[ Federal Register: May 12, 1994]

DEPARTMENT OF COWMERCE 50 CFR Parts 671, 672, 675, and 676 [I|.D. 050494B]
Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Goundfish of the @ulf of Al aska; Goundfish of the
Bering Sea and Al eutian Islands; King and Tanner Crab of the Bering Sea and

Al eutian Islands; Limted Access Managenent of Federal Fisheries In and Of of
Al aska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries Service (NWS), National Cceanic and

At nospheric Administration (NQAA), Comerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability of amendnents to fishery managenent plans;
request for comments.

SUMVARY: The North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) has submtted
Anendnent 23 to the Fishery Managenent Plan (FMP) for the G oundfish Fishery
of the Bering Sea and Al eutian Islands Area (BSAl), Anendnent 28 to the FWP
for Goundfish of the Gulf of Al aska (GD4), and Anendnent 4 to the FMP for the
Commercial King and Tanner Crab Fisheries in the BSAI for review by the
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary). The anendnents woul d establish a noratorium
on the entry of new vessels into these fisheries. Corments are requested from
the public. Copies of the anmendnents nmay be obtained fromthe Council (see
ADDRESSES) .

DATES: Comments on the FMP anendnents nust be submtted by July 8, 1994.
ADDRESSES: Comments on the FMP anendrments must be submitted to Ronald J. Berg,
Chi ef, Fisheries Managenent Division, A aska Region, NWS, P.QO Box 21668,
Juneau, AK 99802 (Attn: Lori Gavel).

Copi es of the anendnents and the environnental assessnent/ regul atory
inmpact reviewinitial regulatory flexibility analysis prepared for the
anendnents are available fromthe North Pacific Fishery Managenent Council,
P. O Box 103136, Anchorage, AK 99510; tel ephone: 907-271-2809.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: David C. Ham Fishery Managenent Bi ol ogi st,
Al aska Region, NVFS at 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATI ON: The Magnuson Fi shery Conservation and Managenent
Act (Magnuson Act) requires that each Regional Fishery Managenent Counci l
submt any FMP or FMP anendnent it prepares to the Secretary for review and
approval , disapproval, or partial disapproval. The Magnuson Act al so requires
that the Secretary, upon reviewi ng the plan or amendnent, imedi ately publish
a notice in the Federal Register that the plan or amendnent is available for
public review and conment. The Secretary will consider the public coments
recei ved during the comment period in determning whether to approve these
amendnent s.

The three FMPs and a conpani on regul atory amendrment for the hali but
fishery would establish a 3-year noratoriumon the entry of new vessels into
the groundfish fishery of the GOA and BSAI, the king and Tanner crab fishery
of the BSAl, and halibut fishery in and off of Al aska. The purpose of the
noratoriumis to curtail increases in harvesting capacity and provide industry
stability, while the Council assesses |ong-term managenent alternatives for
its conprehensi ve managenent plan.

The noratoriumwoul d be i npl enented through the issuance of Federal vessel
permts for groundfish in the GOA and BSAl, Federal vessel pernits for crab in
the BSAl, and International Pacific Halibut Conm ssion (IPHC) vessel permts
for halibut in the Convention waters in and off of Al aska. Vessel permts for
these fisheries would be issued only to vessels that had a historical |anding
in a noratoriumfishery fromJanuary 1, 1980, to February 9, 1992.

The conpani on regul atory anendnent woul d effect changes to rul es governing



the harvest of Pacific halibut by US. fishernen in and off of Al aska. The
Counci| does not have an FMP for halibut. The domestic fishery for halibut in
and of f Al aska is managed by the IPHC, as provided by the Convention between
the United States and Canada for the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery of
the Northern Pacific Ccean and the Bering Sea (Convention), and the Northern
Pacific Halibut Act. The Convention and the Halibut Act authorize the
respective Regional Fishery Managenent Councils established by the Magnuson
Act to develop regulations that are in addition to, but not in conflict with,
regul ati ons adopted by the IPHC affecting the U S. halibut fishery. Under this

authority, the Council may devel op, for approval by the Secretary, limted
access policies for the Pacific halibut fishery in Convention waters in and
off of Alaska. "~ Convention waters'' neans the maritinme areas off the west

coast of the United States and Canada as described in Article | of the
Convention (see 16 U S.C. 773(d)). The Council acted under this authority in
recommendi ng its proposed noratoriumfor the halibut fishery. Regul ations
governing the harvesting of Pacific halibut are set forth at 50 CFR parts 301
and 676.

Regul ati ons proposed by the Council to inplenent these anendnents are
schedul ed to be published within 15 days of this docunent.

Dated: May 9, 1994. David S. Crestin, Acting Director, Ofice of
Fi sheri es Conservation and Managenent, National Marine Fisheries Service
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