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Body found at Ocean lk

KEY WEST. A wotnrhecktng the
undo of Ocean Walk Apartments on

Sunday morning found he body of 22-year
old Domingo Brito. a resident of he apart
ment cnmpteL

Officers respondiog to the V.44 ant rail
found Odin wedged troder some type of gate
or door leading to the rootofose of the apart
ment buildings. suid Cisratie Phillips. spokes
woman for the Key West Police Depanment

“It looks occidental. like he wan trying to get
to the rnof. Phillips raid. It looks like hr war
trying to squeeze through and hts ainvay was
cut off.”

The medical examiner will perform an
autopsy to detennine the caase of death, she
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r.r KY WEST — A federal ngeocy is launching a program
that would recognize and promote eco-tour operators ——

L who conduct responsible dolphin watching trips off the -

florida Keys.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administrations

DnlphinShiAttTprogzam will kick off with an introductory meet
ingfrow7 to 050 p.m.Tuesdayat the florida Keys Eco-Dtscosety
Center at the Troman Waterfront. The meeting wril after the
opportunity to learn about program requiremerts hess shout
incentivea for participation, preview the Dolphin SMART logo
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Health fair to offer free and low-cost exams
07 MUSSY 55115 punt stay or emergency roam visit Hechtman. a second-year medical
baa,, Stan PievenSon screenings are a aviary student toh tsvtt he wnnngtng the

most of those 7,000 people cannot depress ooscceenotgstottonSaturday
KEYWEST Skiocaocer.dishetes afford. otkeyWeutllighsclmo

nod high cholesterol ace not poptdac University of Miawi’a MullecSchonl Aoadoble tests mdode skin can-
weekend topics, hut early detection af Medicine once again is sponsor- cc, screenings, blood ducose. hteaut
and treatment can sates lifetime of ing a free florida Keys Health Fain zooms, pap swoon pmstate screen.
weekends, sad tenting can be costly. on Saturday to pmmote prevention ings, vision and cholesterol tents.

MoomeCauntystattsticsshowthat and awareness olsileofferiogmedical Most services are perfoorted at no
l7.um Keys residents 0450 bane jobs students hands-on eaperience with charge for anyone interested regand
do not have health insurance. Those pa tienis and testing pmcedures less of their ability to pay.
residents have difficulty paying for “Its a lesming experience for as. A Sf fee will he charged for pap
antibiotics to treat a strep throat, sod a commasity service for people
and shudder at the thought of a has- in the arean we serve,” said lactpo Saa HEALTH P.M IA

Heritage House and Museum to open up for more events

KEY WflSr—rane works the ddference hetweeo
a living mom and a museum. and 173 years have
passed since the fent guests were welcomed into
the formal drawing moats and outdoor patio sf410
Caroline St

Back then. the lovescat mass piece of sturdy
fumiture. climbed
uponhyyoang ONI1IEWOSt
childnen quickly Far nor. Asarm.ass.5bAsw.

ceprimandrd. not htaroa.sniaaan.st5.

a delicate anttqoe
hearing a ntgs worning visitors to keep off. The
two-piece telephone onawooden desk usa the si. tanyg roam cad slk.e IMAUr .55.5 at lila H.aIUM tt.a.. .n
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KEYWEST Apwposalfor
the city to team Southuad Street
fmm the Twman Annex Master
Propeny Owner’s Assaciation
appears to have fallen on dent

Tom Tuhey, president of the
Truman tones Master Propetty
Owner’s Aaoociatioo ITAMPOAI,
gave City Cnmmisnioncr Bill
Verge o proposal that Tukey raid
would resolve the debate about
who owns and regulates the
section of Sauthard Street Ant
was through the Truman Mom
neighborhood.

Tukey requested that Verge
onk for a closed session meeting
with his fellow commissioners
nod City Attorney Shosso Stnith
to consider the proposal, which
in effect concedes ownership of
the street to TAMPOA. The plan
calls for TAMPOA to maintain
two-way public access to the
street in eoclsange foc the city
paying a 020.000 annual tense for
30 years. Verge said. He bmught
the proposal to Ssrith sarI the
two decided not to holds special
meeting because the pmpnsal
was not in the heat interest of the
city, said Verge.

Theprnponai was anattesnpt to
set de a lawsuit TAldPOAhnu filed
sgainst the city over Soothoad
Stews and ends legal deposition
proreon that has spanned several
we

We wont a traffic antatian
that in fair to us and to the city,”
Tokey said

TAMPOA is suing the city
to enforce a 2000 agreement
the presloun City Cnmmission
approved that had the cttygiving
up alt rights to Sauthard Street.
The current City Commission
declined to enforce the agree.
ment or approve truffle plans
that would reroute traffic away
from Southard Street and into
neighboring Bahama tIdfsge.

The latest round of legal
maneuvers in the case has
prompted subpoenas to 30
people who city officials say
areaslikely to have insight on
the Southard Stceet ownership

Among those subpoenaed
are Historic Tours of America
fousderand developer Ed Swift
Bahama Village Consortium
member B b Kelly. Navy
spakesmos lint Brooks, local
attorney Hugh Morgan and a
Citloen newspaper reporter and
photographer

Nanz of thert test many has
any beartng n who owns the
street,” Smith nstd “They ace
just trying to nfuse the case.”

The debste sparked s con.
frontattan to September. when
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Super Bowl matchup set — Page lB

Crist to push Congress to live up to Everglades pledge — P e 3A
Monday Janoaty 22 2007 . Vol. 131 4 No, 17 4 16 pages 50 Cents

Annex
offers
street
for rent
LawBuit continues
over Southard access
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New NOAA program promotes
responsible dolphin tours
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Earthquake rattles Indonesia
MiNA 0. Indonesia. An earthquake with

a preltwinary magnitude of 7.3 shook build
ings for sevr.rsl minutes in northrastern
Indonesia Sunday nod caused minor dam.
age. the 11.5. Geological Survey and ant

There were no immediate repnctnofcaso
olties or o tsvnami after the underwat
tremor off the eastern cowl of Sulnweu
island. Page BA

Serbs vote to determine future

B BADE. Sethiw Seths voted Sunday in
parS sissy elections that could determine
whether the tmuhted Balkan nation will con
tinue with pw.Westero reform or return to
nationalist past. Pap 0*
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New NOAA program promotes
responsible dolphin tours

BY TIMOTHY OHARA

Citizen Staff

KEY WEST — A federal agency is launching a program that would
recognize and promote eco-tour operators who conduct
responsible dolphin watching trips off the Florida Keys:

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Dolphin
SMART program will kick off with an introductory meeting from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Florida Keys Eco-Discovery Center at the
Truman Waterfront. The meeting will offer the opportunity to learn
about program requirements, hear about incentives for
participation, preview the Dolphin SMART logo, and sign up for the
first Dolphin SMART training. The program is entirely voluntary.
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Editorials “No permits will be issued,” said Chéva Heck, spokeswoinan for
Commentary the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, which is part of
Letters to the Editor NOAA. “This is about building public awareness.”
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The program sets a series of criteria for eco-tour boats to follow
that promote responsible viewing of wild dolphins and prevent
harassment, Heck said. The acronym SMART signifies the basic
principles of viewing etiquette: stay at least 50 yards away; move
away slowly if the dolphins shows signs of disturbance; always put
the vessel engine in neutral; refrain from swimming with, touching
or feeding wild dolphins; and teach others to follow these practices,
Heck said. The program could serve as a national model.

Operators who participate will be given an annual Dolphin SMART
sticker and flag for their boats. Operators must go through a
renewal process each year, said Celeste Weimer, Dolphin SMART
program coordinator.

Weimer will start training classes in February and conduct
on-board inspections and reviews in March. There are between 25
to 30 dolphin watching boats in Key West.
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The rise in the number of dolphin watching boats since the late
1 990s caused concern among some conservationists and charter
operators. Allegations of dolphin harassment were made in
Panama City in the 1 990s, when some eco-tour operators were
accused of feeding and chasing dolphins to give tourists a closer
look.

NOAA also will help provide booking agents and concierge
services for Dolphin SMART operators. NOAA is also creating a
Dolphin SMART Web page.

“Dolphin SMART recognizes that tour operators and their
customers share our concern for ensuring that wild dolphin
populations in the Florida Keys National Marine continue to thrive,”
sanctuary Superintendent Dave Score said. “We’re pleased to join
with our partners to launch a program that recognizes businesses
for conducting their tours responsibly and helps visitors make an
informed choice when booking a dolphin trip.”

The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society and the Dolphin
Ecology Project teamed up to establish the program, with partial
funding from Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution. For more
information on Dolphin SMART, contact Weimer at 305-743.2437,
ext. 22.

tohara@keysnews.com
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