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Table 140.—Average number of Carnegie units earned by public high school graduates in various subject fields, by

student characteristics: 1982 to 1998

- Mathematics Science Voca-
Student tOHI/SS-O- Eiorr; tional | Per- Com-
characteristics Total | English rc);al Less Alge- Gen- Chem- | Phys- Ia%- Arts | edu- | sonal puter
studies Total than braor | Total eral Biology st ic); uages ca- use? || science3
algebra | higher science Y guag tion
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1982 graduates .. 21.58 3.93 316 | 263 0.90 174 220 0.73 0.94 0.34 0.17 099 | 147| 462 258 0.12
Male ... 21.40 3.88 316 271 0.94 177 227 0.76 0.91 0.36 0.23 0.80| 1.29| 460 269 0.14
Female 21.75 3.98 3.15| 257 0.86 171 213 0.71 0.97 0.33 0.12 117 | 163| 4.64| 248 0.11
Race/ethnicity
White .. 21.69 3.90 319 | 268 0.77 191 227 0.73 0.97 0.38 0.20 1.06 | 153| 453| 252 0.13
Black ... 21.15 4.08 3.08| 261 1.36 125| 2.06 0.81 0.90 0.26 0.09 072 | 1.26| 475| 260 0.12
Hispanic . 21.23 3.94 3.00( 233 121 112 | 1.80 0.75 0.81 0.16 0.07 0.77| 1.29| 522| 287 0.08
Asian 22.46 4.01 316 | 3.15 0.71 244 | 264 0.51 111 0.61 0.42 1.79| 1.31| 334| 3.05 0.22
American Indian 21.45 3.98 325| 235 1.23 112 | 2.04 0.67 0.84 0.42 0.12 048 | 1.72| 477| 284 0.06
Academic track
Academic4 .... 21.75 4.11 3.32 3.04 0.73 2.30 2.65 0.73 1.13 0.53 0.26 1.54 1.91 2.55 2.62 0.10
Vocational 5 20.21 3.44 2.63 1.80 1.09 071 1.32 0.69 0.57 0.04 0.02 0.18| 059| 7.74| 251 0.12
Both® ..... 22.89 4.04 333 | 269 1.02 167 | 217 0.79 0.94 0.29 0.14 0.75| 141| 6.03| 247 0.18
Neither7 . 18.73 3.58 270 173 1.08 0.65| 1.33 0.69 0.59 0.03 0.02 022| 0.85| 5.23| 3.06 0.05
1987 graduates ...........c.ccceeeueee 23.00 4.12 332| 3.01 0.86 215 | 254 0.76 1.10 0.47 0.21 135| 144| 455| 267 0.47
Male .... 22.88 4.08 3.29 3.05 0.91 2.14 2.57 0.79 1.05 0.47 0.26 1.16 1.24 4.64 2.83 0.47
Female 23.12 4.15 3.35 2.97 0.82 2.15 2.52 0.74 1.14 0.47 0.17 1.53 1.63 4.47 251 0.47
Race/ethnicity
White 23.11 4.08 329 | 3.01 0.74 227 | 261 0.75 112 0.50 0.23 138 | 150| 4.65| 260 0.49
Black ... 22.40 4.22 334 | 299 1.40 159 | 232 0.90 1.01 0.31 0.10 1.08| 120| 452| 273 0.39
Hispanic . 22.84 4.30 322| 281 1.30 150 | 224 0.78 1.07 0.29 0.10 125| 1.34| 449| 319 0.42
Asian ... . 24.47 4.37 3.65 3.72 0.53 3.18 3.13 0.59 1.17 0.87 0.50 2.07 1.18 3.11 3.23 0.58
American Indian .........c.ccoceun. 23.23 4.22 3.18 2.98 1.35 1.63 2.44 0.81 1.22 0.32 0.09 0.75 1.68 4.92 3.06 0.39
Academic track
Academic ... 23.20 4.26 355| 3.33 0.65 268 | 297 0.73 1.23 0.68 0.32 192 | 187| 257| 273 0.38
Vocational ® 21.07 3.62 259 | 2.00 1.29 0.71| 1.48 0.74 0.70 0.03 0.01 0.18| 047| 8.07| 267 0.39
Both® ... 23.53 411 329 | 293 0.97 196 | 237 0.81 1.07 0.35 0.14 101| 120| 6.09| 253 0.64
Neither7 . 19.56 3.55 2.45 2.11 1.62 0.49 1.47 0.84 0.59 0.03 0.00 0.18 0.76 5.10 3.93 0.17
1990 graduates .........c.cceceeveeeues 23.53 4.19 3.47 3.15 0.90 2.25 2.75 0.85 1.14 0.53 0.23 1.54 1.55 4.19 2.68 0.54
Male oo 23.35 4.13 3.45 3.16 0.96 2.20 2.78 0.88 1.11 0.52 0.28 1.33 1.31 4.32 2.87 0.50
Female ... 23.69 4.25 350 314 0.85 229 | 273 0.83 117 0.53 0.19 172 | 176 | 4.08| 251 0.57
Race/ethnicity
White .. 23.54 4.12 346 | 3.13 0.80 233 | 280 0.84 1.15 0.55 0.25 158 | 161| 4.22| 261 0.52
Black 23.40 4.34 349 | 3.20 1.25 195| 2.68 0.98 111 0.42 0.16 120 | 1.34| 441| 274 0.60
Hispanic . 23.83 451 3.42 3.13 1.30 1.83 2.50 0.83 1.10 0.42 0.14 1.57 1.48 4.12 3.10 0.58
Asian ... 24.07 4.50 3.70 3.52 0.70 2.82 2.97 0.68 1.12 0.74 0.42 2.06 1.29 3.07 2.96 0.54
American Indian 22.64 4.08 334 | 3.04 1.03 201 | 248 0.83 1.09 0.42 0.15 115| 1.11| 462| 281 0.60
Academic track
Academic# ... 23.53 4.30 365| 3.37 0.68 270 | 3.06 0.81 1.23 0.70 0.32 202| 193] 241 278 0.42
Vocational 5 21.73 3.60 258 | 207 154 0.53| 1.62 0.87 0.71 0.03 0.01 0.17| 0.42| 868| 259 0.46
Both & . 23.92 4.14 3.38 3.02 1.12 1.90 251 0.92 1.09 0.36 0.14 1.07 1.17 6.10 2.53 0.73
Neither? .....coovvveccirerie 19.81 3.63 259 201 1.57 044 | 147 0.79 0.60 0.04 0.03 021| 079 581 3.29 0.36
1994 graduates .. 2417 4.29 355| 333 0.76 257 | 3.04 0.88 1.26 0.62 0.28 171 166| 3.96| 263 0.64
Male ... 24.00 4.26 351 332 0.85 248 | 3.03 091 1.20 0.59 0.32 149 | 143| 413| 283 0.63
Female 24.34 4.32 359 | 334 0.68 266 | 3.06 0.86 1.31 0.64 0.24 193 | 1.87| 380| 244 0.65
Race/ethnicity
White .. 24.33 4.23 3.56 3.36 0.70 2.66 3.13 0.89 1.29 0.65 0.30 1.76 1.74 3.96 2.61 0.63
Black ... 23.59 4.36 3.51 3.23 1.09 2.14 2.80 0.92 1.21 0.49 0.17 1.35 1.36 4.29 2.69 0.64
Hispanic . 24.06 461 3.45| 3.28 0.96 232 | 269 0.83 1.19 0.49 0.17 173 | 151| 387| 293 0.76
Asian 24.47 4.60 366 | 3.66 0.67 298| 3.35 0.80 1.22 0.81 0.48 209| 132 3.01| 278 0.71
American Indian 24.47 4.27 357 | 311 0.94 217 | 2.82 0.91 1.28 0.50 0.13 130| 201| 4.27| 312 0.53
Academic track
Academic4 . 24.07 4.37 3.69 3.52 0.58 2.94 3.32 0.83 1.34 0.77 0.37 2.14 2.05 2.28 2.71 0.50
Vocational ® 21.60 3.70 249 | 220 1.56 0.64 | 1.69 0.80 0.83 0.03 0.02 014 | 034 864 241 0.55
Both® ... 24.61 4.23 3.45 3.17 0.96 221 2.78 0.96 1.19 0.45 0.17 1.24 1.21 6.01 252 0.85
Neither? . 21.28 3.54 224 | 225 171 054 | 153 0.82 0.63 0.05 0.02 0.19| 056| 6.51| 4.47 0.33
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Table 140.—Average number of Carnegie units earned by public high school graduates in various subject fields, by
student characteristics: 1982 to 1998—Continued

’ Mathematics Science Voca-
Student toHllSs-o- giorr; tional | Per- Com-
characteristics Total | English gal Less Alge- Gen- Chem- | Phys- Ia%- Arts edu- | sonal puter
studies Total than braor | Total eral Biology st ic)é uages ca- use? || science3
algebra | higher science Y guag tiont
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
1998 graduates ............c.coeueeeee 25.14 4.25 3.74 | 3.40 0.67 273 | 3.12 0.89 1.26 0.66 0.31 185| 190| 3.99| 289 0.74
Male ... 24.93 4.19 368 | 3.37 0.74 264 | 3.09 0.93 1.20 0.62 0.33 162 | 161| 4.25| 312 0.78
Female 25.36 4.31 380 | 3.42 0.62 280 | 3.17 0.87 1.32 0.70 0.28 206 | 215| 377 | 267 0.71
Race/ethnicity
White .. 25.21 4.19 3.77 3.40 0.57 2.84 3.18 0.87 1.28 0.69 0.33 1.90 2.00 3.97 2.80 0.73
Black 24.83 4.28 3.69| 342 0.90 253 | 3.03 0.97 1.24 0.58 0.22 158 | 157 | 433| 294 0.84
Hispanic . 25.08 4.51 360 | 3.28 1.05 223 | 281 0.97 1.13 0.50 0.20 178 1.78| 397| 336 0.71
Asian 25.23 4.37 392 | 3.62 0.65 297 | 343 0.81 1.26 0.83 0.51 229| 152 315| 295 0.67
American Indian 24.43 4.18 367 | 3.10 0.90 220 | 268 0.98 1.07 0.49 0.15 145| 194| 4.02| 3.40 0.67
Academic track
AcademiC4 .......ccccevviriinininins 24.91 4.33 3.87 3.54 0.53 3.00 3.34 0.84 1.33 0.78 0.38 2.24 2.41 2.22 2.97 0.52
Vocational ® 22.60 3.46 255 | 217 1.30 0.87 | 1.69 1.05 0.59 0.03 0.01 0.14| 047 9.12| 3.01 0.81
Both® ..... 25.64 4.20 366 | 3.30 0.81 249 | 294 0.96 1.20 0.54 0.23 145| 131| 6.06| 273 1.03
Neither7 . 21.50 3.21 232 219 1.59 0.60 | 1.58 0.88 0.58 0.04 0.08 020| 055| 564 582 0.51

1Includes nonoccupational vocational education, vocational general introduction, agri-
culture, business, marketing, health, occupational home economics, trade and industry,
and technical courses.

2|ncludes personal and social courses, religion and theology, and courses not in-
cluded in the other subject fields.

3 Computer courses are included in mathematics and vocational categories.

4Includes students who complete at least 12 Carnegie units in academic courses, but
less than 3 Carnegie units in any specific labor market preparation field.

SIncludes students who complete at least 3 Carnegie units in a specific labor market
preparation field, but less than 12 Carnegie units in academic courses.

6Includes students who complete at least 12 Carnegie units in academic courses and
at least 3 Carnegie units in a specific labor market preparation field.

7Includes students who complete less than 12 Carnegie units in academic courses
and less than 3 Carnegie units in a specific labor market preparation field.

NOTE: The Carnegie unit is a standard of measurement that represents one credit for
the completion of a 1-year course. Data differ slightly from figures appearing in other
NCES reports because of differences in taxonomies and case exclusion criteria.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics,
“High School and Beyond,” First Followup survey; “1990 High School Transcript Study,”
“National Education Longitudinal Study of 1988,” Second Followup survey; “1994 High
School Transcript Study;” and “1998 High School Transcript Study.” (This table was pre-
pared February 2000.)



