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Guide to Some Trawl-Caught Marine Fishes
From Maine to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina

DONALD D. FLESCHER!

ABSTRACT

Fishes covered are those regularly caught during trawling operations. Similar shaped fishes are
grouped together. On each page the written keys are connected by lines to the fish illustrations; conse-
quently, technical terms in the keys are illustrated as they are used. Notes on the size and range of

each fish are included.

INTRODUCTION

This guide is designed for the quick identification of
trawl caught fishes under sometimes difficult field condi-
tions. The species that are included are abundant in bot-
tom trawl catches of National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) research cruises on the continental shelf. These
cruises cover the area slightly northeast of the Gulf of
Maine to Cape Hatteras, N.C., from about 5 to 200
fathoms. Estuaries are not included.

Fishes with similar characteristics are grouped
together even though they may not be related. When
identifying a fish, if you cannot decide on which page to
begin after leafing through the guide, you can use the in-
troductory key on pages 3 to 7. The keys are for identify-
ing adult fishes. The body proportions of immature fishes
may be quite different, and some body parts may not
have developed yet.

A geographical range is given for each species. This is
the total area over which it has been found. It may be ex-
pected to be abundant within a small area of this range.

Many species occur quite frequently in NMFS trawl
catches but are not considered to be abundant. These
species are omitted in order to keep the guide small.
Therefore any fish that does not exactly fit the key char-
acteristics or that looks different from the majority of the
individuals can be preserved (10% Formalin or full
strength alcohol works well) or frozen for later identifi-

'"Northeast Fisheries Center Woods Hole Laboratory, National Marine
Fisheries Service, NOAA, Woods Hole, MA 02543,

cation. The reader is referred to the following texts for a
more extensive coverage of the fishes:

“Field Book of Marine Fishes of the Atlantic Coast” by
Charles M. Breder, Jr. 1948. G. P. Putnam’s Sons,
332 p. This book also includes the estuarine species as
well as those whose center of abundance is south of Cape
Hatteras. It is pocket-sized, which is helpful for in-the-
field use.

“Fishes of the Gulf of Maine” by Henry Bigelow and
William Schroeder. 1953. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, Fishery Bulletin, vol. 53, 577 p. [Available as a
reprint from the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Har-
vard University, Cambridge, MA 02138.] It includes
not only the usual fishes of the Gulf of Maine and
Georges Bank but all that have ever strayed into that
area. Extensive information is given on the biology and
economics of each species.

“Fishes of Chesapeake Bay” by Samuel Hildebrand
and William Schroeder. 1928. Bulletin of the U.S.
Bureau of Fisheries, 43(1): 1-366. [A 1972 reprint is
available from T. F. H. Publications, Inc., Neptune, NJ
07753.] Although about 50 years old, this publication
gives good coverage of the biology and economic impor-
tance of each species. The T. F. H. Publications reprint
brings the scientific names up to date.

“Fishes of the Atlantic Coast of Canada” by A. H.
Leim and W. B. Scott. 1966. Fisheries Research
Board of Canada, Bulletin 155, 485 p. It covers the
fishes found between the Gulf of Maine and Labrador out
to 1,000 fathoms.
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ERRATA

NOAA Technical Report NMFS' Circular 428: Morphological Comparisons of North
American Sea Bass Larvae (Pisces: Serranidae), by Arthur W. Kendall, Jr,

Page 7, Figure 6d is incorrect. See correct Figure 6d below.




