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Executive Session of this meeting to the
public. In accordance with 5 U.S.C.
App. 2, section 10(d), the Secretary of
the Navy has determined in writing that
the special committee meeting shall be
partially closed to the public because
they will be concerned with matters as
outlined in sections 552(b)(2), (5), (6),
and (7) of title 5, U.S.C. This meeting
was originally scheduled for March 5,
2001, and public notice was published
on March 2, 2001 (66 FR 13062). Due to
administrative constraints, notice of
cancellation of the March 2, 2001,
meeting could not be provided prior to
the meeting.

Dated: March 23, 2001.
J.L. Roth,
Lieutenant Commander, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, Federal Register
Liaison Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–8012 Filed 3–30–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810–FF–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

[CFDA No. 84.116J]

Fund for the Improvement of
Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)—
Special Focus Competition: European
Community-United States of America
Cooperation Program in Higher
Education and Vocational Education
and Training; Notice Inviting
Applications for New Awards for Fiscal
Year (FY) 2001

Purpose of Program: To provide
grants or enter into cooperative
agreements to improve postsecondary
education opportunities by focusing on
problem areas or improvement
approaches in postsecondary education.

Eligible Applicants: Institutions of
higher education and vocational
education and training or combinations
of institutions and other public and
private nonprofit educational
institutions and agencies.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: May 29, 2001.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: July 30, 2001.

Applications Available: April 2, 2001.
Available Funds: $840,000 in fiscal

year 2001; $2,370,000 over three years.
Estimated Range of Awards: $25,000–

$200,000 total for up to three years.
Estimated Average Size of Awards:

$25,000 for one-year preparatory
projects; $50,000 per year for one- or
two-year complementary activities
projects; $50,000 for year one of a three-
year consortia implementation project,
with a $200,000 three-year total.

Estimated Number of Awards: 10–15.
Note: The Department is not bound by any

estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 36 months.
Applicable Regulations: The

Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR Parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 85,
86, 97, 98, and 99.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Special Focus Competition, we will
award grants or enter into cooperative
agreements that focus on problem areas
or improvement approaches in
postsecondary education. We have
included an invitational priority to
encourage proposals designed to
support the formation of educational
consortia of institutions and
organizations in the U.S. and the
European Union to encourage
cooperation in the coordination of
curricula, the exchange of students and
the opening of educational
opportunities between the U.S. and the
European Union. The invitational
priority is issued in cooperation with
the European Union. European
institutions participating in any
consortium proposal responding to the
invitational priority may apply to the
European Commission’s Directorate
General for Education and Culture for
additional funding under a separate
European competition.

Priority

Invitational Priority

The Secretary is particularly
interested in applications that meet the
following invitational priority.
However, an application that meets this
invitational priority does not receive
competitive or absolute preference over
other applications (34 CFR 75.105(c)(1)).

Invitational Priority: Projects that
support consortia of institutions of
higher education and vocational
education and training to promote
institutional cooperation and student
mobility between the United States and
the Member States of the European
Union.

Methods for Applying Selection
Criteria: The Secretary gives equal
weight to the listed criteria. Within each
of the criteria, the Secretary gives equal
weight to each of the factors.

Selection Criteria: In evaluating
applications for grants under this
program competition, the Secretary uses
the following selection criteria chosen
from those listed in 34 CFR 75.210.

1. The significance of the proposed
project, as determined by—

a. The extent to which the proposed
project involves the development or
demonstration of promising new
strategies that build on, or are
alternatives to, existing strategies;

b. The likely utility of the products
(such as information, materials,
processes, or techniques) that will result
from the proposed project, including the
potential for their being used in a
variety of other settings; and

c. The importance or magnitude of the
results or outcomes likely to be attained
by the proposed project, especially
improvements in teaching and student
achievement.

2. The quality of the design of the
proposed project, as determined by—

a. The extent to which the goals,
objectives, and outcomes to be achieved
by the proposed project are clearly
specified and measurable; and

b. The extent to which the design of
the proposed project is appropriate to,
and will successfully address, the needs
of the target population or other
identified needs.

3. The adequacy of resources, as
determined by—

a. The extent to which the costs are
reasonable in relation to the objectives,
design, and potential significance of the
proposed project;

b. The potential for continued support
of the project after Federal funding
ends, including, as appropriate, the
demonstrated commitment of
appropriate entities to such support;
and

c. The relevance and demonstrated
commitment of each partner in the
proposed project to the implementation
and success of the project.

For Applications Contact: Education
Publications Center (ED Pubs), P.O. Box
1398, Jessup, MD 20794–1398,
Telephone (toll free) 1–877–433–7827,
fax (301) 470–1244. If you use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD), you may call (toll free) 1–877–
576–7734.

You may also contact ED Pubs at its
web site: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/
edpubs.html.

Or you may contact ED Pubs at its e-
mail address: edpubs@inet.ed.gov.

If you request an application from Ed
Pubs, be sure to identify this
competition as follows: CFDA number
84.116J.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Beverly Baker, U.S. Department of
Education, 1990 K Street, NW., room
8034, Washington, DC 20006–8544,
Telephone 202–502–7500.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call
the Federal Information Relay Service
(FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339.

Individuals with disabilities may
obtain this document in an alternative
format (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, or computer diskette) on
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request to the contact person listed
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT. Individuals with disabilities
may obtain a copy of the application
package in an alternative format, also,
by contacting that person. However, the
Department is not able to reproduce in
an alternative format the standard forms
included in the application package.

Electronic Access to This Document

You may view this document, as well
as all other Department of Education
documents published in the Federal
Register, in text or Adobe Portable
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet
at either of the following sites: http://
ocfo.ed.gov/fedreg.htm; or http://
www.ed.gov/news.html.

To use PDF you must have the Adobe
Acrobat Reader which is available free
at either of the previous sites. If you
have questions about using PDF, call the
U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO),
toll free, at 1–888–293–6498; or in
Washington, DC at (202) 512–1530.

Note: The official version of a document is
the document as published in the Federal
Register. Free Internet access to the official
edition of the Federal Register and the Code
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1135–1135a–
3.

Dated: March 19, 2001.

Maureen McLaughlin,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy,
Planning, and Innovation, Office of
Postsecondary Education.
[FR Doc. 01–7124 Filed 3–30–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity
(National Advisory Committee);
Meeting

AGENCY: National Advisory Committee
on Institutional Quality and Integrity,
Department of Education.

What Is the Purpose of This Notice?

The purpose of this notice is to
announce the public meeting of the
National Advisory Committee and invite
third-party oral presentations before the
Committee. This notice also presents the
proposed agenda and informs the public
of its opportunity to attend this meeting.
The notice of this meeting is required
under section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act.

When and Where Will the Meeting
Take Place?

We will hold the public meeting on
May 23, 2001 from 9:30 a.m. until 6
p.m., on May 24, 2001 from 9 a.m. until
6 p.m., and on May 25, 2001 from 8:30
a.m. until noon at the Ritz Carlton Hotel
at Pentagon City, 1250 South Hayes
Street, Arlington, Virginia 22202. You
may call the hotel on (703) 415–5000 to
inquire about rooms.

What Access Does the Hotel Provide for
Individuals With Disabilities?

The meeting site is accessible to
individuals with disabilities. If you will
need an auxiliary aid or service to
participate in the meeting (e.g.,
interpreting service, assistive listening
device, or materials in an alternate
format), notify the contact person listed
in this notice at least two weeks before
the scheduled meeting date. Although
we will attempt to meet a request
received after that date, we may not be
able to make available the requested
auxiliary aid or service because of
insufficient time to arrange it.

Who Is the Contact Person for the
Meeting?

Please contact Ms. Bonnie LeBold,
Executive Director of the National
Advisory Committee on Institutional
Quality and Integrity, if you have
questions about the meeting. You may
contact her at the U.S. Department of
Education, Room 7007—MS 7592, 1990
K St., NW., Washington, DC 20006,
telephone: (202) 219–7009, fax: (202)
219–7008, e-mail:
Bonnie_LeBold@ed.gov. Individuals
who use a telecommunications device
for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal
Information Relay Service at 1–800–
877–8339.

What Is the Authority for the National
Advisory Committee?

The National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity is
established under section 114 of the
Higher Education Act (HEA) as
amended, 20 U.S.C. 1011c.

What Are the Functions of the National
Advisory Committee?

The Committee advises the Secretary
of Education about:

• The establishment and enforcement
of the criteria for recognition of
accrediting agencies or associations
under subpart 2 of part H of Title IV,
HEA.

• The recognition of specific
accrediting agencies or associations.

• The preparation and publication of
the list of nationally recognized
accrediting agencies and associations.

• The eligibility and certification
process for institutions of higher
education under Title IV, HEA.

• The development of standards and
criteria for specific categories of
vocational training institutions and
institutions of higher education for
which there are no recognized
accrediting agencies, associations, or
State agencies in order to establish the
interim eligibility of those institutions
to participate in Federally funded
programs.

• The relationship between: (1)
Accreditation of institutions of higher
education and the certification and
eligibility of such institutions, and (2)
State licensing responsibilities with
respect to such institutions.

• Any other advisory functions
relating to accreditation and
institutional eligibility that the
Secretary may prescribe.

What Items Will Be on the Agenda for
Discussion at the Meeting?

Agenda topics will include a panel
discussion by higher education
representatives on transfer of credit
issues, the review of agencies that have
submitted petitions for initial
recognition or renewal of recognition,
the review of agencies that have
submitted interim reports, and the
review of a Federal agency seeking
degree-granting authority.

What Agencies Will the Advisory
Committee Review at the Meeting?

The Advisory Committee will review
the following agencies during its May
23–25, 2001 meeting.

Nationally Recognized Accrediting
Agencies

Petition for Initial Recognition
1. Teacher Education Accreditation

Council (Requested scope of
recognition: The accreditation of
professional education programs in
institutions offering baccalaureate and
graduate degrees for the preparation of
teachers and other professional
personnel for elementary and secondary
schools)

Petitions for Renewal of Recognition
1. Accrediting Council for

Independent Colleges and Schools
(Requested scope of recognition: The
accreditation of private postsecondary
institutions offering business and
business-related programs and the
accreditation and preaccreditation
(‘‘Recognized Candidate’’) of junior and
senior colleges of business (including
senior colleges with master’s degree
programs), as well as independent,
freestanding institutions offering only
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