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c. Does this person have difficulty dressing or
bathing?

Yes

No

Person 1 (continued)

Answer question 18a – c if this person is
5 years old or over. Otherwise, SKIP to
the questions for Person 2 on page 12.

G

a. Because of a physical, mental, or emotional
condition, does this person have serious 
difficulty concentrating, remembering, or
making decisions?

Yes

No

18

b. Does this person have serious difficulty
walking or climbing stairs?

Yes

No

Answer question 24 if this person is
female and 15 – 50 years old. Otherwise,
SKIP to question 25a.

I

Yes

No

Now married

Widowed

Divorced

Separated

Never married � SKIP to I
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22 How many times has this person been married?

Once

Two times

Three or more times

23 In what year did this person last get married?

Year

Yes

No

Yes

No � SKIP to question 26

b. Is this grandparent currently responsible for
most of the basic needs of any grandchild(ren)
under the age of 18 who live(s) in this house or
apartment?

Yes

No � SKIP to question 26

c. How long has this grandparent been
responsible for the(se) grandchild(ren)?
If the grandparent is financially responsible for
more than one grandchild, answer the question
for the grandchild for whom the grandparent has
been responsible for the longest period of time.

Because of a physical, mental, or emotional
condition, does this person have difficulty 
doing errands alone such as visiting a doctor’s
office or shopping?

What is this person’s marital status?

24 Has this person given birth to any children in
the past 12 months?

25 a. Does this person have any of his/her own
grandchildren under the age of 18 living in
this house or apartment?

Less than 6 months

6 to 11 months

1 or 2 years

3 or 4 years

5 or more years

27 When did this person serve on active duty in the
U.S. Armed Forces? Mark (X) a box for EACH period
in which this person served, even if just for part of the
period.

September 2001 or later

August 1990 to August 2001 (including 
Persian Gulf War)

September 1980 to July 1990

May 1975 to August 1980

Vietnam era (August 1964 to April 1975)

March 1961 to July 1964

Korean War (July 1950 to January 1955)

World War II (December 1941 to December 1946)

February 1955 to February 1961

January 1947 to June 1950

November 1941 or earlier

28 a. Does this person have a VA service-connected
disability rating?

Yes (such as 0%, 10%, 20%, ... , 100%)

No � SKIP to question 29a

b. What is this person’s service-connected
disability rating?

0 percent

10 or 20 percent

30 or 40 percent

50 or 60 percent

70 percent or higher
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26 Has this person ever served on active duty in the
U.S. Armed Forces, military Reserves, or National
Guard? Active duty does not include training for the
Reserves or National Guard, but DOES include 
activation, for example, for the Persian Gulf War.

Yes, now on active duty

Yes, on active duty in the past, but not 
during the last 12 months

No, training for Reserves or National Guard 
only � SKIP to question 28a

No, never served in the military � SKIP to
question 29a

Yes, on active duty during 
the last 12 months, but not now

21 In the PAST 12 MONTHS did this person get –

a. Married?

b. Widowed?

c. Divorced?

Yes No

20

Answer question 19 if this person is 
15 years old or over. Otherwise, SKIP to 
the questions for Person 2 on page 12.

H
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Yes

No

a. Is this person deaf or does he/she have
serious difficulty hearing?

b. Is this person blind or does he/she have 
serious difficulty seeing even when wearing
glasses?

Yes

No

a. Insurance through a current or 
former employer or union (of this
person or another family member)

b. Insurance purchased directly from 
an insurance company (by this 
person or another family member)

c. Medicare, for people 65 and older, 
or people with certain disabilities

d. Medicaid, Medical Assistance, or 
any kind of government-assistance
plan for those with low incomes
or a disability

f. VA (including those who have ever
used or enrolled for VA health care)

e. TRICARE or other military health care

g. Indian Health Service

Yes No

Is this person CURRENTLY covered by any of the
following types of health insurance or health
coverage plans? Mark "Yes" or "No" for EACH type
of coverage in items a – h.

h. Any other type of health insurance
or health coverage plan – Specify

Marital history data enables multiple agencies to more accurately measure the effects of federal 
and state policies and programs that focus on the well-being of families. Adding measures 
of marital transitions to the American Community Survey will provide estimates of marriage 
and divorce rates and duration, as well as flows into and out of marriage.  This information is 
critical for more refined analyses of eligibility for program services and benefits, and of changes 
resulting from federal policies and programs. 

Marriage and divorce data will be used at the national, state, and sub-state level to plan for 
and assess state and community activities designed to influence marital and divorce behavior.  
Equally important are tax and entitlement forecasting functions in a variety of federal programs 
including Medicare and Medicaid.

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

American Community Survey
Population:  Questions on Marital History 

Questions as they appear in the questionnaire.

           

Source:  ACS-1(2009)KFI



Social Services

Data will be used for formulation and 
assessment of Temporary Assistance for 
Needy Families (TANF) policies and programs 
at both the federal and state level. 

Data will be used to plan for and assess the 
success of grantees funded under the new 
Healthy Marriage grant program.  

Rates of marriage and divorce data are 
used to track and forecast changes in 
areas with large numbers of single-parent 
families, and thus identify needs for 
childcare, child support, and other social 
services.

Government

Marital history will permit analyses 
and projections of tax policies that can 
create or mitigate “marriage penalties” 
—increased taxes for a married couple 
compared with what the same couple 
would pay if filing as unmarried 
individuals. 

Local governments use data about marital 
history in assessing needs for  
housing and other community 
development services under the 
Community Development Block Grant 
Evaluation. 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

           

American Community Survey
Population:  Questions on Marital History
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