
Housing

Local planners use these data to identify 
areas that may be at risk for unhealthy air 
quality as a consequence of reliance on 
less efficient and clean home heating fuels.

State and local environmental agencies 
interested in promoting alternative fuels, 
such as solar energy, use these data to 
identify areas with favorable growth 
potential.

Energy

Utility companies and fuel oil distributors 
use these data to forecast the need 
for additional power facilities such as 

generating plants, long distance pipelines 
for oil or natural gas, and long distance 
transmission lines for electricity.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
uses these data to assess the adequacy 
of energy resources to meet present and 
future needs of the general public.

Social Services

These data are needed to determine the 
type of fuel used by low-income persons 
and families who receive assistance under 
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The type of primary house heating fuel has long been used as a basic indicator of the 
adequacy of the American housing stock. Over the decades, there has been a dramatic shift 
in the fuels used to heat America’s homes.  The U.S. Department of Energy uses these data to 
provide information on energy supply and consumption.  Also, the U.S. Department of Energy 
uses these data to design the Residential Energy Consumption Survey (RECS), a legislatively 
mandated survey required to provide information on residential and commercial energy use. 
These data are widely used by the Environmental Protection Agency for planning and impact 
assessment.

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS
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Answer questions 4 – 6 if this is a HOUSE
OR A MOBILE HOME; otherwise, SKIP to
question 7a.

APlease answer the following
questions about the house,
apartment, or mobile home at the
address on the mailing label.

A mobile home

A one-family house detached from any
other house

Which best describes this building?
Include all apartments, flats, etc., even if
vacant.

A building with 2 apartments

A building with 3 or 4 apartments

A building with 5 to 9 apartments

A building with 10 to 19 apartments

A building with 20 to 49 apartments

A building with 50 or more apartments

Boat, RV, van, etc.

About when was this building first built?

1990 to 1999

1980 to 1989

1970 to 1979

1960 to 1969

1950 to 1959

1940 to 1949

1939 or earlier

When did PERSON 1 (listed on page 2)
move into this house, apartment, or
mobile home?

Less than 1 acre � SKIP to question 6

1 to 9.9 acres

How many acres is this house or
mobile home on?

10 or more acres

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what
were the actual sales of all agricultural
products from this property?

None

$1 to $999

$1,000 to $2,499

$2,500 to $4,999

$5,000 to $9,999

$10,000 or more

Is there a business (such as a store or
barber shop) or a medical office on
this property?

Yes

No

Does this house, apartment, or mobile
home have –

a. How many separate rooms are in this
house, apartment, or mobile home?
Rooms must be separated by built-in
archways or walls that extend out at least
6 inches and go from floor to ceiling.

a. hot and cold running water?

A one-family house attached to one or
more houses

How many automobiles, vans, and trucks
of one-ton capacity or less are kept at
home for use by members of this
household?

None

2000 or later – Specify year

b. a flush toilet?

c. a bathtub or shower?

d. a sink with a faucet?

f. a refrigerator?

e. a stove or range?
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Housing

Month Year

• INCLUDE bedrooms, kitchens, etc.
• EXCLUDE bathrooms, porches, balconies,

foyers, halls, or unfinished basements.

Number of rooms

b. How many of these rooms are bedrooms?
Count as bedrooms those rooms you would
list if this house, apartment, or mobile home
were for sale or rent. If this is an
efficiency/studio apartment, print "0".

Number of bedrooms

g. telephone service from
which you can both make
and receive calls? Include
cell phones.

Yes No

Which FUEL is used MOST for heating this
house, apartment, or mobile home?

Gas: from underground pipes serving the
neighborhood
Gas: bottled, tank, or LP

Electricity

Fuel oil, kerosene, etc.

Coal or coke

Wood

Solar energy

Other fuel

No fuel used
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American Community Survey
Housing:  Question on Housing Heating Fuel

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.

           

www.census.gov

Source:  ACS-1(2009)KFI




