


FWS Checklist 
for the Interagency Fire Management Plan Template

	Name of Plan Reviewed and Review Date:



	Plan Reviewer(s) Name and Phone Number:


	Reviewer(s) Email:



	Refuges in Complex (if applicable):



	Refuge Reviewer(s) Name and Phone Number:


	Reviewer(s) Email:




Please Note:

Putting a check mark in the “Check” section means that a portion of your old plan corresponds to the sections in the new interagency template.  In the “Notes/Comments” section, describe which section of the old plan corresponds to the new template and include other comments that the evaluator deems necessary for that section.  

Any sections that are left blank will need to be completed to comply with the new template.

	Check
	Section
	Section Content
	Notes/Comments

	Chapter 1.  Introduction

	
	1.a
	State the reasons for developing the FMP
	

	
	1.b
	General description
	

	
	
	· location (a vicinity map and a map of the FMP area)
	

	
	
	· total acres
	

	
	
	· land ownership of surrounding lands and/or in-holdings
	

	
	
	· acres within acquisition boundaries in non-FWS ownership
	

	
	
	· agencies involved
	

	
	
	· FWS units included in the FMP
	

	
	
	· mission or direction for the lands in the FMP
	

	
	
	· special land management designations
	

	
	
	· significant values to protect
	

	Chapter 2.  Policy, Land Management Planning, and Partnerships

	
	2.1
	Fire Policy
	

	
	2.1.a
	List and summarize how the FMP meets the national interagency, departmental, and agency policies:
	

	
	
	· Federal Wildland Fire Policy
	

	
	
	· National Fire Plan
	

	
	
	· Department of Interior (DOI) Policy  
(This FMP meets DOI policy found in 620 DM 1 (620 DM2 for Alaska) by making full use of wildland fire as a natural process and as a tool in the planning process.)
	

	
	
	· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Policy 
(By addressing the range of potential wildland fires and considering a full spectrum of tactical options (from monitoring to intensive management actions) for appropriate management response (AMR) in order to meet Fire Management Unit (FMU) objectives, this FMP meets Service wildland fire policy, and is consistent with the Service Fire Management Handbook and the Interagency Standards for Fire and Fire Aviation Operations, which are supplemental policy.)
	

	
	2.1.b
	List FWS unit-specific policies related to fire management (e.g., CFRs) and how your FMP meets this.
	

	
	2.2
	Land / Resource Management Planning
(List FWS and other agency land management documents that establish goals, objectives, standards, guidelines, desired future conditions, and constraints detailed in Ch 3.  List compliance for NEPA/ESA/NHPA/ARPA.)
	

	
	2.3
	Fire Management Partnerships
	

	Chapter 3.  Fire Management Unit Characteristics

	
	3.1
	Area-wide Management Considerations


	

	
	3.1.a
	List fire management related goals, objectives, standards, guidelines, desired future conditions, and constraints common to all FMUs from CCPs or other land management plans.
	

	
	3.1.b
	List additional items as above in documents other than a CCP and the source document for each goal.
	

	
	3.1.c
	Describe common characteristics of FMUs (could include items listed below in 3.2.a., as noted)
	

	
	3.2
	Fire Management Unit – Specific Descriptions (there could be multiple FMUs, 3.3, 3.4, etc., as noted)
	

	
	3.2.a
	Description of each FMU should include:
	

	
	
	· FMU name, location, and vicinity map
	

	
	
	· acres by ownership and adjacent ownership and jurisdiction
	

	
	
	· fire management objectives
	

	
	
	· vegetation types/fuel models and burnable acres
	

	
	
	· LANDFIRE vegetation descriptions/information (if useful)
	

	
	
	· ten-year average number of wildfires and acres burned
	

	
	
	· unique physical characteristics affecting fire management (topography, soils, access, fire effects, etc.)
	

	
	
	· ten-year (or five-year) average fuel treatment acres by WUI and non-WUI fuels and by treatment type – prescribed fire and non-fire
	

	
	
	· number and acres of Burned Area Rehabilitation projects (if any)
	

	
	
	· values to protect / uses that affect (or are affected by) fire management decisions
	

	
	3.2.b
	FMU-specific goals, objectives, standards, guidelines, desired future conditions, and constraints
	

	
	3.2.c
	Safety considerations specific to the FMU
	

	Chapter 4.  Wildland Fire Operational Guidance

	
	4.1
	Appropriate Management Response

(Summarize the general fire suppression program direction.  Include how to apply AMR, how to make decisions on initial actions, extended attack and large fire suppression.)
	

	
	
	· Incorporate sections of Red Book, chapters 10-18, by reference
	

	
	
	· range of typical fire complexity and size
	

	
	
	· fire suppression direction and constraints common to all FMUs
	

	
	
	· unit-specific process for completing analysis tools, delegations of authority to ICs
	

	
	
	· seasonal readiness activities
	

	
	
	· fire weather station and fire danger rating operating plans (appendix)
	

	
	
	· cache and supply levels
	

	
	
	· detection
	

	
	
	· standards and responsibility for daily fire reports and individual fire reports
	

	
	
	· management direction and response for escalating burning conditions, fire activity, and resource commitment and associated unit step-up / staffing plans, dispatch plans
	

	
	
	· interagency or intergovernmental agreements included in appendices
	

	
	
	· wildland fire use
	

	
	
	· aviation 
	

	
	4.2.
	Fuels Management
	

	
	4.2.a
	Describe the prescribed fire program including compliance with agency policy.
	

	
	
	· Historic and expected prescribed fire activity in WUI/non-WUI
	

	
	
	· Map to identify WUI and non-WUI areas
	

	
	
	· Annual or ten-year targets/limits (if identified)
	

	
	
	· Range of typical prescribed fire complexity and size
	

	
	
	· Incorporate by reference Interagency Prescribed Fire Planning and Implementation Procedures Reference Guide, Sept 2006), chapter 18 of the FWS Fire Management Handbook and Red Book
	

	
	
	· Incorporate/summarize other pertinent references (local fire history studies, fire and habitat studies)
	

	
	4.2.b
	Describe the non-fire fuels program, including planning and implementation.
	

	
	
	· Historic and future non-fire fuels treatments by WUI/non-WUI
	

	
	
	· Range of typical project complexity and size
	

	
	
	· Annual or ten-year targets/limits, if established
	

	
	
	· Incorporate by reference/summarize local agreements (formal/informal), and other pertinent references
	

	
	4.2.c
	Describe processes used to identify fuels treatments
	

	
	
	· Risk assessments (potential of spread off FWS lands and consequences)
	

	
	
	· Treatment plans developed in collaboration with adjacent landowners/agencies
	

	
	
	· Community Wildfire Protection Plans or equivalent, etc.
	

	
	4.3
	Emergency Stabilization and Rehabilitation

(FMPs should state that natural recovery is the preferred ES or BAR treatment.  This section only needs to address conditions where natural recovery is not a viable option.)
	

	
	
	Summarize previous ES and BAR treatments, their effectiveness and costs
	

	
	
	Describe or reference the process to be used to develop ES and BAR plans
	

	
	
	Describe anticipated post-wildfire ES and BAR issues/relationship to approved management plans
	

	
	
	Identify which 620 DM 3.7.M or  3.8.M allowable actions will be used to address the issues
	

	
	4.4
	Prevention, Mitigation, and Education

(Summarize and reference local prevention, mitigation, and education plan and activities [if applicable].)
	

	Chapter 5.  Monitoring and Evaluation

	
	5.1
	Describe monitoring processes that will be used to measure achievement of FMP objectives.
	

	
	5.2
	Treatment effectiveness monitoring
	

	
	
	· Describe processes used to monitor fire and non-fire treatment effects.
	

	
	
	· Include review of post-prescribed fire AARs and fire effects evaluations.
	

	Glossary

	
	
	Reference the NWCG glossary.  Only include words used locally or regionally.
	

	Appendices

	
	
	Include plans and documents that need to be reviewed and/or updated annually, such as:  (items are suggested)
	

	
	
	· step-up/staffing plan
	

	
	
	· fire weather station and fire danger rating operating plans (see section 4.1 above)
	

	
	
	· local agreements and MOUs
	

	
	
	· personnel directory / call-up list
	

	
	
	· fire equipment / vehicle list / NUS, etc.
	

	
	
	· radio frequencies for fire operations
	

	
	
	· burn plan for debris burning (as needed)
	

	
	
	· maps related to the FMP
	

	
	
	· 
	

	
	
	· 
	

	
	
	· 
	

	
	
	We strongly suggest a new appendix to do the following: (Depending on the extent of the production effort, this could be done after the plan is approved if more time is needed)
	

	
	
	· Assess/update post-2000 fire history in terms of expected fire behavior, intensity, and risk

· Describe expansion of adjacent and nearby WUI

· Compare FMP-identified fire management priorities and protection policies with state, local, tribal neighbors, and public and private interests

· Briefly state cost management expectations for fire management programs 

· Ensure strong links between cost expectations and other FMP constraints and the analysis and decision making process for individual incidents (WFSA/WFIP)
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