
American Community Survey
Population:  Question on Class of Worker 

Questions on Industry 

Questions on Occupation 

These questions describe the work activity and occupational experience of the American labor 
force.  Data are used to formulate policy and programs for employment, career development 
and training, and to measure compliance with antidiscrimination policies.  Mandated reports 
for Congress on the labor force rely on the analysis of these characteristics.  The Bureau of 
Economic Analysis uses this information, in conjunction with other data, to develop its state per 
capita income estimates used in the allocation formulas or for eligibility criteria in many federal 
programs such as Medicaid and plans to use the county-level information to develop its county 
and state per capita income estimates.
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d. Social Security or Railroad Retirement.
Person 1 (continued)

manufacturing?

wholesale trade?

retail trade?

other (agriculture, construction, service,
government, etc.)?

Yes �

No
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

e. Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

f. Any public assistance or welfare payments
from the state or local welfare office.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

g. Retirement, survivor, or disability pensions.
Do NOT include Social Security.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

44 Is this mainly – Mark (X) ONE box.

48 What was this person’s total income during the
PAST 12 MONTHS? Add entries in questions 47a
to 47h; subtract any losses. If net income was a loss,
enter the amount and mark (X) the "Loss" box next to
the dollar amount.

h. Any other sources of income received 
regularly such as Veterans’ (VA) payments,
unemployment compensation, child support
or alimony. Do NOT include lump sum payments
such as money from an inheritance or the sale of a
home.

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
, ,None OR

Loss
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

� Continue with the questions for Person 2 on the
next page. If only 1 person is listed on page 2, 
SKIP to page 28 for mailing instructions.

45 What kind of work was this person doing?
(For example: registered nurse, personnel manager, 
supervisor of order department, secretary, 
accountant)

Yes �

No

Mark (X) the "Yes" box for each type of income this
person received, and give your best estimate of the
TOTAL AMOUNT during the PAST 12 MONTHS. 
(NOTE: The "past 12 months" is the period from
today’s date one year ago up through today.)

Mark (X) the "No" box to show types of income
NOT received.

If net income was a loss, mark the "Loss" box to
the right of the dollar amount. 

For income received jointly, report the appropriate
share for each person – or, if that’s not possible, 
report the whole amount for only one person and 
mark the "No" box for the other person.

$ .00
,

a. Wages, salary, commissions, bonuses, 
or tips from all jobs. Report amount before
deductions for taxes, bonds, dues, or other items.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

b. Self-employment income from own nonfarm
businesses or farm businesses, including
proprietorships and partnerships. Report 
NET income after business expenses.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Loss

46 What were this person’s most important
activities or duties? (For example: patient care,
directing hiring policies, supervising order clerks,
typing and filing, reconciling financial records)

47 INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS

43 What kind of business or industry was this?
Describe the activity at the location where employed.
(For example: hospital, newspaper publishing, mail
order house, auto engine manufacturing, bank)

Answer questions 41 – 46 if this person
worked in the past 5 years. Otherwise, 
SKIP to question 47.

L

41 – 46 CURRENT OR MOST RECENT JOB 
ACTIVITY. Describe clearly this person’s chief
job activity or business last week. If this person
had more than one job, describe the one at 
which this person worked the most hours. If this
person had no job or business last week, give
information for his/her last job or business.

Was this person – 
Mark (X) ONE box.

41

an employee of a PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT
company or business, or of an individual, for
wages, salary, or commissions?

an employee of a PRIVATE NOT-FOR-PROFIT, 
tax-exempt, or charitable organization?

a local GOVERNMENT employee
(city, county, etc.)?

a state GOVERNMENT employee?

a Federal GOVERNMENT employee?

SELF-EMPLOYED in own NOT INCORPORATED
business, professional practice, or farm?

SELF-EMPLOYED in own INCORPORATED
business, professional practice, or farm?

working WITHOUT PAY in family business
or farm?

If now on active duty in
the Armed Forces, mark (X) this box  � 
and print the branch of the Armed Forces.

Name of company, business, or other employer

For whom did this person work?42

c. Interest, dividends, net rental income,
royalty income, or income from estates
and trusts. Report even small amounts credited
to an account.

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Loss

ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 11, Base (Black) ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 11, Green Pantone 354 (10, 20, 40 and 50%)
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d. Social Security or Railroad Retirement.
Person 1 (continued)

manufacturing?

wholesale trade?

retail trade?

other (agriculture, construction, service,
government, etc.)?

Yes �

No
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

$ .00
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Yes �

No

e. Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months
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Yes �

No

f. Any public assistance or welfare payments
from the state or local welfare office.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months
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Yes �

No
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Do NOT include Social Security.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

44 Is this mainly – Mark (X) ONE box.

48 What was this person’s total income during the
PAST 12 MONTHS? Add entries in questions 47a
to 47h; subtract any losses. If net income was a loss,
enter the amount and mark (X) the "Loss" box next to
the dollar amount.

h. Any other sources of income received 
regularly such as Veterans’ (VA) payments,
unemployment compensation, child support
or alimony. Do NOT include lump sum payments
such as money from an inheritance or the sale of a
home.

Yes �
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$ .00
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TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
, ,None OR

Loss
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

� Continue with the questions for Person 2 on the
next page. If only 1 person is listed on page 2, 
SKIP to page 28 for mailing instructions.

45 What kind of work was this person doing?
(For example: registered nurse, personnel manager, 
supervisor of order department, secretary, 
accountant)

Yes �

No

Mark (X) the "Yes" box for each type of income this
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(NOTE: The "past 12 months" is the period from
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Mark (X) the "No" box to show types of income
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If net income was a loss, mark the "Loss" box to
the right of the dollar amount. 

For income received jointly, report the appropriate
share for each person – or, if that’s not possible, 
report the whole amount for only one person and 
mark the "No" box for the other person.
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TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months
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directing hiring policies, supervising order clerks,
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SKIP to question 47.

L
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d. Social Security or Railroad Retirement.
Person 1 (continued)

manufacturing?

wholesale trade?

retail trade?

other (agriculture, construction, service,
government, etc.)?

Yes �

No
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

e. Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

f. Any public assistance or welfare payments
from the state or local welfare office.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
,

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

g. Retirement, survivor, or disability pensions.
Do NOT include Social Security.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

44 Is this mainly – Mark (X) ONE box.

48 What was this person’s total income during the
PAST 12 MONTHS? Add entries in questions 47a
to 47h; subtract any losses. If net income was a loss,
enter the amount and mark (X) the "Loss" box next to
the dollar amount.

h. Any other sources of income received 
regularly such as Veterans’ (VA) payments,
unemployment compensation, child support
or alimony. Do NOT include lump sum payments
such as money from an inheritance or the sale of a
home.

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

$ .00
, ,None OR

Loss
TOTAL AMOUNT for past

12 months

� Continue with the questions for Person 2 on the
next page. If only 1 person is listed on page 2, 
SKIP to page 28 for mailing instructions.

45 What kind of work was this person doing?
(For example: registered nurse, personnel manager, 
supervisor of order department, secretary, 
accountant)

Yes �

No

Mark (X) the "Yes" box for each type of income this
person received, and give your best estimate of the
TOTAL AMOUNT during the PAST 12 MONTHS. 
(NOTE: The "past 12 months" is the period from
today’s date one year ago up through today.)

Mark (X) the "No" box to show types of income
NOT received.

If net income was a loss, mark the "Loss" box to
the right of the dollar amount. 

For income received jointly, report the appropriate
share for each person – or, if that’s not possible, 
report the whole amount for only one person and 
mark the "No" box for the other person.

$ .00
,

a. Wages, salary, commissions, bonuses, 
or tips from all jobs. Report amount before
deductions for taxes, bonds, dues, or other items.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

b. Self-employment income from own nonfarm
businesses or farm businesses, including
proprietorships and partnerships. Report 
NET income after business expenses.

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Loss

46 What were this person’s most important
activities or duties? (For example: patient care,
directing hiring policies, supervising order clerks,
typing and filing, reconciling financial records)

47 INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS

43 What kind of business or industry was this?
Describe the activity at the location where employed.
(For example: hospital, newspaper publishing, mail
order house, auto engine manufacturing, bank)

Answer questions 41 – 46 if this person
worked in the past 5 years. Otherwise, 
SKIP to question 47.

L

41 – 46 CURRENT OR MOST RECENT JOB 
ACTIVITY. Describe clearly this person’s chief
job activity or business last week. If this person
had more than one job, describe the one at 
which this person worked the most hours. If this
person had no job or business last week, give
information for his/her last job or business.

Was this person – 
Mark (X) ONE box.

41

an employee of a PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT
company or business, or of an individual, for
wages, salary, or commissions?

an employee of a PRIVATE NOT-FOR-PROFIT, 
tax-exempt, or charitable organization?

a local GOVERNMENT employee
(city, county, etc.)?

a state GOVERNMENT employee?

a Federal GOVERNMENT employee?

SELF-EMPLOYED in own NOT INCORPORATED
business, professional practice, or farm?

SELF-EMPLOYED in own INCORPORATED
business, professional practice, or farm?

working WITHOUT PAY in family business
or farm?

If now on active duty in
the Armed Forces, mark (X) this box  � 
and print the branch of the Armed Forces.

Name of company, business, or other employer

For whom did this person work?42

c. Interest, dividends, net rental income,
royalty income, or income from estates
and trusts. Report even small amounts credited
to an account.

Yes �

No

$ .00
,

TOTAL AMOUNT for past
12 months

Loss

ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 11, Base (Black) ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 11, Green Pantone 354 (10, 20, 40 and 50%)

11

13199112

§.4|-¤

d. Social Security or Railroad Retirement.
Person 1 (continued)
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Questions as they appear in the questionnaire.

           

Source:  ACS-1(2009)KFI



Employment

Information about industry, occupation, 
and class of worker is important for 
creating jobs as companies use these data 
to decide where to locate new plants, 
stores, or offices.

Agencies use these data to plan job-
training programs for seniors.

Federal agencies use these data 
in litigation where employment 
discrimination is alleged.

Social Services

Data are used to estimate the demand  
for staff in health care occupations and 
their geographic distribution based on 
these data.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS
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