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Section 3—Student Effort and Educational Progress

Indicator 21

Time to Bachelor’s Degree Completion

First-time recipients of bachelor’s degrees in 1999-2000 who had not stopped out of
college took about 55 months from first enrollment to degree completion.

On average, first-time recipients of bachelor’s
degrees in 1999-2000 who had not stopped
out of college for 6 months or more took about
55 months from first enrollment to degree
completion. Graduates who had attended mul-
tiple institutions took longer to complete a
degree. For example, those who attended only
one institution averaged 51 months between
postsecondary entry and completion of a
bachelor’s degree, compared with 59 months
for those who attended two institutions and 67
months for those who attended three or more
institutions. This pattern was found among
graduates of both public and private not-for-
profit institutions.

Students who begin at public 2-year institu-
tions must transfer to another institution in or-
der to complete a 4-year degree. Students who
did so took about a year and one-half longer
to complete a bachelor’s degree than students
who began at public 4-year institutions (71

versus 55 months), and almost 2 years longer
than those who began at private not-for-profit
4-year institutions (50 months). The type of
institution from which graduates received a
degree was also related to time to degree:
graduates of public institutions averaged about
6 months longer to complete a degree than
graduates of private not-for-profit institutions
(57 vs. 51 months; see supplemental table 21-
1).

Other factors are also related to time to de-
gree completion. As parents’ education in-
creases, the average time to degree completion
decreases. In addition, as age and length of
time between high school graduation and
postsecondary entry increases, time to degree
completion also increases. Higher grade-point
averages were associated with a shorter time
to degree completion among graduates of pub-
lic institutions but not among graduates of pri-
vate not-for-profit institutions.

COMPLETION OF BACHELOR'S DEGREE: Average number of months between postsecondary entry and degree completionamong
1999-2000first-time recipients of bachelor's degreeswho did not stop out of college for 6 months or more, by control of degree-

granting institution and number of institutions attended
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M Two institutions

Public Private not-for-profit

Three or more institutions

NOTE: Sixty-nine percent of first-time recipients
of bachelor’s degrees had not stopped out of
college for 6 months or more. Included in the
total but not shown separately are those who
graduated from private for-profit institutions.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES,
2000/01 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitu-
dinal Study (B&B:2000/01).
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Appendix 1 Supplemental Tables Indicator 21

Time to Bachelor’s Degree Completion

Table21-1.  Average number of months between postsecondary entry and degree completion among 1999—2000 first-time recipients of bachelor's degrees
who did not stop out of college for 6 months or more, by control of degree-granting institution and selected characteristics

Control of degree-granting institution

Percent in Private
Characteristic category Total* Public not-for-profit
Total 100.0 55.4 57.2 51.5
Number of institutions attended
One 53.8 50.7 52.9 47.0
Two 337 58.9 59.5 56.7
Three or more 12.6 66.7 67.6 61.8
Type of first institution?
Public 2-year 14.0 711 68.7 74.5
Public 4-year 53.5 54.5 54.2 65.3
Private not-for-profit 4-year 31.6 49.7 66.1 48.1
Parents’ educational attainment
High school or less 22.6 61.8 62.7 58.3
Some college, including vocational/technical 20.0 55.7 57.6 51.8
Bachelor’s degree 26.2 53.6 54.8 50.9
Master’s degree or equivalent 18.6 51.4 52.9 48.7
Doctoral/professional degree 12.5 49.6 51.2 47.1
Age as of 12/31/99
22 or younger 68.1 47.4 48.5 45.9
23-24 21.8 60.7 61.0 59.9
25-29 6.2 825 82.2 82.9
30 or older 3.9 123.3 127.5 118.3
Time between high school graduation and postsecondary entry
Less than 12 months 89.3 54.3 56.3 50.4
12-23 months 4.6 57.2 58.4 51.6
24-59 months 3.1 725 74.0 70.2
60 months or more 3.0 69.6 66.8 719
Cumulative undergraduate GPA
Less than 2.50 9.1 61.2 63.6 54.1
2.50-2.99 26.2 57.1 59.0 51.8
3.00-3.49 37.6 54.2 56.1 50.0
3.50 or higher 27.0 53.8 53.8 52.7

!Included in the total but not shown separately are graduates of private for-profit institutions.

“Included in the total but not shown separately are graduates who began at other types of institutions.

NOTE: Sixty-nine percent of first-time recipients of bachelor’s degrees had not stopped out of college for 6 months or more. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES, 2000/01 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B:2000/01).
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Indicator 21 Appendix 3 Standard Error Tables

Time to Bachelor’s Degree Completion

Table S21. Standard errors for the average number of months between postsecondary entry and degree completion among 19992000 first-time recipients of
bachelor’s degreeswho did not stop out of college for 6 months or more, by control of degree-granting institution and number of institutions attended
Private
Number of institutions attended Total Public not-for-profit
Total 0.5 0.6 0.7
One 0.4 0.5 0.3
Two 0.9 1.1 1.6
Three or more 19 2.2 2.9

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES, 2000/01 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B:2000/01).
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Standard Error Tables for Supplemental Tables Indicator 21

Time to Bachelor’s Degree Completion

TableS21-1.  Standard errorsfor the average number of months between postsecondary entry and degree completion among 19992000 first-time recipients
of bachelor’s degrees who did not stop out of college for 6 months or more, by control of degree-granting institution and selected characteristics

Control of degree-granting institution

Percent in Private
Characteristic category Total Public not-for-profit
Total t 0.45 0.58 0.65
Number of institutions attended
One 0.86 0.35 0.52 0.27
Two 0.74 0.92 1.14 1.60
Three or more 0.49 1.85 217 2.92
Type of first institution
Public 2-year 0.56 1.63 1.85 3.06
Public 4-year 0.88 0.54 0.54 4.93
Private not-for-profit 4-year 0.85 0.68 5.21 0.51
Parents’ educational attainment
High school or less 0.70 141 1.67 2.23
Some college, including vocational/technical 0.65 0.87 1.19 1.07
Bachelor’s degree 0.70 0.76 0.83 1.58
Master’s degree or equivalent 0.60 0.52 0.62 0.93
Doctoral/professional degree 0.50 0.57 0.71 0.48
Age as of 12/31/99
22 or younger 0.85 0.11 0.16 0.12
23-24 0.78 0.31 0.33 0.77
25-29 0.38 1.55 1.73 3.87
30 or older 0.33 7.69 10.63 11.51
Time between high school graduation and postsecondary entry
Less than 12 months 0.51 0.44 0.58 0.62
12-23 months 0.37 1.79 1.99 243
24-59 months 0.28 5.67 7.48 7.97
60 months or more 0.30 3.21 3.59 6.63
Cumulative undergraduate GPA
Less than 2.50 0.51 1.28 1.58 2.10
2.50-2.99 0.69 0.89 1.12 1.24
3.00-3.49 0.73 0.74 1.04 0.62
3.50 or higher 0.69 0.79 0.79 1.47

Not applicable.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, NCES, 2000/01 Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B:2000/01).
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