a health-related need

= 2 children with a behavioral plan

» Special Education classroom serving 8 children with mental
retardation, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, autism, emotional
disturbances, visual and hearing impairments

L - A

T’r_agram Hours

» Tuscarora: 2.5 hrs/day x 5 days/week x 40 weeks
= Valley: 7.0 hrs/day x 5 days/week x 40 weeks

Basic Instructional
| Program

« New York State Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program.
» Open Court Reading Pre-Kindergarten curriculum

Staff and Quahﬁcatmns

« Tuscarora: 2 certifted teacher, 2 teaching assistant, 1:1 teacher
aides as indicated by individual education plans
» Valley: 1 ceriified teacher and 1 teaching assistant

Primary Fund—i.ng Source

» Universal Pre-Kindergarten (regular education classroom)
= District General Funds and Steuben County pre-school sPemal
education funds (special education classroom)

Early Reading First
Impact

PR/Award # 53598080045

- Expansion of 2 half-day classes to 2 full-day classes at Tuscarora

» Creation of a new full-day class for four-year old children at
Tuscarora

» Creation of a new full-day class for three-year old children at
Valley

= Extension of all programs to 46 weeks per year

« Expansion of the program to serve both three and four-year old
children

» Consistent, effective implementation of the Open Court Reading
Pre-K literacy curricalum across all district and Head Start
classrooms

» Increased implementation of SBRR curriculum materials

= Increased use of assessments to effectively guide instruction

» Increased SBRR professional development

» Increased family literacy activities

el
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ProAction of Steuben and Yates Counties, Inc.

.

Program Location » Tuscarora Elementary School )
Current Enrollment » 14 three-year old children
» 16 four-year old children
Waiting List of students » 19 children
 Free/Reduced Lunch % « 100%
Children from Single Parent = 50%
Families
_Minority Population « 0% o

Children with Special Needs « 8 children with language/speech disabilities

Program Hours . 7.0 l:x-rs/daylx 5 days/week x 34 weeks
| Basic Instructional Program - Head Start P}ogram; Creative Curriculum; Second Step

(social/emotional development)

» New York State Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program (in
collaboration with Addison CSD); Open Court Reading
Pre-Kindergarten

Staff and Qualifications « 2 certified teachers

B . | = 2 teaching assistants (AA, CPA, or CDA) _

Primary Funding Source » Department of Health & Human Services Universal Pre-

. Kindergarten funds (collaboration with Addison CSD)
Early Reading First Impact = Extension of all programs to 46 weeks per year

= Increased alignment with Addison CSD pre-school
program and Reading First Program

= Consistent, effective implementation of the Open Court
Reading Pre-K literacy curriculum across all district and
Head Start classrooms

» Expanded access for three-year old children

= Increased implementation of SBRR curriculum materials

= Increased use of assessments 1o guide mstruction

» Increased SBRR professional development

= Increased family literacy activities

S ey S
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The proposed configuration of the BLAST Off Early Reading First Centers of Excellence

1s detailed in the chart on the next page:

Proposed Early Reading First Program

' Tuscarora Elementary School Valley Elementary School
Sfullday 2 full-day _
| Children to be Served 60 four year-olds (6 special 18 four year-olds
? education students) 18 three year-olds

24 three year-olds (6 special
| _ education students) _
§ Free/Reduced Lunch % 68% 78% |
| Minority Population 0%
' Single Parent Homes 29% | 15%
| Special Needs of  Children with language/speech disabilities
| Children » Chuldren with health-related needs

‘ » Children with plans addressing behavioral issues
= Special Education classroom will serve children with mental

retardation, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, autism, emotional
| { disturbances, visual and hearing impairments
| Attending Hours 7.0 hrs/day, 5 days/wk x 46 7.0 hrs/day, 5 days/wk x 46 weeks
| weeks

Instructional Program | Open Court Pre-K for early literacy skills development; New York
State Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program

| Funding Sources NYS Universal Pre-kindergarten; Title I; District General Fund;
Department of Health & Human Services; Early Reading First Grant
Funds _
Early Reading First » Extend all programs to 7 hours a day and 46 weeks a year
i Impact = Increase number of students served from 87 to 120 (38% increase)

» Increase implementation of SBRR curriculum materials

= Increase use of data to inform instruction and measure effectiveness
of program

= Increase in professional development grotinded in SBRR

= Increase in parental/family involvement

| » Increase number of highly qualified staff trained in Early Literacy

| - | Development
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Addison Central School District BLAST Off Program 1
Early Reading First 2008

APPENDIX B — Endnote Citations

'Hart, B., & Risley, T.R. (1995). Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of
Young American Children. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes.

“Storch, S.A., & Whitehurst, G.J. (2002). Oral Language and Code-Related Precursors to
Reading: Evidence from a Longitudinal Structural Model. Development Psychology, 38,
934.947.

>Snow, CE., Burns, M.S., & Griffin, P. (Eds.) (1998). Preventing Reading Difficulties in
Young Children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

*Results with Open Court Reading, McGraw-Hill Education in collaboration with the
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development and the Council of Chief State
School Officers. (www.mheducation.com.) -

’Open Court Reading Pre-K, Florida Center for Reading Research, 2005.
(http://www .fcrr.org.)

GEIemenrary School Curriculum Program and API: A More Detailed Examination,
EdSource, Apnl 2006. (http://www.edsource.org/pub abs simstu.05.cfm.)

"New Standards. (2001) Speaking and Listening for Preschool Through Third Grade.
Washington, DC: National Center on Education and the Economy; Pittsburgh, PA:
Leaming Research and Development Center of the University of Pittsburgh.

® Armbruster, B.B., Lehr, F., & Osbom, J. (2001). Teaching our youngest: A Guide for
Preschool Teachers and Child Care and Family Providers. Washington, DC. Early
Childhood-Head Start Task Force.

Justice, M. J ustice, Vukelich, Carol. Achieving Excellence in Preschool Literacy
Instruction, The Guulford Press, 2008, p 200.

1¥Tbid, p 211.

"'National Reading Panel. (2000). Teaching Children to Read: An Evidence-based
assessment of the scientific research literature on reading and its implications for Pre-K
Research Foundation reading instruction. Washington, DC: National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development (http://www.nationalreadingpanel.org)

"*Tunmer, W.E., Herriman, M.L., & Nesdale, A.R. (1998). Metalinguistic Abilities and
Beginning Reading. Reading Research Quarterly, 23, 134-158.

"Burns, ML.S., Griffin, P., & Snow, C.E. (Eds.) (1999). Starting Out Right: A Guide to
Promoting Children’s Reading Success. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
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Early Reading First 2008

i ustice, M. Justice, Vukelich, Carol. Achieving Excellence in Preschool Literacy

Instruction, The Guilford Press, 2008, p 204.

15Bowman, B.M., Donovan, S., & Burns, M.S. (.

=ds.) (2000). Eager to Learn: Educating

our Preschoolers. Washington, DC: National Research Council.

' Snow, C.E., Burns, M.S., & Griffin, P. (Eds.) (1998). Preventing Reading Difficulties
in Young Children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

17 Justice, M. Justice, Vukelich, Carol. Achieving Excellence in Preschool Literacy

Instruction, The Guilford Press, 2008, p 199.
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Dianne Apter

VITA

ba(E;

EDUCATION

b)(6) (home) (315) 430D-2695 (work) _

Syracuse Untversity, Syracuse, New York. MA Marriage and Family Counseling, Department of Child and
Family Snadies, College of Human Development, May 1978

University of Maryland, College Park, Md. BS Elementary Education, January, 1968 (Cum Laude)

Teacher Certification: Grades N,K, 1-6

CERTIFICATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Certified: CITI Program for the Protection of Human Research Subjects, SUNY Health Science Center,
Institutional Review Board

Member in good standing American Evaluation Association

EMPLOYMENT

Apter & O’Connor Associates (Co-Owner) Private consultation,evaluation and technical assistance to human service

PR/Award # S359B080045

agencies
Project Evaluator: Children’s Health Innovation Project (CHIP) Federally funded MCH
systems change to improve mental health services to children/adolescents and their
families.(2006 to present)
Project Evaluator: Malone Central School District Early Reading First Federal Demonstration
Project (2005-present)
Project Evaluator: Syracuse City School District Early Reading First Federal Demonstration
Project (2004-present)
Technical Assistance: Getting To Qutcomes with Results Oriented Services; Consultation to
NYS County Deptment of Social Services for NYS Office of Children and Families (2007 to
present)
Facilitation of and Technical Assistance: Literacy Task Force of Onondaga County—-an
Initiative of the Central New York Community Foundation (2006-present)
Technical Assistance and Evaluation: American Immunization Registry Association (2007)
Technical Assistance and Research: Child Care Council of Onondaga County Early Literacy
Project (2005) & Madison County (2006)
Technical Assistance: Consortium for Worker Education and the NY Union Child Care
Coalition Facilitated Enrollment Project (2006}
Technical Assistance Onondaga County Health Department Immunization Registry (2006)
Technical Assistance: Wayne County Task Force for Run Away Youth.(2006)
Local Project Evaluator, Wayne County Jail Family Literacy Even Start (2000-20035)
Local Project Evaluator, Onondaga County Even Start (1996 to present)
University of Massachusettes/SUNY Upstate Health Science Center

Robert Wood Johnson Health-e-Technologies Initiative (2003-2005)

Project evaluator (consultant with Office of Professional Development, Syracuse University)
NY Siate Schools In Need of Improvement (2001-2004)
Project evaluator (consultant with Office of Professional Development, Syracuse University)
Watkins Glen School District Comprehensive School Improvement (2001-2004)
Local Project Evaluator, LaFayette School District /Onondaga Nation Family Literacy
Program (2002-2004)
Local Project Evaluatior, Oswego County Even Start (1999 to 2003)
Consultant for Madison-Oneida BOCES Pre-K Assessment Project (1996)

el



Center on Human Policy, Syracuse University

¢ Director, The Early Childhood Direction Center (NY State Education Department funded
program serving children with special needs and their families--1979 to 2002)

s Instructor: Inclusion and the Law (Fall Semester 1998 to 2001)

e Instuctor, Clinical Skills With Families: Strategies and Practice in Family Centered Care.
(Summer, 1995)

¢ Director Regional Planning Grant ( NY State Health Department funded program to plan and
advise on Early Intervention for Infants and Toddlers 1988- 1991)

e Director, Community Service Facilitation Project for Medically Fragile Children(NY State

funded 1991-1994)
Empire State College Independent Study Tutor (Working with adult learners seeking Bachelor Degree) 1988 to
present)
The Bridge Program Family Advocate, Supervisor {(1970- 1977)
Jowonio Teacher (1972-1973)
North Syracuse Central Schools Teacher (1968-1972)
OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE
Syracuse City School District Project Coordinator, Paving The Way To Successful Transition to
Kindergarten ( 1997 1o 1999)
Lemoyne College Instructor, Approaches to Maladaption ( Summer, 1978)
Family Counselor Marriage and Family Counseling Services, Syracuse University &

Onondaga Pastoral Counseling Services (graduate intemships, 1976-78)

PUBLICATIONS

Apter, D. (2001). Review of handbook of early childhood intervention. Mental Retardation 39(1), 66-68.

Barnes. E, Apter, D. and Zubal, R (2001). Paving the Way to Kindercarten: Timelines and Guidelines for Preschool Staff
Working with Young Children with Special Needs and Their Families.

Apter, D and Winschel, A. (1997). Moving On From Preschool to Kindergarten. Syracuse, NY: Paving the Way

Apter, D. & Walker, P. (1997). The early childhood inclusion network: One community's effort to promote child care
inclusion. The Association of Severely Handicapped Newsletter, 14-16.

Apter, D. (1996). Review of babies with Down Syndrome: A new parents’ guide. Mental Retardations 34(6), 400-401.

Apter, D. (1994). From dream to reality: A participant’'s view of the implementation of P. L. 99-457. Journal of Early
Intervention. 18 (2), 131-140.

Apter, D. & Songer, N. (1994). New collaborations: Professional-family partnerships, In G. Ensher & D. Clark (eds).
Newbomns as Risk: Medical Care and Psvchoeducational Intervention. Maryland: Aspen 347-364

Apter, D. (1992). Utilization of community resources: An important variable for the home-school interface. In S..
Christenson and J. Conoley, Home School Collaboration: Enhancing Children's Academic and Social Competence.
Maryland: National Association of School Psychologists.

Apter, D. , Alciati, D. Masterpaolo, A. & Eron, N. (1991). The Family Resource Guide. Syracuse, NY: Health
Systems Agency.

PR/Award # S350B080045 el



Apter, D. (1978). Working with Kids; Teachers, Children and Special Needs; Parenting (a pamphlet series). Washington,
DC: National Institute of Mental Health.

WORKSHOPS AND PRESENTATIONS (selected listing)

Numerous presentations, classes, workshops and training delivered to public school administrators, physicians, nurses and
other medical personnel, parent groups, teachers and other school personnel, social service and community agencies on topics
such as:

Getting to Outcomes

Evaluation 101

Conducting an Internal Evaluation of Your Program

Building Collaborative Programs and Services

Family Centered Service Coordination

Working with Families: A Family Systems Approach

Community Service Organization

Legislation Affecting Children with Disabilities and Handicapping Conditions

Developing Inclusive Programs for Preschool Children

Planning for Smoother Transitions (Early Intervention to Preschool and Preschool to School)

RECENT PROFESSSIONAL PRESENTATIONS (2000-PRESENT)

“Past to the Present: Utilizing a2 Unique Lens to Drive Our Evalution Work™ Panel Chair;
“Applying Family Systems Theory to the Craft of Program Evaluation”. American Evaluation Association Conference,
Toronto, Canada, Fall 2005.

“Using a Logic Model for Evaluation: The School Improvement Grant” American Evaluation Association Conference,
Atlanta GA. Fall, 2004

“The New York State Professional Development Model for Evaluators™, American Evaluation Association Conference,
Atanta GA. Fall, 2004

“Standardizing Evaluation Requirements: Challenges for Evaluation Independence”, American Evaluation Association
Conference, Reno, Nevada. Fall, 2003

“Even Start, Local Evaluation and Systems Change” American Evaluation Association Conference. Washington DC, Fall
2002

“Path to Quality: What Local Evaluation Can Contribate™ National Even Start Conference, Washington DC, Fall, 2002

PROFESSIONAL AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Peer reviewer and reviewee of evaluation reports: assessed other evaluator’s work and was recipient of peer review for my
evaluations to New York State Even Start and The American Evaluation Association
New York State Child Care Council Coalition Work Group on a Quality Rating System for Early Care nd Education, member
United Way: Success By Six of Onondaga County; Policy Council Member, Chair: Educare committee
Volunteer Community Funding Grant Application reader (current)
Board member, Friends of Jowonio School (current)
New York State Interagency Coordinating Councii for Early Intervention, chaired eligibility sub-committee

AWARDS
2000 Award recipient from the Child Care Council of Onondaga County “Friend of Children”

1999 Award recipient from Jowonio School 30th Anniversary for Services to Children and Families

1993 Award recipient from Governor Mario Cuomo, Decade of the Child for "outstanding service to children with
disabilities and their families”

1987 Award recipient from NYS Commission on Quality of Care for the Mentally Disabled for "outstanding advocacy
efforts the significantly enriched the lives of persons with developmental disabilities".
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PROFESSIONAL
EXPERIENCE

FR/Award » S359B080045

20 years of publi¢ health and human service administration including
extensive experience in - program development, direction and
evaluation - public budgeting - regulatory compliance - personnel

* grant management

APTER & O’'CONNOR ASSOCIATES

Co-Owner/Partner Sept 2003- Present
Professional training and management consultation for human service agencies including
program development and implementation, professional development, data system design
and analysis, needs assessments, strategic planning and program evaluation. Recent
contracts include Syracuse City School District and Malone Central School District Early
Reading First, several Even Start Family Literacy Programs, Child Care Solutions, Madison
County Child Care Council, Onondaga County Deparmment of Social Services, University
of Massachusetts, Syracuse University Central New York Community Foundation, St.
Joseph Hospital Comprehensive Psychiatric Emergency Program- Children’s Health
Innovaton Project

ONONDAGA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Management Consultant Oct. 2000-Oct 2007
Oversee grant funded public health immunization initatives, including contract
management, physician relatons, public educaton and promotion and personnel -
Implement NY State Immunization Registry for 14 County Central New York Region

Director, Special Children’s Services Bureau Jan. 1996 — June 2000
Implemented and administered New York State’s Early Intervenuon and Preschool Special
Education programs for Onondaga County - Administered Infant Health Assessment
Program and Physically Handicapped Children’s Program -Managed annual budgets
totaling over $28 million and staff of 40 - Managed contracts of all agency and itinerant
service providers ¢ Assured comphance with all relevant legislation and regulation -
Oversight of quality assurance, policy development, program evaluation, medical records,
statistical reporting and analysis, and 3 party billing

Public Health Administrator Oct 1993 — Oct. 1995
Administrator for Department of 350 employees with an 2nnual budget exceeding $40
million - Direct oversight of department-wide fiscal operations, personnel, program

management, physical services, legal and regulatory compliance and legislative relations
» Bureaus included Maternal and Child Health, Environmental health, Health Promotion,

Communicable Disease, Special Children Services, Correctuonal Health, Medical Examiner,
Public Health and Forensic Laboratory, Surveiliance and Statstics

Director of Pregnancy C.A.R.E. Program Apdl 1990 — Oct 1993
Managed multi-disciplinary prenatal care program including clinical, education, counseling,
outreach and advocacy services. - Coordinated County infant mortality preventon
Initiatives - Wrote & managed several grants + Promoted Infant Mortality Action Plan to the
Legislature, professional associations, community agencies and local media
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Cynthia O°Connor, MPA

ST. VINCENT'S SCHOOL FOR BOYS San Rafael, CA

Full-ime Volunteer - Sep 1989 — Apnal 1990
Developed and directed educational activiges, campus ministry, and recreation events at a
residential treatment center for abused/neglected boys. - Designed and implemented
emancipation program for foster children. |

ONONDAGA COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Information Systems Coordinator Feb. 988 — Sept. 1989
Assessed and developed data systems - Trained staff in personal computer use -
Provided statistical analvsis for comprehensive Community Health Assessment
- Authored and implemented client tracking system for New York State Adolescent

Pregnancy Prevention Services Project. This system was the statewide prototype for
the New York State Council on Children and Families.

CENTRAL NEW YORK HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION

Administrative Coordinator 1986-1987
Developed strategic planning sessions for boards of trustees + Analyzed quality of
care, legislative, financial, and regulatory health care issues.

EDUCATION MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, December 1986
Maxwell School of Cinzenship, Syracuse University
® Research Assistant at SU Institute for Energy Research 1985-1986
® Policy Analyst Intern at U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services 1986

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE, May 1984
College of Arts and Sciences, Syracuse University Major: Biology
o Medical Research Internships - Cornell and Upstate Medical Schools

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES — SELECT

e Co-author and presenter of several abstracts at CDC Natonal Immunization Conferences
Leadership Greater Syracuse Graduate ,
United Way- Community Impact Teamm Member & Chair, Basic Needs Committee
Committee Member of Success By 6 — Legislative and Educare Committees
Child Care Council Board Member; Board President 2 years

" Syracuse City School District’s Preschool Policy Advisory Board
Central NY Council on Adolescent Pregnancy Program Committee and Board Member
Member of American Public Health Assodation and National Evaluation Association
Extensive public speaking and educational presentations on public health and eatly childhood
related topics to local Legislature, media, pediatric and family practice grand rounds, physician
practices, professional associations, Maxwell student forums, Lemoyne College special

education classes, State and local maternal and child health conferences and numerous
COMmIMUNILY Organizations

COMMUNITY SERVICE

®  Volunteer work, board membership and leadership posidons for several human service and

advocacy organizations and agencies; 1.e., Brady Faith Center, Central New York Gixl Scouts,
Untted Way, Dorothy Day House, Habitat For Humanity, , Near Eastside Adventures
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Deborah A. Finamore-Flint

h(E)

Home : Cell:
Work: 607-355-2261 Fax: 607-359-4507

OBJECTIVE

A. position as an elementary principal in which I can be effective when involved with faculty, staff,
students, cormmunity, encourage collaboration, open mindedness, and change to better the education of
every student.

EDUCATION
C.A.S. Degree (Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Administration),
State University at Brockport, Brockport, New York, August 1994 '

M.S. Degree in Education, Elmira College, Elmira, New York, August 1988

B.S. Degree in Elementary Education, State University at Cortland,
Cortland, New York, May 1984

A_S. Degree in Early Childhood, State University at Farmingdale
Farmingdale, New York, May 1981

CERTIFICATION
New York State Permanent School District Administrator, August 1994

New York State School Administrator and Supervisor, August 1994
New York State Permanent Reading Specialist (K-12)

New York State Permanent Elementary Education (N-6)

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Tuscarora Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
Kindergarten level, September 1999 to December 1999

Tuscarora Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
First/Second grade level Loop, September 1997 — June 1999 '

‘Tuscarora Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
First grade level, September 1990 to June 1997

Valley Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
Third grade level, September 1989 to June 1990

Valley Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
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Kindergarten level, September 1986 to June 1989

Valley Elementary School, Addison School District, Addison, New York
First grade level, September 1984 to June 1986

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Addison Central School District, Elementary School Principal
July 2003 to Present

Addison Central School District, District Wide Assistant Principal for Curriculum And
Special Projects, January 2000 to June 2003

Addison Central School District, Preschool Director
Jannary 2000 to Present

Addison Central School District, Title I Coordinator
January 2000 1o June 2003

Addison Central School District, 504 Coordinator
January 2000 to Present

Addison Central School District, Test Cm;rdinator
January 2000 to June 2003

Addison Central School District, Community School Director, Includes Latch Key and Jennie
Mose Family Resource Center
January 2000 to June 2003

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION
Business & Professional Women’s Club, Bath, New York, 1990 1o Present
New York State Prekindergarten Association, January 2000 to Present

New York State Elementary Principals Association, January 2000 to Present
Choice Steering Committee, Corning, New York, January 2000 to June 2003

COMMUNITY/SCHOOL ORGANIZATIONS
District Level Team, Addison School District, September 1989 to January 2003
Community Schoo! Advisory Board, Addison, New York, January 2000 to June 2003
Parent Teacher Association (PTA), Addison School District, September 2002 to Present
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), Addison School District
Established in 1990 for the Tuscarora Elementary School, Addison, New York
reanized/Established in 1986 for the Valley Elementary School, Cameron, New York

St. Catherine’s Parish Trustee, Addison, New York, September 1998 - Present

INTERESTS

Children, Reading, Antiques and Collectibles
Involved in all community events and activities
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Lynn M. O°Connell, Psy.D. 6/08
Alfred University

Drivision of School Psychology & Counseling
607/871-2750
oconnelm@alfred.edu

CURRENT APPOINTMENT
Assistant Professor: Division of School Psychology & Counseling, Graduate School, Alfred University

Alfred, NY

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION

Response to Intervention

Organizational Change and School Reform in Rural Schools
Acadermic Assessment & Intervention

Early Literacy Development

School Consultation & Pre-Referral Teams

PROFESSIONAL LICENSE/CERTIFICATION
¢ NYS Licensed Psychologist

EDUCATION
Doctor of Psychology Alfred University, Alfred, NY
School Psychology, 2002
) Dissertation Topic: Qualitative Collaborative Action Research as an Approach to Program
Evaluation: Application in a2 Rural Elementary School

Certificate of Advanced Alfred University, Alfred, NY
Study School Psychology, 2002

Master of Arts Alfred University, Alfred, NY
Schooi Psychology, 2000

Bachelor of Arts State University of New York at Plattsburgh
Elementary Education PK-6 (Magna Cum Laude); Minor in Psychology, 1998

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Assistant Professor Alfred University, Alfred, NY; 8/05 to present
Graduate School, Division of School Psychology

Visiting Assistant Alfred University, Alfred, NY; 8/02 to 8/05
Professor of School Graduate School, Division of School Psychology
Psychology
Adjunct Instructor Alfred University, Alfred, NY; Spring 2001
Psychology Department, Child Interventions
TRAINING GRANT
2007-2011 Federal Training Grant, US Department of Education, Combined Priority for Personnel Preparation Grant

Competition. Training School Psychologists to Implement Response to Intervention in Schools. Grant
#H325K07030. Co-Director & Principal Investigator. Amount Awarded = $665,064.
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NON-COMPETITIVE GRANTS
10/03 Woodcock-Munoz Foundation — Assessment Materials $6,000
S/03 Woodcock-Munoz Foundation — Assessment Materials $246

SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

Journal Articles

O’Connell, L. M. (2008). Systematic and organizational obstacles in the ‘Tale of the Reading Coach:” A commentary.
Journal of Educational and Psychological Consultation, 18(2), 156-166.

Manuscripts in Preparation

Elmore, A. & O’Connell, L. M. (2008). Predictive validity of the DIAL-3 to early literacy skills: Phonemic awareness
and alphabetic principle.

Fugate, M. & O’Connell, L. M., & Tremaine, E. (2008). Letter names and letter sounds as an indicator of alphabetic
principle.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008). Evaluating K-3 reading programs: Application in a rural, high-needs district.

O’Connell, L. M., Atlas, J., & Sanders, A. (2008). Perceptions of school staff regarding sexual minority youth.

Presentations of Research

O’Connell, L. M. & Fugate, M. (2008, March). Traps, triumphs, and tiers: Lessons from RTI implementation in
five rural schools. Paper presentation at the 28" Annual Convention of the American Council on Rural
Special Education, Charleston, WV.

Fugate, M., & O’Connell, L. M. (2006, March). The roots of response to intervention: How to meet the needs of
all students in rural schools. Paper presentation at the 26" Annual Convention of the American Council
on Rural Special Education, Lexington, KY.

O’Connell, L. M., & Fugate, M. (2004, March). Building collaborative processes in rural schools. Paper
presentation at the 24” Annual Convention of the American Council on Rural Special Education, Orlando, FL.

O’Conpell, L. M. (2003, November). A gualitative collaborative action model for school change: An approach
to program evaluation. Paper presented at the 32™ Annual Conference of the New York Association of School
Psychologists, Albany, NY.

O’Conrell, L. M., Guiney, K. M., Taylor, S. R., Fugate, M., & Faherty, E. (2001, August). Introduction of
collaborative processes in the rural school system. Poster presentation at the 109th Annual Convention of the
American Psychological Association, San Francisco, CA.

O’Connell, L. M., Guiney, K. M., Taylor, S. R., Young, H., Fugate, M., Faherty, E., and Keith, T. Z. (2001, March).
Impiementing collaborative processes in rural schools: Successes and stresses. Poster presentation at the 33™
Annual Convention of the National Association of School Psychologists, Washington, DC.

O’Connell, L. (1999, November). The relationship between phonological processing and reading: An intervention for
children with a language-learning impairment. Paper presented at the 28th Annua! Convention of the New York
Association of School Psychologists, Bolton Landing, NY.

Presentations to Schools, Professional Groups, & Agencies

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, April). Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills: Administration and scoring.
Professional development training presented to Sullivan West Central School, Jeffersonville, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, May). NYSED individual evaluation procedures: What are they and how can they
help your child? Presentation to the Advocacy Center’s Lay Advocate training participants, Olean, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, May). Data-based decision-making with DIBELS, ERDA-2. & CTOPP. Professional
development training for intervention teachers at the Addison Central School District, Addison, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, May). Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills: Administration and scoring.
Professional development training presented to Sullivan West Central School, Jeffersonville, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, Yanuary). Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills: Administration and
scoring. Professional development training presented to Allegany-Limestone Central School, Allegany, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2008, January). Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills: Administration and
scoring. Professional development training presented to Arkport Central School, Arkport, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, October). Response to intervention: How to meet the educational needs of all students.
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Presentation to the Greater Southern Tier BOCES: CSE Chairperson Advisory Council Meeting.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, October). Improving reading outcomes in children PK 1o third. Presentation to Homell
City School District Professional Staff.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, April). NYSED individual evaluation procedures: What are they and how can they
help your child? Presentation to the Advocacy Center’s Lay Advocate training participants, Mt. Morris, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, March). Overview of the DIBELS: The whats, whens, hows, and whos of improving
instruction. Professional development training for the elementary staff at the Queensbury Union Free School
District.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, February). Core, supplemental, and intervention materials for teaching the Big 5.
Professional development training for PK-2 teaching staff of Newfield Central School District, Newfield, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2006, January). Big 5 reading components. Professional development training for PK-2
teaching staff of Newfield Central School District, Newfield, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2005, October). DIBELS: Interpreting and using data to drive instruction. Professional
development training for the Tompkins, Seneca, & Tioga (TST) Board of Cooperative Educational Services
(BOCES). Presentation to South Seneca, Newfield, & Trumansburg Elementary School Personnel, So. Seneca, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (20035, September). Adolescent mental health issues: Treatment strategies and prevention
programs. Presentation to the School-Nurse-Teachers of Clinton County, Plattsburgh, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2005, September). Introduction to DIBELS: Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills:
Administration and scoring rules. Professional development training for the Mt. Vemon School personnel involved
in the Pearson Education Research Study, Mt. Vernon, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2005, September). Unlocking the numbers: Interpretation of the DIBELS scores. Professional
development training for Tompkins, Seneca, & Tioga (TST) Board of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES);
Presentation to the South Seneca, Newfield, and Trumansburg K-2 Teaching Staff, South Seneca, NY.

O’Connetll, L. M. (2004, September). DIBELS Proficiencies. Professional development trammg for Addison
Central School first grade teachers, Addison, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2004, April). Dyramic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills: Administration and scoring.
Professional development training presented to Addison Central School Teaching Assistants, Addison, NY.

O’Connell, L. M. (2004, January). Reading development and reading interventions. Professional development
traiming presented to Addison Central School Instructional Support Team members, Addison, NY.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES - CONSULTANTSHIPS
e Addison Central School, Addison, NY. Consultant for implementation of NYSED State Reading for Results &
Reading First grants; Reading Curriculum and Instruction

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS:
QO American Psychological Association - Division 16
O National Association of School Psychologists
QO NY Association of School Psychologists

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS:

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills, Nationally Certified Trainer, 11/05

Equine Assisted Growth & Learning Association, Level 1 Trainer, 10/05

Lay Advocacy Certification, Advocacy Center for Children and Families with Disabilities, 5/05

PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS:
New York State Department of Education Licensed Psychologist

#015878-1, 4/04

New York State Department of Education Provisional Certification of Qualification in School Psychology
#127609836, 9/02

New York State Department of Education Provisional Certification of Qualification in Elementary Education N-6
#127609836, 5/98
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Offering 30+ years of Achievermnent in Developing Productive Student-
Focused Environments to Maximize Learning Experiences

Dedicated, resourceful education professional with proven ability to:

Create and monitor policies and practices that promote a safe and literate
iearning environment

Ensure a culture that encourages continuous improvements for teachers
and students

Develop an environment that encourages open communications with
colleagues, students, and the community

Mentor educators in the creation and implementation of class instruction,
lesson plans, and student assessment in conjunction with state learning
regulations

Detailed educational knowledge and core skills include:

Student-Centered Instruction

Program Development

Parental and Community Invoivement
Attendance and Grade Reports
Individual Education Plans

Curriculum Development and Implementation
Training and Development

Budgeting and Forecasting
Team-Building

Educational Administration

Classroom Management

Instructional Programming

Grant Development and Implementation

EDUCATION

PR/Award # S35980380045

Supervisory | Certificate Program, Mansfield University, Mansfield, PA

Master of Education in Special Education, Mansfield University, Mansfield,
PA

Bachelor of Science in Elementary and Special Education, Northern
lilinois University, DeKalb, IL, awarded Summa Cum Laude

el



CREDENTIALS

New York State Certification — SAS/SDA

Pennsylvania Certification — Supervisory I/Special Education K-
12/Elementary Education

linois Certification — Special Education K-12/Elementary Education

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

leading EDGEucation consultancy, Eimira, NY (2005-Present)
Consuitant

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (2005-Present)

1 Per Diem Consultant

Eimira City School District, Elmira, NY (1993-2005)
Director of Instruction, Program Supervisor, Elementary Assistant
Principal

Northern Tioga School District, Elkland, PA (1978-1993)
Supervisor of Special Education, Teacher (EMR/LD 7-12)

Greater Lafayette Area Special Services, L.afayette, IN (1976-1978)
Teacher (LD 1-5)

Leland Community Unit District #1, Leland, IL (1974-1976)
Teacher (LD/EH K-8)

RECOGNITION

BLAST Intermediate Unit #17 Wellsboro, PA (19838-90) -
Annie Sullivan Award

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT (Highlights)

4MAT (Nationally Certified Trainer) — About Learning
New York State Reading Academy — Voyager
Control Theory/Reality Therapy - BOCES
Dimensions of Learning — ASCD

Cooperative Learning — BOCES
‘Co-Teaching - ASCD

Action Research - NSDC

Differentiated Instruction - ASCD

Shaping Positive School Cultures - NSDC
Reading Styles - CARBO

Bully Proofing — Creating Caring Communities
Multi-Age Classrooms - SDE

Curriculum Mapping - ASCD

PR/Award # S3598080045 e



Framework Observation - PATHWISE

7 Habits of Highly Effective People - BOCES

A Framework for Understanding Poverty — AHA Process
Reading in the Content Area - McREL

PRESENTATIONS (Highlights)

Local
e Essential Elements of Literacy — ECSD Staff Development
» Bully Proofing — ECSD Parent Training

» Reading the Walls: Making the Most of Word Walls — ECSD Staff
Development

e (Classroom Walk-Through — ECSD Staff Development

Regional
e Action Research — BOCES Staff Development

State:
e |guanas and Others: We're All in This Together — NYS Multi-Age
‘Conference
» BAM! Kicking Literacy Up a Notch for Preschool Learners — NYSAEYC
Conference

e From Drama to Dromedary: Enhancing Oral Language Through Guided
Play — NYSAEYC Conference; RAEYC Conference

e« Bright ideas: Bringing Thinking to Light — NYSAEYC Conference

National
o Setting the P.A.C.E. for Change: A Building-Wide Approach to Systemic
Restructuring — NASBE Conference

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

e Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development
o National Staff Development Council
e New York State Association for the Education of Young Children

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

e Junior League of Greater Elmira-Corning

REFERENCES

e Available upon request
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Addison, New York 14801
607-355-2261
607-359-4507

Fune 6, 2008

Betsy Stiker, Superintendent

Addison Central School District -

‘One Colwell Street 1
Addison, NY 14801 o

Dear Mrs. Stiker:

mmmmcmuﬂsmmmmmmsmmpmmlmmmmamemm -
Director for the BLAST (Building Literacy Awareness, Skills and Training) Off Program, which will establish
lewadmglmnngtasmﬂ:eTmomElmﬁchhmldeaﬂeyEmmScth | -

ThemplementauonnofanEarlyReaémanstprommmllgreaﬂybeneﬁtpreschoolstudmtsatt‘mAddlsm
Central School District. Mmyofthed:smctschﬂdrenmmeﬁemfamheswheremdmgmnotmphamMm -
the home. As a result, many enter preschool with severe expressive and receptive langtiage delays. ‘The Early
- Reading First Program will expand our current program to include three-year oids, providing children with two
years of literacy education before entering kindergarten. The expanded school year will also héip enhance the
lﬂeracysh]lsl&ameddmngﬂaemmhelpmgchﬂdrmmeedacadmﬂy Additionally, teachers-and
children will benefit greatly from extensive, research-based professional development available to preschool
educators. Finally, we will be expanding our ongoing relationship with Head Start by implementing the Pre-K.
MQMMMWmﬂofmmmmmmngomwﬂmmm .
.mremschmlchﬂdrentoenwrhndergartenreadymread. |

| MEMEMOfmeMM'Mgththﬁﬁdm&mdewhowom&ﬂymm

. preschool children for kindergarten. Under their leadership, the pre-kindergarten classrooms have become
inviting, stimulating, literacy-rich environments designed to build young children’s early literacy and language

~ development. The Early Reading First Program is an exciting opportunity to take what we already do well and
movelttoexcellme IammﬂmMcaﬂymmmﬁedtothmupthymmwdeoureaﬂylmmtha
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Jun 02 08 04:41p Kathy OGreene 607-358-2053

Jennie Mose Family Resource Center

ﬂr 7 Koren Sweeney
| Parent Center Director

7/ Cleveland Drive
Addison, NY 14801

507 . 359-383C or 607-35G-2261
HQ7-359- 5507 O
ksweaneyPoddisonamrmiaais Cnl . o ; -}

'yOZOGS

Dear Mrs. Stiker,

The Jennie Mose Family Resource Center has been an integral part of the Addison
Central School for the past 19 years. Our mission has always been to provide support,
information and education to the families in and around the Addison Central School.

We have been fortunate to have the school’s support through Title I funding, United Way
and New York State Office of Children and Family Services along with occasional
special interest grants that we have pursued over the years.

The physical layout of the center 1s much like what you would find in an early childhood
classroom ziong with adult sitting and an infant sleeping and play area. We have a
dramatic play area, blocks, train set, exploraion/hands on/manipulative tables, along with
gross motor toys. As children are playing in a safe informal environment, parents have
an opportunity to network with other parents and discuss childrearing practices with the
stafft We offer parenting classes/series and support groups, throughout the school year,
We continue drop-in hours throughout the vear, including summer and school breaks.

This past year we implemented an Adult Learning Center with our local BOCES
providing the instruction. It has been a wonderful opportunity for our community
members 1o work towards their GED and better prepare them for entry level colleges
COurses.

We are continually seeking new and innovative programs that wll help parents better
equip their children to become successful students. We are a member of the Family
Enrichment Collaborative which is comprised of three other family resource centers
located in Steuben County, We are getting ready to launch a county wide marketing
plan; Just A_S.K. (Advice, Support, Knowledge). Educated parents create educated
children which results in 2 healthier community. Our by line: the Jennie Mose Family
Resource Center is “where building strong families is what it’s all about™.

We welcome the opportunity to implement Early Reading First initiatives whenever,
wherever possible throughout the Addison Central School District.

Director, Jennie Mose Family Resmce Center

PR/Award # 535551030045 el



June 3, 2008

Betsy Stiker, Superintendent
Addison Central School District
One Colwell Street

Addison, NY 14801

Dear Mrs. Stiker:

As preschool educators, we are strongly commuitted to preparing all children for success in
kindergarten and beyond. Many of our students come from low income families and enter
preschool with severe expressive and receptive language delays. Additionally, many of these
children come from families where reading is not emphasized in the home. Research shows that
children who are exposed to reading at an early age learn more quickly, score higher in reading
and math assessments, and are more likely to enjoy reading and learning as adults.

The implementation of an Early Reading First program will greatly benefit preschool students at
the Addison Central School District. While we currently have a strong preschool curriculum, an
Early Reading First program will strengthen our efforts in early literacy by providing additional
full-day instruction for our three- and four-year old students, We are strongly committed to
supporting the following Early Reading First program components:

 Implementation of a scientifically-based reading program with an emphasis on oral language
development, phonological awareness, aiphabet knowledge and awareness of print
conventions;

» Addressing the developmental needs of our students;

- Administering screening assessments to identify at-risk students and develop strategies to
address student needs; and

» Participating in professional development opportunities in early literacy.

Reading is a critical skill in today’s society, and key to a child’s academic success. A highly-
qualified, research-based, preschool level early literacy program is critical to laying these
foundations. An Early Reading First grant will provide the resources necessary to advance the
educational development of our students and start them on the path to becoming life long

leamners.
b)(6
Beth Anderson Wilda Carperfler Missy Proudfoot
Tuscarora Pre-K Teacher Tuscarora Pre-K Teacher’s Assistant Tuscarora Special Education

j re-K Teacher

o~

(b)(6) (b)(6)
Anna Mae Gardner (Nancy;é th

Valley Pre-K Teacher Valley Pre-K er’s Assistant
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t Steuben Office Building
117 E. Steuben Street Bath, New York 14810-1600

o Phone: 607-776-2125 or 1-800-553-2033
Fax: 807-776-2723
n E-mail: proaction@proactionine.com_ Web: http:/’aww.proactionine.com

of Steuben and Yates, Inc.

Betsy Stiker, Superintendent
Addison Central School District
1 Colwell Street

Addison, NY 14801

Dear Ms. Stiker,

This letter 1s written to express Pro Action Head Start - Universal Pre-
kindergarten Program’s support of the district’s application for Early Reading
First funds. The Head Start program has served three and four year old
children from the Addison area in a collaborative partnership with the school
district for 15 years. Beginning in the 2000-01 school year, the school district
has contracted with Pro Action Head Start to provide Universal Pre-
kindergarten (UPK) services. The UPK partnership helps delineate
expectations that the school district has for preschool programs operating in the
district. These many years of collaborative experiences ensure that the
Addison School District and Pro Action Head Start are in a position of being
able to quickly and promptly implement the Early Reading First program.

In support of the Early Reading First Program, Pro Action will
. Continue to work with the district to implement curriculum
(such as the Open Court Reading Program) which supports the
needs of preschool children.
Yates | | . Meet Early Reading First program requirements.
cou“ty » Continue to meet all Head Start Performance Standards.
417 Liberty St . Ensure that teachers receive support from management staff
Pean Yen. NY relative to the implementation of the Early Reading First
m program, including opportunities io participate in district-
sponsored staff development.
Energy Services . Ensure that the Head Start program’s Education Manager will
mm monitor classroom activities to ensure language and literature
Universal Pre-K rich environments.
Offie for the Agkng . Ensure tt}e ready avatlability of materials and supplies used to
support literacy and language development.
Suiclde Hat Line . Take advantage of Pro Action Head Start’s previous experience
Youth Services * | with the ELLCO Toolkit and offer applicable training to staff.
* Uniled Way Meipz Here

Pro Action’s Mission: 7o promote the creation of quality family life, self-sufficiency, and the ability to thrive for all people in our community.

PR/Award # S359B080045 el




. Utilize the program’s experience providing a variety of parent
involvement activities and work with the district to develop and
provide parent activities which support the parents’ ability to
enhance their children’s literacy and language development.

. Participate in the required Early Reading First federal
performance measures utilizing assessment tools as outlined in
the Grant Application.

Pro Action Head Start has set a program-wide goal of improving child
outcomes in the area of literacy. Program documentation demonstrates that
children from lower income families typically enter the program with lower
literacy/langnage skills than their peers from higher income households. The
receipt of the Early Reading First Grant in the Addison School District will

help offset this disadvantage.
Thank vou for your consideration.

Sincerely,

ey

Head Start / Early Head Start / UPK Diarector

PR/Award # S358B080045 el
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTRENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK / ALBANY, NY 12234

= w GRANTS FINANCE
#2/ Room 510W, Education Building

2 Tel (518) 4744815

Fax (518) 486-4889

E-mail: GRANTSWEB@MAIL.NYSED.GOV MAY 2008
RECEIVED
570101040000 JUN = 6 2008
Addison Csd
1 Colwell St

Addison, NY 14801-1398

verintendent’s Office

Dear Chief Administrative Officer:

The State Education Department has calculated indirect cost rates for the 2008-2009 program year in
accordance with the regulations found in United States Education Department General Administrative
Regulations (EDGAR) 34 CFR parts 75.560-75.564 and 76.560-76.569 and United States Department of
Education guidance. |

Federal regulations require the use of restricted indirect cost rates for grant programs that prohibit
supplanting. The rates for your agency are as follows:

RESTRICTED RATE: 2.5% UNRESTRICTED RATE: 12.0%

Consistent with Department policy, the restricted rates will be used for all categorical grant programs
allowing indirect costs. Program specific requirements may further limit indirect cost recovery. The
unrestricted rate is used for school food service programs and certain direct funded Federal programs.

- These rates are established for a ome-year period for 2008-2009. Using the data submitted by your
agency on its ST-3 Annual Financial Report for Fiscal Year Ending June 30. 2007, the new rates were

calculated according to the methodology approved by ;he US Department of Education — Indirect Cost Group.

Costs considered to be indirect for purposes of calculating your restricted rate are limited fo the
following ST-3 account codes:

« Al1310 Business Administrator + Al621 Pro rata share of Maintenance of *Plant
™ & A1325 Treasurer e AI320 Auditing

+ AM20 Legal « Al1345 Purchasing

e Al460 Records Management » Al1430 Personnel )

- Al670 Central Printing and Mailing . A1660 Central Storeroom

« Alo620 Pro rata share of Operation of Plant « Al680 Central Data Processing

« AS530 Pro rata share of Garage Building

The maximum dollar amount of indirect costs allowable under a grant can be determined by multiplying
the restricted indirect cost rate by the modified total direct cost base (MTDC) of the grantt MTDC is

computed as total direct costs less equipment, alterations and renovations, the portion of each subcontract
exceeding $25,000 and any flow through funds.

(OVER)
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Types of costs that are not treated as indirect in calculating your rate may be allowable direct charges in
grant programs, subject to the approval of New York State Education Department program managers. To be
approvable, such costs must be: .

»  Allowable per program specific regulation and policy
" >, Reasonable and necessary
T3 Allecable, Gf tee§ must maintain documentation or methodologies that demonstrate that
_tI_Je‘cost'.::. were incurfed for grant purposes. '

1 e b w b %1 gy gk -

: > Supplementary. " Costs are considered to supplement and not supplant local effort, if such
{  costs would not be mcurred in the absence of the grant funds.

pi

+ P gl vl b

» !

If you have any questions regarding the use of your indirect cost rates, please contact Grints Finance.

Sincerely,

Margdrgt Zollo
istant Director of

Financial Administration

PR/Award # S3598080045 e



No 1t 18 not.

Shelley Wahrlich

Contracts Manager

NYS Office of Homeland Security

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
-----Original Message--——-

From: Diane Habeck <DHABECK @ gstboces.org>
To: Shelley Wahrlich

Sent: Thu Jan 31 15:22:45 2008
Subject: Grant Application Review

Dear Ms. Wahrlich - Is a grant application for federa! funding opportunity CFDA #84.359A, Early Reading
First, subject to state review under Executive Order 123727 If so please provide details as to the process of
facilitating compliance with the order.

Thank you for your timne and attention to this matter.
Diane Habeck

Education Grant Specialist
GST BOCES
(607) 735-3370

dhabeck @ gstboces.org

Effective 9/4/07 the Grant Services Office will be relocated to Room 210 at Booth School. The address will
be 414 Davis St., Elmira, NY 14901. Our new phone number will be (607) 735-3370.

This message has been sent over the NYSOHS email system.
The contents of this message should be considered private and confidential.

PR/Award # S3588080045 el



Budget Narrative

Budget Narrative

Aftachment 1.
Tite: Pages: Uploaded File: 7715-Mandatory_AddisonBudgetNarrative.doc
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