
American Community Survey
Population:  Question on Language Spoken at Home 

Education

Data on language are used to allocate 
grants to school districts for children with 
limited English language proficiency. 

State and local educational agencies 
receive grants for programs to improve 
educational skills, complete secondary 
schooling, and provide job training and 
placement for adults based on data about 
language. 

Social Services

State and local agencies concerned with 
aging develop health care and other 
services tailored to the language and 
cultural diversity of the elderly under the 
Older Americans Act.

Government

Under the Voting Rights Act, these data 
are needed to assess the fairness of voting 
practices in governmental subdivisions.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Government agencies use information on language spoken at home for their programs that 
serve the needs of the foreign-born and specifically those who have difficulty with English.  
Under the Voting Rights Act, language is needed to meet statutory requirements for making 
voting materials available in minority languages.  Specifically, the Census Bureau is directed, 
using data about language spoken at home and the ability to speak English, to identify minority 
groups that speak a language other than English and to assess their English-speaking ability.  
The U.S. Department of Education uses these data to prepare a report to Congress on the social 
and economic status of children served by different local school districts.

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

No, outside the United States and 
Puerto Rico – Print name of foreign country, 
or U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, etc., below; 
then SKIP to question 16

Yes, this house � SKIP to question 16

8

Yes

No � SKIP to question 15a

Please copy the name of Person 1 from page 2,
then continue answering questions below.
Last Name

First Name

Where was this person born?

In the United States – Print name of state.

Yes, born in the United States � SKIP to 10a

Outside the United States – Print name of
foreign country, or Puerto Rico, Guam, etc.

Yes, born in Puerto Rico, Guam, the
U.S. Virgin Islands, or Northern Marianas

Yes, born abroad of U.S. citizen parent 
or parents

No, not a U.S. citizen

Yes, U.S. citizen by naturalization – Print year
of naturalization

Is this person a citizen of the United States?

When did this person come to live in the
United States? Print numbers in boxes.

MI

Year

No, has not attended in the last 3 
months � SKIP to question 11

Yes, public school, public college

Yes, private school, private college, 
home school

Nursery school, preschool

Kindergarten

Grade 1 through 12 – Specify
grade 1 – 12

College undergraduate years (freshman to
senior)
Graduate or professional school beyond a
bachelor’s degree (for example: MA or PhD
program, or medical or law school)

What is the highest degree or level of school
this person has COMPLETED? Mark (X) ONE box.
If currently enrolled, mark the previous grade or
highest degree received.

No schooling completed

Regular high school diploma

Some college credit, but less than 1 year of
college credit

Master’s degree (for example: MA, MS, MEng,
MEd, MSW, MBA)

Professional degree beyond a bachelor’s degree
(for example: MD, DDS, DVM, LLB, JD)

Doctorate degree (for example: PhD, EdD)

(For example: Italian, Jamaican, African Am.,
Cambodian, Cape Verdean, Norwegian, Dominican,
French Canadian, Haitian, Korean, Lebanese, Polish,
Nigerian, Mexican, Taiwanese, Ukrainian, and so on.)

12th grade – NO DIPLOMA

1 or more years of college credit, no degree

Associate’s degree (for example: AA, AS)

Bachelor’s degree (for example: BA, BS)

Person is under 1 year old � SKIP to 
question 16

b. Where did this person live 1 year ago?

Name of city, town, or post office

ZIP Code

Name of U.S. county or municipio in
Puerto Rico

Name of U.S. state or 
Puerto Rico

b. What is this language?

c. How well does this person speak English?

Very well

Well

Not well

Not at all
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For example: Korean, Italian, Spanish, Vietnamese
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No, different house in the United States or
Puerto Rico
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Person 1

a. At any time IN THE LAST 3 MONTHS, has this
person attended school or college? Include
only nursery or preschool, kindergarten, 
elementary school, home school, and schooling
which leads to a high school diploma or a college
degree.

b. What grade or level was this person attending?
Mark (X) ONE box.

NURSERY OR PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 12

Nursery school

Kindergarten

Grade 1 through 11 – Specify
grade 1 – 11

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE

GED or alternative credential

COLLEGE OR SOME COLLEGE

AFTER BACHELOR’S DEGREE a. Did this person live in this house or apartment
1 year ago?

Address (Number and street name)

What is this person’s ancestry or ethnic origin?

12

a. Does this person speak a language other than
English at home?
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NO SCHOOLING COMPLETED
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Answer question 12 if this person has a
bachelor’s degree or higher. Otherwise,
SKIP to question 13.

F

This question focuses on this person’s 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE. Please print below the 
specific major(s) of any BACHELOR’S DEGREES 
this person has received. (For example: chemical 
engineering, elementary teacher education, 
organizational psychology)

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.
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