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AVERAGE SCHEDULE NETWORK USAGE ESTIMATES
Dial Equipment Minutes (DEM) data were reported in aggregate by NECA for companies settling on an average schedule basis as of December 1998.  According to the Commission's filing requirement, the average schedule data in the Network Usage filing reflects the year-end status of a population that changes from year to year.

To develop average schedule estimates for the network usage DEM reports, NECA computed ratios of cost company local, state and interstate dial equipment minutes to the total Interstate Access Minutes of Use (AMOU) of cost companies participating in the NECA pool, as of December 1998.  To develop DEM on an aggregate level for average schedule companies, the total Interstate AMOU of average schedule companies, as of December 1998, were then divided by the DEM minute ratios for each jurisdiction.  NECA used cost company data because these data are products of cost separations studies that average schedule companies do not perform.

The average Interstate DEM factor was calculated by dividing the total cost population unweighted interstate DEM minutes by total cost population unweighted total DEM minutes.  The average weighted DEM factor was computed by multiplying the Interstate DEM factor by a DEM weighting factor of 2.35.  This DEM weighting factor is the weighted average of DEM weights corresponding to access line data reported to the NECA Average Schedule pooling process for the average month of 1998. 

