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Columbia, South Carolina 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking and enforcement.  
 
Demographics 

 Population (2006 American Community Survey): 115,5751 
 Race/Ethnicity (2006 American Community Survey): 51.0% white; 42.0% 

black/African American; 0.2% American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.6% Asian; 0.1% 
Native Hawaiian/other Pacific Islander; 1.3% other; 1.8% two or more races; 4.8% 
Hispanic/Latino origin (of any race)2 

 Columbia is located in Lexington and Richland Counties.3  
 
Politics 

 Mayor: Bob Coble4 
 City Council: E.W. Cromartie, II; Anne Sinclair; Sam Davis; Kirkman Finlay III; 

Tameika Devine; Daniel Rickenmann5 
 City Manager: Charles Austin, Sr.6 
 Chief of Police: T.P. Carter7 

 
Programs 

 LRADAC, The Behavioral Health Center of The Midlands8 
This program offers prevention, intervention and treatment programs to citizens of 
Lexington and Richland Counties 

 
Crime and Drug-Related Crime 

 During 2006, the Columbia Police Department reported 7 homicides. This is down 
from 15 murders reported during 2005.9 

 
Number of Index Offenses Known to Police, Columbia, 2005-2006 
Offense 2005 2006 
Murder 15 7 
Rape 53 56 
Robbery 381 377 
Aggravated assault 870 871 
Breaking and entering 1,328 1,277 
Larceny 5,534 5,152 
Motor vehicle theft 839 663 
Index total 9,020 8,403 
 

 Lexington County authorities reported 1,805 arrests for drug law violations in 2006. 
Richland County law enforcement agencies reported 3,042 drug arrests during 
2006.10 

 There were 171 reported drug-related crimes involving at least one gang member 
reported in Lexington and Richland Counties from January 1, 2006 though April 30, 
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2007. Law enforcement intelligence indicates considerable gang member 
involvement in drug activity and crimes in the area.11 

 
Drugs 

 Heroin12 
Mexican drug-trafficking organizations are the most common sources for heroin in 
the Columbia. 

 Methamphetamine13 
From January through June 2007, methamphetamine prices in Columbia were as 
follows: $80-$120/gram, $900-$1,100/ounce and $12,000-$15,000/pound. Prices for 
crystal methamphetamine during that time period were as follows: $88-$132/gram, 
$1,100-$1,300/ounce and $15,000-$18,000/pound. 

 Club Drugs14 
Ecstasy (MDMA) is readily available in Columbia. 

 
Juveniles 

 Area school resource officers have indicated that children in Lexington and Richland 
Counties lacked positive activities and turned instead toward drugs and crime. A 
number of area principals believe that the availability of drugs in some neighborhoods 
is a problem for their students15 

 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2006, there were 368 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Columbia (328 officers and 40 civilians).16 

 Columbia Police Department: Organized Crime and Narcotics Unit (OCN)17 
OCN is responsible for investigating vice, organized crime, illegal drugs and 
conducting intelligence related to such activities. 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 During the past year, there has been a significant increase in ecstasy distribution 
throughout South Carolina with traffickers based out of Columbia distributing a 
significant portion of the Ecstasy sold.18 

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts19 
As of April 16, 2007, there were 2 drug courts in Columbia that had been in existence 
for at least two years. There were no additional drug courts in existence or being 
planned in Columbia at that time. 

 
Corrections 

 On June 30, 2007, approximately 9.1% of the South Carolina Department of 
Corrections inmate population was from Richland County and 4.2% was from 
Lexington County.20 
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Treatment 
 During FY 2007, there were 3,709 admissions to drug treatment involving Richland 

and Lexington County residents.21 
 
Drug Treatment Admissions, by Race, Lexington and Richland Data, FY 2002-2007 
Year White Black Other 
2002 1,992 1,540 90 
2003 1,938 1,417 102 
2004 1,924 1,406 66 
2005 1,987 1,408 79 
2006 2,017 1,480 53 
2007 2,189 1,437 83 
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8 LRADAC, The Behavioral Health Center of The Midlands Web site: http://www.lradac.org/
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section: http://www.sled.sc.gov/Documents/CrimeReporting/SCCrimeBooks/2006/139-
161%20Crimes%20by%20County.pdf
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17 Columbia Police Department Web site, Organized Crime and Narcotics Unit: 
http://www.columbiapd.com/cpd_042.htm
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This Drug Indicator Profile was prepared by the White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. The Clearinghouse is 
funded by ONDCP and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference 
Service. For further information concerning the contents of this Profile or other drug 
issues, please contact:  
 
 
 
 

ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
 

Web Site: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov
 

Email Form: http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/utilities/contact.html
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