
CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

ABOUT 65700 ACRES ARE BEING RECOMMENDED AS NONSUITABLE THESE ARE
PLATEAU AREAS ADJACENT TO THE BRUNEAU CANYON THE PLATEAUS ARE ALL IN
POOR ECOLOGICAL CONDITION AND ARE PHYSICALLY ISOLATED FROM THE CANYON BY
SHEER WALLED CLIFFS IMPRINTS OF MAN AND THE ACCESSABILITY OF THE AREA
TO VEHICLES INDICATES THAT THE WILDERNESS VALUES DO NOT WARRANT THE
MANAGERIAL ATTENTION THAT MAY BE NECESSARY TO EFFECTIVELY MANAGE THESE
AREAS AS WILDERNESS

QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

18750 ACRES PROPOSED FOR BRUSH CONTROL AND SEEDING OF NONNATIVE
SPECIES

IMPACT ON NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

WILDERNESS VALUES WILL BE IRREVERSIBLY LOST ON 18750 ACRES
SCHEDULED FOR SEEDING OF NONNATIVE SPECIES

PLATEAU AREAS WILL LACK THE AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS
DESIGNATION ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS
CHARACTERISTICS

IF WILD AND SCENIC RIVER LEGISLATION IS PASSED NONDESIGNATION AS
WILDERNESS WILL HAVE NO IMPACT ON THE CANYON OR ITS WILDERNESS
VALUES WITHOUT WILD AND SCENIC RIVER LEGISLATION THE CANYON WILL
LACK THE AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS

PUBLIC COMMENT

FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMENDATIONS 45 PUBLIC COMMENTS WERE
RECEIVED 42 SUPPORTING WILDERNESS AND OPPOSED MOST COMMENTS
CENTERED ON THE PLATEAU AREAS OF THE WSA TWENTYSIX COMMENTERS
STATED THE PLATEAUS SHOULD BE RECOMMENDED FOR WILDERNESS REGARDLESS
OF THE WILD AND SCENIC RIVER DESIGNATION THE MOST PREVALENT
REASON CITED WAS THE VALUE OF THE PLATEAU AS REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE SALT DESERT SHRUB VEGETATION COMMUNITY

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO



CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

THIS RECOMMENDAIAON CONFLICTS WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY COMPRE
HENSIVE LAND USE PLAN WHICH STATES SINCE THE COUNTY DOES NOT HAVE

THE RESOURCES TO HANDLE INCREASED TRAFFIC AND TOURISTS THE COUNTY
PLAN DOES NOT RECOMMEND THE WILD RIVER DESIGNATIONS

RECOMMENDATION IS CONSISTENT WITH IDAHO FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENTS
BIG GAME MANAGEMENT PLANS WHICH SPECIFY PRIORITY MANAGEMENT OF

BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR THIS SPECIES



AF PE NDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED
ACTION

SHEEP CREEK EAST WSA 1LL36B RECOMMENDATION WN2L

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

5050 ACRES

97 NATURAL APPEARING

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRIMITIVE RECREATION

WILDERNESS INVENTORY FOUND UNIT LACKED OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SOLITUDE

SPECIAL FEATURES

NONE IDENTIFIED

I4ULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITS

NOTAPPLICABLETORECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE ECOSYSTEM IN DESIGNATED
WILDERNESS

THIS WSA WOULD BE POOR REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SAGEBRUSH STEPPE
ECOSYSTEM SINCE THERE ARE NO AREAS IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

THE ENTIRE WSA CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY MANAGED AS WILDERNESS THE ONLY
WILDERNESS VALUE IDENTIFIED FOR THIS WSA IS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR
PRIMITIVE RECREATION RESEARCH INDICATES INDIVIDUALS SEEKING PRIMITIVE
EXPERIENCES REQUIRE OR LESS CONTACTS PER DAY FOR THE EXPERIENCE TO BE

SATISFACTORY SEE BLM MANUAL 8320 THE RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE OF THIS
WSA AND THE CORRIDOR EFFECT OF THE CANYON DRASTICALLY LIMITS THE NUMBERS
OF PARTIES THAT COULD USE THE AREA AND HAVE SATISFACTORY PRIMITIVE
EXPERIENCE PERMIT SYSTEM WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REGULATE USE AND
MAINTAIN OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE THE VALUES OF THIS WSA
DO NOT WARRANT THE MANAGERIAL ATTENTION THAT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR

PRIMITIVE RECREATION



APPENDIX

WILDERNESS PLANNING CRITERIA AND QUALITY STANDARDS RELATION TO THE PROPOSED
ACTION

SHEEP CREEK EAST WSA I1136B RECOMMENDATION WN2L

CRITERIA WILDERNESS VALUES

MANDATORY WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

5050 ACRES

97 NATURAL APPEARING

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRIMITIVE RECREATION

WILDERNESS INVENTORY FOUND UNIT LACKED OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR SOLITUDE

SPECIAL FEATURES

NONE IDENTIFIED

MULTIPLE RESOURCE BENEFITB

NOT APPLICABLE TO RECOMMENDATION

DIVERSITY IN THE NATIONAL WILDERNESS PRESERVATION SYSTEM

LESS THAN 35500 ACRES OF SAGEBRUSH STEPPE ECOSYSTEM IN DESIGNATED
WILDERNESS

THIS WSA WOULD BE POOR REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SAGEBRUSH STEPPE
ECOSYSTEM SINCE THERE ARE NO AREAS IN GOOD ECOLOGICAL CONDITION

CRITERIA MANAGEABILITY

THE ENTIRE WSA CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY MANAGED AS WILDERNESS THE ONLY
WILDERNESS VALUE IDENTIFIED FOR THIS WSA IS THE OPPORTUNITY FOR
PRIMITIVE RECREATION RESEARCH INDICATES INDIVIDUALS SEEKING PRIMITIVE
EXPERIENCES REQUIRE OR LESS CONTACTS PER DAY FOR THE EXPERIENCE TO BE
SATISFACTORY SEE BLM MANUAL 8320 THE RELATIVELY SMALL SIZE OF THIS
WSA AND THE CORRIDOR EFFECT OF THE CANYON DRASTICALLY LIMITS THE NUMBERS
OF PARTIES THAT COULD USE THE AREA AND HAVE SATISFACTORY PRIMITIVE
EXPERIENCE PERMIT SYSTEM WOULD BE NECESSARY TO REGULATE USE AND
MAINTAIN OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOLITUDE THE WILDERNESS VALUES OF THIS WSA
DO NOT WARRANT THE MANAGERIAL ATTENTION THAT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR
PRIMITIVE RECREATION



QUALITY STANDARDS

ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

NO KNOWN ENERGY OR MINERAL CONFLICTS

IMPACTS ON OTHER RESOURCES

3150 ACRES PROPOSED FOR CONTROLLED BURNING

IMPACT ON NONDESIGNATION ON WILDERNESS VALUES

AFFIRMATIVE SAFEGUARDS OF WILDERNESS DESIGNATION WOULD BE LACKING
ACCRETION OF SMALL PROJECTS COULD ERODE WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

PUBLIC COMMENT

FOLLOWING MFP STEP RECOMMENDATIONS 30 COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED
ALL SUPPORTED WILDERNESS AND WERE OPPOSED TO OUR RATIONALE THAT
THIS AREA COULD NOT BE EFFECTIVELY MANAGED AS WILDERNESS

LOCAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT SOCIAL IMPACTS

THERE ARE NO SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC EFFECTS ON OWYHEE COUNTY OR THE
STATE OF IDAHO

CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PLANS

RECOMMENDATION DOES NAT CONFLICT WITH THE 1974 OWYHEE COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN



NOV 24

UNITED STATES NAME MFP
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BRUNEAU
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ACTIVITY

TRANSPORTATIONSUPPORT
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK PLAN STEP OBJECTIVE NUMBER

ACTIVITY OBJECTIVES

OBJECTIVE T1
PROVIDE LEGAL ROAD ACCESS OVER 58 MILES OF EXISTING ROADS ACROSS PRIVATE AND STATE
LAND IN SUPPORT OI THE RECREATION WILDLIFE HABITAT AND RANGE RESOURCE DISCIPLINES
AND TO MEET THE REQUIREMENTS OF TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

RATIONALE

THE BRUNEAU TRANSPORTATION PLAN INCLUDES 25 ROADS TOTALING 506 MILES OF WHICH ONLY
ROADS TOTALING 130 MILES HAVE UNRESTRICTED LEGAL ACCESS NO EASEMENTS EXIST ON 24

MILES OF PRIVATE ROAD WITHIN 12 ROAD SYSTEMS TOTALING 305 MILES FURTHERMORE WITH

16 ROAD SYSTEMS TOTALING 344 MILES 34 MILES CROSS IDAHO STATE LAND WITHOUT PERMIT
THE LACK OF EASEMENTS OR PERMITS TO USE THESE ROAD SEGMENTS IMPLIES THAT TRAVEL OR

MAINTENANCE COULD BE RESTRICTED AT ANY TIME BY THE LANDOWNERS ON 58 MILES WHICH ARE

PART OF 25 ROADS TOTALING 506 MILES THE IMPACTS OF THE SUDDEN CLOSURE OF THESE
ROADS CANNOT BE QUANTIFIED REALISTICALLY BUT PUBLIC INDIGNATION AND DISRUPTED BLM

PROGRAMS WOULD BE FORCES TO RECKON WITH FURTHERMORE NO APPROPRIATED MONEY MAY BE

SPENT FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE OR CONSTRUCTION ON PRIVATE LAND UNLESS THE ROAD IS COVER

BY AN EASEMENT DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING PROGRAM OF SURVEY APPRAISAL AND

ACQUISITION WILL RESULT IN INCREASED ACQUISITION COSTS LARGELY DUE TO RAPIDLY

INCREASING LAND VALUES

INSRUCTIOZS ON REVERSE FORM 160020 APRIL 1975



VIAR 31983
UNITED STATES NAME MFP

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BRUNEAU
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ACTIVITY

TRANSPORTATIONSUPPORT
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK PLAN OVERLAY REFERENCE

RECOMMENDATIONANALYSISDECISION STEP T1 STEP

RECOMMENDATION

EVALUATE PRIORITIZE AND COORDINATE ROAD ACCESS NEEDS WITH RESPECT TO

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT NEEDS

ENGINEERING FEASIBILITIES LOCATION COSTS
INTRAAGENCY ANDOR OTHER USER DEMANDS

TYPE OF EASEMENT PERMIT OR AGREEMENT NEEDED

RATIONALE

BECAUSE HISTORICALLY BLM HAS ENJOYED RELATIVELY UNRESTRICTED INGRESS AND EGRESS
ACROSS ECISTING PRIVATE ROADS LITTLE ATTENTION HAS BEEN FOCUSED ON LEGAL ACCESS OT
ENGINEERING STANDARDS JURISDICTION FOR ROAD CONTROL AND MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITY
IS CONVENIENTLY UNCERTAIN IN MOST INTANCES EXCEPT DEDICATED COUNTY ROADS

SUPPORT NEEDS

RESOURCE SPECIALISTS AND ACCESS SPECIALISTS

MULTIPLE USE ANALYSIS

INTERDISCIPLINE COORDINATION INCLUDING ENGINEERING INPUT WILL LEAD TO THE IDEN
TIFICATION AND PRIORITTZATION OF SPECIFIC ACCESS NEEDS TO INTERCONNECT THE TRANS
PORTATION PLAN ROAD SYSTEM WHILE MINIMIZING RESOURCE CONFLICTS AND MAXIMIZING
BENEFITS

MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION

SAME AS STEP

DECISION

ACCEPT MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION



TI 3J33

UNITED STATES NAME MFP
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BRUNEAU
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ACTIVITYTR TL NN
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK PLAN OVERLAY REFERENCE

RECOMMENDATIONANALYSIS STEP T1 STEP

RECOMMENDATION TL

ON PRIORITY BASIS IMMEDIATELY COMMENCE TO SURVEY EXISTING ANDOR PROPOSED ROAD
LOCATIONS NEEDED FOR BLM ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLIC ACCESS AND PREPARE SURVEY PLATS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH BLM 2130 MANUAL REQUIREMENTS

RATIONALE

SURVEY AND PLATTING IS THE FIRST STEP IN THE EASEMENT ACQUISITION PROCESS THIS CAN
BE TIMECONSUMING STEP AND SURVEY PROBLEMS COMMONLY DELAY THE EASEMENT ACQUISITION
PROCESS HOWEVER SURVEY NOTES AND EASEMENT PLATS CAN EASILY BE RETAINED PENDING THE
APPROPRIATION OF MONEY FOR THE STEPS OF APPRAISAL AND PURCHASE OF EASEMENTS

SUPPORT NEEDS

CADASTRAL SURVEY
OPERATIONS SURVEY

MULTIPLE USE ANALYSIS

NO RESOURCE CONFLICTS IDENTIFIED

MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION

SAME AS STEP

DECISION

ACCEPT MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION

ADD II TONAL IWETS II NEEDED

ID



UNITED STATES NAME MFP
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BRUNEAU
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

ACTIVITY

TRANSNORTATIONSUOPORT
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK PLAN OVERLAY REFERENCE

RECOMMENDATIONANALYSISDECISION STEP T1 STEP

EASEMENTS AS SURVEYS ARE COMPLETED AND FUNDS BECOME AVAILABLE

RATIONALE

APPRAISAL AND EASEMENT PURCHASE MUST BE COMPLETED IN CLOSE SEQUENCE TO BRING THE
EASEMENT ACQUISITION TO SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION

SUPPORT NEEDS

STATE OFFICE APPRAISAL STAFF
DISTRICT ACCESS SPECIALIST

MULTIPLE USE ANALYSIS

NO CONFLICTS IDENTIFIED

MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION

SAME AS STEP

DECISION

ACCEPT MULTIPLE USE RECOMMENDATION

ADDITIONAL SHEETS IF NEEDED



NAME JACKS CREEKSHOOFLY CREEK BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREA AN AREA OF
CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN

II MANGEMENT OBJECTIVES

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE HABITAT FOR 100 CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP IN
THE LITTLE JACKS CREEK CANYON AREA

PROTECT AND ENHANCE BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR POTENTIAL REINTRODUC
TION OF SHEEP INTO SHOOFLY CREEK AND BIG JACKS CREEK DRAINAGES

PROTECT MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE HABITAT TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGE
CONDITION CLASS

PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE SCENIC AND NATURAL VALUES PRESENT IN THE
AREA

III DESCRIPTION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

THIS 56300 ACRE AREA HAS NUMEROUS RUGGED DEEP CANYONS WHICH
HAVE EXCEPTIONAL SCENIC QUALITY THE CANYON COMPLEX PROVIDES
SUITABLE HABITAT FOR CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP IA 1967 12
CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS VERE RELEASED ON RATTLESNAKE CREEK TRIBUTARY
OF LITTLE JACKS CREEK THE POPULATION HAS EXPANDED THROUGHOUT
20900 ACRE AREA ON THE LITTLE JACKS CREEK DRAINAGE AND WESTWARD INTO
THE GULCHES BETWEEN LITTLE JACKS CREEK AND SHOOFLY CREEK THE
POPULATION NUMBERS OF THE LITTLE JACKS CREEK POPULATION SEEM TO STILL
BE INCREASING DATA COLLECTED DURING JUNE OF 1980 SHOVED EVELAUB
RATIO OF 10074 AND AN ESTIMATED POPULATION OF 100 BIGHORNS

AN AREA OF APPROXIMATELY 11600 ACRES ON SHOOFLY CREEK AND
23800 ACRES ON BIG JACKS CREEK CONTAINS HABITAT WHICH IS POTENTIALLY
SUITABLE FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF BIGHORN SHEEP SHEEP MAY EXPAND
INTO THESE AREAS NATURALLY FROM THE HERD ON LITTLE JACKS CREEK OR
THEY MAY BE TRANSPLANTED INTO THESE AREAS BY THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND GAME THE DETERMINATION OF WHETHER OR NOT TO TRANSPLANT
SHEEP INTO THESE AREAS HAS NOT BEEN MADE AT THIS TIME EXISTING AND
POTENTIAL BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREAS ARE SHOWN ON OVERLAY D2
RELEVANCE

THIS AREA SATISFIES THE RELEVANCE CRITERIA BECAUSE BIGHORN SHEEP
ARE WILDLIFE RESOURCE AND THE HABITAT NEEDED TO SUPPORT THEM IS
CONSIDERED TO BE NATURAL SYSTEM OR PROCESS

IMPORTANCE

FEWER THAN 1700 CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS EXIST IN THE UNITED STATES
THE ENTIRE WORLD POUPLATION OF CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS IS LIMITED TO
ABOUT 3500 ANIMALS MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING POPULATIONS AND THE
REESTABLISHMENT OF OTHER POPULATIONS IS NEEDED TO ENSURE THE
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF THESE BIGHORNS PROTECTION OF BIGHORN SHEEP



HABITAT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS MAJOR CONCERN BY THE IDAHO DEPT OF
FISH AND GAME VARIOUS STATE AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONSAS WELL AS NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BRUNEAU

I4FP AND THE BRUNEAUKUNA GRAZING EIS

CRITICALNESS

CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP HAV BEEN DESIGNATED AS SENSITIVE
SPECIES SENSITIVE SPECIES REFERS TO WILDLIFE SPECIES WHICH HAVEBEEN OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED BY THE BLH AND IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME THROUGH MEMORANDUMOF UNDERSTANDING THEY ARE SPECIES FOR
WHICH SPECIAL MANAGEMENT CONSIDERATIONS ARE NECESSARY CO ENSURE THEIR
CONTINUED EXISTENCE ALTHOUGH THESE SPECIES ARE NOT IN AS MUCH
JEOPARDY AS ENDANGERED OR THREATENED SPECIES FURTHER POPULATION
DECLINES OR HABITAT DETERMINATION MAY RESULT IN THE MORE RESTRICTIVE
LISTINGS

BIGHORN SHEEP FORMERLY RANGED OVER OVYHEE COUNTY THEY WERE
ELIMINATED SOMETIME BETWEEN 19201930 AFTER PERIOD OF DECLINE
COMBINATION OF FACTORS IS CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR
EXTINCTION EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT THE SCABIES MITE INTRODUCED BY
DOMESTIC SHEEP WAS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN ELIMINATING SOME
POPULATIONS AND SEVERELY REDUCING OTHERS OVERHUNTING AND
COMPETITION FOR FORAGE WITH DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK ARE CONSIDERED
CONTRIBUTING FACTORS IN THE LOSS OF THE REMAINING POPULATIONS

MAINTENANCE OF SUITABLE BIGHORN HABITAT IN THIS AREA IS
DEPENDENT UPON MAINTAINING AN ADEQUATE HIGH QUALITY FOOD SUPPLY AND
LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF DISTURBANCE FROM PEOPLE VEHICLES LIVESTOCK
OR OTHER ACTIVITIES

PROTECTION OF THE BIGHORN HABITAT IS DEPENDENT UPON MAINTAINING
SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK AND THE BIGHORN SHEEP

BIGHORNS GENERALLY AVOID USING AREAS WHERE CONCENTRATIONS OF OTHER
UNGULATES CATTLE HORSES SHEEP DEER ANTELOPE ETC OCCUR
BIGHORNS RESTRICT THEIR HABITAT USE TO AREAS OF LESS DISTURBANCE
THIS HABITAT CONSTRICTION CAN CAUSE TEMPORARY FORAGE OVERUSE AND
INTRASPECIFIC STRESS OR BOTH THE RESULT IS LOVER CARRYING
CAPACITY IF THE CARRYING CAPACITY IS REDUCED TOO FAR THE INSIDIOUS
EFFECTS OF INBREEDING CAN RESULT IN TOTAL LOSS OF THE POPULATION

BIGHORNS ALSO AVOID CONTACT WITH PEOPLE CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE
POPULATION CENTERS OF SOUTHWEST IDAHO RESULTS IN NUMEROUS AND
INCREASING HUMAN VISITS TO THE LITTLE JACKS CREEK AREA IN ADDITION
TO HUNTING AND FISHING THERE IS MODERATE AMOUNT OF HUMAN ACTIVITY
TIED TO THE BIGHORNS THEMSELVES PHOTOGRAPHERS INTERESTED IN PHOTO
GRAPHING BIGHORNS HIKE AND BACKPACK INTO THE LITTLE JACKS CREEK AREA
THIS CAUSES ADDITIONAL DISTURBANCE TO THE SHEEP IF THE LEVEL OF
DISTURBANCE INCREASES SIGNIFICANTLY ABOVE CURRENT LEVELS THE SHEEP
POPULATION MAY DECLINE



PROTECTABILITY

THIS AREA LA CAPABLE OF BEING PROTECTED BY THE SPECIAL
FIT MANAGEMENT MEASURES DESCRIBED LATER FACTORS WHICH COULD JEAPORDIZETHE SCENIC AND NATURAL VALUES OR THE BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT CAN BE

REGULATED BY THE MANAGEMENT MEASURES SPECIFIED

IV SPECIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL MANAGEMENT MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TOPROTECT THE EXISTING AND POTENTIAL BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREAS AND THESCENIC AND NATURAL VALUES WITHIN THE AREA

LITTLE JACKS CREEK AREA EXISTING BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREA

LIVESTOCK USE LEVELS BE ADJUSTED IF NECESSARY TO PROVIDE
ADEQUATE FORAGE FOR AT LEAST 100 BIGHORNS IN THE LITTLE JACKS
CREEK AREA

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT PLANS ANPS WILL BE DEVELOPED WHICH WILL
MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE VEGETATION TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGECONDITION CLASS

THE MANAGEMENT PRIORITY FOR THE CANYONS IS FOR BIGHORNS AND
OTHER WILDLIFE WHERE NECESSARY TO PREVENT LIVESTOCK ACCESS TO
CANYONS LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT MEASURES IE SALTING OR FENCINGWILL BE IMPLEMENTED

SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN CATTLE AND BIGHORN WILL BE MAIN
TAINED BY NOT DEVELOPING LIVESTOCK WATER SOURCES WITHIN ONE MILE
OF BIGHORN HABITAT UNLESS THE POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACTS TO
BIGHORN CAN BE AVOIDED OR MITIGATED

THE CONVERSION OF CATTLE USE TO DOMESTIC SHEEP USE WILL NOT BE
ALLOWED UNLESS THE USE WILL NOT BE WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE
HABITAT AND REASONABLY BE GUARANTEED TO BE MAINTAINED BY
PHYSICAL HARRIER OF BUT NOT LIMITED TO FENCES AND CANYONS

RETAIN PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN HABITAT UNLESS PROPOSED
EXCHANGE RESULTS IN THE ACQUISITION OF HIGHER QUALITY HABITAT

SUPPORT THE PUBLIC ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE LANDS AND THE EXCHANGEFOR STATE LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT

MAINTAIN THE CURRENT LOW LEVEL OF HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN
II

HABITAT BY NOT CONSTRUCTING OR UPGRADING ANY ROADS THAT WOULD
LEAD TO OR ENCOURAGE HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN HABITAT

NO SURFACE OCCUPANCY WILL BE ALLOWED FOR OIL AND GAS AND
GEOTHERMAL EXPLORATION OR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE HABITAT AREA

10 THE AREA WILL BE RECOMMENDED FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 1872 MININGLAWS



ACTIVITIES OR DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WOULD IMPAIR THE SCENIC QUALITYOF THE AREA WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED THE AREA VIII BE MANAGED ASVEM CLASS II WITH THE CANYON SYSTEM AS THE KEY OBSERVATIOM
POINT

12 MOTORIZED VEHICLE USE WOULD BE ALLOWED ONLY ON DESIGNATED ROADS
AND TRAILS

BIG JACKS CREEK AND SHOOFLY CREEK AREA POTENTIAL BIGHORM SHEEP
HABITAT AREA

UNTIL DECISION HAS BEEN MADE ON WHETHER OR NOT TO INTRODUCE
BIGHORN SHEEP INTO THESE AREAS NO ACTION OR DEVELOPIMENT WILL BE
UNDERTAKEN WHICH WILL NEGATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO MANAGE THESE AREASFOR BIGHORN SHEEP

PUBLIC COMMENT

THE ACEC RECOMMENDATION FOR THIS AREA WAS PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC
DURING THE BRUNEAUKUNA HP II OPEN HOUSE MEETINGS THAT WERE HELD ON
DECEMBER 14 AND 15 1981 THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC COMMENT SPECIFICALLY
RELATED TO THE RECOMMENDATION MOST COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLICREVIEW PERIOD INDICATE THAT WILDERNESS DESIGNATION IS PREFERABLE TO
ESTABLISHING THE AREA AS AN ACEC

IJII
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NAME OWYHEE RIVERBATTLE CREEKDEEP CREEK BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREA
AN AREA OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN

II MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE HABITAT FOR APPROXIMATELY 300 CALIFORNIA
BIGHORN SHEEP IN THE BATTLE CREEKDEEP CREEKEAST FORK OWYHEE RIVER
AREA

PROTECT AND ENHANCE BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR THE POTENTIAL RE
INTRODUCTION OF SHEEP ON THE SOUTH FORK OWYHEE RIVER THE POPULATION
GOAL FOR THE SOUTH FORK IS 150250 BIGHORNS

PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE SCENIC AND NATURAL VALUES PRESENT IN THE
AREA

PROTECT MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE HABITAT TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGE
CONDITION CLASS

III DESCRIPTION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

THIS 175000 ACRE AREA HAS NUMEROUS RUGGED DEEP CANYONS WHICH
HAVE EXCEPTIONAL SCENIC QUALITY THE CANYON COMPLEX PROVIDES THE
HABITAT TO SUPPORT AN EXISTING CALIFORNIA BIGHORRA SHEEP HERD THE
PORTION OF THE AREA ALONG THE SOUTH FORK OF THE OWYHEE RIVER CONTAINS
SUITABLE HABITAT FOR BIGHORN EXPANSION OR BIGHORN REINTRODUCTION

IN 1963 1965 AND 1966 TOTAL OF 38 CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS WERE
RELEASED ALONG THE EAST FORK OF THE OWYHEE RIVER BETWEEN BATTLE CREEK
AND DEEP CREEK THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME ESTIMATES
ABOUT 300 BIGHORNS ARE NOW PRESENT IN THIS OWYHEE RIVER POPULATION
APPROXIMATELY 170 OF THESE ARE WITHIN THE BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA AND
130 ARE WITHIN THE OWYHEE RESOURCE AREA

THE AREA ALONG THE SOUTH FORK OWYHEE RIVER HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED
BY THE BLM AND IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME AS POTENTIAL HABITAT
FOR BIGHORN SHEEP THE AREA IS AN APPROVED RELEASE SITE

RELEVANCE

THIS AREA SATISFIES THE RELEVANCE CRITERIA BECAUSE BIGHORN SHEEP
ARE WILDLIFE RESOURCE AND THE HABITAT NEEDED TO SUPPORT THEM IS
CONSIDERED TO BE NATURAL SYSTEM OR PROCESS

IMPORTANCE

THE COMBINATION OF SCENIC CANYONS AND WILDLIFE SPECIES FOUND IN
THIS AREA IS VERY UNUSUAL IN SOUTHWESTERN IDAHO

FEWER THAN 1700 CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS EXIST IN THE UNITED STATES
THE ENTIRE WORLD POPULATION OF CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS IS LIMITED TO
ABOUT 3500 ANIMALS MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING POPULATIONS AND THE



REESTABLISHMENT OF OTHER POPULATIONS IS NEEDED TO ENSURE THE
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF THESE BIGHORNS PROTECTION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
HABITAT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS MAJOR CONCERN BY THE IDAHO DEPT OF
FISH AND GAME VARIOUS STATE AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL OR
AS WELL AS NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE OWYHEE
AND BRUNEAU MFP AND THE BRUNEAUKUNA GRAZING EIS

CRITICALNESS

CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED AS SENSITIVE
SPECIES SENSITIVE SPECIES REFERS TOWILDLIFE SPECIES WHICH HAVE
BEEN OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED BY THE BLM AND IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME THROUGH MEMORANDUMOF UNDERSTANDING THEY ARE SPECIES FOR
WHICH THERE IS CONCERN FOR THEIR CONTINUED EXISTENCE ALTHOUGH THESE
SPECIES ARE NOT IN AS MUCH JEOPARDY AS ENDANGERED OR THREATENED
SPECIES FURTHER POPULATION DECLINES OR HABITAT DETERMINATION MAY
RESULT IN THE MORE RESTRICTIVE LISTING

BIGHORN SHEEP FORMERLY RANGED OVER OWYHEE COUNTY THEY WERE
ELIMINATED SOMETIME BETWEEN 19201930 AFTER PERIOD OF DECLINE
COMBINATION OF FACTORS IS CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR
EXTINCTION EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT THE SCABIES MITE INTRODUCED BY
DOMESTIC SHEEP WAS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN ELIMINATING SOME
POPULATIONS AND SEVERELY REDUCING OTHERS OVERHUNTING AND
COMPETITION FOR FORAGE WITH DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK ARE CONSIDERED

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS IN THE LOSS OF THE REMAINING POPULATIONS

MAINTENANCE OF SUITABLE BIGHORN HABITAT IN THIS AREA IS

DEPENDENT UPON MAINTAINING AN ADEQUATE HIGH QUALITY FOOD SUPPLY AND
LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF DISTURBANCE FROM PEOPLE VEHICLES LIVESTOCK
OR OTHER ACTIVITIES BIGHORNS GENERALLY AVOID USING AREAS WHERE
CONCENTRATIONS OF OTHER UNGULATES CATTLE HORSES SHEEP DEER
ANTELOPE ETC OCCUR BIGHORNS RESTRICT THEIR HABITAT USE TO AREAS
OF LESS DISTURBANCE THIS HABITAT CONSTRICTION CAN CAUSE TEMPORARY
FORAGE OVERUSE AND INTRASPECIFIC STRESS OR BOTH THE RESULT IS
LOWER CARRYING CAPACITY IF THE CARRYING CAPACITY IS REDUCED TOO
FAR THE INSIDIOUS EFFECTS OF INBREEDING MAY RESULT IN TOTAL LOSS OF
THE POPULATION

EXCEPT FOR THE AREA WEST OF BATTLE CREEK THERE APPEARS TO BE
GOOD HABITAT SEPARATION BETWEEN CATTLE AND BIGHORNS CATTLE USE OF
BIGHORN FORAGE HABITAT THE PLATEAUS IS LOW DUE TO LACK OF WATER
CATTLE USE ALONG THE CANYON BOTTOMS IS LIMITED BY THE LACK OF ACCESS
POINTS HOWEVER CATTLE USE ALONG THE EAST FORK OWYHEE RIVER IN THE
VICINITY OF BATTLE CREEK AND ON SOME STRETCHES OF BATTLE CREEK IS

OCCASIONALLY HEAVY PROTECTION OF THE BIGHORN HABITAT IS DEPENDENT
UPON MAINTAINING OR IMPROVING THE RANGE CONDITION AS WELL AS MAIN
TAINING THE SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK AND BIGHORN
SHEEP

BIGHORNS ALSO AVOID CONTACT WITH PEOPLE VISITS TO BIGHORN
HABITAT ON THE OWYHEE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES ARE INFREQUENT
THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE YEAR THE GREATEST INFLUX OF PEOPLE OCCURS
DURING THE HUNTING SEASON DURING THE MONTH OF MAY THE RIVER IS



USUALLY FLOATABLE AND SMALLER PEAK OF HUMAN USE OCCURS AT THISTIME IF THE LEVEL OF HUMAN USE INCREASES SIGNIFICANTLY ABOVECURRENT LEVELS THE BIGHORN SHEEP POPULATION MAY DECLINE

PROTECTABILITY

THIS AREA IS CAPABLE OF BEING PROTECTED BY THE SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT MEASURES DESCRIBED LATER FACTORS WHICH COULD JEAPORDIZETHE SCENIC QUALITY NATURAL VALUES OR BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT CANBE REGULATED BY THE MANAGEMENT MEASURES SPECIFIED

IV SPECIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL MANAGEMENT MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TOPROTECT THE EXISTING AND POTENTIAL BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREAS AND THENATURAL AND SCENIC VALUES WITHIN THE AREA

ACTIVITIES OR DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WOULD IMPAIR THE SCENIC QUALITY OFTHE AREA WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED THE AREA WILL BE MANAGED AS VRM CLASSII WITH THE CANYON SYSTEM AS THE KEY OBSERVATION POINT

MOTORIZED VEHICLE USE WOULD BE ALLOWED ONLY ON DESIGNATED ROADS ANDTRAILS

LIVESTOCK USE LEVELS WILL BE ADJUSTED IF NECESSARY TO PROVIDEADEQUATE FORAGE FOR THE BIGHORN POPULATION GOALS

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT PLANS AMPS WILL BE DEVELOPED WHICH WILLMAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE VEGETATION TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGE CONDITIONCLASS

THE MANAGEMENT PRIORITY FOR THE CANYONS WILL BE FOR BIGHORNS ANDOTHER WILDLIFE WHERE NECESSARY TO PREVENT LIVESTOCK ACCESS TOCANYONS LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT MEASURES CIE SALTING OR FENCING WILLBE IMPLEMENTED

SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN CATTLE AND BIGHORN WILL BE MAINTAINED BYNOT DEVELOPING LIVESTOCK WATER SOURCES WITHIN ONE MILE OF BIGHORNHABITAT UNLESS THE POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACTS TO BIGHORN CAN BEAVOIDED OR MITIGATED

THE CONVERSION OF CATTLE USE TO DOMESTIC SHEEP USE WILL NOT BEALLOWED UNLESS THE USE WILL NOT BE WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE HABITAT AND
REASONABLY BE GUARANTEED TO BE MAINTAINED BY PHYSICAL BARRIER OF BUTNOT LIMITED TO FENCES AND CANYONS

PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN HABITAT WILL BE RETAINED UNLESS
PROPOSED EXCHANGE RESULTS IN THE ACQUISITION OF HIGHER QUALITYHABITAT

SUPPORT THE PUBLIC ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE LANDS AND THE EXCHANGE FORSTATE LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT

THE CURRENT LOW LEVEL OF HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN HABITAT WILL BE



MAINTAINED BY NOT CONSTRUCTING OR UPGRADING ANY ROADS THAT WOULD
LEAD TO OR ENCOURAGE HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN HABITAT USE OF
THE RIVER BY BOATERS WILL BE RESTRICTED TO LEVELS THAT DO NOT

ADVERSELY IMPACT THE BIGHORN SHEEP

NO SURFACE OCCUPANCY WILL BE ALLOWED FOR OIL AND GAS AND GEOTHERMAL
EXPLORATION OR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE HABITAT AREA

THE AREA WILL BE RECOMMENDED FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 1872 MINING
LAWS

PUBLIC COMMENT

THE ACEC RECOMMENDATION IF THE AREA IS NOT DESIGNATED AS WILDERNESS
FOR THE BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA PORTION WAS PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC DURING
THE BRUNEAUKUNA HF II OPEN ROUSE MEETINGS THAT WERE HELD ON DECEMBER 14
AND 15 1981 THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC COMMENT SPECIFICALLY RELATED TO

THE RECOMMENDATION MOST COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC REVIEW
PERIOD INDICATE THAT WILDERNESS DESIGNATION IS PREFERABLE TO ESTABLISHING
THE AREA AS AN ACEC ON THE OWYHEE PORTION OF THE AREA THE AREA WAS
RECOMMENDED FOR MANAGEMENT AS BIGHORN SHEEP HERD MANAGEMENT AREA AND AS

SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA AT THE OPEN HOUSE MEETINGS THE
LAND USE PLAN DECISION IS TO RECOMMEND IT AS AN ACEC IF IT IS NOT

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE RECOMMENDATION FOR THE
BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA THE SPECIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ACEC
DO NOT CHANGE FROM THE SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS MADE FOR THE
HERD MANAGEMENT AREA OR SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA THERE WERE
NO COMMENTS OPPOSING THE SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE AREA

DURING THE OPEN HOUSE




