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Poe Invents the

Modern Detective Story

What do Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot, and C. Auguste
Dupin all have in common? Edgar A. Poe.

In 1841, Poe invented the modern detective  again in The Purloined Letter and The Mys-

story with his The Murders in the Rue tery of Marie Roget. He is the predecessor of
Morgue. In this story, Poe presents an intelli-  Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes and
gent but eccentric detective (C. Auguste Agatha Christie's Hercule Poirot.

Dupin) who solves crimes through a process ~ These famous detectives can trace their

of rational thinking. Poe calls this process ancestry back to Poe's Dupin and his skills of
"ratiocination.” This first detective appears ratiocination.
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