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UNIFORMITY DIVERSITY



UNIFORMITY DIVERSITY
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Regional Differences in Attitudes Toward Fire



A shifting mosaic…
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Mating displays Feeding, brooding & loafing Nesting & escape cover

2008 BURN 2007 BURN 2006 BURN

Greater Prairie-Chicken



2008 BURN 2007 BURN 2006 BURN

┌ Patrolling, nectaring, resting, shade, moisture ┐

┌ Oviposition, diapause, next year’s violet abundance ┐

Regal Fritillary



Warm season grazing Winter forage, loafing Cover, calving

2008 BURN 2007 BURN 2006 BURN

Year-Round Cow/Calf



FIRE GRAZING



NATIVE FLORA

Butterflies & moths

Other insectsAmphibians

Reptiles

Mammals

Birds



YEARLING STOCKER CATTLE 
PERFORMANCE

(Intensive Early Stocking)
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PBG is for the birds



1.0%

1.1%

1.3%

1.5%

1.8%

2.2%

3.1%

5.4%

8.7%

14.9%

21.1%

29.7%

Frequency in 
HRRI surveys

Decline in North 
America since 1966Top 12 Species

-96%Henslow’s sparrow12

American crow11

Barn swallow10

Common nighthawk9

-82%Northern bobwhite quail8

-78%Greater prairie chicken7

Red-winged blackbird6

Brown-headed cowbird5

Upland sandpiper4

Dickcissel3

-65%Grasshopper sparrow2

-72%Eastern meadowlark1





Burning

Tree removalNeighbors

Stocking rates

Burn timing
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Funding/Technical Assistance

Cost-share 
grant

Dept. of the Interior, Private 
Stewardship Grant Program

Invasive tree removal, forb 
reseeding, monitoring, 
invasive plant management

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

The Nature Conservancy

USDA Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education Producer 
Grant

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Partners Program, 
Wildlife Extension Agreement

Provider

Technical 
assistance

Mapping; conservation plan; 
soil, range site and AUM 
inventory

Technical 
assistance

Patch-burn grazing plan and 
monitoring

Cost-share 
grant

Personnel, reseeding, photo 
point supplies and processing

Cost-share 
grant

Invasive tree removal, interior 
fence removal and partial 
funding of reseeding projects

TypeProgram Component







Dynamic systems require an 
experimental attitude…

What happens if you change your 
bottom line?



Dynamic systems require an 
experimental attitude…

Will your practices still be 
sustainable a century from now?



QUESTIONS


