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BLM starts sagebrush treatments Sept. 15 south of Bloomfield

— The Daily Times—

FARMINGTON — Beginning
Sept. 15 and continuing into the first
week of October, the Bureaun of
Land Management plans to thin up
to 3(,000 acres of sagebrush in the
checkerboard area South of Bloom-
field. Treatments will occur on
BLM piblic lands and Navajo-tribal

and Navajp Indian allotment lands.

where sagébrush densities have sur-

assed- historic, natwrally occurring
evels. '

“Reduciag the density of sage-
brush will result

in an increase of For more
native grasses, | infoimation, call
forbs and other Bitl Papich,
hetbaceous vege- | BLMFamington
tation," said Jeff { Feld Office,

Tafoya, a range-
fand management
specialist. for. the: Farmington Field
‘Office. "0Qur goal.is to improve
species diversityWhich will benefit
wildlife. Rangeland ‘and the water-
shed also will benefit.”

A yellow airplane will drop
tebuihiuron peltets on sagebrush.
Tebuthiuron 1s a soil-activated herbi-
cide thar inhibits photosynthesis. Al
the tate of application planned, the

{905) 599834, paginning Sept. 15, the BLM will use
thin 31,000 acres of sagebrush south of Bloomfleld.

cheinical will have no impact on
grasses and forbs. Becauvse (he
chernical is applied in pellel form, it
will not drift from treated areas.
Whea (he pellets bzcorme moist they
are absorbed into the ground and
into the plants' roots, even(ually
killing the sagebrush The pellets

Couttesy Bill Papich for The Darly Times
tebuthiuron pellets, seen hers, to

will not be drepped near waterways.

Tebuthiuron has béen uged 1o
control sagebrush since the 1980s
and the benefits of its application are
well documented. The BLM's goal
is control of sagebrush, not eradica-
tion, Tafoya said. The exclusion of
tire from sagebrush-grassland

ecosystems has resulted in the
removal of a natural control sysiem
for sagebrush.

The BLM has conducted exten-
sive consultaiion with Navajo
Nation chapters in the treatment
areas and with individual chapier
members who graze livestock and
reside in the areas. The chapters are
Counselor, Nageezi, Huerfano and
Pucblo Pintado.

These efforts are part of a larger
effort to restore londscapes to
healthy ecnlogical conditions across
New Mexico. The BLM passed the
750 ,000-acre mark this suminer for
acres restored since 2005 undef its
“Restore New Mexico™ iniiiafive
add is nearing a once unheard-of
goal to reclaim a million acres.of
land in the Land of Enchantment by
2010. o

In the San Jean Basin; the BIM
also is closing and.1€habilitating
unneeded or redundant roads to
improve habitat for-deer, elk, ante-
Jope and other wildlife;-and decrease
erosion and runoff from roads-on
public lands. Near Taos, the BLM'is
shaving patches of dense sagebrush
oi public Jands each winter, creating
rich grass-sage mosaics for wildlife.
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