
American Community Survey
Housing:  Question on Food Stamps Benefit  

Governments

State and local governments need to 
compare the number of families and 
individuals needing food assistance with 
those receiving food stamps.  Special 
attention needs to be paid to the working 
poor.  Adjusting food stamp eligibility 
guidelines and instituting supplemental 
food assistance programs could meet 
shortfalls that are identified.

Social Services

Faith-based and other nonprofit 
organizations use information about food 
assistance needs that are not being met by 
government programs to plan and budget 
for food banks, food kitchens, and other 
programs.

 

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services continues to monitor and report state performance on a variety of outcomes 
including work status, family formation, and food stamp participation.  The question on food 
stamps can help to assess state performance in the current year, food stamp participation rate 
for low-income working families with children, and the change in the participation rate of such 
families in the state over the prior year.

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

,

6

12

13

14

13199062

§.4{_¤

Housing (continued)

$ .00

a. LAST MONTH, what was the cost
of electricity for this house,
apartment, or mobile home?

Last month’s cost – Dollars

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or electricity not used

b. LAST MONTH, what was the cost
of gas for this house, apartment,
or mobile home?

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or gas not used

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge

c. IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what was
the cost of water and sewer for this
house, apartment, or mobile home? If
you have lived here less than 12 months,
estimate the cost.

Included in electricity payment
entered above
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$ .00

Last month’s cost – Dollars

$ .00

Past 12 months’ cost – Dollars

d. IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, what was the
cost of oil, coal, kerosene, wood, etc.,
for this house, apartment, or mobile
home? If you have lived here less than 12
months, estimate the cost.

OR

Included in rent or condominium fee

No charge or these fuels not used

IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS, did anyone in
this household receive Food Stamps or
a Food Stamp benefit card?

$ .00

Past 12 months’ cost – Dollars

Owned by you or someone in this
household with a mortgage or
loan? Include home equity loans.

OR

None

Is this house, apartment, or mobile home
part of a condominium?

Yes � What is the monthly
condominium fee? For renters,
answer only if you pay the
condominium fee in addition to
your rent; otherwise, mark the
"None" box.

No

Is this house, apartment, or mobile home –
Mark (X) ONE box.

Owned by you or someone in this
household free and clear (without a
mortgage or loan)?

Rented?

Occupied without payment of
rent? � SKIP to C

$ .00

Monthly amount – Dollars

Answer questions 15a and b if this house,
apartment, or mobile home is RENTED.
Otherwise, SKIP to question 16.

b. Does the monthly rent include any
meals?

Yes

No

a. What is the monthly rent for this
house, apartment, or mobile home?

Answer questions 16 – 20 if you or
someone else in this household OWNS
or IS BUYING this house, apartment, or
mobile home. Otherwise, SKIP to on
the next page.

About how much do you think this
house and lot, apartment, or mobile
home (and lot, if owned) would sell for
if it were for sale?

C

E

15

$ .00

Monthly amount – Dollars

16

$ .00
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Yes

No

B

Amount – Dollars

17 What are the annual real estate taxes on
THIS property?

$ .00

Annual amount – Dollars

OR

None

,

What is the annual payment for fire,
hazard, and flood insurance on THIS
property?

$ .00

Annual amount – Dollars

OR

None

,
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ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 6, Base (Black) ACS-1(2009)KFI, Page 6, Green Pantone 354 (10, 20, 40 and 50%)

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.
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Source:  ACS-1(2009)KFI




