
Florida’s Wildlife Tourists Get Dolphin Smart Kansas City infoZine News I USA

Kansas City
S

Grea er Wengag CItY s Uge,i.DrSven Newt Source
Zine Since 2990

Page 1 of2

Home Arts Business Community Computer Education Environment Family Features Food Health Jobs National Pets Politics Science Sports Travel World RSS

Coenent User Guest Add your oews directly to the infoZine web site login or create 1mw ueet accwnt Tuesday, February 10, 2559

da$mates.com

0 I graduated in...
- ie

DoipIdnSwlmHawwi
Swim with Dolphins itt their natural enoironmerd
Expenenca the magic.
*500 conlightonwatar cam

theim with th. Dolphtee
Tour the Dolphin Reeearch Center tn Key West & swim
with the dolphins
unron grayline corn

SwlmmtngWilb Dolphin;
Looking for Swimming WOh Dolphins? Compare mutiple
retailers &
crnmn myzaakcom

Mi;rnlDolphin&:flekai.
Boy Dolphins Tidiete at StubHub 50 Yard line?

EodZone? You Choose!
wow StubHub n.m

Ad. by GooIr

Source: Whale and Dolphin ConservatIon Society thornh Acrrerl a

2 10 2009

Find your oLd high schooL

I l..SercI.vI

Topics Tranat

AstsbyGeogla PinLDolphins Absuti2oiphins BabyDolphins DolpbtnJees

- Floridas Wildlife Tourists Get Dolphin Smart
-

------ ARCHIVE:: esday une 1 57 <<<<<0 Staff infoZine
-- —- — A new program called Dolphin SMART, has been introduced in Florida to

allow tourists to choose a responsible wildlife tour operator, and to protect
Trenniete ,nfoZ:rre -

- —- — — wild bottlenose dolphins in the Florida Keys. The Dolphin SMART scheme lets

IRecent Visitors visitors to the Florida Keys check if tour boat operators behave responsibly
IORSIlflBtdrs000LBluOS areund the marine mammals when choosing which company to use.
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Newsw,se . iniozine The Flonda Keys
National Marine Sanctuary, in
partnership with WDCS, the Whale and
Dolphin Conservation Society, the
National Marine Fisheries Service,
NOAA’s National Marine Sanctuary
Program and the Dolphin Ecology
Project have launched the programme
to promote responsible dolphin
watching and try to reduce the impact
of tourism on Florida’s wild dolphins,
within the popular Florida Keys area.

The acronym SMART stands for:
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Stay at least 5Oyds from dolphins,
Move away cautiously if dolphins show signs of disturbance,
Always put your engine in neutral when dolphins are near,
Refrain from feeding, touching, or swimming-with wild dolphins, and
Teach others to be Dolphin SMART!

WDCS Dolphin SMART Programme officer, Courtney Vail said, “The Dolphin SMART
programme will hopefully prove an incredible success for everyone working to protect
Florida’s unique wild bottlenose dolphins. Responsible dolphin watching is a ‘win-win’
situation which means that both boat operators and tourists can benefit from incredible
encounters with wild dolphins in their natural habitat, for years to come!”

Operators certified as Dolphin SMART under the scheme have demonstrated a
commitment to the protection of Florida’s wild dolphins and to educating the public
about the animals. One of the key messages of the scheme is to remind tourists not to
try to ‘swim with’, touch or feed the animals.

Courtney continued, “Interacting too closely with these wild animals can disturb them to
the point where they no longer carry out natural behaviours like nursing, breeding and
resting, and may even drive the whole group away from critical habitats, like the Florida
Keys.”

Tourists visiting the Florida Keys and wanting to see the wild dolphins can be sure the
operator they choose is Dolphin SMART by looking for a current year flag or sticker.

The programme also includes vital research into the effects of tour boats on the dolphin
residents. Researchers with the Dolphin Ecology Project collect information on individual
dolphin identification, population numbers and animal behavior around tour boats. It is
hoped that the research will help to assess the success of Dolphin SMART and to ensure
that Key West’s wild dolphins continue to thrive.
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15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Wild dolphin watching has become hugely popular with tourists throughout the world
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 where responsible tour operators provide their passengers with an opportunity to learn

----—

—- about dolphins by viewing them in their natural environment. The clear, shallow waters
of Key West, Florida, where a handful of the resident bottlenose dolphins frequent a
small area of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, has become a prime location
for dolphin watching in the United States.
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