American Community Survey

Population: Question on Hispanic Origin

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.

e Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

No, not of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin

Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

Yes, Puerto Rican

Yes, Cuban

Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print origin, for example,

Argentinean, Colombian, Dominican, Nicaraguan, Salvadoran, Spaniard,
and so on. 4
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MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

Hispanic origin is used in numerous programs and is vital in making policy decisions. These
data are needed to determine compliance with provisions of antidiscrimination in employment
and minority recruitment legislation. Under the Voting Rights Act, data about Hispanic origin
are essential to ensure enforcement of bilingual election rules. Hispanic origin classifications
used by the Census Bureau and other federal agencies meet the requirements of standards
issued by the Office of Management and Budget in 1997 (Revisions to the Standards for the
Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity). These standards set forth guidance for
statistical collection and reporting on race and ethnicity used by all federal agencies.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Social Services Employment

Under the Public Health Service Act, Data about Hispanic origin are used to
Hispanic origin is one of the factors used monitor and enforce equal employment
in identifying segments of the population opportunities under the Civil Rights Act.
who may not be getting needed medical

services.

Government

The Voting Rights Act ensures equality in
voting. Compliance of local jurisdictions is
monitored using counts of the voting-age
population by national origin.
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