
American Community Survey
Housing:  Question on Vehicles Available 

Transportation

Based on studies of the typical number 
of daily trips taken by households with 
differing numbers of vehicles available, 
state and metropolitan transportation 
planning agencies use these data about 
vehicles available to estimate total vehicle 
travel and forecast future travel and its 
effect on their transportation systems.

These data are used to help form the 
database used by state departments of 
transportation and the more than 350 
metropolitan planning organizations 
responsible for comprehensive 
 transportation planning activities. 

Programs include transportation safety, 
long-range transportation investments, 
emergency response, and evacuation 
planning.

Social Services

State and local agencies use these 
data to determine the need for special 
transportation services for the elderly and 
disabled.

Social service agencies use these data   
to plan for emergency transportation 
services in areas of high concentrations of 
households with no vehicle available, such 
as isolated rural communities.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Vehicles available describes, for each household, the number of passenger cars, vans, and 
trucks of one-ton capacity or less kept at home and available for the use of household 
members. Used in combination with the place-of-work and journey-to-work data collected in 
the American Community Survey, data about vehicles available are essential for transportation 
programs.  For the U.S. Department of Transportation, data about vehicles available are used 
to develop policies and to plan a number of transportation programs.  The U.S. Department of 
Energy uses the information to estimate and forecast energy consumption of motor vehicles 
and for planning and establishing program activities as part of the Alternative Fueled Vehicles 
Program.
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Answer questions 4 – 6 if this is a HOUSE
OR A MOBILE HOME; otherwise, SKIP to
question 7a.

APlease answer the following
questions about the house,
apartment, or mobile home at the
address on the mailing label.

A mobile home

A one-family house detached from any
other house

Which best describes this building?
Include all apartments, flats, etc., even if
vacant.

A building with 2 apartments

A building with 3 or 4 apartments

A building with 5 to 9 apartments

A building with 10 to 19 apartments

A building with 20 to 49 apartments

A building with 50 or more apartments

Boat, RV, van, etc.

About when was this building first built?

1990 to 1999

1980 to 1989

1970 to 1979

1960 to 1969

1950 to 1959

1940 to 1949

1939 or earlier

When did PERSON 1 (listed on page 2)
move into this house, apartment, or
mobile home?

Less than 1 acre � SKIP to question 6

1 to 9.9 acres

How many acres is this house or
mobile home on?

10 or more acres

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what
were the actual sales of all agricultural
products from this property?

None

$1 to $999

$1,000 to $2,499

$2,500 to $4,999

$5,000 to $9,999

$10,000 or more

Is there a business (such as a store or
barber shop) or a medical office on
this property?

Yes

No

Does this house, apartment, or mobile
home have –

a. How many separate rooms are in this
house, apartment, or mobile home?
Rooms must be separated by built-in
archways or walls that extend out at least
6 inches and go from floor to ceiling.

a. hot and cold running water?

A one-family house attached to one or
more houses

How many automobiles, vans, and trucks
of one-ton capacity or less are kept at
home for use by members of this
household?

None

2000 or later – Specify year

b. a flush toilet?

c. a bathtub or shower?

d. a sink with a faucet?

f. a refrigerator?

e. a stove or range?

1

2

3

4

5

6 or more

4

2

3

5

6

7

9

Housing

Month Year

• INCLUDE bedrooms, kitchens, etc.
• EXCLUDE bathrooms, porches, balconies,

foyers, halls, or unfinished basements.

Number of rooms

b. How many of these rooms are bedrooms?
Count as bedrooms those rooms you would
list if this house, apartment, or mobile home
were for sale or rent. If this is an
efficiency/studio apartment, print "0".

Number of bedrooms

g. telephone service from
which you can both make
and receive calls? Include
cell phones.

Yes No

Which FUEL is used MOST for heating this
house, apartment, or mobile home?

Gas: from underground pipes serving the
neighborhood
Gas: bottled, tank, or LP

Electricity

Fuel oil, kerosene, etc.

Coal or coke

Wood

Solar energy

Other fuel

No fuel used
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Question as it appears in the questionnaire.
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