OBD: Benefits for State Inspection

and Maintenance Programs

All 1996 and newer cars and light trucks have a powerful computer that uses second
generation on-board diagnostics (OBDII) technology to manage and monitor the vehicle’s
operation. The computer not only does a good job of making sure the engine runs at peak
efficiency, but it also will alert the consumer of any malfunctioning emissions control
components that require attention.

Many states’ vehicle emissions inspection and maintenance (1/M) programs have already
begun using OBD systems to inspect 1996 and newer vehicles. All mandatory inspection
and maintenance programs will eventually incorporate OBD.

Real world data has shown that the use of OBD for
inspecting vehicle emission control systems offers

many benefits to the consumer, the technician, and the Existing OBD I/M programs
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