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Snake River Raptor Volusieers, Inc.

P.O. Bax 7773

Balse, 1D 83707

August 21, 006

RECEIVED

Mr. Mike O Donnell AlG 31 2006
Ehrise District
Buresu of Land Managerent LOWER BHASE RVER CeSTRET
3648 Development Ave. e L(L: Q‘:‘
Boise, 1D 83705 [ R, v
Dicar Mr, O Donneil:

We have reviewed the Draft EMFP and EIS for the Snake River Binds of Prey National
Conservation Arca and find i 1o be a very comprebensive and high quality product. The
description of the affeciod environment is very good and will scrve as an excellent
reference as the EMP is executed. As 10 the Abematives, it is owr conclusson that the
Preferred Alternative for maost resources will have the leasi adverse environmental impact
while meeting the Desred Fatare Conditbon. The [olieaing comments poing ool some
Batsonal, Chjectives and Management Actions that on which we have suggestsons and’or
that we think need sofme clafifcaton:

W think Allernative A b too passdve and wouild seheet Allemative B o be the
ane that is preformed.  Wie beliove education of the public reganding culnaal
resowrces i be very Imporiant. We think imterpeelation can be doce in 8 manner
that will nct peopardize the imegrity of sies while sill relating the relevamee of
siles 1o inday's world, This can be done regandiess of whether the siieiresource is
pre-histofic of hisione.

Figh and Wildlife Table 3.1 Masagemens Agtions;

Sirce the work started on this RMP dhe Buseau has soquired the property near
Cirmndhview temipora]y known a3 the Hull Pasture, The sores of woodlasd o be
plasied ahoubd be increased fom 100 to inclisde the acres envisioned for this site,
Also there i an existing posd that will be meaovated shich should be reflecied in

ikpecinl Suius Piants Table 3.0 Management Actions:

In this table as well as several others that follow discuss fire protection for
vegetation. In this case twelve miles of new fire breaks ope proposed. There is
however po mention of new Cireen Strips. |5 green stripping nod contemplatod or
will soine of ibsese new fire breaks actually be green sirips? We belicwe that green
SEripping | an important for any fire protection plan whene Cheat Grss 6 major
companent of the landscape,
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Another cancem is that Winlerfan doesn’t show wp as & particularly imporant
shrub. 1 iz our view that the blocked up patehes of this plant in the NCA may be
isigue this far north in ldaho,

With the Managemeni action regarding allocation of ALMs we are concermed (Fal
we find no explanation of the S&G guidelines and processes any where {6 the
document.

We also wonder if the Managemeni Action concerning camp fires may be loo
stringent considering the limited availability of developed camping facilities. We
recommend you're considering sessonal restrictions that coosider weather, grod
maoisture and locatios in regand o Nammakle vegestion.

Vignal Besourees 3.1 Oboctives:

We beliove that the Ahernative D Objective should give the Snake River Canyon
equal emphusis with historical aress, After all il is the Canyon itself thal defines
the MCA landscape and provides il's most scenic and awe insparing vistss.

Iedahe Army Mational Gruard 3.1 Management Actions

We are concermed thal the [ANO could stiempt an end num o withdony not only
et live fine mapact arca bt the whale OTA. The wisobe OTA is importan
hisnting area for all the rapiors and coald be neming habitar for some o well,
Al af the OTA excepting the: mpact area should romain an integral part of the
MCA. We aige the BLM 1o take seps 1o make sure this happens.

We could nod find any reference to the IANG iaking respossihility for restoeation
of depleted vegetmibon sites within the OTA. . We believe they shoald finance
any wodk inside (e OTA. N is also nol be imneasonable 1o expect Lhe Guard o
bclp fiand projects cutside the Area. This is in comsideration of the fact thai prior
n change in policy and thefr assamang innial sitsck capability, their exercises
started many fires that cscaped and bumed lange areas beyond the OTA penimeter
erealkng annisal grass manooulturcs,

We suppor the enlarped no-shooting Managemesn! Action. We see (his =
desirable & a s=alety moasure for Guand personsel s well & for the reduction in
prey msortality,

Lapgds and Realiy 1.1 Management Actions;

I the third Mansgensent Action we sugpest that (e phtase —or o feast o
adversely affect-—be stricken. 'We are comcermed hat there will ol be o net less
of acreage from the WCA afier ibe progosad boundary adjustments are made by
the Congress. OF major concern s the need wo trade o the staie lands for BLM
lands outside of the MCA,

Wi are also sware that an existing major exchange proposal for the Boise Front
nclules the comveyance o private ownership, Slate Section 16 T, 3 South, Rarge
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| Emsi. This is & key state section thal straddles the Snake River and showuld be in
Federnl ownership. 'We iirge BLM o take steps 0 make conain (his soction is
remeved fim the Buoise Frost proposal so it can be scquired when the Lands and
Realty partion of the plan is implementsd, Wi alao urge the NCA sl o give
high priority 5o imsplernenting the siaie bnd exchange portion of the plan.

Livemosk Graring 3.1 Standard Operating ProceduresManagpement Actions:
Wa supgest that there be o satement in the S0P section Page 3-48 that addresses
the need livestock graiers and the Burean 1o work closely o aitain the DFC
stated fior Viegetation and Livestock CGrasing in Chapter 1. 1 will be imperative
bt NCA porsoamel educaic the graziers as to Lhe need, proscss and beeefis of
mieting these DFCe B s in the long term interesd of the graziers 10 scfively
participate in the implementation of the Plan.

Recrzution Mapagemem Astions 1.1

As sisted in our commenis on the LANG Management Actions we fully support
the proposed no-shooting anca. First it will be a safety [actor for recreationists &
well for reducing prey monality for a large mplos hunting arca. [ also reduces
the shooting risk for raglorn,

Wie are pleased 10 8¢ & lsting of potential pew rocneation sites fof development,
Wie dho sugpest (hat you kave an ogiion for finding sl developing other siles &5
the demand grows with our balkooaing poepulation growih on or near the NCA,

] ,‘hII‘

E L i ¥ i || [L il
There are some ancodotal ropons of emissions from cell iowers dismupting the
mvipsthonal capabilities ol binds. We urge a prohibition of cell ovwers be
included in the Rational section until there 4 data on impacts on rapeors that
shows no effect.

Wildland Fire Ecology and Mansgement 3.1 Management Action;

We nccognive the hurard of escaped campiines but suggest that there be some

slack cut for campers in the bue Gl theough eidy spring seasons when U fire
harand is low, There could be & pemmit system during that scasomal period for
groups who wish bo camp in non-formal cempproand settings.

As we noded in the S5 section above thene is g peed o clarify the intent for the
use of Groen Strips. We think this is too Enportant a ol not 10 have some
prominenes in the plan

W menitioned in the Upland Vegetation Allermatives section the lack of descriptive detail
for Standands and Guides, Some processes such as 1o how S5 is to be protected and
managed is articulaied almos o an cxoess. We are concemed thal there is no similar
explanation of what Standards and Guides involve. Since the Siandeds and Guides are
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the key 1ools for allocating forage for Hivestock and managing vepetation, we urge you 1o
give them prominonl aflenism somewhene inthe document,

In the S5P section we mentioned our comcern for Winberfal, 'We sugpes thai this plant
shoald be given higher status thas just another shrub, We helseve that the MOA may bost
the northemmuost Winterfal monoculiure paiches in kdaho and that it shoald receive exira
ariention as to how il ks groed and how it is projecied from fire. 11 is o highly neinitious
plunt valunble for sustaising ground squimels ss well as providing winter farsge for
sheep. Some patches have been invaded by Cheal Grass making them very vulnerals 1o
destruction by wilidfire. Omee busned these patches will not regenermie. The practice of
reesiabishing these stands throwgh reseeding has thus far noll proven to be  viable
option. We believe Winterat should qualify es o S5P, or ot beasi as o plant of significas
concermn. It is naly undquee and should be given protection commenssrase wilh its

UNHEENEss,

Again we extend our songratulations on an excelbant document. 'We appreciale the
appoftunaly 1o comment on 11 and 1o make sugpestions.

Simcerely vours,

Make [kl

President SRRV, Inc.

n’:; 4 ;

L mm?{
Clair Whitlock

Treasurer SRRY, Inc
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Smaks Fiver Hirds OF Prey NCA RECEIVED
O Content Analysis Groap

PO Hhas 2000 ALG 31 2008
Blomniifel LT B4811

arhpE cosieninnslibsgrenp gom LT IPRAE VIR CRTTRCT

Buresy of Lasd Masagement
Boise [Nstrict (Mice Lol F
Johi Sullivan, Mike O Doanel]
208 Thevelopment Ave D
Bolse 1) K3708 %

Tio Whaen It May Conoem

The ldaho State 4a4 Association, aleng with sspport incheding but mat Hirstied o Bepresentative Peie Miclsen and the
Elmore County Comenjssioners office would iike so formally request mansgement duties of the Canyon Creck Sand Wk
ares, This sres s kecsted on the nond side of Gemndview Highway near the Simco road inkersection. Pease soc sttached
map amd description of this lesd for completa details ol kcation and sipe, W undermand and issend bo uphold e
legislation ini place Tor the Mational Conservation Area by maintaining a designated locatson s maoterissd recrestion with
& msin purpose of ecucation and salety, This lesd will confines o be located im the Snake River Binds of Proy Matiosal
Comseryntion Arca mdefinstely with the possihility of a land waap in (e Beture, Coarrom support of this messgement
reqpest by Elmore County and officials in mearby cities, gives the opportssity and possibility Tor 2 Ll swap thal woakd
exchange this land, velue for value, with land that is o betier condidate for comervation designation. 'We hope o seéure
s deniggaataon of this anma s a8 open meotorined recreation amca aad implement mansgement ideals that would sagiafy
mecril mazmnbeers of the public with an indevest in this land. The lidaho State 454 Association makes (his fegial g6 & Bon-
profit ceganization with the complete b bosune thal we intend (o improve the quality and condition of this Bnd s well
improve the peneral appearance snd opinkon of sty srea. I sbould be perfoatly clear, however, that the curment sinie mad
we o this land s scoepiable and no improvessents are needed w0 satisfy our desing 1o roquest and smanag this arsa. We
wani this band as ja._ snd caly iniend 1o improve this land. 'We fear tha closure of this area would be less responsible

tham proper mansgement and clsore wosdd only encourpge crimi-country traved on land that i berter suited for
EOMCTY Ao,

I'roper managemesd of this arca would b s evolving practics. 'We recagnise the need For multiple recrestion use For all
jpublic lands and will inglude input and Sredback, from organised user groups mchaling bl ol linsod o the ldahae ATV
Association, South West Maho Mountain Hile Association, Southern ldaho [in Racing Associstion, Treasure Yalley
Trail Machises, ldsho Recreation Comnet] snd any otber recognined or organised user groups that wosdd heve sn inienest
in issng this area for molorieed fecreation, We will also regeie input and Fredheck: from olher recreation groups, and
wamild make the comtact information svailable on site i a peader boand s well as other methods of publication.
Munsgemnenl detics wiuld contise: 1o improve as user input and diretion are inflsied isto the management plan.

Currest details of the mansgement plan for this lend inclsde the explicit raguest from tee BL5 that For mow, dhooting Be
prohibised e this specific lemd for te mater of safegy snd pollution, As & geick nobs 1o curh =y concem about this being
v thisgg i thass a salety rssoc, shoolmg woshd absalutely be ablowed on his b, if proper step ars taken T s
saficty. Additiomally, shooting is allowed shnost evenwhere adjscem o this land ssd moa snywhere on State and Federal
Lamsd, The bggest ooncern off safety |s the ibreal thal dense shooting (n ihe same locations s motosired recreiion will
caisie b telboeabde confleet. This condlict is the biggesl concom fior the BLM as well & the ldabo State 404 Association,
UOhr 4 vohicles are generally muifled street driven vehicles thal comeol be Beard for grest dissseces, Once again the
close proscimity of the tradls o femFer shooting locstion on i lend poses the slngle langest threst o ety Curmently,
theere are 0 femone areas thal protoct shootan from the bmils and the gosersl dinecticn of tarpe shooting is nit sanapnd.
The ether matier ol concern viviced by the BLM wis the pollution of the land by bewvy metals. There sre cavestly no
slooting mnges in this e, himever, the dense use of (s lend for mrpet practies s crealing & soticeshle

sceumslation of hesvy mestibs that can make clesmp very difMicull. The Idaho State 434 Adacc il hin S0 inlenthon of
specifically exclading shooting in ihis ava, bet would ahide by the LM request that o shooting be permitied o this ares
iafitil & Farmal proposal is made by @ recogaiied sssociation of shooien. Further, bn complinnce with the pogquest firom the
HLM, shesting will oaly be allowed in this ares i a fcility ix oomstructed for the perpose of mnge shooting. This feciliny
womld have b gomnply with WA guidelines snd all plass will bave vo get approval from the ldaho Stste 454 Association
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an well aa b open for peblic input and spprosal. Any costs, plans o implessniation of this fectlity would be 51 no
eapense o the bdabe Staie 454 Associntion, bomever we openly offor our support smd volssteer our Time foweids
fundmising for this cause.

of this land will imvrbve the [dsho Sste dvd Associstion along with other inlenested part ey incliing lcal
And and ATV clubs.  Education willl be ihe shenhiie comanan theme in the massgemeni of this land. Educaison topics will
i sl Comspryalion, protection, habitan rocogmition and miltiple wse dobgration information for all usere. Fducation
willl be administered in vericms ways, bul the single strongest meshod of edecation will be the continued Clean Up event
theat the Wild Wiest CMT-Fload club oot of Moumsin Home haa conducted s the past and bas vowed to continee for the
fulisre. The Moumain Bome capior of the babo ATV Association has also pledpad their cooperation lo continusing that
evemd. Tows of thousands of pounds of gerbage were extracied from that site by this chesn up cfFoe lasd yoar 8 o e
to the BLM or any local businesses. Valunieers from the local clisba as well 58 members from the Boise area undersiand
that isking care ol this land s very imperian. W wanl o belp the LA and expand our effors 1o vastly improve the
chamcior of thal kand.

Apcther detall of the mansgement plam i this Lind becheles e follow (heough and leplesentation of the fencing thal
LM has alneady sl im ewotion. LM alloited foecing mosey to adjscent landownens fior the purposs of enclossg this
Iamsd an climinating trafTic from the Sand Wash anca into the adjacent land. Fencing plans Bt arc in place will contines
and fencing will bave the purpose of limiting the expamion of motceised trail so ihat they do pof expand beyond the
perimsters of (he arca set forth, Fenctig hat fillows the perimetes will contimin i be maimtained by the adgacend
landowners as woll i volunteor efforts Trom members of the Mabeo Stale 4xd Axsocistion and other kxal groups.

Ay recreathon dess on this land will socounge commores B Elmore County, Mo recreational isers spesd mancy &l
eulahlishiments near rochation spot. This pours money into the eoomany locally as well as gives bininesies. locally the
opportuniy {0 directly benefit from commerce (rom logals gs well & those that travel 0 Elmore County from fartber
wamy, There are many compamies that will beneli from e purchase of fbel, food ssd supplice. Buslsess cwnems in
Elmere {ounty have ihown sspport lor thes masagement plan ansd they i hude welicle repair shops, parts suppliers snd
1owvimg companses. These are local bainess owners thal are viial o the econaemy of the commny,

W realive it the scops of this curment plan is very narmow and i management plan is fairly vague. W noed ia

s our parpois B address this. This managemeni rogueest is hased opon fwidly Forwand requests from discusssons
with BLM land managees and our dedicaiod effon o keep public land scocwible 1o the public. 'We are roqueating this
land for par moclorired receeation, bui B the shimaie purpose of keepimg the land open b all mesbers of ihe public. We
b pd accept the aliemative thal has been communicated - “Closed™ with permanent fencing. 'We hope that all members
o ihe public and 21l interesied pariies can embesce and saggeet the Associstions desing ip beep this land open e fealie
that wie wre humbde snd receptive 10 sl requests for impeovements sl spon specific deslgnations within this soe. We
once Egain have &0 intention of devies fo oxchade By wsers from this arcs eead wani 1o be o sirong keadership lowards
isprorvinng the use of this land. This goal is goleg to serve the purpese of the currenl Resource Management Ples, uphold
the principles of the Mational Conservation Ares, and provids the LM with a managpod seppon syslem for this aca, This
will emable ihem io bericr manage other srra that aro better candidates for conservation. We mne sl imgrnoy ing the
charscter of lasd that b chss 1 privale property and ultimately increasisg pwarencss ahonn land ise,

Wi the Idabo Sasse dud Associarion weuld escourage the sdeministralon of the Shake River Birds of Prey NCA 1o
conaider qur comments and include them in the RMP,

Sincerely,
ial Ty
Presidem

Vigw

Ietahar Samte 404 Association Idmho Saaie dxd Assccistion
4013 Scuithicke Hihd 2078 N Wingaie I
Nampa, bisho 38681453 Merichian 1D K3646
by .y

2H-466-9 76 (H 208-598-0770 (H)
2080804248 () 208-250-2566 (C)
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‘FHEIFIEUHP ot Grogn 321

Awigaat 23, 200

M. Mike O'Dopnell

Baresa of [and Management
Baolse District

3048 Development Avense
Beobse. 113 837053

R Comments on the Drafl Resowree Management Plin and
Emvironmcnial impact $talement for the Snake River Binds of Prey Maticnal

Conservation Area
Dear M. O Doninel]:

PacifiCorp appreciaes the opportanity 10 provide comments on the drafi Resource Management Flan
(RMP) and Environmental Impact Statement (E15) for the Snske Hiver Birds of Prey Natonal
Conservatbon Area. We want 1o ensure thal the Bereau of Land Managemeni {ALM) undersinnds
the issues and reconsmended sctions 1bag could potentially mpact PacifiCony's exbting facilities.

We also request that BLM consider not only our existing rights and ascs bist the potential for fisture
encrpy development, which would reguire rights-af- way on fiederal lasd entified in the EIS ped
RMP for Snake River Binds of Prey Mational Conservation Arca

W'e are mterested in makimg sare that the final decision document provides PacifiComp wth the
ability to mainksin existing [ecilities, upgrade and'or expand existing facilities; and locate new
facalities as needied,  The BLM has indicaied that aliermative [ js preferred which includes o 43,000
scre aviddange srea and no new wility comidor. PacifiConp generally sapparis mosi componenis of
altermative 1 bl has coneems with the o pew energy commidlor asd that all irmnspostmion systems
“would ke located within the existing utility corridos™ (p 3-68 wable 1.1k PacifiCom would prefer
i see aliernative 1) include the new energy comidor a8 praposcd in alierative C e continued use
of exisiing road network transporiation language as described in aliemative B ipg 3651 Please refier
1o the enclosed table for owr extended comments on the drafil EMP,

We have also compiled & magp of PazifiCom's facilities within the BMP®* Planming Area for the Snake
River Birds of Prey Mafional Conscrvathon Arca and afe transmiting the following informalion 1o
you on the enclosed C1 for vous review and consideration:

= A map of PaciliCorp’s facilitbes within or near the BLM PMlanming Area as well as poographic
informatbon system (G15) data shapefile.
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= A document titled “Eleciric Transmission and Distribution Lise (Fower Ling) Malsicnance
Activities” We have prepared this document so that federal snd stale land managers will
have a better understanding of PacifiCorp’s operational and maintenance needs for acoess its
Eacilities on pubslic lands.

FacifiCom bas long recogaized the nead 1o develop business practhees, bath o public and
privale lands, which are in harmony with vatid and appropoate land use requirements. We ane
commitled 1o maintaining our cooperative relationship and record of sewardship on BLM lands.
Wi hopa the enclosed cormments will allow the BLM to prodisce o final RMP that offers surtable
pratections b the uniguse resources within the planning area while scoommodating bolh existing
and future wees including PacifiCorp facilities sequired o provide critical clectric services to the
people of ldshe and western United Siales,

I yous have any questions on the enclosad information, please feel free to contact YMaggie Hodny
in PagifiCoep's Portlond oflice. hMapggic can be reached ol $03-813-5889,

Uilice of Geneml Coussel

Enclosures
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