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ABOUT THE UPDATE

EPA's“Oil Spill Program Updae” is produced quaterly, with information coming from the Regionsin respons to their needs. The
goa of theUpdaeis to provide straight-forward information to keep EPA Regiond staff, other federal agendes and departments,

indudries and busnesses, and theregulated community current with thelatest developments. The Updae s distributed in hardcopy
ard is available on the Oil Programhomepageat wwwepa.govoilspill.

L ookout
Mountain
Pipeline
Ruptur e

In February 1996,60to 70
thousard gallons of fuel oil and
keroser wereaccicentally released
when an 8-inch pipdine burst on
Lookou Mountain, near
Chattarooga, Temessee.The spill
threateredto impactthe Temessee
River, locatedonly 300 feetdown
gradent from the site. Despte a
rapd respnsefrom the potertially
respnsible party (PRP) and local
officials, respnders wereunable to
account for much of the discharged
material. Respnseactiors focused
onthe clearup and containment of
free product, while investigatiors
into the site geologywere
conduded to aid in locating the
remeinder of the spll.

With federal and stateofficials
providing oversight, the PRP
repared theruptured pipdine and
collectedthe free product that had

accunulatedin a natural depression
atthe baseof aravine. Resmpnse
teans cleareddebris from the
ravine ard constructedan
undeflow dam for collecting free
product in the depression Asthe
clearup cortinued, it became
apparen that the locationof the
majority of the dischargedmaterial
wasunknown. Only 2,000 gallors
of the materialcould be collected
from the collectionarea.

The site investigationtook on a
moredynamic approachto address
this problem while cortinuing the
clearup process.In addition to
conductingresearcho locate he
remainder of the spll, crews
excavatedall visibly contaminated
soil in the collectionbasin Crews
alsodeployed containment booms
while initiating 24-hour sheen
monitoring of the two creeks
runningalong the eastandwest
flanks of themountain aswell asin
the TemessedRiver. Excavation
and restoratiorof treesand soil
wereconpletedin the collection
basinwithin afewweeks.
Continued monitoring of the river
and creeksfailedto detectary
evidence of the dischargedmaterial.

On the third day of clearup
activitiesrespnders weregiven
arother clue as to the locationof
the missing product which servedo
emphasize the need for athorough
geologicalinvestigationof the
mountain. Visitorsto the
Chickamauga Natioral Military
Park reporteda hydrocarkon odor
emamating from avert in the side of
Lookou Mountain, overone mile
from the pipeline rupture.
Confirmation of the preserce of
hydrocarton vaporsindicatedto
researchrsthat someof the spll
hadimpactedthe cavesystem
bereathLookou Mountain.

Researchrsuseda number of
samping and surveytecmiquesto
try to locatethe missirg material.
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A dyetracetestusing
Sulphorhodamne B corfirmedthat
the discharge coud potertially
impactsufacewatersasthe dye
resufaceddirectly down gradent in
theriver. Groundweter samples
takenfrom nearly wells failed to
revealary indicationof oil
cortamnation Coring tests
corfirmedthe presere of
dischargedproduct in the soil
beneaththe collectionarea,but did
not locateany free product. Mass
balance calcuations suggestthat 16
thousard gallons of oil or more may
beboundupin soil beneath the
collectionarea. While the actual
location of theoil was never
identified, thesetechiques did
provide greater undestanding of
the geologicalstructure of Lookou
Mountain and its cavesystem.

The impactto the cavesystemis
thought to be limited to the cave
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air. Researchrsaso specuated
thatif any free product remainsin
the cavesjt may be trapped at the
submergedentrancesto one or more
caves. The waterin the submerged
cave mouths may block the flow of
oil while allowing the passagef
water thus acting as natural
containment boons. The
hydrocarhon vapors emanating
from verntsin Lookou Mountain
may come from oil thatis trapped

in the soil or free product in caves
or cavefractures. Air monitoring of
the cavesystemindicatesthat
hydrocarbon vapors are diminishing
but it is not known whether thisis
dueto weathering and/or
dissipetion of product.

EPA and the National Park Service
(NPS) espuseddifferen
approaclesto remedatethe site.
The EPA On-Saene Coordinaor
(OSC) for the site sowght mitigation
of patential threats to human health
and the ervironment. The OSC
felt that the PRP’s actionto limit
excavationto areasof gross
cortamnationwascorsistert with
the Natioral Contingercy Plan.
NPS, asaresoucetrustee follows
a‘“zeroimpacttolerarce, and was
concerned tha the hydrocarbon
vapor would impactcave
orgarisms. The cavesarepopular
spelunking areasand hadto be
closeddue to the exposure risks
posedby the hydrocarton vapors.
Ultimately, the high degreeof
cooperationbetweenthe PRP ard
all respnseorganzatiors allowed
the removalprocesgo cortinue
unimpeded by the mary political
ard reguatoryissiesraisedby the
unique characteristicof the spill.
For moreinformationon this
unusuaincident,pleasecontact
Bob Rosen EPA Region1V,
(404)5628761.
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Contin gency
Plan Study

The Natioral RespnseTeam
(NRT) isissung a study to
encouagecoordnation of local
level emergency planning and Area
Contingency Plansunde the Qil
Pdlution Act of 1990(OPA). The
study descrilesexampesof
effective coordnation in local
emergency planning and contains
casestudiesidertifying what made
the coordnation effective.

OPA estallishes AreaCommittees
conyprisedof qualified menbers of
federal, state,and localgoverrmert
agercies. EachAreaCommittee,
unde thedirection of thefedera
On-Scene-Coordinaor (OSC)for
its area,workswith stateand local
officials to expedite decision
making during respnseactivities.
Thesecommitteesalsowork with
stateand local officials to erhance
the contingercy planning of those
officials, and to assue plaming for
joint respnseefforts. To
acconplish this, AreaCommittees
develop AreaContingercy Plans
(ACPs). In developng an ACP, the
OSC coordnateswith affected
StateEmeigency Plaming
Committees(SERCs) and Local
Emergency Planning Committees
(LEPC3 [30 CFR 300.210¢)].
EachACP cortains geograpical,
resource, policy, and coordnated
plaming informationnecessaryo
focus on preparedhessand respnse
activitiesin its specific area.

While geographic boundaies of
LEPCs and AreaCommitteesmay
differ, ther planning and response
mandaes are overlapping and
comgemerntary. Therefore,
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coordnation of their sefarate
activitiesis highly bereficial and
strorgly encouraged The goalof
coordnatedplanning is
preparedhessfor effectiverespnse
by federal, state,and localagerties,
aswell asprivate sectorrespnders.

Eachcasestuly is intended to
highlight how coordnation was
accompished and how it improved
respnseeffectiveress. By
summarizing examples of
coordnated planning activities,the
NRT hopesto encourage
repication of thesesuccessfl
practicesaround the country. This
study and afact sheetcanbe found
on NRT’swebsite (Wha's New
link) addressgivenbelow.

For additional information on the
study or any other NRT initiatives,
pleasecontact:

National RespnseTeam
USEPA (MC 5104)
401M Street, SW
Washington, DC 20460
Tel: (202)260-3315
Fax: (202)2600154
http:/mwwnrt.org

Orimulsion

This pastJune, Goverror Lawton
Chiles and his catinetrefusedto
grart anecessarypermitfor Florida
Power and Light’'s (FPL) plansto
burn Orimulsion, a bitumenbased
heavyfuel ail, in its Parrish, Florida
power plant. Therejectionwas
partly due to uncertairty about the
ervironmental risksit would pose
in the event of a spill.

Orimulsion’s oppanents doubt that
existing oil spll managemnent

tecmologies,which skim or contain
splls on or closeto the suface,
would be effectivein Orimulsion
splls. Thisfuel behavesdiffererily
in saltwaterand freshwaterbecatse
of its density. Therefore, it can
formaslick on top of the wateror
dispersein the watercolumn,
depending on the environmental
conditions. Environmental groups
fearit will clogto shallow areas
whereplants and anmals breed
Moreoverthe surfactart in
Orimulsion, nonylphenol ethoxylate
(NPE), degraaks into alkyphenoals,
highly persistert chemicalsbeing
phasedout by 14 North Sea
countriesbecawsethey mimic
naurd hormonesin animals.
Witnessedor environmenrtal groups
testifiedthat theseclearers,and that
additional contamination from an
Orimulsionspll coud trigger
reproductive problensin wildlife.

In addition to provoking the
corcernof Floridaresicents, the
proposeduse of Orimulsionhas
alsodrawnthe attertion of federal
agerties. The Natioral Acacemy
of Science’s Committee on Marine
Trarsportationof HeavyOils has
beenaskedo examine Orimulsion
and other heavyails, and the
effectiveressof spill respnse
equipmert.

Producersand potertial usersof
Orimulsion bdieve such concerns
areoverdown. While the potertial
impacts of aspill are unknown,
proponents contend tha therisks
would be greatlyreducedby the use
of double-hulled tankers.
Orimulsion's proponerts suggest
thatit actually presers lessrisk
thanthe No. 6 fuel oil currertly
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burned at the plart. Further, Bitor
America Corporation the
Verezielanproducer, has
developedard testeda special
boomwith aeratordo contain
spills. Opponents questiored
whether earlyteststo contain the
fud unde still water conditions
would be applicable to reallife
situatiors.

In addition to spill worries,people
expressecconcerrs about the added
emissions when buming
Orimulsion Although FPL
concedesthat emissiors may
increaseijt claimsthat costsavirgs
from Orimulsion ($3.8 billion over
20 years) would dlow it to install
improvedpollution control
techologiesthatwill restlt in
clearerair. Although Bitor is
marketirg Orimulsionasa clearer
fuel, othersconterd that
Orimulsion' s viscositymay catseit
to be more environmentally
persister thanmore tradtional fuel
sourcessuwch asnatural gas.The
U.S.EPA will beconduding
studiesof the air emissiors from the
buming of Orimulsion.

Regulators,analysts,and
emepgercy respnseprofessiorls
may soonfacethe Orimulsion
guestionagainasother utilities
corsiderit’ suse.
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Oil Spill
Prevention and
Response .

Federal Roles and
Responsibilities

Oil spill prevertion and respnse
activities have fallen unde the
jurisdiction of many govermmertal
agertiessince the passagef the
Clean Water Act of 1972. Before
the implementation of the Qil
Pdlution Act of 1990,the EPA and
the Department of Transportation
(DOT) sharedrespnsihility for
reguating dischargesof oil from
vesselsnd production and storage
facilities. The signing of Execuive
Order 12777in 1991 strengthened
the Qil Pollution Act by delegatirg
auhority to EPA, DOT, and the
Departmert of Interior's (DOI’s)
Minerals Managenent Service.

Under the Oil Pollution Prevertion
Regulation, Title 40 Code of
Fedea RegulationsPat 112, EPA
is resnsible for the reguation of
nontrarsportation-relatedonshore
facilities and certainoffshore
facilities. The Oil ProgramCenter
and the Office of Undeground
StorageTarks arewithin the Office
of Solid Wasteand Emergercy
Respnseand provide regioral
officeswith guidance onresppnse
actiors and reguatory
developmerts. Other EPA offices
thatassistin oil spill prevertion
include the Chemical Emermercy
Preparedhessand Preveriion Office
and the Office of Enforcememhand
Compliance Assuarce. These
officesassistwith the developnert
of guidelinesfor minimizing the
risk of accicental oil dischargesand

facilitating emergercy respnse
activities.

With the Environmental Resppnse
Team,EPA alsoservess the On
Scere Coordnator (OSC) and
provides techmical expertisein
respnseto inland oil spills.
Regional oil programteamsand the
ERT formthe “front line” of oll

spill prevention and cleanup. These
teamswork togetter with local
officials and potertially respnsible
partiesto coordnate rapid, effective
respnsesto inland oil spills.

The U.S. CoastGuard (USCG) ard
the Office of Pipeline Safetyare
respnsible for implemeriing the
Qil Pollution Act within the DOT.
Theseorgarizatiors reguatethe
transportationof oil in marine
vesselspipelines,and truck and
railroad tankers. Fundingfor the
pipdine safety programis provided
by userfeesassessedn a perimile
basis. USCG involvemert includes
the operation of the National
ResmnseCenter and the National
Strike Force,which specializein
respnding to marine spills.

DOI's Minerad's Management
Serviceisresmnsible for spll
prevention, OSCs equipment,
finarcial respnsibility certification
ard civil pendties. The DOI
managesthe implementation of
OPA for offshore facilities and their
associategipelines. Native
Americanlandsand U.S.
Territories also fall unde the
jurisdiction of the DOI.

Visit the Oil Spill Programat:

http://www.epa.gov/oilspill
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Thereare anumber of other
goverrmert agercieswho are
involvedin ail spll respnse. The
Departmert of Deferseard the
Departmert of Energy provide
expertise and techical assistane
for facilities both within and
outside their own jurisdiction.
Techmical assistanein assessig
spill impactsand respnding to oil
spill emergendesisaso provided
by the Federal Emergercy
MaragemenAgercy, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, and the
Department of Healthand Human
Services. The Departmert of
Commercethe Departmert of
Justice,the Department of Labor,
ard the Departmert of Statemay
also play importart techical,
administrative,and managenernt
rolesin the reguationand litigation
of ail spll respnses.

The Clean Water
Trust

Sinceitsinception in 1993 the
CleanWater Trust has been
instrumental in developing projects
and materialsthat promote
ernvironmentally respnsible
recreation The nonprofit
orgarizationhascoordnated
nationwide effortsanong agercies,
environmental groups and boaters
to minimize ervironmertal risks
associateavith marinasard
boating. The Trust conduds
outreachand provides practicalard
balanced informationto boaters
and marina operatorswho havea
vestednterestin maintaining a
cleanand healtty boating
ervironmert.

The CleanWater Trust has been
involvedin anumber of projects
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that promote clean boating
practices. Severalbrochureswere
produced by the Trust in 1994to
make boatersand marina operators
awareof issuegelatingto boat
sevace andthe deanVesselAct.
The “Help Stop the Drops’
campaign educatedpeople boaters
and marina operatorson
ernvironmentally sound ways to
refuel, maintain, and operate
marire enginesthrough the
developmert and distribution of
custom+ailoredoutreachmaterials,
andby conductingfieldwork at
marinasin the Gulf of Mexico.
“Stashyour TrasH workedto
reducemarinedebrisby promoting
stewardship and voluntary
commpliance of existing litter laws,
and boostirg participationin
coasta cleanups In addition, the
“Fish Tagand Release’program
promotesethical fishing ard
encouragesargler participationin
National Marine Fisheriesresearch

The reedto facilitate understanding
of environmentally sound practices
among boatersand marina
managerscomes from the
implemertation of the CoastalZone
Act ReauhorizationAmendmert
(CZARA) of 1990. Thisact
estaltished the cleanmarira
programand is reguatedjointly by
the Natioral Ocearic and
Atmospheric Administrationand
EPA. Enforcement unde CZARA
isacombindion of voluntary and

state suppated policies and
meclansms. Statesmay expand
the requirements but must
implement CZARA reformby
2009. CZARA is supplenentedby
Subpart] of the Natiomal
Contingercy Plan, which callsfor
the developmert of best
managenent practicesto reduce oil
spllage in marinasand eliminate
the ingppropriate use of dispersant
and surfaceclearing agerts.

The goalof CZARA isto
implementecaomically feasible
maregemei measuesfor
minimizing the discharge of
pollutantsinto waterresaurces.
Marinas are typicaly conddered
nonpoint sourcesof cortamination
where common sersemanagenent
strategies may provideremarkable
improvemerns in environmenal
quality. Economic feasilility of
CZARA actiors may leadto cost
cutting and efficiency that will save
morey for marinasand encourage
growth in ecahomic sectas
associateavith cleanwater

Some of the actiors cortained in
CZARA include morecarefu
fueling with the useof absorkert
padsto collect any spillage. The
useof biodegradble clearing
agernts and wasterecycling
programswill reduce the impactof
marinasto the waterway on which
they depend. New marinas will
have beter flushing, sewage, and
dredging mecharnisms to maintain
the necessarylissolvedoxygen
contert of the water The designof
new marinaswill alsoaccount for
shore stahilization, clearer fueling
statiors, and habitat assessmén

The successof CZARA programs
dependsin large part on the
effective communicationbetween
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agencies, marina operators, and
boaters. Implemerting the clean
marina program requires the active
participation of marina managers
and boatersto ensuresuccess.
Nonprdit organizations like the
CleanWater Trust play an
importart role in the successof
better environmental marnagenert
by fosterirg community
undestanding of environmental
processedyarslating lawsinto
practical"how to" language,ard
encouraging voluntary comgiance.
For more information please
cortactthe Trust. Itislocatedat
880 South Pickett Street,
Alexandria,Virginia, 22304;tel:
(703)8239550;fax: (703)461-
2855:e-mail: cleenh2o@erols.com.

International
Marina Institute
Holdin g Annual
Convention

The Interretional Marina Ingtitute is
hading its Annud Convention,
Confererce,and Trade Show
Decenber6-9, 1998,in Annapdis,
Maryland. The convertion will
include atour of marinas,including
adrive through threemarinasin the
immediatevicinity, to be held on
Decemlar 6. Meetirgsard
semnarswill be givenfor the
remairder of the corfererce,
including a discussionof Maryland
CleanMarina Guidelines,ard a
previewof the National Recreation
Lake Study Commission Report.
Registrationmust be receivedby
November 20,1998. For more
information about the confererce or
regstration, pleasecall (941)480-
1212.
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NGA Releases
Paper on Oil
Program MOAs

The Natioral Goverrors’
Association (NGA) Center for Best
Practicesrecerly released
Siateline that examinesissies
relating to oil program
memoranduns of agreement
(MOAS). MOAs betweenstateand
federal agertiesare effectivetools
thatincreasehe efficiency of oil
spll prevertion, preparechess,ard
respnseprograns. MOAS clarify
roles,streantine communicatiors,
and coordinde the regulatory and
inspectionefforts of statesard
EPA.

Actual language from agreenens
betweenEPA and Alaska ,New
Jersey Virginia, and Washngtonis
orgarizedinto eight categoriesand
presenedin amatrix cortained in
thereport. Thesecategoriesre
basedon thosedraftedby the U.S.
CoastGuard s Office of Marine
Safety, Secuity, and
Environmental Protection States
canreferto this matrix for sanple
language when negotiating their
own agreemets with EPA.

However MOAS provide only a
partial and short-termsoluion to
the problemof overlagping state
and federalauhority in this area.
Severalstateshaveadvocated
delegationof authority from EPA
as a nore dfective and permanent
soluion. Towardthis erd, the
paper discusseshe States/Bitish
Columbia TaskForce’sresoluion
on delegatedauthority adoptedin
July 1997.

Copies of this paper may be
obtainedfrom dm Whitter of the
NGA Center's Natural Resouces
Pdicy Studies Division [(202)624-
78250r jwhitter@nga.org]. The
paper isalso available on the NGA
Center webdte at www.nga.oig/
cbp/activities/ermergencymgt.asp.
The matrix is not currertly
availabe online.

On-Scene
Coordinator s
Area Response
System:

Real Time Geographic
Information for
Emergency Response

EPA’s Region6 Techical
Assistage Teamhas developeda
Geographic Information System to
aid On-Scere Coordnators (OSCs)
during an emeigercy respnseand
for inspectionpurposes. The
system,known asthe On-Scere
CoordnatorsAreaRespnse
System (OSCARS) isfully field
deployable and provides OSCswith
agraphical userinterfacethat links

AN

.
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spacia daawith geographic
information In addition to basic
geograpic information such as
locationsof lakes, rivers, roads, and
county boundaies, the system can
inform OSCsabout indudrial
infrastricture, such asgaspipelines
ard reguatedfacilities, local
population data,natural disasters,
soil corrosiondata, endangered
species,and sersitive resouceslike
naiond parks. Thedaain
OSCARScan bequeied or sorted,
and resuts canbe dispayed
graphically onamapor viewedin a
tabular format. Thesefunctions
provide OSCs with realtime
respnsesto questiors albout what
is nearthe scere of an emeigercy
and what might be atrisk. Itis also
awayto use risk-basednformation
to tamget Spill Prevertion, Control
and Countermeaste (SPCC) ard
Facility ResppnsePlan (FRP)
inspectiors.

The OSCARSsystem is especialy
importart in Region 6, whereEPA
has determined tha 116 counties
exhibit “highrisk” characteristics.
Thesecountiesare home to
indudries tha either have a history
of high spll ratesor havethe
potertial to cawsesignficant and
stbstartial harmto the environment
or public healthif alamgerelease
occurs. Thus thedevelopment of
OSCARShas been geared towards
obtaining information in high risk
counties.

For more information about
OSCARSor for acomprehengve
list of the data it contains please
contact Don Smith at (214)665-
6489.
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In Situ Burnin g
of Oil Spills
Workshop

On November 2-4,1998,the
National Institute of Standards and
Techology will hostaworkstop
onin situ burning of oil spills. The
workstop, which is sponsoredby
the MineralsManagemehService,
will conveythe resuts of research
onin situ burning to local, state,
federal, environmertal, and
acacmc communities. This two-
and-a-hdf day event will revolve
arownd presertatiors of pre-
distributed technical papers.
Workshop participarnts will be abe
to attend one of two pand groups—
one will focus on buming
operatiors, and the otherwill cover
environmental and human health
aspectsof in situbuming. The
workstop will be held atthe
DoubletreeHotel in New Orlears,
Louisiara. Participarts who
register before October 19,1998
will have their namespublished on
alist of preliminary participarts.
Hotel reservatios maybe mace by
calling the Double TreeHotel at
1-800222-TREEoor (504)581-
1300. More deailed information
ontheIn Situ Burning of Oil
Spills Workshop may be obtained
by contacting Nora Jason at (301)
9756862 (technical) or Lori
Phillipsat (301)9754513
(registration).

Spill Response
Counter-
measures
Workgroup

The Region3 Regioral Respnse
Teamis agroup of federal and state
agercy represetativeswhich
assist§ederalOn-Scere
Coordnators (OSCs) in EPA and
the U.S. CoastGuardwith sl
preparechessand respnse. The
Spill RespnseCountermeastes
Workgroup wasformedto focus on
the Regionwide operatioral aspects
of oil spills. A keyaspectof
Workgroup activitiesis to develop
timesavirg, practical,techical
products that will help OSCs make
the bestpossilde respnse
decisiors, particularly on
specializedtopicswith which they
arelikely to havelimited
familiarity. The1998Work Plan
for the Workgroup corsists of
severakasks,ncluding the
following:

» Developan dternative
cowntermeastesdatatasefor
usintheinland zone

+ Developabiorenedation
policy and planfor Region3;

* Developaspll countermeastes
databasefor OSCs;

» Update informationfor OSCs
on new respnsetecologies;
ard

» Provide Internetaccesso
Workgroup products to OSCs
and other Regions.

Alternative countermeastesare
thosewhich arenot tradtionally
usedin spll respnse,swch as
bioremedhtion, dispersarts, and in-
situbuming. They dsoindude
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mechanical strategiesvhich are
unusud in some way, like fast-
water booming techniques and
recoverytecmologiesfor “heavy
oils (i.e., thosewhich sink in fresh
arnd saltwater). The intert of the
Workgrouo isto provide
informationto OSCs on
cowntermeaste techiques which
areinfrequently usedand have
specialconditions limiting their
use,but have valuein certain
situatiors. Respnderswould like
touse dl availabetools,yetitis
unclearwhenusing thesespecialty
toolswill provide agreater
environmental berefit than not
usng them. Thisyear, the
Workgrou is concertrating on
definingwhen andhow it is
appropriateto use specialtytoolson
oil spills in marine and freshwater
environments, and on produdng
easyto-use and accessile
informationfor OSCsin Region 3,
aswell assharing the information
with other EPA regiors. For
additional information, please
cortactLinda Ziegler, Chair of the
Spill RespnseCountermeastes
Workgroup, at (215)814-3277.

1998 EPA
Region 9
Regional Fuels
Management
Workshop

EPA Region9 will sponsorits first
interagewy Regiorel Fuels
Managemen Workshop Novemler
3-4,1998,at the Cliffsat Shel
Beach locatedin San Luis Obispo
County, Cdlifornia. The workstop
will provide anopportunity for
local, state,and federal reguatory
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personnd to share information
corcerring the preverion,
respnse,and remedation of
hydrocarban releases.The goal of
this meetingis largely to encairage
anopendialogle betweenthe
orgarizatiorsto idertify key
problem areasand develop
potertial resoluions for handling
future issues Keynote spealers ae
Jack Doyle, author of "Crude
Awakering," and Allan Biaggi,
Administratorof the Nevada
Depatment of Environmental
Qudity. Roundtale discussions
and workgroup topics, suich as
pipeline safety gasolire statiors,
undeground storage tanks,
production fields, refineries,fuel-
relatedtestirg, and monitoring are
planned. For more information on
the workslop, contactGail Thomas
a (415)7442339,0r email
thomas gail @epamail .epa.gov

National
Problem Oil Pits
Conference

TheU.S.EPA Region VIII and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Region VI aresponsoring a
National Problem Oil Pits
Conference to behdd in Denver,
Cdorado, on November 17-18,
1998. ERA in Region VI, the host
of the confererce, warts to share its
experiencesin addressirg
ernvironmental chalengesat
problem ail pits and berefit from
the experiences of other regions
The agendais designed to provide
comprehensive information to EPA
Regionsinterestedn implemerting
asimilar program The problem ail
pits corferercewill focuson a
multimeda approachto address

oily waste issues. Areasto be
coverednclude drillin g and
production oil pits; oil splls;
pipeline lreaks; commercial
facilities; spill prevention, contra,
and countermeastes(SPCC)
isstes;and wildlife mortality. For
moreinformationregardng the
tecmical cortert of the corfererce
please calHal Dunning U.S.EPA
Region VIII at (303)3126633. For
guestiors regardng registration
pleasecall BrookeWinter, Tetra
Tech EM Inc. at (303)295-1101.
Deadline to register is October 14.

NCP’s 30th
Anniversar y

The Natioral Oil and Hazaraus
SubstancesPollution Contingercy
Plan, more commony calledthe
National Contingercy Plan (NCP),
celebratesits 30" amiversaryin
Novemter. The NCP is the federal
govermmert's blueprint for
responding to both oil spills and
hazaraus substance releaseslt is
the resut of our country's efforts to
develop anaiond response
cambhility and promote overall
coordnation among the hierarcly
of respndersand cortingercy
plars.

The first NCP wasdevelopdand
pubiished on November 14,1968in
respnseto amassiveoil spill from
the oil tarker Torrey Canyon off the
coastof England the year
before—norethan 37 million
gallors of crude oil spilled, cawsing
massiveervironmertal damageTo
avoidthe problemsfacedby
respnseofficials involvedin this
incident, U.S. officials developed a
coordinated approach to copewith
potertial spills in U.S. waters. The

October 1998

1968Plan provided thefirst
conprehensive systemof accicent
reporting, spll cortainmert, and
cleanup,andestablishedrespmse
headquarters national reactio
team,and regioral reactionteams
(precusorsto the current National
ResmnseTeamand Regiord
ResmnseTeams).

NOTE: Pleasewatchfor a
complete updde on the 30th
amiversaryof the NCP on our next
edtion of the Qil Spill Program
Update which will featue
amiversaryarticlesamong other
stories.

OIL SPILL PHOGIM
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