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Housing (continued)

$ .00

a. LAST MONTH, what was the cost
of electricity for this house,
apartment, or mobile home?

Last month’s cost – Dollars

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or electricity not used

b. LAST MONTH, what was the cost
of gas for this house, apartment,
or mobile home?

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or gas not used

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge

c. IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what was
the cost of water and sewer for this
house, apartment, or mobile home? If
you have lived here less than 12 months,
estimate the cost.

Included in electricity payment
entered above
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$ .00

Last month’s cost – Dollars

$ .00

Past 12 months’ cost – Dollars

d. IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what was the
cost of oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.,
for this house, apartment, or mobile
home? If you have lived here less than 12
months, estimate the cost.

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or these fuels not used

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, did anyone in
this household receive Food Stamps or
a Food Stamp benefit card?

$ .00

Past 12 months’ cost – Dollars

Owned by you or someone in this
household with a mortgage or
loan? Include home equity loans.

OR

None

Is this house, apartment, or mobile home
part of a condominium?

Yes � What is the monthly
condominium fee? For renters,
answer only if you pay the
condominium fee in addition to
your rent; otherwise, mark the
"None" box.

No

Is this house, apartment, or mobile home –
Mark (X) ONE box.

Owned by you or someone in this
household free and clear (without a
mortgage or loan)?

Rented?

Occupied without payment of
rent? � SKIP to C

$ .00

Monthly amount – Dollars

Answer questions 15a and b if this house,
apartment, or mobile home is RENTED.
Otherwise, SKIP to question 16.

b. Does the monthly rent include any
meals?

Yes

No

a. What is the monthly rent for this
house, apartment, or mobile home?

Answer questions 16 – 20 if you or
someone else in this household OWNS
or IS BUYING this house, apartment, or
mobile home. Otherwise, SKIP to on
the next page.

About how much do you think this
house and lot, apartment, or mobile
home (and lot, if owned) would sell for
if it were for sale?

C

E

15

$ .00

Monthly amount – Dollars

16

$ .00

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

Yes

No

B

Amount – Dollars

17 What are the annual real estate taxes on
THIS property?

$ .00

Annual amount – Dollars

OR

None

,

What is the annual payment for fire,
hazard, and flood insurance on THIS
property?

$ .00

Annual amount – Dollars

OR

None

,
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Data about rent are needed to review 
and assess the assistance available to 
individuals with developmental disabilities.

Data about rent are needed to evaluate 
the effectiveness of the Community 
Development Block Grant Program, 
which provides grants to states and local 

governments for rehabilitation of privately 
owned properties intended for rent as 
residences.

These data are needed to evaluate a 
locality’s qualification for federal housing 
assistance. 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Social Services

Rent is an essential measure of shelter costs.  Rent amounts are critical for the establishment 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Section 8 Fair Market Rents.  Fair 
Market Rents are used for a wide variety of housing programs that assist American families to 
afford decent, safe, and sanitary housing. When compared with income, data about rent offer 
an excellent measure of housing affordability and excessive shelter costs.  Various agencies, 
including the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, use these data to allocate funds 
to assist low- and moderate-income families whose rents exceed 30 percent of their household 
income.  The Bureau of Economic Analysis uses this information to prepare estimates of rent 
paid on tenant-occupied nonfarm dwellings, which are components used to estimate rental 
income of persons for the National Income and Product Accounts.

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

American Community Survey
Housing:  Question on Rent

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.

           

www.census.gov

Source:  ACS-1(2009)KFI




