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IF DREAMS COME TRUE

MATERIALS NEEDED: computer with Internet access, printer, and speakers; copies of Ella Fitzgerald’s biography (1 copy per
pair); copies of Ella’s Match Game activity page; yarn or tape; construction paper; notebook paper and pencils; video camera;

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman (ISBN 0803710402).

Volunteers share with the class.

Today we’re going to start learning about a popular American musician, Ella Fitzgerald. Ella always

dreamed she would become famous one day. Because of her patience, persistence, and positive attitude she

BEFORE made her dream come true. In fact, Ella became so famous that the United States Postal Service created
WE a stamp to honor her, the 30th in a series of Black Heritage stamps. We're going to start our mini-unit by

BEGIN reading a story about another little girl who also dreamed big.

READ Amazing Grace. This is the story of a little girl who loves to act out stories. Although

her friends tell her it’s impossible for her to play the part of Peter Pan in the school play, her

grandmother and mother encourage her to believe in herself.

DISCUSS: What is something you've accomplished that you never thought you could? Who

helped you to believe in yourself? Give students time to think before sharing with a partner.

ALL ABOUT ELLA

1 Student pairs read sections of Ella’s biography, one section
per sitting. Fold lined notebook paper in half lengthwise.
Entitle the two columns “noteworthy facts” and “reactions”.
As they read, students take turns writing facts about Ella’s
life in the left column and their personal reactions in
the right column. After each section, have a whole-class
grand conversation using the journal entries as discussion
starters.

2 Create amusical staff using yarn or tape across a wide span
of classroom wall. Create musical notes out of construction
paper. Students write note-worthy facts about Ella’s life
on the note-shapes. Use quarter notes and eighth notes
for short-term events; use half and whole notes for events
spanning longer periods of time. Create a musical timeline
of Ella’s life.

3 Use the Internet to conduct research about
Ella’s career and additional notes to the
class musical timeline. Visit these sites:
hittp://www.ella-fitzgerald.com/ (official
website)
hitp://www.imdb.com/mame/nm0280228/
photogallery (pictures)
www.ellafitzgerald.com/about/music.html
(list of all recordings)
hittp://museum.media.org/ella/misc/listen.
html (audio clips, interviews)
hittp://museum.media.org/ella/misc/listen.
html (timeline)

4 Gotowww.pbs.org/newshour/bb/remember/ella_fitzgerald.

html. Have student volunteers enact the scripted interview
with Mel Torme. Using their newfound knowledge, have
student groups create their own mock interviews of Ella.
Videotape their efforts.

ALL ABOUT ME
1 What is your biggest dream? What will you need to do to

make your dream come true? Give students time to think
before sharing with partners. Volunteers share with the
class.

Students create individual musical timelines depicting
their journeys towards achieving their dreams. These will
include real and imagined events. Encourage students
to create actual melodic phrases if possible! Share with

small groups. Post in the room.

ELLA’'S MATCH GAME

1 Access this site: www.smithsonianjazz.
org/class/fitzgerald/ef_match.asp.

2 The Smithsonian Museum has created
a match game. Give students copies
of the activity page. Students match
photographs of Ella Fitzgerald with
written descriptions and audio clips.
This activity may be done as a small
group activity or as a learning center.

SOME NOTES oN NOTES TREBLE CLEF
Here is an example of a musical timeline. Encourage whole note (E)
students to to use bass or treble cleffs and an assort- half note (C)
ment of notes. Noteworthy facts should be written on quarter note (A)

the round portion of each note. eighth note (F)

before
we
begin

Ella Fitzgerald was an
amazing artist who shared
her love for music verbally,
visually, and musically.
Whenever you're feeling
especially emotional, how do
you express your feelings?
Invite student input. The
next few days we’re going
to explore Ella’s music using
words, art, and movement.

I’'M MaKING
BeLieve

MATERIALS NEEDED: computer with internet access and speakers; Ella
Fitzgerald songs (CDs; aloums; Internet http.//www.youtube.com/results ?search_
query=ella+fitzgerald); scarves or long pieces of cloth; paper and pencils; various
art supplies; newspapers; paint shirts; Dream Variation in The Dream Keeper and
Other poems by Langston Hughes (ISBN 059062396) or http.//www.poetseers.
org/contemporary_poets/modern_poets/langston_hughes_poems/dream_
variation/view.

MusicaL LyRics

1

Access this site: www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/fitzgerald/ef_class_1.asp. The
Smithsonian Museum has created a series of activities (with video clips) entitled
Ella’s Singing Class. In activity one, students make up new words to a nursery
rhyme. For activity two, they replace the words from a nursery rhyme with
nonsense syllables (scat). These activities would work well for a guided class
activity or as a learning center.

Students work in small groups to change the words of a popular, modern-day
song to nonsense syllables. Practice then perform their efforts.

Celebrate the lyrics of Ella’s songs and songbooks by going to this site:
http://www.thepeaches.com/music/ella/. OPTION ONE: Students select their
favorite lyrics. They create and share a miniature sketch-to-stretch (abstract
artwork depicting the theme of the lyrics) and a narrative describing the feelings
and memories the lyrics evoke. OPTION TWO: Students select phrases from
multiple songs to create “found poems.” Display students’ efforts.

mMusicaL PORTRAITS

1

Access this site: www.smithsonianjazz.org/class/fitzgerald/ef_class_1.asp.
The Smithsonian Museum has created a series of activities (with video clips)
entitled Ella’s Singing Class. In activity three, trumpeter Roy Eldridge and Ella
take turns performing musical phrases. Students trace the melodic curves of
their performances for a side-by-side comparison. For activity four, students
guess which instrument Ella is replicating. These would work well as guided
class activities.

Create visual depictions of Ella’s music. Cover students’ desks with newspapers;
cover their bodies with paint shirts. Provide students with multiple pieces of
small paper and their choice of art materials: watercolors, tempera, acrylic
paint, markers, pastellos, or colored chalk. Play a selection of Ella Fitzgerald’s
songs. Encourage students to create abstract designs that reflect the mood
and movement of the songs—one song per page. Create an art exhibit of
students’ favorite artworks.

mMusicaL MOVEMEeNTS

1

Read Langston Hughes’ poem Dream Variation. Invite volunteers to act out the
motions of the poem.

To see how Ella moved while she was singing, view the video clips found at
http.//www.youtube.com/results ?search_query=ella+fitzgerald.

Play assorted Ella Fitzgerald songs. Distribute scarves or cloth. Students create
their own physical movements in response to the melodies and rhythms. These
will be done spontaneously and simultaneously, not performed per se.

Have student teams select one Ella Fitzgerald song. Students create a set of
dancercizes that can be done while listening to the music. Share with their
classmates.

IS YE
TO COME

MATERIALS NEEDED: assorted Ella Fitzgerald music; computer with speakers; CD player; student-provided (teacher-screened)

modern CDs; lined notebook paper; pencils; various art supplies; whiteboard and markers.

B EFO R E Ella Fitzgerald’s career began when she won Amateur Night at the Apollo Theatre. Many modern artists

have begun their careers by winning competitions. How many of you have seen So You Think You Can

WE Dance, American Idol, or Nashville Star? How do the judges and audience members decide which
BEG| N performer is the best? In the next few days, we are going to create our own Amateur Hour program!

AMATEUR HOUR

1 Students may perform individually or in

small groups.

2 Students decide whether they want to

sing and/or dance to Ella Fitzgerald or
modern music. The teacher screens
their musical selections to be sure they
are appropriate.

3 Cooperatively determine the length

and schedule of the performances.
Decide if students want to perform for
the joy of the experience or if they want
to compete in a contest. As a group,
establish performance criteria.

4 Give students plenty of time to practice.

Perform for the class. If desired, perform for parents or other
classrooms.

CELEBRATE ELLA

1 Ella Fitzgerald’s songbooks, or collections of other

composers’ works, were extremely popular. Have student
teams create a songbook of their favorite Fitzgerald songs.
Which songs would they include? Why? Create an album
cover. Student teams produce infomercials to “sell” their
albums to classmate consumers.

2 The ABCs of EF: List the letters of the
alphabet down the left side of a piece
of lined notebook paper. Students
work independently or in pairs to write
a word or phrase beginning with each
letter. All entries must have something
to do with Ella’s life. Who can use the
most letters?

3 Play “Scat that Song”. Student teams
select Fitzgerald songs that classmates
have become familiar with through unit
activities. They create a clue related
to the title of the song and prepare to
“scat” (sing nonsense syllables) up to
four song phrases. Teams rotate turns

between being contestants and emcees. Emcees begin by
giving the clue. Contestants predict how many scat phrases
they will need to hear in order to name that song (0-4). Emcees
sing the designated number of phrases (0-4). Contestants who
guess correctly are awarded points as follows. Teams with the
most points win.

SCORING

0 phrases = 5 points
1 phrase = 4 points
2 phrases = 3 points

3 phrases = 2 points
4 phrases = 1 point
Incorrect guess = 0 points
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