MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG BETWEEN
THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE FOREST SERVI CE AND THE FEDERAL
COVMUNI CATI ONS COW SSI ON OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMVERI CA AND
THE SECRETARI A DE COMUNI CACI ONES Y TRANSPORTES OF THE UNI TED
MEXI CAN STATES FOR THE USE OF RADI O- FREQUENCI ES, COORDI NATI ON
AND COOPERATI ON FOR EMERGENCY PURPOSES

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service and the
Federal GCommuni cations Comm ssion (FCO) iiiof the United States
of America and the Secretaria de Conuni caci ones y Transportes
(SCT) of the United Mexican States, hereinafter referred to as

the Parti es;

CONSI DERI NG the provisions of Article 7 of the Radio
Regul ati ons consi dered annexed to the International

Tel ecommuni cati ons Constitution (Geneva, 1992);

RECOGNI ZI NG the need to establish shared radi o frequencies
and radi o equi prent for firefighting, and certain other

enmergency, and di saster relief operations,

Have agreed as foll ows:

ARTI CLE |
Pur poses

The purposes of this Menorandum of Understandi ng (hereinafter

ML) are:

1. To establish procedures for coordinati ng and cooperating on

firefighting, and certain other energency and di saster



relief operations.

To identify the Departnments and/ or agencies that shal
cooperate in the sharing of radi o equi pment to support
firefighting, and certain other energency and di saster

relief operations.

To establish, and to protect fromharnful interference, the
radi o frequencies to be used by the Parties on a shared
basis (hereinafter, energency frequencies) to support
firefighting, and certain other energency and di saster

rel i ef operations.

To establish that each Party may use the energency
frequencies in the areas of the common border for the
pur poses established in this MU  Wthin the United
States, in the area defined in Annex |, Section |1
paragraph 1, the emergency frequencies will be used to
support firefighting, and certain other energency and
di saster relief operations that require radi o equi prent
fromthe National Interagency Fire Center (NFC. Wthin
Mexico, in the area defined in Annex I, Section Il
paragraph 1, the emergency frequencies will be used to
support firefighting, and certain other energency and

di saster relief operations

ARTI CLE I
O her Participating Departnents and/ or Agencies
O behalf of the United States, the other participating
Departnment and/or agency in this MU is the Departnent of

the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Land Managenent.



The National Interagency Fire Center (NNFC), a joint
operation of several United States government agencies,

i ncl udi ng the USDA Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Managenent, will adm ni ster the program of cooperation

i nvol ving the shared use of radi o equiprment detailed in

Article I'l'l of this MU

On behal f of Mexico, the other participating Departnents
and/ or agencies in this MU are: the Com si 6n Federal de
Tel ecoruni caci ones (CFT), the Secretaria del Medio

Anbi ente, Recursos Natural es y Pesca( SEMARNAP), acting

t hrough the Direcci 6n CGeneral of Forestal, and the
Secretaria de Gobernaci 6n (SEGXB), acting through the

D recci 6n General de Proteccién QGuvil.

ARTICLE 111
Shared Use of Radi o Equi prent
The participating Departnents and/or agencies in Mexico nay

request and recei ve radi o equi pnent provided by the N FC

Requests for radi o equi pnent nay be nade by witten

communi cations or through rapid comuni cati on met hods

bet ween the participating Departments and/ or agencies. |f
the request is not made in witing, it shall be confirned
inwiting as soon as possible after the request. Witten
requests will shall provide an item zation of equi pnent
needed, together with a commtnent to nake rei nbursenent in
accordance with Annex Il of this M. Each such request
shal|l be signed by an authorized official as designated in

Annex |11, Section I1I.



The receiving Departnents and/ or agencies in Mexico shal

rei nburse the NNFC in accordance with Annex 11, Section
I, Letter (D) for any |oss, danage, or expense incurred in
t he operation of the equi pnent subject to this MU

Recei ving Departnents and/ or agencies in Mexico shall also
reinburse the NFC for the cost of all expendable materials
and transportation. The reinbursenent shall be nmade within
one hundred and twenty days after the receipt by the
requesti ng/ receiving Departnment and/ or agency of an

item zed statenent of such costs.

Upon signature of this MU and during the first trinester
of each year, the participating Departnments and/ or agencies
shal | exchange the nanes of officials designated to request
or provide services under this MU as part of the
establ i shment of annual operational guidelines (see Annex
Il for the Qperational Cuidelines for 1998) for

i npl enentation of this M. In accordance with the
cooperative nature of this MU, it is permssible and
desirable for the participating Departments and/ or agenci es
t o exchange recomendati ons and suggesti ons desi gned to
render nore effective the operational procedures to be

followed in requesting assi stance and rei nbursi ng expenses.

The technical paraneters of the radi o equi pnent avail abl e
for use pursuant to this MU are set forth in Annex |V
This Annex may be nodified or otherw se updated when the

operational guidelines are established each year.

ARTICLE |V



Frequency Use and Protection

I n accordance with Annex I, the Parties shall protect from

har nf ul

interference the emergency frequencies programred in the

radi o equi prent used by both Parties on a shared basis to

support firefighting, and certain other energency and di saster

relief operations.

ARTI CLE V

Settl ement of Disputes

1. Nothing in this MU shall be construed as affecting any

exi sting cooperative arrangenents for firefighting or other

enmergency or disaster relief operations.

2. Any di sagreenent regarding the application and

interpretation of this MU shall be resol ved by agreenent

between the two parties.

Article VI

General Provisions

1. Nothing in this MU shall be construed as obligating the

Parties to nake expenditures or enter into obligations,

contractual or otherw se, for the paynent of noney in

excess of appropriations authorized by |aw and al | ocat ed

for firefighting or certain other emergency or disaster

relief operations.

2. Except for costs set forth in Article Ill, paragraph 3 of

this MU, neither Party, nor its officials or enpl oyees

shall be liable on account of any act or omission in

consequence of performance of or intended performance of



this MWU.

ARTI CLE VI |
Entry Into Force and Anendnents
This MU shall enter into force upon signature by both
Parties and nmay be amended by nutual agreenment of the Parti es.
Arendnents shall enter into force on a date specified by the

Parties through an exchange of witten nodification.

ARTI CLE VII |
Term nation of the Menorandum
This MU nay be termnated by nmutual agreenent of the
Parties; by its replacenent by another bilateral instrunent; or
by a witten notice of termnation fromeither Party. Such
notice of termnation shall enter into force six nonths after

its is received.

Done in Washington, this ninth day of the nonth of Decenber
of the year nineteen hundred and ninety eight, and in Mexico
Gty, this ninth day of the nonth of Decenber of the year
ni neteen hundred and ninety eight, in duplicate, in the English

and Spani sh | anguages, both texts being equally authenti c.

FOR THE DEPARTNMENT OF FOR THE SECRETAR A DE

AGRI CULTURE FOREST SERVI CE COVUUNI CACI ONES Y TRANSPORTES
OF THE UNI TED STATES OF OF THE UNI TED MEXI CAN STATES:
AVERI CA:

d yde Thonpson Jorge N col n Fischer

Deputy Chief for Business Under secretary for

Qper ati ons Communi cat i ons

FOR THE FEDERAL
COVMUNI CATI ONS COW SSI ON OF
THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA:

WIlliamE Kennard Javi er Lozano Al arcén
Chai r man Chai rman of the Com si 6n



Federal De Tel econuni caci ones



ANNEX |
FREQUENCY USE AND PROTECTI ON

This Annex establishes the areas for use and procedures for

protection of the emergency frequencies in the radi o equi prent

used by both Parties for firefighting, and certain other

emergency and di saster relief operations.

|. Frequencies to be Protected

1

The foll owi ng energency frequencies (in MZ) shall be
protected fromharnful interference wthin the border

area, in accordance with Section Il of this Annex:

166. 6125 166.675 167.100 167.950  142.725
168. 075 168.100 168.400 168.475
168. 550 168.625 168.700  169. 150
169.200 169.750 170.000 170.425
170.450 170.975 173.8125 139.150

The foll owi ng additional energency frequencies (in
MHZ) are used for firefighting operations and shall be
protected fromharnful interference, in accordance
with Section Ill of this Annex, within the border area
described in Section Il west of 114 degrees \Vést:

151. 190 151. 280 151. 295 151. 310

159. 225



Areas Wthin Wi ch the Frequencies Are To Be Protected

1

The border areas w thin which both Parties shal
protect the energency frequencies referred to in
Section | lie between the following two Iines and the

conmon border between the United States and Mexi co:

The United States' |ine begins at Point Estero on
the coast of California at 35 30 N, 121 00 W
running by great circle arc to the intersection
of 3 N 114 W thence by great circle arc to the
intersection of 33 N 112 W thence al ong
parallel 33 Nto the intersection of 106 W
thence by great circle arc to the intersection of
31 30 N 104 W thence by great circle arc to the
intersection of 31 N 100 W thence by great
circle arc to the intersection of 29 N 99 W
thence by great circle arc to the interection of
27 30 N, 98 W and thence by great circle arc to
the intersection of 27 10 N, and the Padre |sland
- @l f of Mexico shore at 97 23 W at whi ch point

it term nates.

The Mexican |ine begins at the Pacific Coast of
Baja California, running along parallel 31 20 N
to the Gulf of California, thence by great circle
arc to the intersection of 30 10 N 111 W thence
along parallel 30 10 Nto the intersection of 107
W thence by great circle arc to the intersection
of 27 30 N, 104 W thence by great circle arc to
the intersection of 28 N, 102 W thence by great
circle arc to the intersection of 24 40 N, 100 W



thence along parallel 24 40 Nto the Qulf of

Mexi co, at which point it termnates.

The areas descri bed above are outlined on the attached

map, Annex I1.

Recogni zing the fact that radi os may be used outside
t hese areas for energency purposes, both Parties are
encouraged to mnimze use of the frequencies for

ot her than these purposes.

I1l. Protection to be provided

1

The use of energency frequencies listed in Section |
shall be protected fromharnful interference by both

Parties as fol |l ows:

[.1. In recognition of the fact that there are already
a consi derabl e nunber of assignnents on the
frequenci es desi gnated herein as energency
frequenci es, each Party shall provide the other
with alisting of all existing assignnents on the
frequencies to be protected by this MU until
they can be noved to other frequencies. Upon
entry into force of this MU, the Parties agree
not to authorize use of these frequencies for any
pur pose inconsistent with this MJJ. Furthernore,
if, inthe course of firefighting or certain
ot her emergency or disaster relief operations, a
Party finds that there is harnful interference on
an energency frequency, it nmay ask the other

Party to turn off the transmtter responsible for



1.2

1.3.

the interference or nodify its operational

paraneters in order to resolve the interference
problemfor the duration of the energency. The
Party receiving such a request will conply with

it as quickly as possible.

In the United States, within the border area
described in Section Il, paragraph 1 of this
Annex, use of energency frequencies listed in
Section |, paragraph 1 shall be coordinated with
the U S National Interagency Fire Center prior
to each use, and use of energency frequencies
listed in Section |, paragraph 2 shall be
coordinated with the FCC, San D ego Ofice. Use
of emergency frequencies in Mexico shall be
coordinated with the Secretariad de

Conuni caci ones y Transportes acting through the
Com si 6n Federal de Tel econuni caci ones, prior to
each use within the border area described in

Section Il, paragraph 1 of this Annex.

Each year, during the first trinmester, the United
St at es- Mexi co M xed Comm ssion Charged with

Resol ving Cases of Radio Interference shal
undertake nonitoring and coordination activities
in order to ensure that, in accordance with
paragraph 1.1 above, any unauthorized stations
usi ng energency frequencies are cl osed down

before the peak firefighting season beqins.
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ANNEX | 1|

OPERATI ONAL GUI DELI NES FOR 1998
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| . Purpose

OPERATI ONAL GUI DELI NES FOR 1998

These operational guidelines are to facilitate the | ending

of communi cati ons equi pment to Mexi co when required for

firefighting and certain other energency and di saster relief

operations. These guidelines do not override or supersede any

exi sting cooperative firefighting arrangenents.

Il. General Procedures

A Request s

1

Requests for equi prment will be channel ed by the nost
expeditious neans to the NFC in Boise, lIdaho. If the
request is made by other than witten comrunications,
it shall be confirmed in witing as soon as possible
after the request. Witten requests shall provide an
item zation of equi pnent needed together with an
undertaki ng to nake rei nbursenent in accordance with
Letter (B) of these (perational CQuidelines. Each such
request shoul d be signed by the authorized official as

desi gnated in paragraph (2) bel ow

The authorized official for the United States is the
Chief of the Forest Service or the Chief's designee.
For Mexico, the authorized officials are: the Drector
CGeneral Forestal of the SEMARNAP and the Director
CGeneral de Proteccién Gvil of the SEGOB, or their
desi gnees. The NI FC and the D recci 6n CGenera

Forestal of the SEMARNAP will be the responsible for

exchangi ng the nanmes of the authorized United states



and Mexican officials during the first trinester of

each year

B. Per sonnel

1

Personnel will be sent with the equi pment only at the
request of the receiving Departnment and/or agency. If
personnel are sent, the costs of travel, per diem and
personnel care costs shall in all cases be rei nbursed
by the receiving Departnment and/or agency. Were per
diemrates are not in effect receipts are required for

al | expenses.

Personnel assigned as part of a resource order shal
recei ve an adequate orientation prior to depl oynent

and shoul d be debriefed prior to denobilization.

The | endi ng Departnent and/or agency w |l provide al
the safety equi pnment required to neet its regul ations.
Shoul d addi ti onal equi pment be required by the

recei ving Departnent and/or agency, that Depart nent
and/ or agency will supply the equipnent at its

expense.

When appropriate, the | ending and receiving
Department s and/ or agenci es shall appoi nt coordinators
to provide for adequate |iaison. The official
responsi ble for liaison fromthe |endi ng Depart nment
and/ or agency will be responsible for the health,
safety, welfare, and comm ssary needs of the personnel

r epr esent ed.



The NIFC shall provide training and instruction for
personnel of the Direcci6n CGeneral Forestal of the
SEVMARNAP and of the Direcci 6n General de Protecci6n
Gvil of the SEGB that require training, principally

in the use of specialized equi pnent.

C. Equi prent and Supplies

1

Expendabl e equi pnent and supplies shall be considered
purchased on delivery, and full replacenent costs
shal | be rei nbursed by the receiving Departnent and/or
agency. ltens shall be considered expendable if they

are not reusabl e.

Non- expendabl e and account abl e equi prrent and suppl i es
shal | be assigned to the receiving Departnment and/ or
agency upon return to the | endi ng Departnent and/ or
agency. The cost of refurbishing such itens is

rei nbursabl e by the receiving Departnent and/ or

agency.

In the event that any equi pment or supplies are
darmaged beyond repair or not returned, ful

repl acenment costs shall be reinbursed by the receiving
Departnment and/ or agency. Reinbursenent shall be nade
within one hundred twenty days after the receipt by

t he receiving Departnent and/or agency of an item zed

statenent of such costs.

The costs of transportati on of equi pment and supplies
shal| be borne by the receiving Departnent and/or

agency.



D. Billing and Paymnent

1

The billing and paynent provisions shall provide for
direct paynment to the sending Departnent and/or agency
in accordance with Letter (c) of these (perational

Qui del i nes.

Al billings shall include the requesting Departnent
and/ or agency’s resource order nunber and request
nunber if applicable. Al billing shall include an
itemzed invoice listing cost of any damage to or | oss

of equi prent.
| nvoi ces for goods and services provided by the United
States to Mexico will be paid for in United States

dol | ars.

Billing shall include the follow ng:

a. cover letter with reference to specific resource
nunber (s),

b. original invoice, and

C. backup docurnentation (summarized |isting of

suppl i es and equi pnent).

Billing information shall be sent to the Mexican
Department and/ or agency requesting the equi pnent,
either the Drecci 6n General Forestal of the SEMARNAP
or the Direcci6n CGeneral de Proteccion Gvil of the

SEGCB.



E. Authorization and Anendnents

These Cuidelines nay be anended at any time with the concurrence

of the participating Departnents and/ or agenci es.



ANNEX | V

NATI ONAL | NCI DENT RADI O SUPPORT CACHE
USER S GUI DE
1998



