Table 11. Educational attainment of persons 18 years old and over, by state: Selected years, 1990 to 2002
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Percent of population, 25 years old and over, by education level,
April 1990

Percent with bachelor's degree or

Percent of population,
25 years old and over,
by education level,

Percent of 18- to 24-
year-olds who are high
school graduates®

) higher
State Percent less Percer:n ?'gh Ffer]rcr?nh Percent
than high d_sc 00 Graduate with hig with
school iploma or Bach- or profes- school bachelor's | 1993-95 | 1998-2000
higher Total elor's de- sional diploma degree or
gree degree hig(])l:er higher
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

United States ........ccccvceieiiennn, 24.8 75.2 20.3 13.1 7.2|84.1 (0.1) | 26.7 (0.1) | 85.3 (0.2) 85.7 (0.2)
Alabama 33.1 66.9 15.7 10.1 5.5 78.9 (0.8) | 22.7 (0.8) | 84.0 (1.7) 81.6 (1.7)
Alaska .. 134 86.6 23.0 15.0 8.0 92.2 (0.6) | 25.6 (1.0) | 90.5 (3.9) 93.3 (3.2)
Arizona . 21.3 78.7 20.3 13.3 7.0 84.6 (0.8) | 26.3 (1.0) | 84.0 (1.8) 735 (1.7)
Arkansas .. . 33.7 66.3 13.3 8.9 45 | 81.0 (0.8) | 18.3 (0.8) | 88.4 (2.0) 84.1 (2.1)
California ......cccooeevreieiieeieeecee 23.8 76.2 234 15.3 8.1 80.2 (0.4) | 27.9 (0.4) | 78.9 (0.7) 82.5 (0.6)
Colorado ... 15.6 84.4 27.0 18.0 9.0 | 87.6 (0.5) | 35.7 (0.8) | 88.4 (1.6) 81.6 (1.8)
Connecticut . 20.8 79.2 27.2 16.2 11.0 | 88.0 (0.5) | 32.6 (0.8) | 94.7 (1.3) 91.7 (1.6)
Delaware ........ 225 775 21.4 13.7 7.7 885 (0.7) | 29.5 (1.0) | 93.3 (2.8) 91.0 (3.2)
District of Columbia . 26.9 731 333 16.1 17.2 1 835 (0.9) | 444 (1.1) | 87.7 (4.1) 88.0 (3.8)
Florida ......ccoeviiiiiiiiici e 25.6 74.4 18.3 12.0 6.3 | 83.3 (0.4) | 25.7 (0.5) | 80.7 (1.0) 84.6 (0.9)
GEOIGIA vttt 29.1 70.9 19.3 12.9 6.4 829 (0.8) | 25.0 (0.9) | 80.3 (1.4) 83.5 (1.2)
Hawaii 19.9 80.1 22.9 15.8 7.1187.9 (0.7) | 26.8 (1.0) | 92.0 (2.5) 91.8 (2.4)
Idaho . 20.3 79.7 17.7 12.4 5.3 86.8 (0.7) | 20.9 (0.9) | 86.4 (3.0) 86.4 (2.6)
lllinois 23.8 76.2 21.0 13.6 7.5] 859 (0.4) | 27.3 (0.5) | 86.7 (0.9) 87.1 (0.9)
INAIANA . 24.4 75.6 15.6 9.2 6.4 | 85.3 (0.6) | 23.7 (0.7) | 88.5 (1.2) 89.4 (1.2)
OWA v 19.9 80.1 16.9 11.7 5.2| 88.3 (0.6) | 23.1 (0.8) | 93.2 (1.3) 90.8 (1.6)
Kansas . 18.7 81.3 21.1 14.1 7.0 87.5 (0.5) | 29.1 (0.8) | 90.9 (1.7) 90.4 (1.6)
Kentucky .. 35.4 64.6 13.6 8.1 5.5 80.8 (0.8) | 21.6 (0.8) | 82.4 (2.0) 86.2 (1.7)
Louisiana .. . 31.7 68.3 16.1 10.5 5.6 | 78.8 (0.9) | 22.1 (0.9) | 80.5 (1.9) 82.1 (1.6)
MaINe ..o 21.2 78.8 18.8 12.7 6.1 | 87.4 (0.5) | 23.8 (0.7) | 92.9 (2.3) 94.5 (2.0)
Maryland ......ccoeevinini 21.6 78.4 26.5 15.6 10.9 | 87.5 (0.6) | 37.6 (0.9) | 93.6 (1.1) 87.4 (1.5)
Massachusetts 20.0 80.0 27.2 16.6 10.6 | 86.5 (0.5) | 34.3 (0.8) | 92.5 (1.1) 90.9 (1.1)
Michigan ...... 23.2 76.8 17.4 10.9 6.4 | 86.5 (0.5) | 22.5 (0.5) | 88.7 (1.0) 89.2 (0.9)
Minnesota ... . 17.6 82.4 21.8 15.6 6.3 92.2 (0.5) | 30.5 (0.8) | 93.3 (1.1) 91.9 (1.2)
MiSSISSIPPI w.vvvviviiiiciiic e 35.7 64.3 14.7 9.7 5.1 79.1 (0.9) | 20.9 (0.9) | 83.9 (2.1) 82.3 (2.1)
MISSOUT. ..vceieeiiieiciceiceee e 26.1 73.9 17.8 11.7 6.1 88.1 (0.6) | 26.7 (0.8) | 90.3 (1.3) 92.6 (1.1)
Montana ... . 19.0 81.0 19.8 14.1 5.7 89.7 (0.7) | 23.6 (0.9) | 89.8 (3.5) 91.1 (2.7)
Nebraska ..........ccceveiiiiiiiiiiciie 18.2 81.8 18.9 13.1 5.9 89.8 (0.6) | 27.1 (0.9) | 94.5 (1.7) 91.3 (1.9)
Nevada .......cccccoeiiiniiiieeneeeee 21.2 78.8 15.3 10.1 5.2|85.8 (0.7) | 22.1 (0.9) | 81.9 (3.4) 77.9 (2.9)
New Hampshire ........cccoceereencniinnene 17.8 82.2 24.4 16.4 7.9190.2 (0.5) | 30.1 (0.8) | 86.9 (3.2) 85.1 (3.6)
NeW JErsey .....ccooviiiviiniiicinciiiins 23.3 76.7 249 16.0 8.8 | 859 (0.5) | 31.4 (0.6) | 91.8 (1.0) 90.1 (1.0)
New Mexico 24.9 75.1 20.4 12.1 8.3 81.6 (0.9) | 25.4 (1.0) | 82.4 (3.0) 83.0 (2.7)
New York ... 25.2 74.8 23.1 13.2 9.9 | 83.7 (0.4) | 28.8 (0.5) | 87.1 (0.8) 86.3 (0.8)
North Carolina . 30.0 70.0 17.4 12.0 5.4 80.1 (0.7) | 22.4 (0.7) | 85.5 (1.3) 86.1 (1.2)
North Dakota ........cccevvveeeerieineiieiins 23.3 76.7 18.1 135 4.5 | 89.0 (0.6) | 25.3 (0.8) | 96.6 (2.1) 94.4 (2.7)
OhIO e 24.3 75.7 17.0 111 5.9 87.3 (0.4) | 245 (0.5) | 88.4 (0.9) 87.7 (0.9)
Oklahoma ........cccevviiiiiniiice, 25.4 74.6 17.8 11.8 6.0 | 85.1 (0.7) | 20.4 (0.7) | 87.0 (1.9) 85.7 (1.8)
OrEJON ..ottt 185 81.5 20.6 13.6 7.0 | 87.7 (0.6) | 27.1 (0.9) | 82.7 (2.1) 82.3 (1.9)
Pennsylvania 25.3 747 17.9 11.3 6.6 | 86.1 (0.4) | 26.1 (0.5) | 89.5 (0.9) 89.0 (0.9)
Rhode Island 28.0 72.0 21.3 135 7.8 80.1 (0.7) | 30.1 (0.8) | 89.4 (3.3) 87.9 (3.2)
South Carolina .......cccoceeveererncnrennnens 31.7 68.3 16.6 11.2 5.4 80.2 (0.9) | 23.3 (0.9) | 88.0 (1.6) 85.1 (1.7)
South Dakota . 22.9 771 17.2 12.3 4.9 |89.2 (0.5)| 23.6 (0.7) | 91.5 (3.3) 92.0 (2.8)
Tennessee .. 32.9 67.1 16.0 105 5.4 180.1 (0.9) | 21.5 (0.9) | 84.6 (1.5) 89.0 (1.3)
Texas ... . 27.9 721 20.3 13.9 6.5| 78.1 (0.5) | 26.2 (0.5) | 79.5 (0.9) 79.4 (0.8)
Utah o 14.9 85.1 22.3 15.4 6.8 91.0 (0.7) | 26.8 (1.0) | 93.6 (1.5) 90.0 (1.6)
VEIMONE .o 19.2 80.8 243 15.4 8.9 87.4 (0.7) | 30.8 (0.9) | 88.1 (4.3) 90.8 (3.9)
VIrGINIA oo 24.8 75.2 245 15.4 9.1 86.7 (0.7) | 34.6 (0.9) | 87.7 (1.2) 87.3 (1.3)
Washington . 16.2 83.8 229 15.9 7.0 90.4 (0.6) | 28.3 (0.9) | 85.7 (1.4) 87.4 (1.3)
West Virginia 34.0 66.0 12.3 75 4.8 | 78.5 (0.7) | 15.9 (0.6) | 86.8 (2.4) 89.6 (2.2)
Wisconsin ... . 21.4 78.6 17.7 12.1 5.6 | 86.8 (0.5) | 24.7 (0.7) | 93.7 (1.0) 90.0 (1.3)
WYOMING v 17.0 83.0 18.8 13.1 5.7 91.6 (0.5) | 19.6 (0.8) | 90.8 (4.0) 86.5 (4.5)

1Excludes students still enrolled in high school. Data reflect 3-year averages.

NOTE: Standard errors appear in parentheses. Detail may not sum to totals due to
rounding. Some data revised from previously published figures.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population
Reports, “Educational Attainment in the United States,” various years; and Decennial
Census, Minority Economic Profiles, unpublished data; and National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics, Dropout Rates in the United States, various years. (This table was pre-
pared May 2003.)



