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August 22, 2008 
 

Dr. Nancy Thompson 
Science Director 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center 
166 Water Street 
Woods Hole, MA 02543-1026 
 
Dear Nancy,  
 
The Magnuson Stevens Reauthorization Act of 2006 requires that each Council, with the assistance of 
its Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC), develop a five year research plan. At its April 2008 
meeting, the Northeast Regional Coordinating Council tasked both Councils to forward their five-year 
research plans to you by August 2008.  
 
Attached please find the Mid-Atlantic Council's five-year research plan for the period 2009-2014. The 
Council met in June with its SSC to develop this research priority list.  In addition, the SSC met recently 
to develop 2009 ABC recommendations for summer flounder, scup, black sea bass and bluefish. During 
those deliberations, the SSC clearly articulated the need for improved abundance data for scup and black 
sea bass.  The current abundance indices for both species are based on the NEFSC trawl surveys which 
the SSC considered to be inadequate for both species.  As such, the development of adequate indicators 
of stock abundance for both species should be considered of the highest priority.  In addition, the SSC 
noted that basic biological data for most of the species managed by the MAFMC are also in need of 
improvement and should be considered a priority.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity for sharing the Council's research priorities with the Science Center and 
we look forward to working with you to develop novel and innovative approaches to address these 
research needs.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Eugene Kray 
Interim Chairman 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
 
cc: Pat Kurkul, Brian Rothschild, Dennis Spitsbergen, Paul Howard  
     
 
 








