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FOREWORD

This document contains the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to-
gether with forms, as amended to December 1, 2007. The rules and
forms have been promulgated and amended by the United States
Supreme Court pursuant to law, and further amended by Acts of
Congress. This document has been prepared by the Committee in
response to the need for an official up-to-date document contain-
ing the latest amendments to the rules.

For the convenience of the user, where a rule has been amended
a reference to the date the amendment was promulgated and the
date the amendment became effective follows the text of the rule.

The Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure and the Ad-
visory Committee on the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Judi-
cial Conference of the United States, prepared notes explaining
the purpose and intent of the amendments to the rules. The Com-
mittee Notes may be found in the Appendix to Title 28, United
States Code, following the particular rule to which they relate.

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary.
DECEMBER 1, 2007.

(111)






AUTHORITY FOR PROMULGATION OF RULES
TITLE 28, UNITED STATES CODE

§2072. Rules of procedure and evidence; power to prescribe

(a) The Supreme Court shall have the power to prescribe general
rules of practice and procedure and rules of evidence for cases in
the United States district courts (including proceedings before
magistrate judges thereof) and courts of appeals.

(b) Such rules shall not abridge, enlarge or modify any sub-
stantive right. All laws in conflict with such rules shall be of no
further force or effect after such rules have taken effect.

(c) Such rules may define when a ruling of a district court is
final for the purposes of appeal under section 1291 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988; amended Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §§315, 321, Dec.
1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5115, 5117.)

§2073. Rules of procedure and evidence; method of prescribing

(a)(1) The Judicial Conference shall prescribe and publish the
procedures for the consideration of proposed rules under this sec-
tion.

(2) The Judicial Conference may authorize the appointment of
committees to assist the Conference by recommending rules to be
prescribed under sections 2072 and 2075 of this title. Each such
committee shall consist of members of the bench and the profes-
sional bar, and trial and appellate judges.

(b) The Judicial Conference shall authorize the appointment of
a standing committee on rules of practice, procedure, and evi-
dence under subsection (a) of this section. Such standing commit-
tee shall review each recommendation of any other committees so
appointed and recommend to the Judicial Conference rules of
practice, procedure, and evidence and such changes in rules pro-
posed by a committee appointed under subsection (a)(2) of this
section as may be necessary to maintain consistency and other-
wise promote the interest of justice.

(c)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business under this
chapter by any committee appointed under this section shall be
open to the public, except when the committee so meeting, in
open session and with a majority present, determines that it is in
the public interest that all or part of the remainder of the meet-
ing on that day shall be closed to the public, and states the reason
for so closing the meeting. Minutes of each meeting for the trans-
action of business under this chapter shall be maintained by the
committee and made available to the public, except that any por-
tion of such minutes, relating to a closed meeting and made avail-
able to the public, may contain such deletions as may be nec-
essary to avoid frustrating the purposes of closing the meeting.

V)



VI AUTHORITY FOR PROMULGATION OF RULES

(2) Any meeting for the transaction of business under this chap-
ter, by a committee appointed under this section, shall be pre-
ceded by sufficient notice to enable all interested persons to at-
tend.

(d) In making a recommendation under this section or under
section 2072 or 2075, the body making that recommendation shall
provide a proposed rule, an explanatory note on the rule, and a
written report explaining the body’s action, including any minor-
ity or other separate views.

(e) Failure to comply with this section does not invalidate a rule
prescribed under section 2072 or 2075 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4649,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988; amended Pub. L. 103-394, title I, §104(e), Oct. 22,
1994, 108 Stat. 4110.)

§2074. Rules of procedure and evidence; submission to Congress;
effective date

(a) The Supreme Court shall transmit to the Congress not later
than May 1 of the year in which a rule prescribed under section
2072 is to become effective a copy of the proposed rule. Such rule
shall take effect no earlier than December 1 of the year in which
such rule is so transmitted unless otherwise provided by law. The
Supreme Court may fix the extent such rule shall apply to pro-
ceedings then pending, except that the Supreme Court shall not
require the application of such rule to further proceedings then
pending to the extent that, in the opinion of the court in which
such proceedings are pending, the application of such rule in such
proceedings would not be feasible or would work injustice, in
which event the former rule applies.

(b) Any such rule creating, abolishing, or modifying an evi-
dentiary privilege shall have no force or effect unless approved by
Act of Congress.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4649,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988.)



HISTORICAL NOTE

The Supreme Court prescribes rules of civil procedure for the
district courts pursuant to section 2072 of Title 28, United States
Code, as enacted by Title IV ‘‘Rules Enabling Act’” of Pub. L.
100-702 (approved Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648), effective December
1, 1988. Pursuant to section 2074 of Title 28, the Supreme Court
transmits to Congress (not later than May 1 of the year in which
a rule prescribed under section 2072 is to become effective) a copy
of the proposed rule. The rule takes effect no earlier than Decem-
ber 1 of the year in which the rule is transmitted unless otherwise
provided by law.

By act of June 19, 1934, ch. 651, 48 Stat. 1064 (subsequently 28
United States Code, §2072), the Supreme Court was authorized to
prescribe general rules of civil procedure for the district courts.
The rules, and subsequent amendments, were not to take effect
until (1) they had been first reported to Congress by the Attorney
General at the beginning of a regular session and (2) after the
close of that session.

Under a 1949 amendment to 28 U.S.C., §2072, the Chief Justice of
the United States, instead of the Attorney General, reported the
rules to Congress. In 1950, section 2072 was further amended so
that amendments to the rules could be reported to Congress not
later than May 1 each year and become effective 90 days after
being reported. Effective December 1, 1988, section 2072 was re-
pealed and supplanted by new sections 2072 and 2074, see first para-
graph of Historical Note above.

The original rules, pursuant to act of June 19, 1934, were adopted
by order of the Court on December 20, 1937, transmitted to Con-
gress by the Attorney General on January 3, 1938, and became ef-
fective September 16, 1938 (308 U.S. 645; Cong. Rec., vol. 83, pt. 1,
p. 13, Exec. Comm. 905; H. Doc. 460 and H. Doc. 588, 75th Cong.)

Rule 81(a)(6) was abrogated by order of the Court on December
28, 1939, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney General on Jan-
uary 3, 1940, effective April 3, 1941 (308 U.S. 642; Cong. Rec., vol. 86,
pt. 1, p. 14, Exec. Comm. 1152).

Further amendments were adopted by the Court by order dated
December 27, 1946, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney Gen-
eral on January 3, 1947, and became effective March 19, 1948 (329
U.S. 839; Cong. Rec., vol. 93, pt. 1, p. 41, Exec. Comm. 32; H. Doc.
46 and H. Doc. 473, 80th Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 6,
7, 12, 13, 14, 17, 24, 26, 27, 28, 33, 34, 36, 41, 45, 52, 54, 56, 58, 59, 60,
62, 65, 66, 68, 73, 75, 77, 79, 81, 84, and 86, and Forms 17, 20, 22, and
25.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated December 29, 1948, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney
General on January 3, 1949, and became effective October 20, 1949
(335 U.S. 919; Cong. Rec., vol. 95, pt. 1, p. 94, Exec. Comm. 24; H.
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VIII HISTORICAL NOTE

Doc. 33, 81st Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 1, 17, 22, 24,
25, 27, 37, 45, 57, 60, 62, 65, 66, 67, 69, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 79, 81, 82, and
86, and Forms 1, 19, 22, 23, and 27.

Amendment to Rule 81(a)(7) and new Rule 71A and Forms 28 and
29 were adopted by the Court by order dated April 30, 1951, trans-
mitted to Congress on May 1, 1951, and became effective August 1,
1951 (341 U.S. 959; Cong. Rec., vol. 97, pt. 4, p. 4666, Exec. Comm.
414; H. Doc. 121, 82d Cong.).

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 17, 1961, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on April 18, 1961, and became effective July 19, 1961 (368 U.S. 1009;
Cong. Rec., vol. 107, pt. 5, p. 65624, Exec. Comm. 821). The amend-
ments affected Rules 25, 54, 62, and 86, and Forms 2 and 19.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated January 21, 1963, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice (374 U.S. 861; Cong. Rec., vol. 109, pt. 1, p. 1037, Exec. Comm.
267; H. Doc. 48, 88th Cong.), and became effective July 1, 1963, by
order of the Court dated March 18, 1963 (374 U.S. 861; Cong. Rec.,
vol. 109, pt. 4, p. 4639, Exec. Comm. 569; H. Doc. 48, pt. 2, 88th Cong.;
see also H. Doc. 67, 88th Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 4,
5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30, 41, 49, 50, 52, 56, 58, T1A, 77, 79,
81, and 86, and Forms 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 18, 21, 22-A,
and 22-B, and added Forms 30, 31, and 32.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated February 28, 1966, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on the same day (383 U.S. 1029; Cong. Rec., vol. 112, pt. 4, p.
4229, Exec. Comm. 2094; H. Doc. 391, 89th Cong.), and became effec-
tive July 1, 1966. The amendments affected Rules 1, 4, 8, 9, 12, 13,
14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 24, 26, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 53, 59, 65, 68, 73,
74, 75, 81, and 82, and Forms 2 and 15, and added Rules 23.1, 23.2,
44.1, and 65.1, and Supplementary Rules A, B, C, D, E, and F for
certain Admiralty and Maritime claims. The amendments govern
all proceedings in actions brought after they became effective and
also all further proceedings in actions then pending, except to the
extent that in the opinion of the Court an application in a par-
ticular action then pending would not be feasible or would work
injustice, in which event the former procedure applies.

In addition, Rule 6(c) of the Rules of Civil Procedure promul-
gated by the Court on December 20, 1937, effective September 16,
1938; Rule 2 of the Rules for Practice and Procedure under section
25 of an act to amend and consolidate the acts respecting copy-
right, approved March 4, 1909, promulgated by the Court on June
1, 1909, effective July 1, 1909; and the Rules of Practice in Admi-
ralty and Maritime Cases, promulgated by the Court on December
6, 1920, effective March 7, 1921, as revised, amended and supple-
mented, were rescinded, effective July 1, 1966.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated December 4, 1967, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on January 15, 1968 (389 U.S. 1121; Cong. Rec., vol. 114, pt. 1,
p. 113, Exec. Comm. 1361; H. Doc. 204, 90th Cong.), and became ef-
fective July 1, 1968. The amendments affected Rules 6(b), 9(h),
41(a)(1), 77(d), 81(a), and abrogated the chapter heading ‘“‘IX. Ap-
peals’’ and Rules 72-76, and Form 27.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 30, 1970, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
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on the same day (398 U.S. 977; Cong. Rec., vol. 116, pt. 7, p. 9861,
Exec. Comm. 1839; H. Doc. 91-291), and became effective July 1,
1970. The amendments affected Rules 5(a), 9(h), 26, 29 to 37, 45(d),
and 69(a), and Form 24.

On March 1, 1971, the Court adopted additional amendments,
which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (401 U.S. 1017; Cong. Rec., vol. 117, pt. 4, p. 4629, Exec.
Comm. 341; H. Doc. 92-57), and became effective July 1, 1971. The
amendments affected Rules 6(a), 27(a)(4), 30(b)(6), T77(c), and
81(a)(2).

Further amendments were proposed by the Court in its orders
dated November 20 and December 18, 1972, and transmitted to Con-
gress by the Chief Justice on February 5, 1973 (409 U.S. 1132 and 419
U.S. 1133; Cong. Rec., vol. 119, pt. 3, p. 3247, Exec. Comm. 359; H.
Doc. 93-46). Although these amendments were to have become ef-
fective July 1, 1973, Public Law 93-12 (approved March 30, 1973, 87
Stat. 9) provided that the proposed amendments ‘‘shall have no
force or effect except to the extent, and with such amendments,
as they may be expressly approved by Act of Congress.’” Section
3 of Public Law 93-595 (approved January 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1949) ap-
proved the amendments proposed by the Court, to be effective
July 1, 1975. The amendments affected Rules 30(c), 43, and 44.1, and
abrogated Rule 32(c).

On April 29, 1980, the Court adopted additional amendments,
which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (446 U.S. 995; Cong. Rec., vol. 126, pt. 8, p. 9535, Exec.
Comm. 4260; H. Doc. 96-306), and became effective August 1, 1980.
The amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 26, 28, 30, 32, 33, 34, 37, and 45.

Section 205(a) and (b) of Public Law 96-481 (approved October 21,
1980, 94 Stat. 2330) repealed Rule 37(f) and deleted the correspond-
ing item from the Table of Contents, to be effective October 1,
1981.

Amendments to Rule 4 were adopted by the Court by order dated
April 28, 1982, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day (456 U.S. 1013; Cong. Rec., vol. 128, pt. 6, p. 8191, Exec.
Comm. 3822; H. Doc. 97-173), and became effective August 1, 1982.
However, Public Law 97-227 (approved August 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 246)
provided that the amendments to Rule 4 shall take effect on Octo-
ber 1, 1983, unless previously approved, disapproved, or modified by
Act of Congress, and further provided that this Act shall be effec-
tive as of August 1, 1982, but shall not apply to the service of proc-
ess that takes place between August 1, 1982, and the date of enact-
ment of this Act [August 2, 1982]. Section 5 of Public Law 97-462
(approved January 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 25630) provided that the amend-
ments to Rule 4 the effective date of which was delayed by Public
Law 97-227 shall not take effect. Sections 2 to 4 of Public Law
97-462 amended Rule 4(a), (c) to (e), and (g), added Rule 4(j), and
added Form 18-A in the Appendix of Forms, effective 45 days after
enactment of Public Law 97-462 [February 26, 1983].

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 28, 1983, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (461 U.S. 1095; Cong. Rec., vol. 129, pt. 8, p. 10479,
Exec. Comm. 1027; H. Doc. 98-54), and became effective August 1,
1983. The amendments included new Rules 26(g), 53(f), 72 through
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76 and new Official Forms 33 and 34, and amendments to Rules
6(b), 7(b), 11, 16, 26(a), (b), 52(a), 53(a), (b), (c), and 67.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 29, 1985, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (471 U.S. 1153; Cong. Rec., vol. 131, pt. 7, p. 9826,
Exec. Comm. 1156; H. Doc. 99-63), and became effective August 1,
1985. The amendments affected Rules 6(a), 45(d)(2), 52(a), 7T1A(h),
and 83, Official Form 18-A, and Rules B(1), C(3), and E(4)(f) of the
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime Claims.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 2, 1987, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (480 U.S. 953; Cong. Rec., vol. 133, pt. 4, p. 4484,
Exec. Comm. 714; H. Doc. 100-40), and became effective August 1,
1987. The amendments affected Rules 4(b), (d)(1), (e), (i)(1), 5(b), (e),
6(e), 8(a), (b), (e)(2), 9(a), 11, 12(a), (b), (e) to (g), 13(a), (e), (f), 14,
15, 16(f), 17, 18, 19(a), (b), 20(b), 22(1), 23(c)(2), 23.1, 24(a), 25(b), (d),
26(0)(3), (e)(1), (2), (D)D), (g), 27(a)(1), (b), 28(b), 30(b)(1), (2), (4), (6),
(N, (©), (&), (HA), (8), 31(a), (b), 32(a)(4), 34(a), 35(a), (b)), (2), 36,
37(a)(2), (b)(2), (c), (d), (8), 38(c), (d), 41(a)(2), (b), 43(f), 44(a)(1), 44.1,
45(c), (f), 46, 49(a), 50(b), (d), 51, 53(a), (c) to (e)), (3), (5), 54(c),
55(a), (b), (e), 56(a), (b), (e) to (g), 60(b), 62(f), 63, 65(b), 65.1, 68, 69,
71, TIA(A)(2), (3)(ii), (e) to (g), (j), T3(b), 76(0)(2), (¢c)(1), (2), (4), T1(c),
78, and 81(c), and Rules B, C(3), (6), E(2)(b), (4)(b), (c), (5)(c), (9(b),
(c), and F() to (6) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admi-
ralty and Maritime Claims.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 25, 1988, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (485 U.S. 1043; Cong. Rec., vol. 134, pt. 7, p. 9154,
Exec. Comm. 3515; H. Doc. 100-185), and became effective August 1,
1988. The amendments affected Rules 17(a) and 71A(e).

Section 7047(b) of Public Law 100-690 (approved November 18,
1988, 102 Stat. 4401) amended Rule 35. Section 7049 of Public Law
100-690, which directed amendment of Rule 17(a) by striking “‘with
him”’, and section 7050 of Public Law 100-690, which directed
amendment of Rule 71A(e) by striking ‘‘taking of the defendants
property’”’ and inserting ‘‘taking of the defendant’s property’’,
could not be executed because of the intervening amendments to
those Rules by the Court by order dated April 25, 1988, effective
August 1, 1988.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 30, 1991, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (500 U.S. 963; Cong. Rec., vol. 137, pt. 7, p. 9721,
Ex. Comm. 1190; H. Doc. 102-77), and became effective December 1,
1991. The amendments affected Rules 5, 15, 24, 34, 35, 41, 44, 45, 47,
48, 50, 52, 53, 63, 72, and 77, the headings for chapters VIII and IX,
and Rules C and E of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admi-
ralty and Maritime Claims, added new Official Forms 1A and 1B,
and abrogated Form 18-A.

Section 11 of Pub. L. 102-198 (approved December 9, 1991, 105
Stat. 1626) amended Rule 15(c)(3) as transmitted to Congress by
the Supreme Court to become effective on December 1, 1991; pro-
vided that Forms 1A and 1B included in the transmittal shall not
be effective; and provided that Form 18-A, abrogated by the
Supreme Court in the transmittal, effective December 1, 1991,
shall continue in effect on or after that date.
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Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 22, 1993, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (507 U.S. 1089; Cong. Rec., vol. 139, pt. 6, p. 8127,
Exec. Comm. 1102; H. Doc. 103-74), and became effective December
1, 1993. The amendments affected Rules 1, 4, 5, 11, 12, 15, 16, 26, 28,
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 50, b2, 53, b4, 58, T1A, 72, 73, 74, 75, and
76, added new Rule 4.1, affected Forms 2, 33, 34, and 34A, added new
Forms 1A, 1B, and 35, and abrogated Form 18-A.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 27, 1995, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (514 U.S. 1151; Cong. Rec., vol. 141, pt. 8, p. 11745,
Ex. Comm. 804; H. Doc. 104-64), and became effective December 1,
1995. The amendments affected Rules 50, 52, 59, and 83.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 23, 1996, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (517 U.S. 1279; Cong. Rec., vol. 142, pt. 6, p. 8831,
Ex. Comm. 2487; H. Doc. 104-201), and became effective December
1, 1996. The amendments affected Rules 5 and 43.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 11, 1997, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (520 U.S. 1305; Cong. Rec., vol. 143, pt. 4, p. 5550,
Ex. Comm. 2795; H. Doc. 105-67), and became effective December 1,
1997. The amendments affected Rules 9 and 73, abrogated Rules 74,
75, and 76, and affected Forms 33 and 34.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 24, 1998, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (5623 U.S. 1221; H. Doc. 105-266), and became effec-
tive December 1, 1998. The amendments affected Rule 23.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 26, 1999, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (526 U.S. 1183; Cong. Rec., vol. 145, pt. 6, p. 7907,
Ex. Comm. 1787; H. Doc. 106-54), and became effective December 1,
1999. The amendments affected Rule 6 and Form 2.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 17, 2000, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (529 U.S. 1155; Cong. Rec., vol. 146, pt. 5, p. 6328,
Ex. Comm. 7336; H. Doc. 106-228), and became effective December
1, 2000. The amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 12, 14, 26, 30, and 37
and Rules B, C, and E of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Ad-
miralty and Maritime Claims.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 23, 2001, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (632 U.S. 992; Cong. Rec., vol. 147, pt. 5, p. 6126,
Ex. Comm. 1575; H. Doc. 107-61), and became effective December 1,
2001. The amendments affected Rules 5, 6, 65, 77, 81, and 82.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 29, 2002, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (535 U.S. 1147; Cong. Rec., vol. 148, pt. 5, p. 6813,
Ex. Comm. 6623; H. Doc. 107-204), and became effective December
1, 2002. The amendments affected Rules 54, 58, and 81 and Rule C
of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty and Maritime
Claims and added new Rule 7.1.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 27, 2003, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (538 U.S. 1083; Cong. Rec., vol. 149, pt. 6, p. 7689,
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Ex. Comm. 1493; H. Doc. 108-56), and became effective December 1,
2003. The amendments affected Rules 23,561, 53, 54, and 71A and
Forms 19, 31, and 32.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 25, 2005, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (544 U.S. 1173; Cong. Rec., vol. 151, p. H3060, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 1906; H. Doc. 109-23), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2005. The amendments affected Rules 6, 27, and 45, and
Rules B and C of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty
and Maritime Claims.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 12, 2006, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (647 U.S. ——; Cong. Rec., vol. 152, p. H2179, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 7317; H. Doc. 109-105), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2006. The amendments affected Rules 5, 9, 14, 16, 24, 26,
33, 34, 37, 45, 50, and 65.1, added new Rule 5.1, affected Form 35, af-
fected Rules A, C, and E of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty
or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and added new
Rule G to such Supplemental Rules.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 30, 2007, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (650 U.S. ——; Cong. Rec., vol. 153, p. H4208, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 1377; H. Doc. 110-27), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2007. The amendments affected Rules 1 through 86 and
added a new Rule 5.2; Forms 1 through 35 were amended to become
restyled Forms 1 through 82.

Committee Notes

Committee Notes prepared by the Committee on Rules of Prac-
tice and Procedure and the Advisory Committee on the Federal
Rules of Civil Procedure, Judicial Conference of the United
States, explaining the purpose and intent of the amendments are
set out in the Appendix to Title 28, United States Code, following
the particular rule to which they relate. In addition, the rules and
amendments, together with Committee Notes, are set out in the
House documents listed above.
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RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE
FOR THE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURTS!1!
Effective September 16, 1938, as amended to December 1, 2007

TITLE I. SCOPE OF RULES; FORM OF ACTION

Rule 1. Scope and Purpose

These rules govern the procedure in all civil actions and pro-
ceedings in the United States district courts, except as stated in
Rule 81. They should be construed and administered to secure the
just, speedy, and inexpensive determination of every action and
proceeding.

(As amended Dec. 29, 1948, eff. Oct. 20, 1949; Feb. 28, 1966, eff. July
1, 1966; Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007.)

Rule 2. One Form of Action
There is one form of action — the civil action.
(As amended Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007.)

TITLE II. COMMENCING AN ACTION; SERVICE OF PROCESS,
PLEADINGS, MOTIONS, AND ORDERS

Rule 3. Commencing an Action

A civil action is commenced by filing a complaint with the
court.

(As amended Apr. 30, 2007, eff. Dec. 1, 2007.)

Rule 4. Summons

(a) CONTENTS; AMENDMENTS.
(1) Contents. A summons must:

(A) name the court and the parties;

(B) be directed to the defendant;

(C) state the name and address of the plaintiff’s attorney
or — if unrepresented — of the plaintiff;

(D) state the time within which the defendant must ap-
pear and defend;

(E) notify the defendant that a failure to appear and de-
fend will result in a default judgment against the defend-
ant for the relief demanded in the complaint;

(F) be signed by the clerk; and

(G) bear the court’s seal.

(2) Amendments. The court may permit a summons to be
amended.

1Title amended December 29, 1948, effective October 20, 1949.
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Rule 4 FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 2

(b) ISSUANCE. On or after filing the complaint, the plaintiff may
present a summons to the clerk for signature and seal. If the sum-
mons is properly completed, the clerk must sign, seal, and issue
it to the plaintiff for service on the defendant. A summons — or
a copy of a summons that is addressed to multiple defendants —
must be issued for each defendant to be served.

(c) SERVICE.

(1) In General. A summons must be served with a copy of the
complaint. The plaintiff is responsible for having the summons
and complaint served within the time allowed by Rule 4(m)
and must furnish the necessary copies to the person who
makes service.

(2) By Whom. Any person who is at least 18 years old and not
a party may serve a summons and complaint.

(3) By a Marshal or Someone Specially Appointed. At the plain-
tiff’s request, the court may order that service be made by a
United States marshal or deputy marshal or by a person spe-
cially appointed by the court. The court must so order if the
plaintiff is authorized to proceed in forma pauperis under 28
U.S.C. §1915 or as a seaman under 28 U.S.C. §1916.

(d) WAIVING SERVICE.

(1) Requesting a Waiver. An individual, corporation, or asso-
ciation that is subject to service under Rule 4(e), (f), or (h) has
a duty to avoid unnecessary expenses of serving the summons.
The plaintiff may notify such a defendant that an action has
been commenced and request that the defendant waive service
of a summons. The notice and request must:

(A) be in writing and be addressed:

(i) to the individual defendant; or

(ii) for a defendant subject to service under Rule 4(h),
to an officer, a managing or general agent, or any
other agent authorized by appointment or by law to re-
ceive service of process;
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