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Proposed RMP/FEIS Appendices

Cultural /Prehistory (G)

The river, of amea within the feer comidor. contains a site(s) where there i evidence of
oocupation or use by Native Americans. Sites musi have unigue or ane characterislics os
excaptional human interest value(s). Sites may have national or regsanal emporance far
interpreting prehistory, may be rare and represent an area where 8 culture or culfural period
‘was firsd idenlified and described, may have been wsed concurrently by two or mone cultural
groups, andior may have besn ussd by cullural groups for rane sached purposes. Many such
sites are Bsled on ihe Hational Register of Historic Places, which is adminisiened by the NP5,

Exaluation of the Present Sfiuation

The Snake River Canyon corfidor contains hundreds of sites that indicate evidence af use or
aotupatan by Native Amernicans Some of these ses have unique oF rane characleristices, and
some exhibi excaplional human interest values. Many of thi cultural resource sites have
regional and national importance for interpreting prehistory and seme are impeant because
they represent where 8 culiure or culiural perod was firs! identified or descrbed. A numbar of
sites have indcations that they were used by more than one cultural growp concumently. 11 is
also believed by researchers that sorme sites conlain tradtional cultural propeties (TCPa) and
exisl in the cormdar Tor sacred of cerémanial purposes

The lower elevation and profective walls of the Snake River Canyon provide a milder winfer
climate for both hurmans and animats than the surrounding Botse and Cwyhee Mountains,
Spring and fall salmon uns once provided a ready food supply for inhabitants. As such, the
Snake River Canyon has been used by different cultures, dating as far back as 9,000 years,
including the Shoshone, Bannock, and Paiude Cuflures in prehistory and Euwro American
cultures after 1811,

The rivef cormidar containg many prehestoric site fypes including liths: scallérs, caves,
habitation sites, rockshafters, burials. and rock art s%es left by Nakve Amencans.

Wees Baris 8 large boulder Field in the Swan Falls Segment thal conlaing hundreds of
patroglyphs eichad info the basalt boulders that were deposited by the Bonnaville Flood. This
petroglyph field is one of the largest concantrations in the Pacific Nodhwest. Like most
petroglyph siles, the Wees Bar site is conskdered rare as a sile type and exceplional for its size
and number of glyphs. Early Eure Amencan miners and homesleaders atso inscribed names,
initiats, and dabes on some boulders within the canyan and at nearby Halverson Bar
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The Guffey Butte-Black Bulle Archasglogical Disirict was ksled on the Nabional Register of
Histasic Places (NRHP) in 1978 to proteel sver 200 known prehistons aites in the area. The
Archaealogical Dsiric] covers approximately 28 300 acres of publ: land extending upsiréam
alang the Snake River Canyon from Gulfey Bridge to Grand View, which covers the Swan
Falls, Jackass Butte, and a small part of the Grand View segmants of the Snake River.

Schoelibach Cave, a small cave in the Archasological Disdricd excavated by Louls Schellbach in
18929, Is recognized as the firsl archaeolegical axpadition in Idahe. Well presarved aritacts
excavaled by Schallbach emphasized the importance of prehistoric fishing technology and the
use of fish by early Canyon peaples,

The Snake River Corrider was probably simuBaneously cocupied by Shoshone and Mortham
Paiute Tribes. i I8 umclear just haw much interaction or sharing of naiural ressurces ocoumead
It = likely, however, ihat there were trade retations and infermarriages betweaen the Tribes that
helped foster coaperation and mutual sharing of resources. The cooperalive relations probably
changed as groups sxpanded of contracled based on resounces, and parsonal strenglhs o
personabties of their leaders. Thare was also an overlap of Eure-Americans and Mative
Armencans using the Snake River Caryon from exploration in 1811 through the fur trade era,
throisgh the immigrant and homestead emas untl the Indians were placed on the For Hall
Indian Reservation and the Duck Valley Indian reservation by 1830,

The canyon was explored by the Astoria Party in 1812 afer thair canoes were cagsized near
Milmer. Starling in 1842, thousands of mmigranis traveled the South Atemate of the Cregan
Traill that parallets the sowlh side of the Snake River along the Indian Cove segment and then
turms south of the Canyon below Grand Veew, Cregon Trall traffc dirmdntshed with the arrival of
frain tracks In the region during the 1870s and 16808,

Camp Buford, which existed for less than a year, was established in 18668 as a US Cavalry
Post o protect the emigranis along the Oregon Trail The area began as a river crossing point
and an emigranl camp spot al the confluence of Ihe Snake and Bruneau Riveérs. B S near this
spot thal Governar Caleb Lyon signed the Bruneau Indian Trealy of April 12, 1888, which
Congress failed to ratify. These sites, localed near the BLM's Cove Recreation SHe, were later
mundated by C.J. Strike Resereoir,

Fur trappers, Oregon Trall emigrants, geld miners, ranchers and homesteadars left traces from
thie 18th centwry and the early part of the 20th cantury. The sile types include catile and sheep
harding camps, homesteads, fown siles, miners’ cabirs, mine tailings and debis, stone
monuments, diches, depressions. and graves. Other hislorie penod aibes nclude
framsportation road networks, trails, ferry crossings, imgation dilches, and hisbonc trash dumps
or scatters. Al Wees Bar, the stone walls of a house built in 1902 still stand akang with nens of
a dugead and other mining redated artifacts and features.
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Priest Ranch, which was the sifle of a ferry crossing, still exhibils leveled fields, apricot trees,
muns af an krigaban system af dilches, and a waler wheel, Tha own sle of Guifey was slared
on ihe narth bank of ihe Snake River, but was moved lo the sauth bank ane mile downstream
from present day Celebration Park after the Guifey Railroad Bridge was finished in 1857. The
bridge ks now owned by Canyon County and accommodates fool and eguasirian traffic.

Swan Falls Dam, which was built in 1901, became the firsl dam on the Snake River and is now
Ested on the Mational Register of Hisloric Places. In 1943, the dam was remodeled and
continues (o generate electrcity for ldaho Power Company.

The town of Grand View was established in 1883 as part of an irrigation and setiement
project. The Grand View ferry operated until 1921 when a bridge was constructed,

Fingi

The Snake River Canyen corfidor thraugh the fewr river segments conlaing abuendant and
significant evidence of prehistons and hislorc cultunes and values. However, Ihese same
values are replicaled along other stretches of the Snake River cuiside of the HCA_ and as
such, are not considerad unique or outslandingly remarkable from a regional perspective.

iCither Similar Values

No other similar values have been identified Tor these four segments of the Snake River,

The interdisciplinary team delermined that the following river-related resources meat the
criteria as outstandingly remarkable values: Widlite and Recreation (all segments),
V. Eligibility Determinations

It is the determination of the |0 Team that all four river segments of the Snake River curmently
exist in @ free-fowing condibon and contain at least one outstandingly remarkable valee and
therefore meet the requirements for eligibity as a Wik and Scanic River (Tabba 2).
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| Table 2. Eligibility determination summary for free flowing segments of the Snake River

- Free Flowing Remarkable
River Segment = Criteria Met Values Eligisie Eligible Mdes
Imdian Cave Tes W R Yes 9
" Grand View | Yes | W, R [ Yes ' 75
Jackass Butte | Yes | W R ' Yes ' g
Swan Falls ' Yes | W, R ' Yes ' 13

V. Classification Analysis
P ial Clagsificat

The WESR Act and Inleragency Guidelings provide the following dreclion for establishing
praliminary classifications for eligible rvers. All aligitle river segments misst be bentatirely
classified and management measures instiuted as necessary o ensure appropriate protection
of the values supporting the elgiblity and classification determinations. Actual classification is
a Congressignal dedermination.

Lhssification Categones

Seclion 2 (b) of the WSRA specifies thres dassificalion calegories for eligible rivers
Classification is based an the type and degree of human developments associaled wilh the
adjacent lands as théy exist al the time of the evaluation

Wild rivers (W) Those mvers or sections of fvers that are née of impoundments and
gengrally Inaccessible except by tmll, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive
and walers unpolluted, These represent vestiges of primitive Amernica.

Scenic rivers (§): Those rivers or sectons of rvers that are free of impoundments, with
shorelines or watersheds sbll largely pamitive and shoralines largely undeveloped, but
acoessible in places by ropds. Scanic does nol necessarnily mean the river comidor has
bo have scenery as an oulstandingly remarkable value; however, i means the river
segment may contain more developrment than a wild segment and less development
than & recreational segmaent,

WAl & Bowiride Rt Hirpae — Soale Hiver 20 ""

A-102 I Appendix 14. Snake River Wild and Scenic River Report



Snake River Birds of Prey NCA
Proposed RMP/FEIS Appendices

Recreational rivers (R): Thosa rivers or sechons of rivers that are readily accessibia by
raad of rallFoad, that may have same development along theif shorelines, and thal may
have undergons same mpoundment or diversion in the pasl Parallel roads of railfoads,
exislance of small dams or diversions can be allowed in this classification, A
recreational river area classfication does nof Imply that the river will be managed or
pricrilized for recreational use or developmant.

Preliminary Clagsifications
Classification establshes a guideline lor management unlil eher a suilability determination or
desigration decision is reached, It i a determinalion based on exksling charsctanstics of a

mver area resulling fiom human-caused changs o level of davelopment. Classiication does
not affect land use decisions related lo privabe property.

The fr Snake River segments are described balow with tha prelminary classification and ame
summarized in Tabde 3.

Indian Coye Segment (9 miles)

Stale Highway T8 parallels ihe initial strelch of ihe Indian Cove segmenl. This segment is a
miberg of private and public ands, The private lands contakn residential howses, oul buiklings,
Erigated agrcultural fields, and pasture Rnds. The segmen! is easly accessed at many
kacations and is paralleled. for a sho porticn, by a gravel road that accesses an irrgation
pump station. A three mile canyon strelch s primarnty a natural setting with road access at the
canyon rim al several iocations. The paraliel Highway and other reads, the level of access, and
bavel of human development along this segment wamants a tentative classification of
“recrealional.”

Grangd Viaw Segment (17,5 miles)

The Grand View sagment bagins where Strike Dam Road crosses the Snake River jusi
downstream from C.J. Strike Dam. Several gravel and paved roads paraliel the Snake River in
places between the Stike Dam Bridge and the town of Grand View where the river is crossed
Iy State Highway 67, A majarity of the larnd in this partion s privately owned with private
npsidences. bams, and assorbed oul-buildings on the property. Much of the tand is Erigated
farmlands with evidence of human developmeant. Downsiream from the Highway 67 bridge
paved and gravel reads either paraliel the river or access the rver for the rest of the segment
The seuth side of the rver s all private land with human evidence being prominent. This
segment mests the criteria for a recreational ciasalfication,
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dackass CBulle Segment (0 miss)

The Jackass Butte Segment begins with gravel reads paralleling both sides of the mier leading
o private property. The primary views along this segment are of a natural setting. Althowgh the
privale lands have residences and other developments assockabed with them, they do nal
dominale the scenary, Beyond this point the shareline ks mostly undeveloped with vehicle
access af several locations. Addiional privale lnds and developmants exisd along this
segment furthar downsiream. Although the level of shoreline development in this segment is
bass than the upstream Grand View segment, the sagmant does not meet the scanic
classification description of "shofelines or watersheds still largely primitive and sharelines
largely undeveloped . =, therefore, this sesgment waukd meet the criteria for a tentative
classification of “recrealonal.”

Sxan Falls Segment (13 mileg)

Baginning just below Swan Falls Dam, this sagment has a maintained gravel rmad paralieling
the north shoreling and a difl read along the south. These roads follow he iver for about five
miles. This slrebch of the river has many undéveloped campaites wilh fire-rings and severnal
winull lollets are located al strabegic places for recreational users. The four miles balow the end
of the road are managed for non-motorized expenences and the avidence of human
davelopment dates io the early 1500s. At approximately ten mikas tha river ks again accessed
by a gravel road at Celebration Park and crossed by an abandoned railroad bridge.
Celebration Park is a developed county park with many facilities including a small
campground, inerpretive center, phcnic area, and a concrete boal ramp with flaating docks.
Below the railroad beidge the land s primarily privalely oaned with resikdential houses and
ather bulldings. This river segment is crossad by eleciric power lines al two lecations, ARhough
thi viewa in this segmenl are primarily of natural sellings, the level of access by roads, and
other human developments warmant & lentative classificabion of “recreational.”

LClagsiicalion SUMMman

All four efigible reer sagments of the Snake River were determined o have tentative
clasadfications as recreational river (Table 3).
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Ay - T T e %.H - ]
Indian Cove Recreational :]
Grand View ' " Recreational | 175 |
Jackass Butte ' Recreational ' ] |
Swan Falls ' Recreatonal | 13

V. Suitability Assessment

The third component of a WESR siudy is the sullability assessment. It is designed io idendify
the possible impacts of designation, weighs various elements such as public access, long-tarm
protection of resources, and fraditional resource uses, and asks (he basic quastion of would
this be & worthy addiion bo the Mational Wild & Scenic River System. Additonally, the
willingness of county, state and local landowners o participate in river cormidor managemend is
considered

Srlera lor Determining SUILARILY

I eonsidering sulabiity, the crderia specified in Section 4(a) of the Wild and Seenic Rivers Act
{isled below) provide the basis for assessment.

» Characieristics that do or do not make the river comidar a warthy addition to the WER
system

& Current status of land cwnearship and usas in the area

» Reasonably foresesabls polential uses of the land and waber thal would be enhanced,
fomeckesed or curtailed  the river were designated

= Fublic, siate, local or other inlerests in designation of non-designation of the river

« Estimated costs of acquining necessary lands and interests in lands, and of
administering the river i designated

= Ability of the agency 1o manage the fver and protest identified values

WAl & Bowiride Rt Hirpae — Soale Hiver 23 ""

Appendix 14. Snake River Wild and Scenic River Report # A-105



Snake River Birds of Prey NCA
Appendices Proposed RMP/FEIS

e Historical or exisling rights ihat would be adversely affected by designation

= Ciher issues and cencerns identifed n the land-use planning process

Indian Cove Segment

Biver Valyes/Characleristics

The Indkan Cove sagment ts visually very charactenstic of many sections of the Snake River
throwghout southern kdaho. The norh side of the river i flanked by basalt cifs rising 300-400
feed above the river. The south shore 5 open, Nal temain that has been seitled or otheryise
medified. Al the downstream end of ths segmenl & bulte on ihe south creates a three mile
lang canyon ihal is slightly less than ¥ mile wide (im-to-fm). Many different species of raptors
e the chiffs for nesbing and forage over the sumounding desart and farmlands. Public access
i the river ks Bmited by private land an the south and ts somewhat Emited on the north by

topagraphy (e steep cliffs)

Cpportunities for viewing rapbors and other wildiite within the river cormdor are limited by legal

public access. Raplor viewing ks primarily fram the main counly and state rosds which provide
few gake oppoftuniies to pul 1o the shoulser. The Indian Cove segment |s at the upsiream end
of the NCA where Ihe raplor habilat begins io lose 1S uniqueness &s raplor nesling habital

Land Cwnership and Lises
Land ownership s approximalely 35 pefcant private land and 81 percent BLM Eand (public)

Privale lands are associbed with the community of Indian Cove primarily on the south side of
the river. The public land lies mainly on the more rugged north side of the river

Pulblic land use aleng this sagment includes primarily recreational activities such as boat
fishing. and waterfowl hunling. The canyon cliffs limit the amount of general dispersed
recreation thal occurs on the public land in the area. Several irrigation pump stations, (o
localed on public land), transport river waber to adjacent and distant agricultural fields. The
peivale lands are primarily ressdential farms and associated Fmigated agheullure of livesioek
pastunes
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This river segment ends at the backwaters of CJ Stike Reservoir and the rver gradient is very
kv, Thess lactors make the potential for new hydroelectric facilities not very feasible.
However, the private lands have potential for new pump systems for lecal kvigabon
Designalion would preciude any new hydroalectric facilities within this segment and wousd also
prechede any naw diversions or struclunes which would impact privale landowners. Pabential
surface disturbing activities would nol be constrained by designation. Designation wauld naot
significantly enhance any land or waler resources along this segment.

intares in Designal

Local and regional envinnmental and conservation organizabions have expressed positive
interes! in including all gligible segmants of the Snake River in the Mational WES River
System. Local commaunities have not expressed inberast in federal designation for the rver,

Infial costs associaled with designation would include mapping and prinling documentatian of
fthe wid and scenic fiver process, layout, design, and publication of educational infarmation
about the rew designations including brochures, websibe updates, and maps, Fulume costs
would depend on the level of threals to river-relaled values and are foreseen 1o resull from the
need for regulatory and educational signing, patrol and enforcement, and blological or visitor
use monifoning. Additional land acquisfion cosl would acour if any private landowners werne
willing to sail. Curently no parceis have been dentified for acquisition.

Aty 1o M Protect River Vgl

Current BLM management of the area as an NCA protecis a majerity of the shoreline miles,
especially those cliff areas with rmptor nest stes. Cumant limitations on recreation managemant
for wikdlife/raptor viewing are from topagraphy and legal public access fo the river and would
nat change with designation. Fulure potential threats to identified river relaled values are
minimal.

Mo adverse affects on historic or valid existing rights are expecled as a result of designation of
this segment as a recreational rivar.
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