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DUTCH HARBOR-UNALASKA 
IS NATION'S TOP FISHING PORT FOR 1999

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Alaska Region,

announces that commercial fishermen brought 678.3 million pounds

of fish, worth $140.8 million, to the port of Dutch

Harbor-Unalaska, Alaska, in 1999 -- making it the port with both

the highest volume and greatest dollar value of fish landings in

the country, according to James W. Balsiger, Administrator,

Alaska Region, NMFS.

The port of Dutch Harbor-Unalaska netted the top landings

slot for the 12th straight year - with an increase of 81.2

million pounds over 1998 landings.  Meanwhile, Empire-Venice,

La., was ranked as the number two port for the quantity of

landings in 1999.

The value of landings at Dutch Harbor-Unalaska was $140.8

million, an increase of $30.8 million from the 1998 value. New

Bedford, Mass. was second with landings valued at  $129.9 million

- an increase of $36.4 million.  Kodiak, Alaska, was third in

catch value at $100.8 million in 1999.  Part of the increase in

1999 landings at Dutch Harbor-Unalaska was due to an increase in

pollock quotas.  In addition to the increased pollock landings,

fishermen also landed more flatfish, halibut and salmon.  Halibut

and crab prices were high in 1999, and these two species



accounted for most of the increased value of 1999 Dutch

Harbor-Unalaska landings.

The record landings for quantity was 848.2 million pounds in

Los Angeles, Calif. in 1960 and record for value was $224.1

million in Dutch Harbor-Unalaska, Alaska in 1994. The top 10

leading U.S. ports in volume and value of fish and shellfish

landed in 1998 and 1999 are:



COMMERCIAL FISHERY LANDINGS 
AT MAJOR U.S. PORTS, 1998-1999

 Port

Quantity 
(Millions of

Pounds)

1998 1999

Dutch Harbor
- Unalaska,
AK

597.1 678.3

Empire-Venic
e, LA.

328.0 435.0

Cameron, LA  257.4  406.0

Reedville,
VA.

509.0 378.6

Intercoastal
City, LA 

206.7 369.0

Kodiak, AK 357.6 331.6

Pascagoula-M
oss Point,
MS

 193.2 250.5

Los Angeles,
CA

150.9 194.7

Ketchikan,
AK

99.9 159.4

Port Hueneme
- Oxnard -
Ventura, CA

16.2 155.9

       

COMMERCIAL FISHERY VALUE
AT MAJOR U.S. PORTS, 1998-1999

Port

Value 
(Millions of
Dollars) 

1998 1999

Dutch Harbor
- Unalaska,
AK

110.0 140.8

New Bedford,
MA

93.5 129.9

Kodiak, AK  78.7  100.8

Brownsville-
Port Isabel,
TX

64.2 65.2

Empire-Venic
e, CA

38.3  64.0

Honolulu, HI 49.0 52.1

Key West, FL 44.8 51.9

Point
Judith, RH

41.8 51.2

Dulac-Chauvi
n, LA

38.7  49.0

Naknek -
King Salmon,
AK

 29.5 46.5

Note: To avoid disclosure of private enterprise, certain ports

have not been included.

A complete list of commercial fishery landings and value at 50

major U.S. ports for 1998 - 1999 is available at

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/news_releases_at_nmfs.htm or by fax upon

request.


