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Engaging Parents in Education: Lessons From Five Parental 

Information and Resources Centers highlights five Parental Informa-

tion and Resource Centers (PIRCs) and how they have collaborated 

with other partners to enhance parental involvement in education. 

This guide describes the promising practices and strategies each of 

these organizations has implemented to maximize parental involve-

ment in schools. PIRCs, which are funded through a competitive grant 

program, are responsible for assisting state and local education agen-

cies in implementing the parental involvement provisions of the No 

Child Left Behind Act, as well as for providing information, support, 

training, and technical assistance to the education community on child 

development and what children need to succeed in school. School 

and district administrators and educators will find this guide helpful 

as they seek to expand efforts to effectively involve parents in their 

children’s education and in the improvement of their local schools.

This book is one of a series of innovation guides produced by the  

U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Innovation and Improve-

ment. All books in this series are available as free downloads at  

http://www.ed.gov/about/pubs/intro/innovations.html. 

Featured Parental Information and Resource 
Centers (PIRCs)

Academic Development Institute, PIRC

Lincoln, Illinois

The Family Works, a program of the Family 

Services Agency

Gaithersburg, Maryland

Indiana Center for Family, School, and 

Community Partnerships

Indianapolis, Indiana

Intercultural Development Research  

Association, PIRC

San Antonio, Texas	

The Utah Family Center, now operating as 

Utah Family Partnership Network

Salt Lake City, Utah
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in the “Publications ID” search box at www.edpubs.org, or simply enter this publication’s name in the 

EDPubs “Keyword/Title” search box.

The Office of Innovation and Improvement is the entrepreneurial arm of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education, making strategic investments in innovative educational practices 
through two dozen discretionary grant programs and coordinating the supplemental 
educational services provisions of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act as 
amended by No Child Left Behind. For more information about OII’s grants, services, 
and publications, go to http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii/index.html.


