American Community Survey

Population: Question on Age

Question as it appears in the questionnaire.

What is Person 1’s age and what is Person 1’s date of birth?
Please report babies as age 0 when the child is less than 1 year old.
Print numbers in boxes.

Age (in years) Month

Day Year of birth

Source: ACS-1(2009)KFI

MEETING FEDERAL NEEDS

Age is central for any number of federal programs that target funds or services to children,
working-age adults, women of childbearing age, or the older population. The U.S. Department
of Education uses census age data in its formula for allotment to states. Under the Voting
Rights Act, these data on population of voting age are required for legislative redistricting.
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs uses age to develop its mandated state projections on
the need for hospitals, nursing homes, cemeteries, domiciliary services, and other benefits for

veterans.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

Education

Counties and school districts are allotted
funds based on age data. These funds
provide resources and services to
improve the education of economically
disadvantaged children and children with
disabilities.

Locations where new schools are needed,
as well as the required grade levels
(elementary, middle, or high school) are
identified using data about age.

Government

Data presenting the voting-age population
are used by states to meet legislative
redistricting requirements.

Planners at all levels of government
forecast the need for highways, hospitals,
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health services, and retirement homes by
using age data.

Employment

Data about age are used to target veterans
for job training programs.

Equal employment opportunities are
enforced using data about age.

Social Services

Age data are used to forecast the number
of people eligible for Social Security and
Medicare benefits.

Under the Older Americans Act, age data
are part of the formula used to allocate
funds for services to seniors with low
incomes.
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