
APPENDIX

III
WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSEDACTION

DUNCAN CREEK WSA I117B RECOMMENDATION WN12

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

10005 ACRES ADJACENT TO 54835 ACRES BIG JACKS CREEK WSA WHICHIS ADJACENT TO 58040 ACRE LITTLE JACKS CREEK WSA RECOMMENDATION
WOULD RESULT IN WILDERNESS BLOCK OF 93275 ACRES

99 NATURAL APPEARING RECOMMENDATION WOULD REMOVE EXISTING
IMPRINTS AND ALLOW MANAGEMENT TO MAINTAIN PRISTINE QUALITY

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION

SPECIAL FEATURES

ECOLOGICAL VALUES 65 IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION SAGEBRUSH
STEPPE ABOUT EQUALLY DIVIDED BETWEEN BIG AND LOW SAGEBRUSH
COMMUNITIES

POPULATION OF SENSITIVE MOUNTAIN QUAIL

SENSITIVE REDBANDED TROUT IN CREEK

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

RECOMMENDATION WOULD ADD 9400 ACRES WITH 65 IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL
CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT WOULD REQUIRE ACQUISITION OF THE STATE INHOLDING OR
AGREEMENT BY THE STATE THAT ONLY WILDERNESS COMPATIBLE USES WOULD BE
PERMITTED SUITABLE RECOMMENDATION IS DEPENDENT UPON THIS CONDITION
BEING SATISFIED

IMPRINTS OF MAN HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM AREA RECOMMENDED SUITABLE WHICHWILL PERMIT MANAGEMENT TO MAINTAIN PRISTINE QUALITY OF PROPOSED
WILDERNESS AREA



QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

NO OTHER KNOWN RESOURCE CONFLICTS

IMPACT OF NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

INCREASED LIVESTOCK GRAZING COULD AFFECT ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF GOOD
CONDITION SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS
PRISTINE CHARACTER PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE MAINTAINED

PUBLIC COMMENT

DURING THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMEN
DATIONS 38 COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED ON DUNCAN CREEK 33 SUPPORTING
WILDERNESS AND OPPOSED PROPONENTS OF WILDERNESS CITED THE

FOLLOWING VALUES ECOLOGICAL VALUES 11 WILDLIFE HABITAT OR
SENSITIVE SPECIES RARE PLANTS AND GENERAL WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY

COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN OWYHEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE

HOWEVER OPPOSED BLM WILDERNESS IN OWYHEE COUNTY

RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS
BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY THE AREA WILL BE MANAGED
FOR QUALITY MULE DEER HUNTING AND PRESERVATION OF ITS BACKCOUNTRY
NATURE



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED

ACTION

BIG JACKS CREEK WSA 1L17C RECOMMENDATION WN13

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

54835 ACRES ADJACENT TO 58040 ACRE LITTLE JACKS WSA AND 10005
ACRE DUNCAN CREEK WSA

98 NATURAL APPEARING

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION ARE EXCEPTIONAL
WHEN COMPARED TO OTHER WSAS IN THE DISTRICT

SPECIAL FEATURES

ECOLOGICAL VALUES 50 IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION SAGEBRUSH
STEPPE 16000 ACRES OF GOOD CONDITION PLATEAU 75 BIG SAGEBRUSH
AND 25 LOW SAGEBRUSH

IDENTIFIED BY IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT AS POTENTIAL BIGHORN

SHEEP HABITAT

POPULATION OF SENSITIVE MOUNTAIN QUAIL

SENSITIVE REDBANDED TROUT IN CREEK

CLASS SCENERY

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

PRESERVATION OF NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITIES

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE ECOSYSTEM IS IN

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

RECOMMENDATION WOULD ADD ABOUT 48000 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE
WITH ABOUT 50 IN GOOD CONDITION INCLUDED WOULD BE ABOUT 15500
ACRES OF GOOD CONDITION PLATEAU

THERE IS NO REPRESENTATION OF THE SAIT UESERT SHRUB ECOSYSTEM IN

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

THE WSA INCLUDES ABOUT 3000 ACRES OF SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION
ABOUT 2000 ACRES IS INCLUDED IN THE WILDERNESS RECOMMENDATION ALL

OF THE SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION IS IN POOR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION



CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

4500 ACRES WERE TRIMMED FROM THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE WSA
BECAUSE THE AREA DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT WILDERNESS VALUES TO JUSTIFY
MANAGEMENT ACTIONS NECESSARY TO INCORPORATE IT INTO THE PROPOSED
WILDERNESS

QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

THE PROPOSED JACKS CREEK LIVESTOCK WATERING PIPELINE WOULD WATER

PLATEAUS TO THE WEST OF BIG JACKS TWO LATERALS OF THIS PIPELINE
CONFLICT WITH THE PROPOSED WILDERNESS SPECIFIC AUMS INVOLVED WILL
BE ANALYSED IN THE WILDERNESS EIS

THE BOUNDARY OF THE PROPOSED WILDERNESS HAS BEEN ADJUSTED TO

ACCOMODATE UTILITY CORRIDOR 18 MILE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE EL PASO
NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

NO OTHER KNOWN CONFLICTS

IMPACT OF NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

JACKS CREEK LIVESTOCK WATERING PIPELINE LATERALS WOULD SEVERELY

IMPAIR WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS OF AFFECTED AREAS

INCREASED LIVESTOCK GRAZING COULD AFFECT ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF GOOD
CONDITION SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

PUBLIC COMMENT

SEE DISCUSSION UNDER LITTLE JACKS WSA

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONELI WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY

COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN OWYHEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE
HOWEVER OPPOSED BLM WILDERNESS IN OWYHEE COUNTY



RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS
DRAFT BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY PRIORITY MANAGEMENT
OF BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR SHEEP WITH REMAINDER OF THE AREA

MANAGED FOR QUALITY MULE DEER HUNTING AND PRESERVATION OF ITS

BACKCOUNTRY NATURE



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED

ACTION

LITTLE JACKS CREEK WSA 1116 RECOMMENDATION WN14

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

58040 ACRES ADJACENT TO 54835 ACRE BIG JACKS WSA WHICH IS

ADJACENT TO 10005 ACRE DUNCAN CREEK WSA COMBINED RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR THESE THREE WSAS WOULD RESULT IN WILDERNESS BLOCK OF 93275
ACRES

98 NATURAL APPEARING RECOMMENDATION WOULD REMOVE 12 LIVESTOCK

IMPROVEMENTS AND 12 MILES OF CHERRY STEM ROADS FROM THE PROPOSED
WILDERNESS

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION ARE EXCEPTIONAL

WHEN COMPARED TO OTHER WSAS IN THE DISTRICT

SPECIAL FEATURES

ECOLOGICAL VALUES 30 IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION 10000 ACRES

OF GOOD CONDITION SAGEBRUSH STEPPE PLATEAU

OCCUPIED BY HERD OF 100 TO 125 SENSITIVE CALIFORNIA BIGHORN

SHEEP PROPOSED WILDERNESS WOULD INCLUDE VIRTUALLY ALL OF THE

PRESENTLY USED HABITAT FOR THIS POPULATION

POPULATION OF SENSITIVE MOUNTAIN QUAIL

INCLUDES PROPOSED RESEARCH NATURAL AREA SAGEBRUSH STEPPE
PROPOSED WILDERNESS WOULD INCLUDE ALL OF THE RESEARCH NATURAL AREA

SENSITIVE REDBANDED TROUT IN CREEK

LITTLE JACKS CANYON COMPLEX CLASS SCENERY

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

PRESERVATION OF BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT

PRESERVATION OF NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITIES

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE ECOSYSTEM IS IN

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

RECOMMENDATION WOULD ADD 34000 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE INCLUDING

ABOUT UJU XS OD TORI PLDTEHL



THERE IS NO REPRESENTATION OF THE SALT DESERT SHRUB ECOSYSTEM IN

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

THE WSA CONTAINS ABOUT 2000 ACRES OF SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION

BUT NONE OF IT IS INCLUDED IN THE SUITABLE RECOMMENDATION SALT

DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION IS ALL IN POOR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION AND

PROSPECTS FOR RECOVERY ARE REMOTE AREAS CONTAINING SALT DESERT

SHRUB VEGETATION WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO MANAGE TO MAINTAIN THEIR

WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

2700 ACRES IMPACTED BY PRIVATE INHOLDINGS VOLUNTARY ACQUISITION OF

THESE INHOLDINGS IS UNLIKELY THIS PORTION OF WSA RECOMMENDED AS

NONSUITABLE

3300 ACRES WITH MARGINAL WILDERNESS VALUES IMPACTED BY ADJACENT ROAD
THIS PORTION OF WSA RECOMMENDED AS NONSUITABLE

2350 ACRES HAVE BEEN TRIMMED FROM EAST BOUNDARY TO IMPROVE PHYSICAL

CONF IGURAT ION

CHERRY STEM ROADS WHICH SERVICE 11 LIVESTOCK RESERVOIRS COULD COMPROMISE

EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF ABOUT 16500 ACRES PRESERVATION OF WILDERNESS

CHARACTERISTICS WOULD REQUIRE MANAGEMENT COMMITMENT TO CLOSE THE CHERRY

STEM ROADS IN THE PROPOSED ACTION THIS AREA IS RECOMMENDED AS NON
SUITABLE TO IMPROVE NATURALNESS AND MANAGEABILITY OF THE PROPOSED

WILDERNESS

QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH PROPOSED JACKS CREEK LIVE
STOCK WATERING PIPELINE

THE BOUNDARY OF THE PROPOSED WILDERNESS HAS BEEN ADJUSTED TO

ACCOMODATE UTILITY CORRIDOR 18 MILE ON BOTH SIDES OF THE EL PASO

NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

500 ACRES PROPOSED FOR SEEDING OF NONNATIVE SPECIES THIS AREA

RECOMMENDED AS NONSUITABLE BECAUSE OF IMPACT OF ADJACENT ROAD

700 ACRES PROPOSED FOR HERBICIDE SPRAY BRUSH CONTROL AREA

RECOMMENDED AS SUITABLE

IMPACT OF NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

WILDERNESS VALUES WILL BE IRREVERSIBLY LOST ON 500 ACRES SCHEDULED

FOR SEEDING OF NONNATIVE SPECIES



INCREASED LIVESTOCK GRAZING COULD AFFECT ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF GOOD
CONDITION SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS
PRISTINE CHARACTER PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE MAINTAINED

PUBLIC COMMENT

CONTROVERSY OVER THE PROPOSED JACKS CREEK LIVESTOCK WATERING PIPE
LINE HAS CREATED VERY STRONG PUBLIC INTEREST IN THE TWO AFFECTED

WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS HOST PUBLIC COMMENTS HAVE LUMPED THE

ADJACENT LITTLE JACKS AND BIG JACKS WSAS TOGETHER

IN THE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMENDATIONS
76 PUBLIC COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED 69 SUPPORTING WILDERNESS AND

OPPOSED PROPONENTS OF WILDERNESS CITED THE FOLLOWING REASONS
BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT 17 ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF RELATIVELY
UNDISTURBED VEGETATION COMMUNITIES 12 WILDLIFE HABITAT
WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS REDBANDED TROUT AND

RECREATION PUBLIC COMMENT WOULD INDICATE THE LOCAL PRO
WILDERNESS CONSTITUENCY IS PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH ECOLOGICAL AND

WILDLIFE VALUES OF WILDERNESS PRESERVING RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES
IS NOT PRIMARY OBJECTIVE THIS IS WHY PRESERVING SUBSTANTIAL

PORTIONS OF PLATEAU ACREAGE IS IMPORTANT TO THIS GROUP MOST OF

THE UNIQUE ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF THESE AREAS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE

PLATEAUS RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANTS NATURAL PLANT COMMUNITIES
AND ECOSYSTEMS NOT CURRENTLY REPRESENTED IN THE WILDERNESS SYSTEM

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE

STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY

COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN OWYHEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE

HOWEVER OPPOSED BLM WILDERNESS IN OWYHEE COUNTY

RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS
DRAFT BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY PRIORITY MANAGEMENT
OF BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR THIS SPECIES



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED
ACTION

UPPER DEEP CREEK WSA L1144B RECOMMENDATION WN15

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

11510 ACRES RECOMMENDATION WOULD REDUCE THE SIZE OF THE PROPOSED
WILDERNESS TO 5700 ACRES

95 NATURAL APPEARING

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION

SPECIAL FEATURES

ECOLOGICAL VALUES INCLUDES 1200 ACRE AREA WITH INTERSPERSED
CLIMAX JUNIPER STANDS IN FAIR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION BEST REP
RESENTATION OF JUNIPER ECOSYSTEM IN BOISE DISTRICT WSAS

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

NO REPRESENTATION OF JUNIPER FOREST COMPONENT OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

ECOSYSTEM IN WILDERNESS SYSTEM

RECOMMENDATION WOULD INCLUDE 1200 ACRE AREA WITH INTERSPERSED
CLIMAX JUNIPER STANDS IN FAIR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

1230 ACRES OF FLAT ELONGATED PLATEAU LYING BETWEEN WSA BOUNDARY ROADS

AND CANYON RIMS TRIMMED TO IMPROVE PHYSICAL CONFIGURATION

ABOUT 4600 ACRES OF RELATIVELY FLAT PLATEAU HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THE

SOUTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE WSA THIS AREA IS SUSCEPTIBLE TO UN
AUTHORIZED ORV USE AND DOES NOT ADD TO RECREATIONAL OR ECOLOGICAL VALUES

OF THE PROPOSED WILDERNESS INTENSIVE MANAGEMENT OF THIS PLATEAU AREA
FOR LIVESTOCK WILL REDUCE GRAZING PRESSURE IN THE RIPARIAN ZONES AND

JUNIPER AREAS OF THE ADJACENT PROPOSED WILDERNESS EXCLUDING THIS

PLATEAU THEREFORE WILL ALLOW BETTER MANAGEMENT FOR PROTECTION OF THE

RECREATIONAL AND ECOLOGICAL VALUES THAT HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE WSA



QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

1250 ACRES PROPOSED FOR HERBICIDE SPRAYING BRUSH CONTROL
EXCLUDED FROM AREA RECOMMENDED AS SUITABLE FOR WILDERNESS

900 ACRES PROPOSED FOR HERBICIDE SPRAYING OR CONTROLLED BURNING

IMPACT OF NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

900 ACRES OF HERBICIDE SPRAYING COULD AFFECT ECOLOGICAL VALUE OF
CLIMAX JUNIPER AREAS

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS
PRISTINE CHARACTER PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE MAINTAINED

PUBLIC COMMENT

FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMENDATIONS 34 COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED ON

UPPER DEEP CREEK 31 SUPPORTING AND OPPOSED

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE

STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN OWYHEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE

HOWEVER OPPOSED BLM WILDERNESS IN OWYHEE COUNTY

RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS

BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY THE AREA WILL BE MANAGED
FOR QUALITY MULE DEER HUNTING AND PRESERVATION OF ITS BACKCOUNTRY
NATURE



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED

ACTION

POLE CREEK WSA 11118 RECOMMENDATION WNI6

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

25220 ACRES

95 NATURAL APPEARING

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION

SPECIAL FEATURES

MAJOR CONCENTRATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN POLE AND CAMAS CREEK

DRAINAGES INCLUDE HABITATION SITES CAVES HUNTING BLINDS ROCK

ALIGNMENTS AND NUMEROUS PETROGLYPHS HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS

ELIGIBLE FOR INCLUSION ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC SIES
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISTRICT ENCOMPASSES ABOUT 35 OF THE WSA

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

THIS WSA WOULD BE POOR REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SAGEBRUSH STEPPE
SINCE 60 OF THE VEGETATION IS IN POOR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION 35 IS

IN FAIR CONDITION AND LESS THAN IS IN GOOD CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

THE ENTIRE WSA CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY MANAGED AS WILDERNESS BECAUSE OF

SCATTERED PRIVATE INHOLDINGS THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SIX INHOLDINGS
AND THE OPEN VISTAS CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS TERRAIN INDICATE THAT
WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS IN THE CENTRAL CORE OF THE WSA COULD BE

SEVERELY COMPROMISED BY POTENTIAL IMPACTS FROM THESE INHOLDINGS
VOLUNTARY FEDERAL ACQUISITION OF THESE INHOLDINGS IS UNLIKELY

QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS



IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

3050 ACRES PROPOSED FOR HERBICIDE SPRAYING BRUSH CONTROL

CULTURAL RESOURCE OBJECTIVES TO STABILIZE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES
ON CAMAS CREEK MAY BE INCONSISTENT WITH WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT
POLICY WILDERNESS RESTRICTIONS ON EXCAVATIONS COULD IMPEDE
CONTINUATION OF IMPORTANT ARCHAEOLOGIAL RESEARCH THAT HAS BEEN
CONDUCTED FOR THE PAST SIX YEARS THESE CONFLICTS COULD BE
MITIGATED BY INCLUDING SPECIAL STIPULATIONS IN WILDERNESS
DESIGNATION LEGISLATION

IMPACT OF NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

ACTIVITIES ON PRIVATE INHOLDINGS COULD IMPAIR WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS OF ADJACENT FEDERAL LAND

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS
PRISTINE CHARACTER PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE MAINTAINED

PUBLIC COMMENT

FOLLOWING ME STEP RECOMMENDATIONS 26 COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED ON
POLE CREEK 25 SUPPORTING WILDERNESS OPPOSED INDIVIDUALS
COMMENTED ON THE IMPACT OF THE PRIVATE INHOLDINGS AND THE NEED TO
PROTECT THE AREAS ARCHAEOLOGICAL VALUES

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED
ACTION

SHEEP CREEK WEST WSA 11I36A RECOMMENDATION WN17

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

11620 ACRES

94 NATURAL APPEARING

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRIMITIVE RECREATION

WILDERNESS INVENTORY FOUND UNIT LACKED OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SOLITUDE

SPECIAL FEATURES

ECOLOGICAL VALUES WIDEST DIVERSITY OF PLANT COMUNITIES AND

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION VEGETATION OF ALL
WSAS IN THE DISTRICT 75 IN GOOD CONDITION WITH FIVE MAJOR
ECOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES WELL REPRESENTED BIG SAGEBRUSH LOW

SAGEBRUSH MOUNTAIN BRUSH ASPEN WOODLAND AND RIPARIAN

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE ECOSYSTEM IN DESIGNATED
WILDERNESS

RECOMMENDATION WOULD ADD 11620 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

VEGETATION WITH 75 IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

NO MANAGEABILITY PROBLEMS

QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

NO OTHER KNOWN RESOURCE CONFLICTS



IMPACT ON NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

INCREASED LIVESTOCK GRAZING COULD AFFECT ECOLOGICAL VALUES OF GOOD
CONDITION SAGEBRUSH STEPPE

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS
PRISTINE CHARACTER PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE MAINTAINED

PUBLIC COMMENT

THIRTY LETTERS WERE RECEIVED FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMENDATIONS
26 SUPPORTING WILDERNESS OPPOSED

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NOT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN OWYHEE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAVE
HOWEVER OPPOSED BILL WILDERNESS IN OWYHEE COUNTY

RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS
BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY THE AREA WILL BE MANAGED
FOR QUALITY MULE DEER HUNTING AND PRESERVATION OF ITS BACKCOUNTRY
NATURE



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED

BRUNEAU RIVER WSA 11117 RECOMMENDATION WN18

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

107020 ACRES

97 NATURAL APPEARING

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE AND PRIMITIVE RECREATION ARE EXCEPTIONAL
WHEN COMPARED TO OTHER WSAS IN THE DISTRICT NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED
AS AN OUTSTANDING RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITY FOR EXPERIENCED WHITE
WATER KAYAKERS AND FLOATBOATERS

SPECIAL FEATURES

BRUNEAU CANYON AND RIM HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS ELIGIBLE FOR
INCLUSION ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES BECAUSE OF

THE NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF ITS ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES

CANYON IS MAJOR SCENIC ATTRACTION IDENTIFIED ON IDAHO STATE
TOURIST MAPS

ECOLOGICAL VALUES 20000 ACRES OF SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION

INCLUDES ONE THREATENED AND TWO UNCOMMONPLANT SPECIES

POPULATION OF SENSITIVE REDBANDED TROUT

POTENTIAL HABITAT FOR CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

THERE IS NO REPRESENTATION OF THE SALT DESERT SHRUB ECOSYSTEM IN

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS

WSA CONTAINS 20000 ACRES OF SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION BUT ALL

20000 ACRES IS IN POOR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION PROSPECTS FOR

RECOVERY ARE REMOTE OF ITS ECOLOGICAL CONDITION THIS WSA
WOULD BE POOR REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SALT DESERT SHRUB COMMUNITY
NONE OF THE SALT DESERT SHRUB HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED

WILDERNESS THIS WILL LEAVE THE BOISE DISTRICT WITH NO REPRESEN
TATION OF WINTERFAT COMMUNITIES IN ITS PROPOSED WILDERNESS




