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TEACHER CONVICTED IN SCHEME TO FRAUDULENTLY RECEIVE SOCIAL
SECURITY, MEDICAID AND HOUSING BENEFITS

Fraudulently Received Over $180,000 in Federal Benefits

Baltimore, Maryland - A federal jury convicted Beverly J. Beard, age 53, of Middle
River, Maryland, for social security fraud and false statements in connection with a scheme by
which Beard received over $180,000 in supplemental security income (SSI), Medicaid and
federal housing benefits while working full time as a teacher, announced United States Attorney
for the District of Maryland  Rod J. Rosenstein.  

According to trial testimony, in 1969 and 1970, Beard obtained two separate social
security numbers.   In March 1993,  the Social Security Administration (SSA) found Beard
eligible for SSI payments based on her claim that she was disabled due to varicose veins in her
leg. The disability payments were retroactive to the date of her application in May, 1991.  Beard
also received Medicaid benefits beginning in 1998 as a result of her eligibility as a SSI recipient.
 From 1985 until January, 2007, Beard also received housing assistance through the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)’s Section 8 program. Beard received
these various benefits and payments using one of her social security numbers.

From August 31, 1995 until June 14, 2001, Beard was employed as a full-time teacher
with the Baltimore City Public Schools. From August 23, 2001 until at least June of 2007,  Beard
was employed as a full-time teacher with the Baltimore County Public Schools.  Beard used her
other social security number for her employment and her bank accounts in order to conceal her
income and employment status from SSA, HUD and the Department of Health and Human
Services.  Beard falsely reported to HUD and SSA that she had no employment, wages or bank
accounts in order to receive more than $180,000 in benefits that she otherwise would not have
been entitled to receive. 

Beard faces a maximum sentence of 15 years in prison for making false statements and
five years in prison for social security fraud.  U.S. District Judge Catherine C. Blake scheduled
sentencing for May 29, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.



United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein thanked the Social Security Administration,
Office of Inspector General, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of
Inspector General and the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector
General for their investigative work.  Mr. Rosenstein  commended Assistant United States
Attorneys Kathleen O. Gavin, and Sujit Raman who are prosecuting the case.


