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» The recognition of specific
accrediting agencies or associations.

e The preparation and publication of
the list of nationally recognized
accrediting agencies and associations.

As the Committee deems necessary or
on request, the Committee also advises
the Secretary about:

» The eligibility and certification
process for institutions of higher
education under Title IV, HEA.

e The development of standards and
criteria for specific categories of
vocational training institutions and
institutions of higher education for
which there are no recognized
accrediting agencies, associations, or
State agencies in order to establish the
interim eligibility of those institutions
to participate in Federally funded
programs.

* The relationship between (1)
accreditation of institutions of higher
education and the certification and
eligibility of such institutions, and (2)
State licensing responsibilities with
respect to such institutions.

* Any other advisory functions
relating to accreditation and
institutional eligibility that the
Secretary may prescribe.

What Are the Terms of Office for
Committee Members?

The term of office of each member is
3 years, except that any member
appointed to fill a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration of the term for
which the member’s predecessor was
appointed is appointed for the
remainder of the term. A member may
be appointed, at the Secretary’s
discretion, to serve more than one term.

Who Are the Current Members of the
Committee?

The current members of the National
Advisory Committee are:

Members With Terms Expiring 9/30/03

¢ Mr. David Johnson, III, Student
Member, Brigham Young University and
University of Utah.

* Dr. Estela R. Lopez, Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs, Connecticut State
University System Office.

¢ Dr. Ronald F. Mason, Jr., President,
Jackson State University, Mississippi.

¢ Dr. Eleanor P. Vreeland, Chairman,
Barland Educational Associates, Florida.

e Dr. John A. Yena, President,
Johnson & Wales University, Rhode
Island.

Members With Terms Expiring 9/30/04

* Dr. Robert C. Andringa, President,
Council for Christian Colleges and
Universities, Washington, DC.

¢ Dr. Lawrence W. Burt, Director,
Student Financial Services, University
of Texas at Austin.

* Dr. Lawrence J. DeNardis,
President, University of New Haven,
Connecticut.

e Mr. Steven W. McCullough,
Executive Director, Iowa Student Loan
Liquidity Corporation.

e Dr. Laura Palmer Noone, President,
University of Phoenix, Arizona.

Members With Terms Expiring 9/30/05

* Honorable Randolph A. Beales,
Former Attorney General of Virginia,
Attorney at Law, Christian & Barton,
LLP, Virginia.

* Dr. Karen A. Bowyer, President,
Dyersburg State Community College,
Tennessee.

* Dr. Gerrit W. Gong, Assistant to the
President, Brigham Young University,
Utah.

* Mr. Donald R. McAdams, President,
Center for Reform of School Systems,
Texas.

* Dr. George A. Pruitt, President,
Thomas A. Edison State College, New
Jersey.

How Do I Nominate an Individual for
Appointment as a Committee Member?

If you would like to nominate an
individual for appointment to the
Committee, send the following
information to the Committee’s
Executive Director:

+ A copy of the nominee’s resume;
and

* A cover letter that provides your
reason(s) for nominating the individual
and contact information for the nominee
(name, title, business address, and
business phone and fax numbers).

The information must be sent by May
1, 2003 to the following address: Bonnie
LeBold, Executive Director, National
Advisory Committee on Institutional
Quality and Integrity, U.S. Department
of Education, room 7007, MS 7592, 1990
K Street, NW., Washington, DC 20006.

How Can I Get Additional Information?

If you have any specific questions
about the nomination process or general
questions about the National Advisory
Committee, please contact Ms. Bonnie
LeBold, the Committee’s Executive
Director, telephone: (202) 219-7009, fax:
(202) 219-7008, e-mail:
Bonnie.LeBold@ed.gov between 9 a.m.
and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1011c.
Dated: January 27, 2003.

Sally L. Stroup,

Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary
Education.

[FR Doc. 03—2290 Filed 1-30-03; 8:45 am]
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Strengthening Institutions (SIP),
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Notice Inviting Applications for New
Awards for Fiscal Year (FY) 2003

Purpose of Programs: The SIP, TCCU,
and ANNH Programs are all authorized
under Title III, Part A of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended
(HEA). These programs will be referred
to collectively in this notice as the
“Title III, Part A Programs.” Each
provides grants to eligible institutions of
higher education (IHEs) to enable them
to improve their academic quality,
institutional management, and fiscal
stability, and increase their self-
sufficiency.

Eligible Applicants: To qualify as an
eligible institution under any of the
programs included in this notice, an
accredited or preaccredited institution
must, among other requirements, have a
high enrollment of needy students, and
its Educational and General (E&G)
expenditures per full-time equivalent
(FTE) undergraduate student must be
low in comparison with the average
E&G expenditures per FTE
undergraduate student of IHEs that offer
similar instruction. The complete
eligibility requirements are found in 34
CFR 607.2—607.5. The regulations may
also be accessed by visiting the
following Department of Education Web
site: http://www.ed.gov/legislation/
FedRegister

Notes: 1. A grantee under the Developing
Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI) Program,
authorized under Title V of the HEA, may not
receive a grant under any Title III, Part A
Program. Further, an HSI Program grantee
may not give up that grant in order to receive
a grant under any Title III, Part A Program.
Therefore, a current HSI grantee may not
apply for a grant under any Title III, Part A
Program in FY 2003.

2. An IHE that does not fall within the
limitation described in NOTE 1 may apply
for a FY 2003 grant under all Title III, Part
A Programs for which it is eligible, as well
as under the HSI Program. An applicant may
receive only one grant.

Applications Available: January 31,
2003.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: March 5, 2003.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: May 5, 2003.

Estimated Available Funds: The
Administration has requested $76.275
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million for the SIP, $18.130 million for
the TCCU Program, and $6.734 million
for the ANNH Program for FY 2003. The
actual level of funding, if any, depends
on final congressional action. However,
we are inviting applications to allow
enough time to complete the grant
process if Congress appropriates funds
for these programs.

Estimated Range of Awards:
$330,000-$365,000 per year for 5-year
development grants under SIP; $30,000—
$35,000 for 1-year planning grants
under the Title III, Part A Programs;
$800,000-$1,200,000 for 1-year
construction and renovation grants and
$347,000-$395,000 per year for 5-year
development grants under the TCCU
Program; and $300,000-$350,000 per
year for 5 year development grants
under the ANNH Program.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
$362,000 per year for 5-year
development grants under SIP; $32,667
for 1-year planning grants under the
Title III, Part A Programs; $1,182,000
per grant for 1-year construction and
renovation grants and $380,000 per year
for 5-year development grants under the
TCCU Program; and $328,000 per year
for 5-year development grants under the
ANNH Program. Development grants
monies may be used for a variety of
allowable activities. Construction funds
may be used solely for construction,
maintenance, renovation and
improvement in classrooms, libraries,
laboratories, and other instructional
facilities, including purchase or rental
of telecommunications technology
equipment or services. We will refer to
grants to carry out construction as
construction grants.

Estimated Number of Awards: 15
planning grants under the Title III, Part
A Programs; 58 development grants
under the SIP; 7 construction and
renovation grants and 1 development
grant under the TCCU Program; and 4
development grants under the ANNH
Program.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice. Applicants should
periodically check the Title III, Part A Web
site for further information on these
programs. The address is: http://www.ed.gov/
offices/OPE/HEP/idues/title3a.html

Project Period: 60 months for
development grants, 12 months for
planning grants and 12 months for
construction grants.

Page Limit: The application narrative
is where you, the applicant, address the
selection criteria that reviewers use to
evaluate your application. You must
limit your narrative to the equivalent of
no more than 100 pages for the
individual development grant, 140

pages for the cooperative arrangement
development grant and 30 pages for the
planning grant, using the following
standards:

e A “page” is 8.5" x 11", on one side
only, with 1" margins at the top, bottom,
and both sides.

» Double space (no more than three
lines per vertical inch) all text in the
application narrative, including titles
and headings. You may single space
footnotes, quotations, references, and
captions, as well as all text in charts,
tables, figures, and graphs.

» Use a font that is either 12-point or
larger or no smaller than 10 pitch
(characters per inch).

The page limit does not apply to the
application cover sheet (ED 424), the
one-page abstract, the assurances and
certification forms, and the Cooperative
Arrangement Form (ED-851A-1). The
page limit does, however, apply to all
remaining parts of the application.

We will reject your application if—

* You apply these standards and
exceed the page limit; or

* You apply other standards and
exceed the equivalent of the page limit.

Special Funding Considerations: In
tie-breaking situations described in 34
CFR 607.23, the Title III, Part A Program
regulations require that we award one
additional point to an application from
an IHE that has an endowment fund for
which the 1999-2000 market value per
FTE student was less than the
comparable average per FTE student at
a similar type IHE. We also award one
additional point to an application from
an THE that had expenditures for library
materials in 1999-2000 per FTE student
that were less than the comparable
average per FTE student at a similar
type IHE.

For the purpose of these funding
considerations, an applicant must
demonstrate that the market value of its
endowment fund per FTE student and
library expenditures per FTE student,
were less than the average expenditure
per FTE student when calculated using
the data submitted by applicants for the
year 1999-2000.

If a tie remains, after applying the
additional point(s) we will determine
the ranking of applicants based on the
lowest combined library expenditures
per FTE student and endowment values
per FTE student.

Applicable Regulations: (a) The
Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 82, 85, 86,
97, 98, and 99; and, (b) The regulations
for this program in 34 CFR part 607.

Applicability of Executive Order
13202: Applicants that apply for
construction funds under these

programs must comply with the
Executive Order 13202 signed by
President Bush on February 17, 2001
and amended on April 6, 2001. This
Executive order provides that recipients
of Federal construction funds may not
“require or prohibit bidders, offerors,
contractors, or subcontractors to enter
into or adhere to agreements with one
or more labor organizations, on the same
or other construction project(s)” or
“otherwise discriminate against bidders,
offerors, contractors, or subcontractors
for becoming or refusing to become or
remain signatories or otherwise adhere
to agreements with one or more labor
organizations, on the same or other
construction project(s).” However, the
Executive order does not prohibit
contractors or subcontractors from
voluntarily entering into these
agreements.

Projects funded under this program
that include construction activity will
be provided a copy of this Executive
order and will be asked to certify that
they will adhere to it.

Priority
Invitational Priority

We are particularly interested in
applications that meet the following
priority.

Academic programs designed to
improve and enhance opportunities for
low-income students in the workforce
and meet local community workforce
needs.

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1) we do not
give an application that meets the
priority a competitive or absolute
preference over other applications.

Application Procedures

Note: Some of the procedures in these
instructions for transmitting applications
differ from those in the Education
Department General Administrative
Regulations (EDGAR) (34 CFR 75.102). Under
the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.
553) the Department generally offers
interested parties the opportunity to
comment on proposed regulations. However,
these amendments make procedural changes
only and do not establish new substantive
policy. Therefore, under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A),
the Secretary has determined that proposed
rulemaking is not required.

Pilot Project for Electronic Submission
of Applications

In FY 2003, the U.S. Department of
Education is continuing to expand its
pilot project for electronic submission of
applications to include additional
formula grant programs and additional
discretionary grant competitions. The
Title III, Part A Programs—=84.031A,
84.031N, 84.031T, and 84.031W are
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included in the pilot project. If you are
an applicant under the Title III, Part A
Programs, you may submit your
application to us in either electronic or
paper format.

The pilot project involves the use of
the Electronic Grant Application System
(e-Application) portion of the Grant
Administration and Payment System
(GAPS). Users of e-Application will be
entering data on-line while completing
their applications. You may not e-mail
a grant application to us. If you
participate in this voluntary pilot
project by submitting an application
electronically, the data you enter on-line
will be saved into a database. We
request your participation in e-
Application. We shall continue to
evaluate its success and solicit
suggestions for improvement.

If you participate in e-Application,
please note the following:

* Your participation is voluntary.

* You will not receive any additional
point value because you submit a grant
application in electronic format, nor
will we penalize you if you submit an
application in paper format. When you
enter the e-Application system, you will
find information about its hours of
operation.

* You may submit all documents
electronically, including the
Application for Federal Assistance (ED
424), Budget Information—Non-
Construction Programs (ED 524), and all
necessary assurances and certifications.

« After you electronically submit
your application, you will receive an
automatic acknowledgement, which
will include a PR/Award number (an
identifying number unique to your
application).

» Within three working days after
submitting your electronic application,
fax a signed copy of the Application for
Federal Assistance (ED 424) to the
Application Control Center after
following these steps:

(1) Print ED 424 from the e-
Application system.

(2) The institution’s Authorizing
Representative must sign this form.

(3) Place the PR/Award number in the
upper right hand corner of the hard
copy signature page of the ED 424.

(4) Fax the signed ED 424 to the
Application Control Center at (202)
260-1349.

* We may request that you give us
original signatures on all other forms at
a later date.

* Closing Date Extension in Case of
System Unavailability: If you elect to
participate in the e-Application pilot for
the Title III, Part A Programs and you
are prevented from submitting your
application on the closing date because

the e-Application system is unavailable,
we will grant you an extension of one
business day in order to transmit your
application electronically, by mail, or by
hand delivery. For us to grant this
extension—

(1) You must be a registered user of
e-Application, and have initiated an e-
Application for this competition; and

(2)(a) The e-Application system must
be unavailable for 60 minutes or more
between the hours of 8:30 and 3:30 p.m.,
Washington, DC time, on the deadline
date; or

(b) The e-Application system must be
unavailable for any period of time
during the last hour of operation (that is,
for any period of time between 3:30 and
4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time) on the
deadline date. The Department must
acknowledge and confirm these periods
of unavailability before granting you an
extension. To request this extension you
must contact either (1) the person listed
elsewhere in this notice under For
Applications and Further Information
Contact or (2) the e-GRANTS help desk
at 1-888-336-8930.

You may access the electronic grant
application for the Title III, Part A
Programs at: http://e-grants.ed.gov

We have included additional
information about the e-Application
pilot project (see Parity Guidelines
between Paper and Electronic
Applications) in the application
package.

For Applications and Further
Information Contact: Darlene B. Collins,
U.S. Department of Education, 1990 K
Street, NW, 6th Floor, Washington, DC
20006-8513. Telephone: (202) 502-7777
or via Internet: darlene.collins@ed.gov

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain this document in an alternative
format (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, or computer diskette) on
request to the program contact person
listed under For Applications and
Further Information Contact.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain a copy of the application package
in an alternative format by contacting
that person. However, the Department is
not able to reproduce in an alternative
format the standard forms included in
the application package.

Electronic Access to This Document

You may view this document, as well
as all other Department of Education
documents published in the Federal
Register, in text or Adobe Portable
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet

at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister

To use PDF you must have Adobe
Acrobat Reader, which is available free
at this site. If you have questions about
using PDF, call the U.S. Government
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1—
888—293-6498; or in the Washington,
DC, area at (202) 512—1530.

Note: The official version of this document
is the document published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1057-1059d.

Dated: January 28, 2003.
Sally L. Stroup,

Assistant Secretary, Office of Postsecondary
Education.

[FR Doc. 03—2347 Filed 1-30-03; 8:45 am]
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National Committee on Foreign
Medical Education and Accreditation;
Meeting

AGENCY: National Committee on Foreign
Medical Education and Accreditation,
Department of Education.

What Is the Purpose of This Notice?

The purpose of this notice is to
announce the upcoming meeting of the
National Committee on Foreign Medical
Education and Accreditation. Parts of
this meeting will be open to the public,
and the public is invited to attend those
portions.

When and Where Will the Meeting
Take Place?

We will hold the public meeting on
March 13, 2003 beginning at 9:30 a.m.
in Plaza C at The Ritz-Carlton Hotel at
Pentagon City, 1250 South Hayes Street,
Arlington, VA 22202. You may call the
hotel at (703) 415—5000 or fax the hotel
at (703) 415-5061 to inquire about room
accommodations.

What Assistance Will Be Provided to
Individuals With Disabilities?

The meeting site is accessible to
individuals with disabilities. If you will
need an auxiliary aid or service to
participate in the meeting (e.g.,
interpreting service, assistive listening
device, or materials in an alternate
format) notify the contact person listed
in this notice at least two weeks before
the scheduled meeting date. Although
we will attempt to meet a request
received after that date, we may not be
able to make available the requested



