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NAME OWYHEE RIVERBATTLE CREEKDEEP CREEK BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREA
AN AREA OF CRITICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN

II MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

PROTECT AND ENHANCE THE HABITAT FOR APPROXIMATELY 300 CALIFORNIA
BIGHORN SHEEP IN THE BATTLE CREEKDEEP CREEKEAST FORK OWYHEE RIVER
AREA

PROTECT AND ENHANCE BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT FOR THE POTENTIAL RE
INTRODUCTION OF SHEEP ON THE SOUTH FORK OWYHEE RIVER THE POPULATION
GOAL FOR THE SOUTH FORK IS 150250 BIGHORNS

PROTECT AND MAINTAIN THE SCENIC AND NATURAL VALUES PRESENT IN THE
AREA

PROTECT MAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE HABITAT TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGE
CONDITION CLASS

III DESCRIPTION

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

THIS 175000 ACRE AREA HAS NUMEROUS RUGGED DEEP CANYONS WHICH
HAVE EXCEPTIONAL SCENIC QUALITY THE CANYON COMPLEX PROVIDES THE
HABITAT TO SUPPORT AN EXISTING CALIFORNIA BIGHORRA SHEEP HERD THE
PORTION OF THE AREA ALONG THE SOUTH FORK OF THE OWYHEE RIVER CONTAINS
SUITABLE HABITAT FOR BIGHORN EXPANSION OR BIGHORN REINTRODUCTION

IN 1963 1965 AND 1966 TOTAL OF 38 CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS WERE
RELEASED ALONG THE EAST FORK OF THE OWYHEE RIVER BETWEEN BATTLE CREEK
AND DEEP CREEK THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME ESTIMATES
ABOUT 300 BIGHORNS ARE NOW PRESENT IN THIS OWYHEE RIVER POPULATION
APPROXIMATELY 170 OF THESE ARE WITHIN THE BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA AND
130 ARE WITHIN THE OWYHEE RESOURCE AREA

THE AREA ALONG THE SOUTH FORK OWYHEE RIVER HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED
BY THE BLM AND IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME AS POTENTIAL HABITAT
FOR BIGHORN SHEEP THE AREA IS AN APPROVED RELEASE SITE

RELEVANCE

THIS AREA SATISFIES THE RELEVANCE CRITERIA BECAUSE BIGHORN SHEEP
ARE WILDLIFE RESOURCE AND THE HABITAT NEEDED TO SUPPORT THEM IS
CONSIDERED TO BE NATURAL SYSTEM OR PROCESS

IMPORTANCE

THE COMBINATION OF SCENIC CANYONS AND WILDLIFE SPECIES FOUND IN
THIS AREA IS VERY UNUSUAL IN SOUTHWESTERN IDAHO

FEWER THAN 1700 CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS EXIST IN THE UNITED STATES
THE ENTIRE WORLD POPULATION OF CALIFORNIA BIGHORNS IS LIMITED TO
ABOUT 3500 ANIMALS MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING POPULATIONS AND THE



REESTABLISHMENT OF OTHER POPULATIONS IS NEEDED TO ENSURE THE
CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF THESE BIGHORNS PROTECTION OF BIGHORN SHEEP
HABITAT HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED AS MAJOR CONCERN BY THE IDAHO DEPT OF
FISH AND GAME VARIOUS STATE AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL OR
AS WELL AS NUMEROUS INDIVIDUALS DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE OWYHEE
AND BRUNEAU MFP AND THE BRUNEAUKUNA GRAZING EIS

CRITICALNESS

CALIFORNIA BIGHORN SHEEP HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED AS SENSITIVE
SPECIES SENSITIVE SPECIES REFERS TOWILDLIFE SPECIES WHICH HAVE
BEEN OFFICIALLY DESIGNATED BY THE BLM AND IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH
AND GAME THROUGH MEMORANDUMOF UNDERSTANDING THEY ARE SPECIES FOR
WHICH THERE IS CONCERN FOR THEIR CONTINUED EXISTENCE ALTHOUGH THESE
SPECIES ARE NOT IN AS MUCH JEOPARDY AS ENDANGERED OR THREATENED
SPECIES FURTHER POPULATION DECLINES OR HABITAT DETERMINATION MAY
RESULT IN THE MORE RESTRICTIVE LISTING

BIGHORN SHEEP FORMERLY RANGED OVER OWYHEE COUNTY THEY WERE
ELIMINATED SOMETIME BETWEEN 19201930 AFTER PERIOD OF DECLINE
COMBINATION OF FACTORS IS CONSIDERED RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR
EXTINCTION EVIDENCE SUGGESTS THAT THE SCABIES MITE INTRODUCED BY
DOMESTIC SHEEP WAS THE PRINCIPAL FACTOR IN ELIMINATING SOME
POPULATIONS AND SEVERELY REDUCING OTHERS OVERHUNTING AND
COMPETITION FOR FORAGE WITH DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK ARE CONSIDERED

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS IN THE LOSS OF THE REMAINING POPULATIONS

MAINTENANCE OF SUITABLE BIGHORN HABITAT IN THIS AREA IS

DEPENDENT UPON MAINTAINING AN ADEQUATE HIGH QUALITY FOOD SUPPLY AND
LIMITING THE AMOUNT OF DISTURBANCE FROM PEOPLE VEHICLES LIVESTOCK
OR OTHER ACTIVITIES BIGHORNS GENERALLY AVOID USING AREAS WHERE
CONCENTRATIONS OF OTHER UNGULATES CATTLE HORSES SHEEP DEER
ANTELOPE ETC OCCUR BIGHORNS RESTRICT THEIR HABITAT USE TO AREAS
OF LESS DISTURBANCE THIS HABITAT CONSTRICTION CAN CAUSE TEMPORARY
FORAGE OVERUSE AND INTRASPECIFIC STRESS OR BOTH THE RESULT IS
LOWER CARRYING CAPACITY IF THE CARRYING CAPACITY IS REDUCED TOO
FAR THE INSIDIOUS EFFECTS OF INBREEDING MAY RESULT IN TOTAL LOSS OF
THE POPULATION

EXCEPT FOR THE AREA WEST OF BATTLE CREEK THERE APPEARS TO BE
GOOD HABITAT SEPARATION BETWEEN CATTLE AND BIGHORNS CATTLE USE OF
BIGHORN FORAGE HABITAT THE PLATEAUS IS LOW DUE TO LACK OF WATER
CATTLE USE ALONG THE CANYON BOTTOMS IS LIMITED BY THE LACK OF ACCESS
POINTS HOWEVER CATTLE USE ALONG THE EAST FORK OWYHEE RIVER IN THE
VICINITY OF BATTLE CREEK AND ON SOME STRETCHES OF BATTLE CREEK IS

OCCASIONALLY HEAVY PROTECTION OF THE BIGHORN HABITAT IS DEPENDENT
UPON MAINTAINING OR IMPROVING THE RANGE CONDITION AS WELL AS MAIN
TAINING THE SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN DOMESTIC LIVESTOCK AND BIGHORN
SHEEP

BIGHORNS ALSO AVOID CONTACT WITH PEOPLE VISITS TO BIGHORN
HABITAT ON THE OWYHEE RIVER AND ITS TRIBUTARIES ARE INFREQUENT
THROUGHOUT MOST OF THE YEAR THE GREATEST INFLUX OF PEOPLE OCCURS
DURING THE HUNTING SEASON DURING THE MONTH OF MAY THE RIVER IS



USUALLY FLOATABLE AND SMALLER PEAK OF HUMAN USE OCCURS AT THISTIME IF THE LEVEL OF HUMAN USE INCREASES SIGNIFICANTLY ABOVECURRENT LEVELS THE BIGHORN SHEEP POPULATION MAY DECLINE

PROTECTABILITY

THIS AREA IS CAPABLE OF BEING PROTECTED BY THE SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT MEASURES DESCRIBED LATER FACTORS WHICH COULD JEAPORDIZETHE SCENIC QUALITY NATURAL VALUES OR BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT CANBE REGULATED BY THE MANAGEMENT MEASURES SPECIFIED

IV SPECIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS

THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL MANAGEMENT MEASURES WILL BE UNDERTAKEN TOPROTECT THE EXISTING AND POTENTIAL BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT AREAS AND THENATURAL AND SCENIC VALUES WITHIN THE AREA

ACTIVITIES OR DEVELOPMENTS WHICH WOULD IMPAIR THE SCENIC QUALITY OFTHE AREA WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED THE AREA WILL BE MANAGED AS VRM CLASSII WITH THE CANYON SYSTEM AS THE KEY OBSERVATION POINT

MOTORIZED VEHICLE USE WOULD BE ALLOWED ONLY ON DESIGNATED ROADS ANDTRAILS

LIVESTOCK USE LEVELS WILL BE ADJUSTED IF NECESSARY TO PROVIDEADEQUATE FORAGE FOR THE BIGHORN POPULATION GOALS

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT PLANS AMPS WILL BE DEVELOPED WHICH WILLMAINTAIN OR IMPROVE THE VEGETATION TO AT LEAST GOOD RANGE CONDITIONCLASS

THE MANAGEMENT PRIORITY FOR THE CANYONS WILL BE FOR BIGHORNS ANDOTHER WILDLIFE WHERE NECESSARY TO PREVENT LIVESTOCK ACCESS TOCANYONS LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT MEASURES CIE SALTING OR FENCING WILLBE IMPLEMENTED

SEPARATION OF USE BETWEEN CATTLE AND BIGHORN WILL BE MAINTAINED BYNOT DEVELOPING LIVESTOCK WATER SOURCES WITHIN ONE MILE OF BIGHORNHABITAT UNLESS THE POTENTIAL ADVERSE IMPACTS TO BIGHORN CAN BEAVOIDED OR MITIGATED

THE CONVERSION OF CATTLE USE TO DOMESTIC SHEEP USE WILL NOT BEALLOWED UNLESS THE USE WILL NOT BE WITHIN ONE MILE OF THE HABITAT AND
REASONABLY BE GUARANTEED TO BE MAINTAINED BY PHYSICAL BARRIER OF BUTNOT LIMITED TO FENCES AND CANYONS

PUBLIC LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN HABITAT WILL BE RETAINED UNLESS
PROPOSED EXCHANGE RESULTS IN THE ACQUISITION OF HIGHER QUALITYHABITAT

SUPPORT THE PUBLIC ACQUISITION OF PRIVATE LANDS AND THE EXCHANGE FORSTATE LANDS WITHIN BIGHORN SHEEP HABITAT

THE CURRENT LOW LEVEL OF HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN HABITAT WILL BE



MAINTAINED BY NOT CONSTRUCTING OR UPGRADING ANY ROADS THAT WOULD
LEAD TO OR ENCOURAGE HUMAN DISTURBANCE IN BIGHORN HABITAT USE OF
THE RIVER BY BOATERS WILL BE RESTRICTED TO LEVELS THAT DO NOT

ADVERSELY IMPACT THE BIGHORN SHEEP

NO SURFACE OCCUPANCY WILL BE ALLOWED FOR OIL AND GAS AND GEOTHERMAL
EXPLORATION OR DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE HABITAT AREA

THE AREA WILL BE RECOMMENDED FOR WITHDRAWAL FROM THE 1872 MINING
LAWS

PUBLIC COMMENT

THE ACEC RECOMMENDATION IF THE AREA IS NOT DESIGNATED AS WILDERNESS
FOR THE BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA PORTION WAS PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC DURING
THE BRUNEAUKUNA HF II OPEN ROUSE MEETINGS THAT WERE HELD ON DECEMBER 14
AND 15 1981 THERE HAS BEEN NO PUBLIC COMMENT SPECIFICALLY RELATED TO

THE RECOMMENDATION MOST COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE PUBLIC REVIEW
PERIOD INDICATE THAT WILDERNESS DESIGNATION IS PREFERABLE TO ESTABLISHING
THE AREA AS AN ACEC ON THE OWYHEE PORTION OF THE AREA THE AREA WAS
RECOMMENDED FOR MANAGEMENT AS BIGHORN SHEEP HERD MANAGEMENT AREA AND AS

SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA AT THE OPEN HOUSE MEETINGS THE
LAND USE PLAN DECISION IS TO RECOMMEND IT AS AN ACEC IF IT IS NOT

DESIGNATED WILDERNESS TO BE CONSISTENT WITH THE RECOMMENDATION FOR THE
BRUNEAU RESOURCE AREA THE SPECIAL MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ACEC
DO NOT CHANGE FROM THE SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS MADE FOR THE
HERD MANAGEMENT AREA OR SPECIAL RECREATION MANAGEMENT AREA THERE WERE
NO COMMENTS OPPOSING THE SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE AREA

DURING THE OPEN HOUSE




